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THANK YOU LETTERS FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL’S VISIT TO

POLAND

(Monday, 18 November - Thursday, 21 November 2013)

1. H.E. Mr. Bronislaw Komorowski, President of the Republic of Poland
2. HE. Mr. Donald Tusk, Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland
3. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, Chairman of Yad Vashem Council

4. H.E. Mr. Ryszard Stanistaw Sarkowicz, Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Poland to the United Nations

5. Mr. Marian Turski, Vice President, International Auschwitz Committee
6. Mr. Piotr M.A. Cywinski, Director, Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and State Museum
7. HE. Mr. Martin Korolec, President of COP 19/CMP 9

8. Ms. Christiana Figueres, Executive Director, UNFCCC

Drafter: Silva Bonacito J/

Reviewed by: Richard Amdur , Kimberly Mann, Holocaust Programme and Climate
Change Support Team / Josiane Ambiehl ) %

Formatted by: SOSG/dyma

Approved by: Susana Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet

Date: 18 December 2013



REFERENCE:

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

POSTAL ADDRESS — ADRESSE POSTALE : UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017
CABLE ADDRESS — ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE : UNATIONS NEWYORK

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL

18 December 2013

Excellency,

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward
the enclosed letters to His Excellency Mr. Bronislaw Komorowski, President
of the Republic of Poland and His Excellency Mr. Donald Tusk, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Poland.

Kindly also find a letter from Mrs. BAN Soon-taek to Mrs. Anna
Komorowska, First Lady of the Republic of Poland.

Copies of the letters are enclosed for your information.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Ryszard Stanistaw Sarkowicz

Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Poland to the United Nations

New York



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Excellency,

I would like to thank you and the First Lady for welcoming me, my wife
and my delegation to Warsaw last month on the occasion of the 19™ session of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

It was truly a pleasure to meet you again and have the opportunity to
exchange views on global issues of common concern, in particular contributions
by Poland to meeting the climate challenge and efforts to promote democracy in
your region.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for the support
provided by your government in helping to make possible my visit to the
Auschwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camp.

I was deeply moved by what I saw. Even today it is hard to comprehend the
unique scale and nature of the Holocaust. As the world still wrestles today with
genocide and atrocity crimes, that horror continues to hold lessons for the entire
world.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Bronislaw Komorowski
President of Poland
Warsaw



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Excellency,

I would like to thank you for oﬁr meeting on 20 November 2013, during
my stay in Warsaw to participate in the 19™ session of the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to exchange views on global
issues of common concern, in particular efforts by Poland to meet the climate
challenge, the crisis in Syria and the forthcoming transition in Afghanistan.

I would like to reiterate my personal invitation to you to attend the Climate
I will host for world leaders on 23 September 2014. The Summit will
offer an important platform to generate high-level political momentum for an
ambitious global legal climate agreement, as well as to catalyse intensified action
on the ground. Ilook forward to your participation and ask that you bring to the
Summit bold announcements and actions.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for the support
provided by your government to help make possible a very moving and
enlightening visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration and
Extermination Camp. I commend your government’s efforts to ensure that the
world never forgets the Holocaust and that we work together to sound the
alarm about intolerance today around the world.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Donald Tusk

Prime Minister of Poland
Warsaw



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Dear Rabbi Lau,

I would like to thank you for accompanying me during my visit to
the Auschwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration and Extermination
Camp last month. I am aware that you made a very special effort to travel
and share your memories with me as a Holocaust survivor, and I am truly
grateful.

I was overwhelmed to see the personal belongings of the victims of
this heinous crime, and I continue to be haunted by the depth of cruelty that
was inflicted on the prisoners.

At the same time, it was heartening to see that the Jewish faith and
traditions will carry on for future generations through the reopening of the
Chevra Lomdei Mishnayot Synagogue in O$wigcim, as well as through the
educational programmes offered by the Auschwitz Jewish Center.

Thank you as well for giving me a copy of your book Out of the
Depths, and for your contribution to a very meaningful experience.

Yours sincerely,

Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
Chairman

Yad Vashem Council
Tel Aviv



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Excellency,

I would like to thank you for your personal support and that of your staff
to ensure the success of my visit to Poland from 18 to 21 November 2013 on the
occasion of the 19™ session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

I am also grateful for your country’s leadership in ensuring that the world
never forgets the atrocities and suffering of the Holocaust. My visit to the ,
Auschwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration and Extermination Camp was
both highly informative and profoundly emotional.

Thank you for your active engagement in the work of the United Nations.
I will continue to count on your government’s leadership to ensure a peaceful and
prosperous world for all.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Ryszard Stanistaw Sarkowicz

Permanent Representative of Poland
to the United Nations

New York



=
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Dear Mr. Turski,

I would like to thank you for accompanying me last month during
my visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration and
Extermination Camp.

I was profoundly moved by the stories you shared about your time in
the camp. I continue to be haunted by what I saw and learned, in particular the
images of Jewish families who were brutally murdered and the vast piles of
clothing and personal belongings of the victims.

Your courage and perseverance serve as models for young people today.
I am especially grateful to you and the International Auschwitz Committee for
helping to ensure that youths were able to take part in the visit.

I appreciate the effort you made to be with me on this day and wish you
much continued success with the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in
Warsaw.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Marian Turski

Vice President

International Auschwitz Committee
Oswigcim
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Dear Mr. Cywinski,

I would like to thank you and the staff of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and State Museum for the assistance you provided during my
- visit last month.

I greatly welcomed the opportunity to learn more about the systematic
brutality that was inflicted upon the prisoners of the camp, and found the
information and insights you offered invaluable in increasing my understanding
of this horrendous chapter in human history. I am strongly committed to doing
my part to ensure that future generations learn the lessons from this terrible past.

In this regard, I look forward to continued cooperation with you through
the Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach Programme.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Piotr M.A. Cywinski

Director

Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial
and State Museum

Oswiecim



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 December 2013

Dear Ms. Figueres,

I would like to thank you for all your efforts to ensure the success of the
19 session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP 19) and of the 9'" session of the Conference
of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 9),
in Warsaw. As with previous COPs, your passionate leadership and tireless work
was a key ingredient to delivering a successful result that keeps us moving forward
in the right direction.

Warsaw was indeed an important step to achieve an ambitious global legal
climate agreement that will limit the global temperature rise to less than 2 degrees
Celsius. The coming year will be crucial in building on the work accomplished so
far, and I look forward to working closely with you to ensure that the climate
negotiation process continues to be successful and ambitious on the road to 2015.
I assure you of my continued and utmost efforts to place climate change high on
the agenda of world leaders, and to ensure a successful Climate Summit in
September 2014 to bolster the international climate process.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for making my
participation in the COP 19 /CMP 9 in Warsaw as smooth and comfortable as
possible once again. Iam truly grateful for the support received from your team,
and, in particular, from Daniele Violetti, Marcela Main, Fernando Castellanos

- Silveira, Bernardo Buechner and Ola Nirs, who spared no effort to ensure both
a successful outcome and stay for me and my delegation. Their professionalism,
availability and kindness — at a time of high demands upon them — make a real
difference in my participation in the Conference of the Parties, year after year.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Christiana Figueres
Executive Director

UNFCCC
Bonn



Re: Thank you letters - Elisabeth's comments ]
Silva Bonacito to: Daw Yi Mon Aung 17/12/2013 03:29 PM

Hi Yi Mon,

Please change "Poland's" with "by Poland".

For the PR letter, change the second "Poland's" with "count on your government's leadership".
On hyphen, please do whatever Elisabeth prefers.

On official name usage, please refer to the email by Kimberly Mann.

Thank you,
S.
Daw Yi Mon Silva, Please see Elisabeth's comments for... 17/12/2013 02:05:34
From: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO
To: Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO@UNHQ,
Date: 17/12/2013 02:05 PM
Subject: Thank you letters - Elisabeth's comments
Dear Silva,

Please see Elisabeth's comments for your attention.

20131217134257 .pdf

Letter to the President: (Silva, please kindly change the text)
Per Elisabeth, we can not use "Poland's".

Instead, we need to use for example "in particular, contributions of Poland to meeting ..... .

Letter to PM: (Silva, please kindly change the text)
Same thing, "in particular, the efforts of Poland to meet ..." (instead of "in particular Poland's ")

Letter to Chief Rabbi
to put "Rabbi" in front of name

Letter to PR
"Poland's leadership" used twice. (Silva, please kindly change the text)

Letter to Vice Pres. Auschwitz ?0r no
Auschwitz- Birkenau? (or) no hyphen in between ?

Letter to Exec. Director
no hyphen between 2-degrees (changed as 2 degrees)

Official name in
- Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
- Marian Turski (sometimes used as "Marion Turski") (please advice)

Best regards,
YiMon



Subject: Re: OSSG materials for Philippines trip book.

Thank Eri, well received.

Best,
Mary

Eri Kaneko Sebastien and Attached, fi... 12/16/2013 06:14 PM EST



Re: A final advice for the letters ]
Kimberly Mann to: Silva Bonacito
Cc: Elisabeth Weidmann, Daw Yi Mon Aung

Hi,
In the salutation, I would write:

ear abbi Lau.

At bottom left, where we write the name of addressee, pls write
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
Chairman

Yad Vashem Council

Marian spells it "ian" not "ion".

Pls don't hesitate to ask if u need anything else. Am sick but working from home..

K

From: Silva Bonacito

Sent: 12/17/2013 02:16 PM EST

To: Kimberly Mann

Cc: Elisabeth Weidmann; Daw Yi Mon Aung
Subject: A final advice for the letters

Dear Kimberly,

Our office has two questions before finalizing the letters:

- Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau: is it ok to use this as official name in the adressee part?

- Marian Turski is also sometimes used as "Marion". Which one should we use?

Thank you,
S.

17/12/2013 02:20 PM



Re: Poland - thank you letters 3
Elisabeth Weidmann to: Silva Bonacito 17/12/2013 11:38 AM
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung

You are welcome.
Dear Yi Mon,

Whenever you are ready

best
E.
Silva Bonacito are thanks for that. Let's cha... 17/12/2013 11:33:39
From: Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO
To: Elisabeth Weidmann/NY/UNO,
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ
Date: 17/12/2013 11:33 AM
Subject: Re: Poland - thank you letters

You are right, thanks for catching that. Let's change those letters with the official name as it appears in the
Turski-Lau letters.
Thank you again!

Elisabeth Weidmann you Silva for I notice... 17/12/2013 11:30:36
From: Elisabeth Weidmann/NY/UNO
To: Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO@UNHQ,
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ
Date: 17/12/2013 11:30 AM

Re: Poland - thank letters

Thank you Silva for your prompt reply.
| noticed in the letters to Polish President and PM that the word 'German' does not appear.

I know the sensitivities about the issue [my family lived thru it] and this is why | went to you for guidance
and did not just ask Yi Mon to add and or remove.

We will do exactly as you indicate.

best
Elisabeth
Silva Bonacito Elisabeth, thanks. You can a... 17/12/2013 11:06:24
From: Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO
To: Elisabeth Weidmann/NY/UNO,
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ
Date: 17/12/2013 11:06 AM

Re: Poland - thank letters

Dear Elisabeth,



Elisabeth

Elena Yi Mon, [am Elisabeth who is che... 16/12/2013 05:07:10
Daw Yi Mon Elena, Please find the attached thank I.. 16/12/2013 05:04:16 FM



Many thanks. You can change as you suggest on 1), 2) and 4).

The word German needs to stay in when referring to the camp. In which letter is it not reflected? We
looked at this carefully, as there are lots of sensitivities around the name. Please let me know where you
see a discrepancy.

Thank you,

Silva
Elisabeth Weidmann Silva, Since | have a of 17/12/2013 10:02:59
Elena YiMon, | am Elisabeth who is che... 16/12/2013 05:07:10

Daw Yi Mon Elena, Please find the attached thank you 1... 16/12/2013 05:04:16



Mary Sack

Political Affairs Officer

Executive Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations

S-3860

Telephone: + 1 917 367 5899

Cell: + 1917 319 6626

email: sack@un.org



Re: Poland - thank you letters
Silva Bonacito to: Elisabeth Weidmann 17/12/2013 11:06 AM
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung

Dear Elisabeth,
Many thanks. You can change as you suggest on 1), 2) and 4).
The word German needs to stay in when referring to the camp. In which letter is it not reflected? We

looked at this carefully, as there are lots of sensitivities around the name. Please let me know where you
see a discrepancy.

Thank you,
Silva
Elisabeth Weidmann Silva, Since | have a of 17/12/2013 10:02:59
From: Elisabeth Weidmann/NY/UNO
To: Silva Bonacito/NY/UNO@UNHQ,
Cc: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ
Date: 17/12/2013 10:02 AM
Subject: Re: Poland - thank you letters
Dear Silva,

Since | have a couple of suggestions other than style, | am writing directly to you.

1) the letter to Marian Turski has in 1st para both last month and 18 November 2013; |
think its best to only have last month as such a visit does not need the exact date (I
double checked with Richard about choice of dating)

hence, maybe in all letters that mention the visit to Auschwitz, lets use last month
instead of 18/11/13

2) letter to President of Poland: last para, lets change 'have' lessons for 'hold' lessons

3) I notice sometimes we have the word 'German' in front of Nazi and sometimes not:
maybe there is a reason like sometimes the full name is used?

4) sometimes there is a hyphen between Auschwitz Birkenau and sometimes there
isn't.

Dear Yi Mon,

| have a few changes which | handwrote on my copies; you can pass by whenever
convenient.

Thank you both



VISIT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

FRANCE

6 - 7 December 2013

Ms. Josiane Ambiehl



Re: Poland - thank you letters
Elisabeth Weidmann to: Silva Bonacito 17/12/2013 10:02 AM
Cc: Daw YiMon Aung

Dear Silva,

Since | have a couple of suggestions other than style, | am writing directly to you.

1) the letter to Marian Turski has in 1st para both last month and 18 November 2013; |
think its best to only have last month as such a visit does not need the exact date (|

double checked with Richard about choice of dating)

hence, maybe in all letters that mention the visit to Auschwitz, lets use last month
instead of 18/11/13

2) letter to President of Poland: last para, lets change 'have' lessons for 'hold' lessons

3) | notice sometimes we have the word 'German' in front of Nazi and sometimes not:
maybe there is a reason like sometimes the full name is used?

4) sometimes there is a hyphen between Auschwitz Birkenau and sometimes there
isn't.

Dear Yi Mon,

| have a few changes which | handwrote on my copies; you can pass by whenever
convenient.

Thank you both

Elisabeth
Yi Mon, I am Elisabeth who is che... 16/12/2013 05:07:10

From: Elena Stroganova/NY/UNO
To: Daw Yi Mon Aung/NY/UNO@UNHQ,
Cc: Elisabeth Weidmann/NY/UNO@UNHQ
Date: 16/12/2013 05:07 PM

Re: Poland - thank letters
Dear Yi Mon,

| am copying Elisabeth who is checking letters ...

thank you,
Elena

Daw YiMon Aung Elena, Please find the attached thank I 16/12/2013 05:04:16



Rev. 1

visit to Poland
18 November 2013

of

The Secretary-General

Mrs. Ban Soon-taek

Mr. Peter Launsky-Tieffenthal, Senior Adviser (Advance)

Mr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, Senior Adviser

Mr. Martin Nesirky, Spokesperson

Mr. Yeocheol Yoon, Chief of Protocol (Advance)

Ms. Josiane Ambiehl, Special Assistant to the Secretary-General
Mr. Richard Amdur, Director, Communications and Speechwriting Unit, EOSG (Advance)
9. Ms. Kimberly Mann, Public Information Officer, DPI (Advance)
10. Ms. Silva Bonacito, Political Affairs Officer, EOSG (Advance)
11. Ms. Mary Sack, Political Affairs Officer, EOSG

12. Ms. Isabelle (Eun Ha) Kim, Appointments Secretary

13. Mr. Rommel Maranan, Secretary

14.  Mr. Evan Schneider, UN Photographer

15. Mr. Bernard Vansiliette, UN Cameraman (Advance)

16. Ms. Maria Radu, Telecommunication Specialist

17. Sgt. Lynden Bourne, UN Security, Officer-in-Charge

18. Officer Nicoleta Suteu, UN Security

19. Officer Curtis Hunt, Security

20. Officer George Elliott, UN Security (Advance)

Y



Poland thank you letters
Silva Bonacito to: Jackilyn Punsal, Daw Yi Mon Aung 16/12/2013 11:49 AM
Cc: maranan

Dear Jackie and Yi Mon,

| had discussed the Poland thank you letters with Rommel last week and he was kind enough to ensure
that your office would format them and process them as needed.

Please find below the letters -- reviewed and cleared by Richard Amdur, Kimber y Mann in the Holocaust
Programme and the Climate Change Support Team.

| am waiting for feedback for one additional letter, which | will send to you as soon as ready. Meanwhile, |
think we could proceed with the below.

Thank you so much for your help.

Silva

COP President.doc Figueres.doc Rabbi Lau.doc Marian Turski.doc Museum Director.doc

rd

Permanent Representative.doc President.doc Prime Minister.doc
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12 December 2013
APPOINTMENTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Call: H.E. Mr. Sergey V. Lavrov (Foreign Minister,
RUSSIAN FEDERATION)

Call: H.E. Mr. John F. Kerry (Secretary of State, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA)

Briefing by Mr. Martin Nesirky
(DSG, CdC)

Security Council Members (Security Cou cil Chamber, 2nd Floor, CB)

- group photo op
(UN Protocol)

Briefing on Peace and Security in Afric (Security Council Chamber,
2nd Floor, CB)
(PU)

Depart UN Headquarters for the Resi ence

The Honorable Mayor Michael R. B oomberg (outgoing Mayor,
NEW YORK CITY) (SG’s Resid nce) - téte-a-téte

Farewell Luncheon hosted by t Secretary-General in honour of
The Honorable Mayor Michae R. Bloomberg (outgoing Mayor,
NEW YORK CITY) (SG’s Re idence) (with Mrs. Ban)
(CdC, Launsky-Tieffenthal, akasu, Orr)

Ministers and Mayors attend” g the “Sustainable Cities Days” organized by UN-
Habitat (Conference Room , CB) - photo op
(UN Protocol, DU) (UN- bitat)

H.E. Mr. Manjeev Puri ( PR, INDIA) - farewell call - photo op

Mr. Romano Prodi (Sp ial Envoy for the Sahel)

(CdC, PU) (DPA, OC A, DPKO, DPA-Notetaker)

Blocked —® Prs . B ke Se (Uf ! t T Hee ot % ON TZM/\M

(CdC,PU,SHL) (A, DPA, ODA-Notetaker) . s Ur g
Chremeee ] Wreapona.

Reception hosted y H.E. Mr. Jamal Fares Alrowaiei (PR, BAHRAIN) and

Mrs. Sara Khab r on the occasion of the 42" Anniversary of the National

Day of the Kin om of Bahrain (UN Delegates’ Dining Room, 4™ Floor) (with

Mrs. Ban) - by

Holiday Reception hosted by H.E. Ms. Samantha Power (PR, USA) (Waldorf
Astoria Towers - 100 East 50™ Street, Suite 42A) (with Mrs. Ban) - drop by
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12/19/13 Contact Us - Yad Vashem

About Yad Vashem

Contact Us

Yad Vashem

The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority
P.O.B. 3477

Jerusalem 9103401 Israel

Search Forms

E-mail
*In order to provide accurate and efficient service, we ask that you send your query to only one email address. We will forward your query

to another Yad Vashem department, if relevant.

General Information

Feedback

Webmaster

To order a guided tour

Library

Museums

International Relations Division
Publications

International Institute for Holocaust Research
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