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20 February 1997

Dear Mr. Lindquist,

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I should like
to thank you for your letter dated 10 February, in
which you request a message from the Secretary-General
for the Minnesota YMCA 'Model United Nations, on
21-23 March.

The Secretary-General is pleased to send you the
attached message, together with his best wishes for a
most successful meeting.

Yours sincerely,

Gillian Martin Sorensen
Assistant Secretary-General for

External Relations

Mr. Orville Lindquist
State Programme Director
Minnesota YMCA Model United Nations
Minneapolis



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

21 March 1997

I am delighted to send greetings to all
participants in the Minnesota YMCA Model United
Nations.

Fifty years ago, the United Nations was born out
of the carnage and chaos of world war. Sovereign
governments embraced a new vision of long-term peace
and international stability through cooperative,
multilateral action. They recognised that global
problems could not be solved by one nation acting
alone, no matter how resourceful or powerful.

In today's global society, that vision remains
just as relevant, perhaps even more so. Such
challenges as disarmament, environmental pollution,
crime and terrorism all demand a coordinated and
concerted international response. As a global
institution, the United Nations possesses the
credibility, expertise and world-wide network
necessary to address these and other problems and
trends in a comprehensive manner.

Our vital work in the fields of peace-keeping,
conflict resolution, development and democratisation
is in great demand. In order to serve the peoples of
the world as effectively as possible, the United
Nations has also embarked on the path of reform -- of
adapting itself politically and institutionally to the
post-cold-war era. Reform is essential if the United
Nations is to be equipped, financed and structured for
the twenty-first century.



I would like to thank you for your interest in
the work of the United Nations. Remember, the "world
Organization" is your Organization. It exists to
fulfil the aspirations shared by all peoples for
peace, justice and prosperity. It is a common, noble
project in which your ideas and support can make a
crucial difference. In that spirit, I wish you the
best for a rewarding and highly successful conference,

Kofi A. Annan




