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TO: 

-

John "'· ·ei el 
ashing ton u , 

RO{: aul • Hadley 
U RRA, Algiers 

.nlgiers, n.l ri 

16 ctober ..1. 44 

• 

Pursuant to ~ ,._·~~~~~==--=--~ ..._ _ __ , I am a•aitin instruc-
tions as to ere or proceed to &iro. 
o tn t t e tnirt da er·od s eci ied in your letter o in­

structions nave elapsed, I sub it or our consider~tion the 
follo in re ort as to the ac ivities of this assignment, and 
some su gestions or the uture .or ou to co sider. 

t as the ori ina~ intention tat I as to "facilitate trans­
ortation". Ho ever, this became a very inor part o · the nec­

essary activity here. This partic ar phase, owever, bas been 
accomplished and i com lete y estab ished forte future. 

he various and sundry uties tnat devolved u on us h re I am 
going ~o so e 1 ngth ~o ex lain int e ho

4
e tat so e ernel of 

infor ation ay be of interest to the •a in to office. ~ 
ount of or nvo ved in this has been considerab e and r~ther 

than go into detail 1th the necessar ex lanation of the ork, 
ill endeavor to o. res ts only. 

1. TR SPORTATI 

a. r - ~at. iller in cn·r e of movement has 
been ost cooperative. ~hroueh r. ~1ar e of Overseas ·rans­
ortation, so et o pieces of b ggage belonging to ol. ~mge 

and arion vates arrive here - ~ as promptly notified - air 
frei ht transportation as arranged, ~nd thi arrived. ~ t. 

·11er ,ill notify n g·ers · e iatel of any unexpected ~rriv ls 
of other ersonnel or U RA pro ert hich ill be i ediately 
fen arded. 

b. --===-=- ~apt. iller (no relation to above) 
is ready nd has so illingness to cooperate in arrangi 
for transportation for o e of our eo le ho arrived at other 
ports, ho e transferred to asa in order to ove the ore 
quickly. 

c. ort Lyaute - Co 
phone of every arrivel and has 
first lan leaving so th 
tie there. 

e 

iley has notified e by 
UNRR personnel on the 

ee no "bogdo "at any 

d. Qran - Lt. illiams occ pies th s e osition as 
the ot ers, but to d te ve no need to call on is services. 

e. ~~ - 1 a1giers is ell 
under control. r·oriti s Loard, heade b ·• o. ~ankulich 
and gt. 1 es have been ost e pf • e have h d no aifficulty 
in obta·n·n priorit es s ne to move peo le from this lace. 
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f. Tunis - ajor Murphy, 1 ield ~djutant, h s definitely 
promised full cooperation, but we have foun it unnecessary to 
call upon him todate. no ever, ti~ contact is ~or~n whiles ould 
there be a surplu for ~airo and e find it necess r too t ain 
space on planes from .1.' rance, 1.,orsica and Italy enroute to ~iro. 

g. aJles - Col. Sax and ~apt. ~ell, ho stablisn 
priorities have been most cooperative. ••e had all arrangements 
made for a group that lruided in aples and so notified Cochrane, 
but at the time he as inspecting camps in outhern Italy and it 
was necessary for the group themselves to obtain trans ortation 
here. Ho\ever, there was no delay. 

h. Philippevil:J&_- All trans ort tion fro here to· 
Philippeville is by rail via Constantine. ~apt. cott, R.T.O. 
(~r.) hc.s assigned us as high as 15 of the 18 available first­
cl~ss seats. •e ave had no ifficulty ht ver in moving people 
to and from hilippevLlle as needed promptly. 

PRIORitIES 

hs stated above, hen it as necessar to advance prior­
·1ties from 3s to 2s in order to obtain ra. i movem nt, e have had 
no difficulty ~hatever. 1his present situation will continue as 
long as B •• A.F. is here. 

3. BILLETS 

Less than 100 billets remain in the hands of the ~meric·ns 
here, including six rooms at the Hotel ~1etti and the complete ca -
acity of the otel eminine. Capt. ray, the ~djutant, Lt. nowles 
and Lt. ueracy of the ~illeting office have given me all space nec­
essary - at one time this was for 53 who were here. e feel that 
this sho s that s allocations to us are 50% of the space, \\e have 
no coaolaints whatever. 

4. __§.§. 

~he mess at the otel a1ett1 · 1s ritish but such people 
as we have housed there, usually in the higher ranks have been acc­
epted at this mess and extended all privileges of guests, etc. 
~11 other UNRRA personnel have been .elcome at the Officers' ss 
in i ... lgiers and v.e have no co plaint as to either the quality of 
the food or the service exten e. 

5. 

otor tre.ns,ort tion is im ossible. Practicall a~l 
cars have been moved ith the troops or allocated to the rench. 
•h result is there are t,o staff cars on y available here, one 

, of •hich is assigned to the ~ommanding Officer. ~he other ls 
or the use of the some 400 erican o ficers here. ~.e h ve, 

ho1ever, managed to have these cars whenever esse tial, onto 
occasions to the great inconvenience o Col. illene, the ~.o. 
assignment of a car to us, ho ever, or definite use i 1 ve 
to be autnorized b the "ar J...;epartment and car brou ht here 'rom. 
some other place, if authorized. 
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6. BUBONIC PLAGUE 

·e had an epidemic hich bro e out some t Eee ,eeks ago, 
leading to a definite quarantine, and al.i ,,h.merican personnel who 
bad not received snots ere subject to them. •his ~e arranged 
throug ajor ong of the ~is.ensary here and saw to it thrt 
all UNRRA ersonne ~ere properly immunized. 

7. R TIONS 

he necessit of dra ing rations 1rom an exceedingly 
scarce supply ~as accomplished. his ration a for necessary 
"ood for the 15 hour tri. fro here to hilippeville. 11 e also 
arranged out of hours early orning breakfasts for groups when 
oving. 

8. NS 

••e succeeded in securing a su ficient quantity of v,a ter 
canteens so that each one leaving or Philippeville ,as adequately 
equipped ,ith ater supply. 

9. BL lliKETS 

•e have an issue of blankets sufficient for our needs, 
and have issued the to peo le leaving if eather conditions 
warranted. 

10. BAGGAGE 

As stated above, v.e have discovered baggage belonging 
to Col. ~mge and iss uates, both of ;hich have been delivered. 
·e also found baggage which had been missing in transit, from ~asa 
to hilippeville, belonging to ed ~B.I!lpbell. Lt. Lathrope at the 
pier and Sgt. •hite at the airport are on the lookout for baggage 
arriving e·ther by plane or ship and e will be notified of such 
arrival. 

11. ex 
•·e have arranged for all UNRRA personnel to be granted 

the courtesy of the PX here. 

12. Ot ICE 

One of our first moves •as to se.cure ade uate temporc:.ry 
office space hie e have used advantageously ever since. 

13. 

•e have been provided vith adequate phone service, 
hich ithout cost to us has given us full covera e in the orth 

~fric n ~ eatre. 

14. STATIONERY 

•e have sufficient stationer 
and h ve arranged for a source o suppl 

15. 

for man onths to come 
for all V',e need. 
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•eh ve perfect y good Lemi ton t e riter hich e 
have 'borro ed" but ho)e to reta.in as long as necessary. 

16. E. :B' • .1. 

1 e succeeded in ettin tni 
U RRA people as ell as ackey cable. 

17. APO 

service e av·il ble to 

Proper APO cards h ve been filled in for everyone passing 
through and the rapidly changing APO picture h~s made it necessary 
for us to endeavor to keep a file of UNRRA personnel to date. 

18. 

Dett_r th n 50% of the plane move ent of six onths ago 
has been abandoned. \1here we for erly ha 5 seats vail'ble from 
one place to another , e no probably have O. 

19. V,IRES -- _\'e found a necessit to build on the question 
of cables as there as a slight feeling that ve had been: iug. 
no ever, the cables are no accepted and for araed, and their 
relative importance established. 

20. S - " vement orders in this 'heatre are 
completely handled here. Oiever, direction must be obtained ro 
AFHQ for movement from B.N.A. ·• to either Egypt, Italy, ... 'ranee or 
the United tates. 1·e have had no difficulty ~n oving people 
to ~airo hen their orders have been ro erl executed in ashiµgton 
but one group as held here because neither .o. Coo e nor cintyre 
of theO.G. office ould issue orders from here to ~airo and it .as 
necessary to obtain additional A~H authorit before this group 
could proceed. This caused a delay here of four days and was due 
to the way ·ashington orders had been drawn. 

~l. Fir NCE - Upon arrival here we discovered UN funds 
were inaccessible due to "for camp operations only" being inc uded 
in instructions hllen to Cunningham. he total time spent in 
conferences ·1th Vice-Consul, LJisbursement Officer, etc. by both 
Russell and myself ran ·nto man d·ys efore ti las strai hten d 
out. v,e have urged that the account · n the hi i p vill J..,a of 
.nl iers be ke t &ta basic minimum in a franc osition and th t 
all travel and S'lnry vouchers be paid irect b the 1,;isbursement 
Officer of th. ~reasur, aym nt leing made in doll rs r ther than 
having UNRRA eople finding themselves in ossession of too many 
francs should there be a defl tion ~hie is possibi ity hen 
the ,t..rny moves. 

22. SUPP IS - •e have investi~ote sever~l ~ re ous s ith 
& vie' to storing-such supplies as may arrive here for U nd 
have contacts with.·. ~lbert ho controls a larger p rt of t ve­
ore labor so that ships can be unloaded. 1 e have lso arrang 
i th a trucking company to trans ort from doc to ,, re ouse for 

storage, and from storehouse to railroad for ovement and can secure 
such freight cars as may be necessar immedi tely. e also have 
available ade uate cars for materiel from moment of ·rrival until 
delivery at camp. 
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23. LOC L PERSO J: L - •e have interviewed and cleared ith G2 
better than 100 former employees of O\I, \PB, Red vross, etc. ~his 
grou includes administrative, secretari~l, transportation, kitchen 
and labor, telephone operctors, etc. so th~t should there be a need 
for civilian emplo ees, we are pre ared to furnish hep in a ost 
any category. 

24. REFUGE mOV ·ENT_ER0 CS! - ~e spent considerable time 
rranging for first and secon class coaches on o. movement of 500 

refugees by train from C~sa to 1lgiers to emb·rK Lor the Lid--ast. 
~his involved a trenendous amount of detail as all G2 clearances 
for them, visas, etc. had to be accoo~lished here. •nis group 
included 400 ""ephardic ureeks c:.nd 150 ...,,ritish n.rc...bs. '..i.his also 
involved clearance ith the rench to move the from Morocco into 
, lgeria. ·e attempted to have the same cars come com letel thru 
as it as a four day train trip, but ie vere unable to get permis­
sion from the French to have any cars leave orocco. ~his involved 
the transference of these people from one train to another at 
Oujda vii th a 7 hour delay. •e further arranged with the .ued vross 
in Oran to serve a hot meal as the train passed through escara 
and an additional hot meal was served here immedi tely before em­
bark,,.tion. 

In all, e have had conferences ith brig. 
tiiddle o accom lished the retention of 

~r·tish personne~ ~t the hili pev·11e ~.s.mp until such time as 
••merican personnel ere here and ready to take over. 1e reached 
a further greement that all personnel at the vamp vould remain 
on the ~ri tish p yro 1 until such time as .e took over and thc.t 
adequate material, supp ies Ul food oul be left to cover a 90 
day period follo ~ng the ~riti h departure . •his included free 
gaso ine, motor trans ort and otor mechanics. It as urther 

rranged t ~t the 00 Yu oslav occupants iould remGin indefinite y 
and be fed, etc. by the Dritish vithout expense to us. In addition, 

e had many conferences 1th wajor ~latter regarding per onnel, 
ajor "ebster regarding supp ies, \;apt. onstcble or .ttail =ovement, 

'-'clpt. "'harlton of hip ovement and vapt. ucott of R.T.0., all 
.oritish. 

!n addition to the contacts enumer~ted above, e hhve 
ver a iable relations ith light ~omm&nder "'orcoran and ~quad 
Leader Foster ho control the movement of ~anadian pl8nes . 

''e had many t&lks ith Col. illene, Comm nder • erican 
J..orces here, ~apt. ura , his .adjutant, \.I-pt ... lexander and Lt. 
•itherall of the ~inance ~epartment and t. uavis and Lt. bb of 
the PX, ~ol. c~ead of hnerican ovEment, and vat. n.ddison of 
.nmerican nail. he also ha an opportunity to contact ~01. uax 
and "'a_ t. ell ho ~ield terrific authmrity in Napl sand ~aserta. 

•e have had conferences ith r. erguson of FEA, ~r. 
\,furtis, r. ~1akesly and r. vardner, an established riend hips. 

Naturally r. Lawton, r •• 111 and r. Hecht have co e 
in for ood de of ~ttention, as e bS '-'unningham and r. 
itten, all o hom are associated in the , .. erican l,onsulate. ·e 

cannot too strongly stress the inestimible help \ve have received 
from the office o the American Consul. 
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;e wih also to spea specifically of oger LaRoche, ~usiness 
anager of EA, v1ho has teik n the time to teo.ch the FEA · nd 

.Lreasury method of accountng to both r. ,1.Luseell and mysel1. 
so that ,e feel competent to proper~y handle UNRR eiCCounts 
through channels shou d thisarise. 

CONC USIQN lhe distance bet een Phili pevill ~~ 
and F-lgiers mKes itessential thtt llere b .., mer pres nt·t·on 
here. Liaison v,or-k i th both the ~i vil .oureaus and the nrmy 
as well as the ritish is terrifically i ort nt. I feel sa e 
in saJin~ that UNRR is no· et lished here and my resenc is 
immaterial, but I uge cs long cs there is any m ricen in Phil­
ippeville thE.t £omeone be stationed here. I 1 urther dvise t rt 
as long as there 11 be mo~ ~nt to the -iddle ~ast, theres ould 
be UNRRA representation in this~heatre, preferably at ·lgiers 
so that movement of personnel which is terrifically costl ·hen 
bogged down should continue to be facilitated. 

hould a successor to me ever be ppointed, l recommen that 
he be sent spee ily and I am sure that vithin a fortnight such 
contacts as~ have built throu 7 h the months I spent here ith 
Red vross and rene'ted in my present endeavor can be transmitt~d 
PD~l. 

I further reoomEnd thc-.t anyone leavingthe United ""tates 
should mre proper salar apers and that some care be exercised 
in the dra?ingof oners, that the facilities available from il­
mington, ..... iami, e or , .. , shing ton and ontrec.l for ovement 
by air be thorouvly investi ated and particularlT in the case 
of ontreal be used . In this office, direct connections for 
the idl!.ast are a.vc;;.ilable at •aba.t and am le space to .rtabat 
is~vailble . I further recommend that adequate in tructions 
without too y restrictions be iven the ~reasur~ ~epurtment 
as to the use of UNRRA funds . Also that the Treasur »partment 
be requested to assign a isbursing officer at eac U R in­
strllation so that continued sal r ayments of personnel can 
be made in doll~s rather than the currenc .here ~e are loc ted . 

From a personal standpoint , I 
inoication of my present capucit 
the not too distant future th·t ~ 
source some o,·ledge of my salar.,' 
to dra. .hat ver is due me . 

wuld appreci -.te receiving some 
itn UNRR and anticipate in 
ill receive fro. some adequat 

position sot at i may be able 

es ectfull submitted, 

~~ 
PRH:OJ 

cc: r . ryer 



, 

b 

• • 

• 

• 
0 

t 
• 



- · 

J ' 

3. 

• 

5. 

-
16 4 

n 

s 



e. 
-

0 • . 1 

6. 

7 • 

• 

r 

• 

0 
h 

• 

1 • 

1 . 

V 0 
.. 

C rt 

• 

0 
0 C 

l • 

r , 

• 

C 

5. 



.. 

• 

• l 6 C 0 

h 
0 d t 

6. 

r d t 

17. 

ro 
or t 

• 

b .. n 
n 1 C 



. . 
.. 

• 6 

I 

• 

• 



. - ...... 
I,, • 

.. -
.., 0 U UC t. 

• 

• 

t J 

cc • 



Cop to: 

orbe .. ant 
ess Fryer 

John J . Corson 
~hilip G. Hammer 

enneth Dayton 
Ed . na . • Bell 

5 Seni\iember 19 
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