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UNITED NATIONS

ATTN: Cdr Caie / Capt Grenier DATE:

TO: NPHQ OTTAWA 0/ DGPA / J 5PA FROM:

FAX NO: 613-992-4 241 PHONE: 1 212 963 3582
Ext 11124

INFO: FAX NO: 1 212 963 3090

FAX NO: DRAFTEE: Lt(N) Kent Page

SUBJECT: RTQ Prepared for Pere Simard

REFERENCE:

1. Sir. Here is a copy of the
the TVA programme 0:;;o:::pereS· ard.
by the Force Comd. pc-
2. For your use as required.

RTQ I've prepared in regards to
It has been seen and approved

3. Cheers!



Response To Query
The Death of Pere Simard

Prepared by Lt ( N) Kent Page, 28 Apr 95 .ff..-;
Background:

This RTQ is prepared in response to a recent TVA programme
concerning the death of Pere Si ma r d .

Please see the attached note (the third report) provided by Capt
Tim Isberg who as a milob, investigated this case.

Essentially, the only conflict involves the fact that the Force
Comd makes no clear implication of any guilty party in this case
and that Christine Stewart states that she has no evidence that
the new Rwandan Government jRPA were involved.

However, these statements were made prior to the conclusion and
forwarding of a third report compiled by Capt Tim Isberg on March
9, 1995, who had further investigated the case. In that report,
he states that it is po~~iQle that "If the RPA were involved in
the death of Simard, it is not significant in that he was
Canadian, a priest, white or non-Rwandese; but, rather that the
murder was possibly organized from a relatively senior level a nd
that facts were deliberately hidden."

TVA quotes Capt Isberg out of context by quoting him as say inq
that " ... the crime had p robably been planned at a senior level
and the facts were deliberately hidden."

Query:

As a result of the TVA programme, the fo llowing query may ar is e
from the media: What is the official UNAMIR position subsequent
to the submission of Capt Isberg's third report on the death o f
Pere Simard '?

Reponse:

Newfound ev i d e nce sugges ts that it a ppea rs less likely t hat the
former government or milit i a were invol ved i n t he dea t h of Pe ce
Simard. Howe ver, the evidence gathered so fa r i s not c o nc l usive .
UNAMIR is still awaiting a response from the Rwandan Min i s t e r o f
Defence ( Vi c e President ), on t he Forc e Co md 's r eq ues t fo r
information that loc a l RPA author i tie s had obtai ned befon.:; d.n ( ~

after Simard's death. The Force Comd ha s not seen t:. he T V.A.
programme. Until h e rece ives a res po n s e from the R,,;an oa.n
Minister of Defence ( Vi c e Pres ident ) and h a s s e en ~he T~A

programme, he cannot c o mme nt f u r t he r on tni s case.
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MURDER OF 'CANADIAN 'PRIEST CLAUDE ::'S I MARD
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REPORT DATE 9 MARCH'95
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"
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REFERENCES: REPORT DATED 18 OCT 94
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT DATED 19 OCT 94

1. SINCE THE DEATH OF SIMARD 17 OCT 94 AND INITIAL REPORTS FROM
UNAMIR, LOCAL RWANDAISE AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN IN CHARGE OF THE
CASE. NO REAL INFORMATION HAS BEEN OFFERED TO OUTSIDE AGENCIES ON
THE STATUS OR PROGRESS OF THE CASE SINCE '1 8 OCT 94.

2. AS WAS REPORTED EARLIER, IT WAS FELT THAT THE RPA AND GENDARME
AUTHORITIES WHO CONDUCTED THE INITIAL ON SCENE INVESTIGATION WITH
UNAMIR HAD AN HONEST INTENT TO INVESTIGATE THE MURDER AND COOPERATE
FURTHER WITH UNAMIR MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL IF REQUIRED.
A CHANCE INTERVIEW RECENTLY WITH A RESIDENT OF' RUYENZI HAS
UNCOVERED SOME LOGICAL ACCOUNTS OF REASONS BEHIND HIS MURDER AND
THOSE RESPONSIBLE. THIS RESIDENT WAS THE EYE WITNESS TO THE DARK
BLUE CAR SEEN DEPARTING FROM SIMARD'S RESIDENCE THE NIGHT OF HIS
DEATH. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECEIVED F.ROM THE
INTERVIEW.

3. AFTER THE 6 APRIL 94, THERE WERE MANY PEOPLE SEEKING REFUGE AT
SIMARD'S PARISH. HE EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT HE FELT THERE WAS NO
WAY TO PROTECT THEM (HE WAS ALONE AND WITHOUT MILITARY ASST) AND
THAT HE COULD NOT CONTINUE TO KEEP THEM IN THE PARISH. ELSEWHERE
THEY HAD DESTROYED OTHER PARISHES AND RUYENZI WAS NEW. HOWEVER, HE
NEVER SIMPLY SENT THEM AWAY BUT LOOKED FOR ANOTHER PLACE TO PUT
THEM. AMONG THE PLACES WAS AN ORPHANAGE WHERE OTHERS HAD SOUGHT
REFUGE. HE HAD KEPT A FEW REFUGEES WITH THE EXPLANATION THAT THEY
WERE HIS EMPLOYEES. WHEN THE MASSACRES ARRIVED AT RUYENZI AND
TUTSI WERE BEING SLAUGHTERED EVERYWHERE, RUMOURS HAD SURFACED THAT
SI MARD HAD REFUSED TO HIDE TUTSIS AND HE WAS PROBABLY INTERAHAMWE.
THE MASSACRES HAD CONTINUED UNTIL THE PEOPLE AT THE ORPHELINAT HAD
FLED AT THE SAME TIME OF THE FORMER GOVT FORCES.

4. SIMARD DECIDED TO GO SEE THINGS AT THE ORPHELINAT BECAUSE HE
BELIEVED THAT ANOTHER ABBE (BELGE) WOULD COME BACK WITH SOME
CHILDREN AND HE WANTED TO ENSURE THE PROPERTY WAS INTACT. WHILE HE
WAS THERE RETRIEVING SOME PROPERTY FOR SAFEGUARDING, IT IS SAID
THAT SOMEONE HAD THROWN A GRENADE TOWARDS HIM. THE RUMOUR IS THAT
SIMARD HAD GONE TO THE ORPHELINAT AND ENGAGED SOME RPA WITH A
WEAPON AND THEREFORE THEY THREW THE GRENADE. BY JULY THE RPA HAD
OCCUPIED THE AREA FULLY. SIMARD CONTINUED TO HAVE PROBLEMS WITH
THE RPA AND OFTEN ARRIVED LATE FOR MEETINGS IN BUTARE DUE TO
PROBLEMS AT THE MANY ROADBLOCKS WHERE OTHERS HAD NO PROBLEM.

5. , A CERTAIN MONDAy AFTER RETURNING FROM BUTARE HE HAD SOME
, '

VISITORS: FATHER MANA AND MEMBERS OF THE RPA. SIMARD EXPLAINED TO
THEM A SUMMARY OF HIS ACTIVITIES AND OBSERVATIONS DURING THE WAR
AND THAT HE ALSO HAD A LIST OF NAMES HE KNEW HAD PARTICIPATED, BUT
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THE VISITORS DID NOT APPEAR TO CARE OR LISTEN TO THE DETAILS.
AFTER THIS VISIT I MANY LOCAL PEOPLE HAD SAID THAT FRANCOIS MANA HAD
SAID THAT SOMEONE WAS GOING TO KILL SIMARD BECAUSE HE WAS SURELY
INTERAHAMWE. THE FOLLOWING WEEK HE WAS MCRDERED.

6. THE WITNESS KNOWS THAT SIMARD ARRIVED LATE TO HIS PARISH IN
THE EVENING AND THE CAR WAS OBSERVED LEAVING THE RESIDENCE LATER.
THIS SAME CAR WAS SEEN EARLIER IN 'THE DAY WITH RPA INSIDE. THE
WITNESS THOUGHT THAT SOMEONE MAY HAVE COME TO PASS THE NIGHT. IT
IS KNOWN THAT SIMARD WAS VERY STRICT AND NEVER OPENED HIS DOORS AT
NIGHT UNLESS HE KNEW THE PEOPLE. IT IS PRESUMED THAT SIMARD KNEW
SOME OR ALL THE PEOPLE THAT VISITED HIM THE NIGHT OF HIS MURDER.
THIS WOULD ALSO SUBSTANTIATE THE POSSIBLE REASON FOR THE MEALS THAT
ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SERVED TO HIS KILLERS BEFORE HIS DEATH.

7. BEFORE HIS DEATH, SIMARD APPEARED TO BE UPSET AND SCARED, BUT
WOULD NOT EXPLAIN. IT IS KNOWN THAT HE HAD WRITTEN TO A CANADIAN
COLLEAGUE ABOUT THE PROBLEMS HE WAS HAVING AND WHAT HE HAD DONE AND
THAT HE HAD DOCUMENTED SOME OF THE INFORMATION. THIS LETTER AND
CASSETTES WERE TAKEN THE NIGHT OF HIS DEATH. SOON AFTER HIS DEATH
MANY RPA OFFICERS HAD VISITED THE AREA AND TOLD EVERYONE,
PARTICULARLY HIS EMPLOYEES, NOT TO SPEAK TO UNAMIR OR JOURNALISTS.
IT WAS A APR MATTER AND THAT THIS WAS AN AFFAIR BETWEEN RWANDAISE
AND NO ONE ELSE. IT IS ALSO REPORTED THAT FATHER MANA HAD SPOKEN
WITH SOME PEOPLE FROM KIGALI AND TOLD THEM THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE
CONSIDERED AS (QUOTE) A BIG THING (UNQUOTE).

8. IF THE RPA WERE INVOLVED WITH THE DEATH OF SIHARD, IT IS NOT
S:;:GNIFICAt~T IN THAT HE HAS CAtU'.Dli\N T A PRIEST i WHITE, Or? xon­
RWANDAISE; BUT, RATHER THAT THE HURDER ~vAS POSSIBL '{ ORGAN I ZED FROM
A RELATIVELY SENIOR LEVEL AND THAT FACTS WERE DELIBERATELY HIDDEN.
THERE IS NO PUBLIC ADMITTANCE OF INFORMATION TO PROVE OR DISPROVE
ANY WRONGDOING, NOR ANY APPARENT DISCIPLINE ACTIONED PRIVATELY. IT
IS POSSIBLE THAT THE TWO RPA/GENDARME LIEUTENANTS WHO INITIALLY
ARRIVED ON THE SCENE WITH THE UNAMIR OBSERVER WERE NOT FULLY AWARE
OF THE INFORMAT ION IN THE ABOVE PARAGRAPHS UNTIL AFTERWARD.

9. THE OBSERVER INITIALLY INVOLVED WITH REPORTING THE KNOWN
. DETAILS SURROUNDING THE MURDER REMAINS NOT IN A POSITION TO
INVESTIGATE FURTHER AT THIS TIME. THE INTERVIEW WAS A FORTUNATE
COINCIDENCE AND PURSUED. THE RECENT MURDER OF THE PREFET OF BUTARE
MAY ALSO RESULT IN A FURTHER IMPEDENCE TO ANY ASSISTANCE SOUGHT .

. .~. .'



Response To Query
The Death of Pere Simard

Prepared by Lt(N) Kent Page, 28

Background:

This RTQ is prepared in response to a recent TVA programme
concerning the death of Pere Simard.

Please see the attached note (the third report) provided by Capt
Tim Isberg who as a milob, investigated this case.

Essentially, the only conflict involves the fact that the Force
Comd makes no clear implication of any guilty party in this case
and that Christine Stewart states that she has no evidence that
the new Rwandan .GovernmentjRPA were involved.

However, these statements were made prior to th~ conclusion· and
forwarding of a third report compiled by Capt Tim Isberg on March
9, 1995, who had further investigated the case. In that report,
he states that it is possible that "If the RPA were involved in
the death of Simard, it is not significant in that he was
Canadian, a priest, white or non-Rwandesei but, rather that the
murder was possibly organized from a relatively senior level and
that facts were deliberately hidden."

TVA quotes Capt Isberg out of context by quoting him as saying
that " .•. the crime had probably been planned at a senior level
and the facts were deliberately hidden."

Query:

As a result of the TVA programme, the following query may arise
from the media: What is the official UNAMIR position subsequent
to the ·submission of Capt Isberg's third report on the death of
Pere Simard?

Reponse:

Newfound evidence suggests that it appears less likely that the
former government or militia were involved in the death of Pere
Simard. However, the evidence gathered so far is not conclusive.
UNAMIR is still awaiting a response from MGen Kagame, Rwandan
Minister of Defence, on the Force Comd's request for information
that local RPA authorities had obtained before and after simard's
death. .

J'
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CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT ON MURDER OF CATHOLIC ·PRI EST 17 OCT 94

REPORT DATE: 18 OCT 94

NAME OF VICTIM: SIMARD, CLAUDE

CITI ZENSHIP: CANADIAN

1. .AT APPROX 1400 HRS 18 SEP, AN NGO FROM IMC REPORTED TO TAC HQ
BUTARE THAT THEY WERE INFORMED OF A POSSIBLE MURDER OF A PRIEST IN
THE VILLAGE OF RUYENZI (GR 8132) IN THE COMMUNE OF NTYAZO. MILOB TM
FROM BUTARE AND MILOB OFFR FROM TAC HQWERE DISPATCHED TO
INVESTIGATE.

2. TM ARRIVED AT RUYEHZI AT APPROX 1500HRS AT THE PAROISSE.
ACCESS TO THE PRIEST'S RESIDENCE WAS DENIED BY SECTION OF RPA AT
THE SCENE WHEN THE TM REO TO SPEAK WITH THE PRIEST TO INQUIRE ON
THE CURRENT LOCAL SITUATION. THE TM INTERVIEWED SOME LOCALS BEFORE
MEETING WITH THE BURGERMEISTER OF NTYAZO AND A SUSPECTED NCO OF THE
RPA WHO WERE LOCATED IN THE VILLAGE OF RUYENZI. THE TWO LOCALS
INTERVIEWED REPORTED THAT SIMARD HAD BEEN KILLED, PROBABLY BY RPA.
WHEN ASKED WHY THEY THOUGHT RPA, THEY RESPONDED THAT THE VICTIM WAS
FOUND WITH HIS HANDS BOUND BEHIND HIS BACK, AND THAT THREE MEN,
POSSIBLY IN UNIFORM WERE SEEN THE PREVIOUS EVENING 17 OCT DRIVING
IN A BLUE CAR TO THE VICTIMS RESIDENCE. A THIRD LOCAL WAS
INTERVIEWED ALSO OUT OF SIGHT OF THE RPA SECTION, WHO CFM THE SAME
INFO.

3. THE BURGERMEISTER (MUNyAMPUNDU, SILAS) CFM THAT THE PRIEST HAD
BEEN MURDERED .HE DENIED ACCESS TO ALL PERSONS EXCEPT THE LOCAL
BISHOP AND/OR SOMEONE FROM THE VICTIM'S HOME COUNTRY, CANADA. HE
WAS INFORMED THAT ONE OF THE MILOBS WAS FROM CANADA, BUT HE THEN
SAID THAT THE ROOM WHERE THE BODY REMAINED WAS LOCKED AND HE DID
NOT HAVE THE KEY. HE ASKED US TO GO TO NYANZA (GR 7140) TO REQ
PERMISSION FROM THE SOUS-PREFET, WHO ALSO SUPPOSEDLY HAD THE KEY.
IT WAS REITERATED THAT ASIDE FROM THE DETAILS SURROUNDING THE
MURDER, IT WAS NECESSARY THAT WE OBSERVE THE SCENE AND THE BODY, IF
POSSIBLE, IN ORDER TO CFM OUR INFORMATION AND SUBMIT A REPORT.
WHEN ASKED IF THE TM COULD SIMPLY LOOK IN THE wINDow, THE TM WAS
TOLD THAT IT WAS LOCKED AND CURTAINS BLOCKED THE VIEW. EACH BLOCK
THAT WAS OVERCOME IN OUR DISCUSSION WAS MET WITH A NEW ONE.
HOWEVER, THE ENTIRE DISCUSSION WAS KEPT AT A CORDIAL AND FRIENDLY
KARlfBR BY ALL PARTICIPANTS. AFTER APPROX 30 MINUTES, AN· OFFICIAL
FOR TIlE PREFECTURE AND THE CHURCH ARRIVED, FOLLOWED SOON BEHIND BY
A SBCTION OF GENDARME (LT LAMBERT) AND SECTION OF RPA FROM THE
SJlCVRITY OFFICE (LT FRANCIS) OF BUTARE PREFECTURE. THEY, ALONG
WX'l'H THE TM, THEN DROVE DIRECTLY TO THE PARISH AND ENTERED THE
RESIDENCE. .

~ ,
4. THE VICTIM WAS OBSERVED IN THE SAME STATE IT WAS FOUND AT \ ~
APPROX 0700)mg 18 OCT, IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRIEST. HE WAS ;: I'\

~ ~q.. v
. . I.~ ~iY \ ;V

\ ~,\
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INITIALLY FOUND BY THE COOK (MUKANKURANGA, SERAPHINE), AND THE
GARDENER (MUSONI , WELLARS). WHEN TH3 PRIEST NEVER ARRIVED FOR
MORNING DUTIES, THE COOK WENT TO HIS OFFICE TO LOOK FOR HIM.
VICTIM WAS LYING FACE DOWN ON A BLANKET WITH HANDS TIED BEHIND HIS
BACK WITH TWINE. HE WAS GAGGED WITH A TOWEL. THE VICTIMS HEAD HAD
BEEN BEATEN WITH A HAMMER WHICH WAS FOUND LYING BESIDE THE BODY.
THE BLANKET WAS NORMALLY THERE ALREADY AND WAS USED DAILY FOR
PRAYER. VICTIMS PASSPORT, WALLET, 500 FRW (ON SHELF), AND OTHER
VALUABLES WERE FOUND IN THE OFFICE. THE ONLY ITEMS KNOWN TO BE
STOLEN WERE A SMALL COOKER STOVE, A RADIO, SOME PLATES, AND ONE CAN
OF PETROL. ONLY SOME PAPERS ON THE DESK OF THE VICTIM WERE
DISTURBED. THE WALLET CONTAINED NO CASH AND IT IS NOT KNOWN IF ANY
AMOUNT OF CASH WAS TAKEN. THREE DINNER PLATES CONTAINING LEFTOVER
PAPAYA, ALONG WITH THREE WATER GLASSES WERE FOUND IN THE DINING
ROOM. IT APPEARS THAT THE ONLY RPA ON THE SCENE PRIOR TO MILOBS
WAS A SECTION FROM THE COMMUNE AREA, PROBABLY REQ BY A
VILLAGE/COMMUNE OFFICIAL. IT IS CERTAIN THAT MILOBS WERE ON THE
SCENE PRIOR TO ANY OFFICER OR GENDARME OF THE RPA. IN FACT, BOTH
RPA OFFICERS WERE SURPRISED TO SEE MILOBS THERE ON THEIR ARRIVAL.
AFTER LENGTHY DISCUSSION WITH THE COOK AND THE GARDENER, THE
FOLLOWING ACCOUNT IS ASCERTAINED.

5. AT APPROX 1700 HRS 17 OCT 94, FATHER SIMARD RETURNED TO HIS
RESIDENCE FROM A MEETING IN BUTARE. AT ABOUT 1830 HRS A BLUE CAR
(POSSIBLY A MAZDA OR PEUGEOT) WAS OBSERVED COMING FROM THE
DIRECTION OF THE MAIN HIGHWAY PASSING THROUGH THE VILLAGE OF
RUYENZI TO THE RESIDENCE OF THE PRIEST. THIS SAME CAR WAS OBSERVED
RETURNING THE SAME ROUTE AT ABOUT 2030 HRS. THE ACTUAL PERSONS WHO
OBSERVED THIS COULD NOT BE LOCATED AT THE TIME OF THE
INVESTIGATION. IT APPEARS THAT AT LEAST TWO OF THE KILLERS ATE
SUPPER WITH FATHER SIMARD, WITH THE THIRD POSSIBLY STANDING WATCH
OUTSIDE THE RESIDENCE. THERE WAS NO SIGN OF A STRUGGLE ANYWHERE.
THE PRIEST HAD UNLOCKED THE DOOR TO HIS OFFICE WITH KEYS THAT WERE
ATTACHED TO HIS BELT BY A STRING AND HELD IN HIS POCKET. THESE
KEYS WERE STILL ATTACHED AND CONTAINED IN HIS POCKET AT THE TIME
THE BODY WAS DISCOVERED. IT COULD BE PRESUMED THAT FATHER SIMARD
WAS UNAWARE OF ANY REAL PERSONAL DANGER UNTIL AFTER HE HAD ENTERED
HIS OFFICE. NO STAFF WERE IN THE AREA AT THIS TIME, AS THEY
NORMALLY GO HOME AT 1700 HRS DAILY. MURDER LIKELY OCCURRED BETWEEN
1830 AND 2030 HRS. THE PRIEST NORMALLY ATE SUPPER.ALONE. THERE IS
NO APPARENT MOTIVE AT THIS TIME. FATHER SIMARD DID NOT EVACUATE
THE COUNTRY DURING THE WAR. HE WAS KNOWN TO HAVE MOVED TO BUTARE
IN JUNE 94 AND HE RETURNED TO RUYENZI SOMETIME IN JULY 94. THERE
ARE SOME QUESTIONS THAT REMAINED NOT FULLY ANSWERED: IDENTITY AND
INTERVIEW OF WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENT; WHY RPA INVOLVEMENT
SUSPECTED; MOTIVE; RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER RECENT INCIDENTS IN THIS
GEN AREA; AND, WAS THE BODY INTENDED FROM THE BEGINNING TO BE
EASILY FOUND, AND IF SO, WHY.

6. THE BODY AND BURIAL IS TO BE HANDLED BY MAN NAMED MUNYAWERA,
JEAN BOSCO, BELIEVED TO BE A PRIEST FROM BUTARE. BURIAL IS
SCHEDULED FOR 1000 HRS 19 OCT AT THE RUYENZI PARISH. HE WILL ALSO



CONFIDENTIAL

HANDLE ALL PERSONAL EFFECTS OF FATHER SIMARD. A REPORT WAS MADE
SIMUTANE.OUSLY BY LT LAMBERT AND FRANCIS OF T~IE RPA. ANY FURTHER
INFO THAT BECOMES AVAL HAS BEEN AGREED TO BE PASSED BETWEEN
RPA/UNAMIR.

7. ANSWERS TO ALL QUESTIONS IN FRONT OF RPA SOLDIERS APPEARED TO
BE GUARDED ON OCCASION. IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT UNAMIR
CONDUCT A FOLLOW UP PATROL IN APPROX 1 - 2 WEEKS TO SPEAK WITH
LOCALS AND FOL UP INTERVIEW WITH THE COOK AND THE GARDENER. IT
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE COOK MAY NOT BE LOCATED AT THE PARISH BY
THIS TIME, BUT RATHER AT HER HOME COMMUNE OF MUGUSA (AREA GR 8425).

8. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT UNAMIR HQ CONTACT THE PERSON IDENTIFIED
IN FATHER SIMARD'S PASSPORT TO BE CONTACTED IN SUCH AN INSTANCE, AS
WELL AS CANADA CUSTOMS AND IMMIGRATION IF NECESSARY. THE FOLLOWING
INFO IS PROVIDED:

A. PERSON TO BE NOTIFIED: M. ROBERT CHOQUETTE,
SUPERIEUR-PERES DE STE CROIX, 4901 RUE PIEDMONT, MONTREAL, QUEBEC

B. PASSPORT NUMBER: PZ369074, ISSUED KIGALI 1993

C. SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBER: 241 163 104

D. DATE OF BIRTH: 27 SEP 33
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 19 OCT 94

MURDER OF CATHOLIC PRIEST CLAUDE SIMARD

REFERENCE: REPORT DATED 18 OCT 94

1. A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE RATED B-2 REPORTED TO MILOB STAFF
OFFICER AT TAC HQ WITH THE FOLLOWING INFO.

2. FATHER SIMARD HAD SPOKEN WITH THE SOURCE ON 10 OCT AND RELATED
THAT SIMARD WAS UNSURE OF HIS PERSONAL SAFETY. APPROXIMATELY TWO
YEARS PREVIOUS, AN ARCHBISHOP REMOVED FATHER FRANCOIS MAANA (TUTSI)
FROM A PARISH AT THE REQUEST OF FATHER SIMARD. THE LOCATION OF
THIS PARISH IS UNKNOWN. MAANA IS NOW AT PARISH MYAMIYAGA AT MUYIRA
(GR NAME 8639). SIMARD STATED THAT MAANA HAS BEEN SPREADING
RUMOURS TO RPA AND OFFICIALS THAT SIMARD WAS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN
ATROCITIES DURING THE WAR IN APRIL - MAY OF THIS YEAR. SIMARD
EMPHATICALLY DENIED THIS.

3. ABBOT EMMANUEL TWAGIRAYEZU (TUTSI), THE CUREE AT SAVE (NAME GR
7419), WAS AWARE THATMAANA HAD CAUSED A FILE TO BE HELD ON SIMARD
AT THE PREFECTURE'S OFFICE, AND THAT THE RPA WAS LOOKING INTO THE
MATTER. THE ABBOT INFORMED SIMARD OF THIS ON 27 SEP 94 FOR HIS OWN
KNOWLEDGE AND SECURITY. THE ABBOT ALSO STATED THAT HE HAD TOLD
OFFICIALS (UNKNOWN WHO AT THIS ~E~RT DATE) THAT HE FELT THESE
ALLEGATIONS BY MAANA WERE UNfRUE~ ' IT WAS PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THIS
DISCUSSION THAT SIMARD HAD GONE TO THE SOURCE OF THIS REPORT TO
INFORM AND. SEEK ADVICE.

4. SIMARD WAS ADVISED TO REPORT THIS MATTER TO UNAMIR TAC HQ IN
BUTARE, AND SINCE HE WAS A CANADIAN CITIZEN, TO SPECIFICALLY REPORT
THE MATTER TO A CANADIAN OFFICER. HE REFUSED AND ASKED THE SOURCE
TO 00 IT FOR HIM. THE SOURCE COMPLIED AND REPORTED THIS SAME
REPORT ON OR SHORTLY AFTER 10 OCTOBER.

5. ON LEARNING OF THE DEATH OF SIMARD, THE SOURCE RETURNED TO TAC
HQ TO INQUIRE AND REITERATE THE REPORT. THE SOURCE REFUSED TO
COORD THIS INFO WITH MILOBS DUE TO A PERSONAL' OPINION OF AN
UNPROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOUR OF MILOBS IN BUTARE. AN OPINION BASED ON
RECENT EXPERIENCES DIRECTLY WITH SOME OF THE MILOBS IN
BUTARE/GITARAMA. THE SOURCE WAS ADAMANT IN ONLY REPORTING THIS
INFO TO CANADIAN MILOB STAFF AT TAC HQ.

6. IT CAN BE ASSUMED THAT THE RPA WERE AWARE OF THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED ABOVE DURING THE MURDER INVESTIGATION WHICH COMMENCED 18
OCT. DURING THE ON SCENE INVESTIGATION, THE RPA REQUESTED THEY BE
INFORMED OF ANY INFORMATION THAT UNAMIR GATHERS IN THIS MATTER, AND \
IT WAS AGREED THAT NEITHER RPA, NOR UNAMIR MILOBS HAD ANY OTHER I~
INFO AVAILABLE AT THE TIME. ALTHOUGH RPA INVOLVEMENT IS PERHAPS A X
POSSIBILITY, IT IS FAR FROM CERTAIN. IF RPA INVOLVEMENT IS I~~

.J -\5 ~~
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ASSUMED, FURTHER DETAILS ARE REQUIRED TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER IT WAS
AN ACTIVITY DIRECTED BY SENIOR OFFICIALS IN THE RPA, OR STRICTLY A
LOCAL VENDETTA COMPLETED BY/DIRECTED BY LOCAL SOLDIERS.

7. THERE HAS BEEN DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE OF PROBABLE AND CONFIRMED
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN THE NTYAZO (NAME GR 8631) AND MUYIRA COMMUNE
AREAS IN THE RECENT WEEKS PRIOR TO THIS PARTICULAR MURDER (NTYAZO
LOCATED BESIDE MYIRA COMMUNE). IT IS UNKNOWN HOW LONG FATHER MAANA
HAS BEEN LOCATED AT THE PARISH IN MUYIRA. IT IS UNKNOWN BY UNAMIR
AS TO WHAT EXTENT FATHER MAANA IS INVOLVED, OR AS TO HIS KNOWLEDGE
OF PROVIDING ANY MORE INFORMATION AS TO A MOTIVE AND
RESPONSIBILITY. AN INTERVIEW WITH ABBOT TWAGIRAYEZU AT SAVE COULD
ALSO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING THE BACKGROUND AND CONFIRM ALL DETAILS
INITIALLY REPORTED BY FATHER SIMARD. IN A CASUAL DISCUSSION WITH
THE RPA LO IN BUTARE, LT CHARLES, IT IS KNOWN THAT HE AND LOCAL
GENDARME OFFICIALS PLAN TO CONTINUE THEIR INTERVIEWS TODAY IN THESE
COMMUNES. IT IS PROBABLE THAT FATHER MAANA AND THE ABBOT WILL BE
INTERVIEWED BY RPA BEFORE BEING INTERVIEWED BY UNAMIR MILOBS OR
CIVPOL.

8. DUE TO THE NATURE OF THIS INCIDENT AND POSSIBLE RPA
INVOLVEMENT, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT A FOLLOW UP INVESTIGATION BE
CONDUCTED BY HUMAN RIGHTS REPRESENTATIVES IN CONCERT WITH THEIR
INVESTIGATIONS ALREADY INITIATED IN THE NTYAZO AND MUYIRA AREAS.
FOR SECURITY AND INFORMATION GATHERING PURPOSES, IT IS RECOMMENDED
THAT THE POSITIONING OR A REGULAR PATROL OF UNAMIR TROOPS
THROUGHOUT THIS GENERAL AREA BE INCREASED.
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REPORT DATE 9 MARCH 95

""REPORT DATED 18 OCT 94
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT DATED 19 OCT 94

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
MURDER OF CANADIAN PRIEST CLAUDE .SIMARD

REFERENCES:

:

t:

..

1. SINCE THE DEATH OF SIMARD 17 OCT 94 AND INITIAL REPORTS FROM
UNAMIR, LOCAL RWANDAISE AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN IN CHARGE OF THE
CASE. NO REAL INFORMATION HAS BEEN OFFERED TO OUTSIDE AGENCIES ON
THE STATUS OR PROGRESS OF THE CASE SINCE 18 OCT 94.

2. AS WAS REPORTED EARLIER, IT WAS FELT THAT THE RPA AND GENDARME
AUTHORITIES WHO CONDUCTED THE INITIAL ON SCENE INVESTIGATION WITH
UNAMIR HAD AN HONEST INTENT TO INVESTIGATE THE MURDER AND COOPERATE
FURTHER WITH UNAMIR MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL IF REQUIRED.
A CHANCE INTERVIEW RECENTLY WITH A RESIDENT OF RUYENZI HAS
UNCOVERED SOME LOGICAL ACCOUNTS OF REASONS BEHIND HIS MURDER AND
THOSE RESPONSIBLE. THIS RESIDENT WAS THE EYE WITNESS TO THE DARK
BLUE CAR SEEN DEPARTING FROM SIMARD'S RESIDENCE THE NIGHT OF HIS
DEATH. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE
INTERVIEW.

3. AFTER THE 6 APRIL 94, THERE WERE MANY PEOPLE SEEKING REFUGE AT
SIMARD'S PARISH. HE EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT HE FELT THERE WAS NO
WAY TO PROTECT THEM (HE WAS ALONE AND WITHOUT MILITARY ASST) AND
THAT HE COULD NOT CONTINUE TO KEEP THEM IN THE PARISH. ELSEWHERE
THEY HAD DESTROYED OTHER PARISHES AND RUYENZI WAS NEW. HOWEVER, HE
NEVER SIMPLY SENT THEM AWAY BUT LOOKED FOR ANOTHER PLACE TO PUT
THEM. AMONG THE PLACES WAS AN ORPHANAGE WHERE OTHERS HAD SOUGHT
REFUGE. HE HAD KEPT A FEW REFUGEES WITH THE EXPLANATION THAT THEY
WERE HIS EMPLOYEES. WHEN THE MASSACRES ARRIVED AT RUYENZI AND
TUTSI WERE BEING SLAUGHTERED EVERYWHERE, RUMOURS HAD SURFACED THAT
SIMARD HAD REFUSED TO HIDE TUTSIS AND HE WAS PROBABLY INTERAHAMWE.
THE MASSACRES HAD CONTINUED UNTIL THE PEOPLE AT THE ORPHELINAT HAD
FLED AT THE SAME TIME OF THE FORMER GOVT FORCES.

4. SIMARD DECIDED TO GO SEE THINGS AT THE ORPHELINAT BECAUSE HE
BELIEVED THAT ANOTHER ABBE (BELGE) WOULD COME BACK WITH SOME
CHILDREN AND HE WANTED TO ENSURE THE PROPERTY WAS ~NTACT. WHILE HE
WAS THERE RETRIEVING SOME PROPERTY FOR SAFEGUARDING, IT IS SAID
THAT SOMEONE HAD THROWN A GRENADE TOWARDS HIM. THE RUMOUR IS THAT
SIMARD HAD GONE TO THE ORPHELINAT AND ENGAGED SOME RPA WITH A
WEAPON AND THEREFORE THEY THREW THE GRENADE. BY JULY THE RPA HAD
OCCUPIED THE AREA FULLY. SIMARD CONTINUED TO HAVE PROBLEMS WITH
THE RPA AND OFTEN ARRIVED LATE FOR MEETINGS IN BUTARE DUE TO
PROBLEMS AT THE MANY ROADBLOCKS WHERE OTHERS HAD NO PROBLEM.

5. . A CERTAIN MONDAy AFTER RETURNING FROM BUTARE HE HAD SOME. .
VISITORS: FATHER MANA AND MEMBERS OF THE RPA. SIMARD EXPLAINED TO
THEM A SUMMARY OF HIS ACTIVITIES AND OBSERVATIONS DURING THE WAR
AND THAT HE ALSO HAD A LIST OF NAMES HE KNEW HAD PARTICIPATED, BUT



THE VISITORS DID NOT APPEAR TO CARE OR LISTEN TO THE DETAILS.
AFTER THIS VISIT, MANY LOCAL PEOPLE HAD SAID THA'l' FRANCOIS MANA HAD
SAID THAT SOMEONE WAS GOING TO KILL SIMARD BECAUSE HE WAS SURELY
INTERAHAMWE. THE FOLLOWING WEEK HE WAS MCRDERED.

6. THE WITNESS KNOWS THAT SIMARD ARRIVED LATE TO HIS PARISH IN
THE EVENING AND THE CAR WAS OBSERVED LEAVING THE RESIDENCE LATER.
THIS SAME CAR WAS SEEN EARLIER IN THE DAY WITH RPA INSIDE. THE
WITNESS THOUGHT THAT SOMEONE MAY HAVE COME TO PASS THE NIGHT. IT
IS KNOWN THAT SIMARD WAS VERY STRICT AND NEVER OPENED HIS DOORS AT
NIGHT UNLESS HE KNEW THE PEOPLE. IT IS PRESUMED THAT SIMARD KNEW
SOME OR ALL THE PEOPLE THAT VISITED HIM THE NIGHT OF HIS MURDER.
THIS WOULD ALSO SUBSTANTIATE THE POSSIBLE REASON FOR THE MEALS THAT
ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SERVED TO HIS KILLERS BEFORE HIS DEATH.

7. BEFORE HIS DEATH, SIMARD APPEARED TO BE UPSET AND SCARED, BUT
WOULD NOT EXPLAIN. IT IS KNOWN THAT HE HAD WRITTEN TO A CANADIAN
COLLEAGUE ABOUT THE PROBLEMS HE WAS HAVING AND WHAT HE HAD DONE AND
THAT HE HAD DOCUMENTED SOME OF THE INFORMATION. THIS LETTER AND
CASSETTES WERE TAKEN THE NIGHT OF HIS DEATH. SOON AFTER HIS DEATH
MANY RPA OFFICERS HAD VISITED THE AREA AND TOLD EVERYONE,
PARTICULARLY HIS EMPLOYEES, NOT TO SPEAK TO UNAMIR OR JOURNALISTS.
IT WAS A APR MATTER AND THAT THIS WAS AN AFFAIR BETWEEN RWANDAISE
AND NO ONE ELSE. IT IS ALSO REPORTED THAT FATHER MANA HAD SPOKEN
WITH SOME PEOPLE FROM KIGALI AND TOLD THEM THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE
CONSIDERED AS (QUOTE) A BIG THING (UNQUOTE).

8. If THE RPA WERE INVOLVED WITH THE DEATH OF SIMARD, IT IS NOT
SIGNIFICANT IN THAT HE WAS CANADIJ>...N, A PRIEST ( WHITE, OR NON­
RWANDAISEi BUT, RATHER THAT THE MURDER WAS POSSIBLY ORGANIZED FROM
A RELATIVELY SENIOR LEVEL AND THAT FACTS WERE DELIBERATELY HIDDEN.
THERE IS NO PUBLIC ADMITTANCE OF INFORMATION TO PROVE OR DISPROVE
ANY WRONGDOING, NOR ANY APPARENT DISCIPLINE ACTIONED PRIVATELY. IT
IS POSSIBLE THAT THE TWO RPA/GENDARME LIEUTENANTS WHO INITIALLY
ARRIVED ON THE SCENE WITH THE UNAMIR OBSERVER WERE NOT FULLY AWARE
OF THE INFORMATION IN THE ABOVE PARAGRAPHS UNTIL AFTERWARD.

9. THE OBSERVER INITIALLY INVOLVED WITH REPORTING THE KNOWN
-DETAILS SURROUNDING THE MURDER REMAINS NOT IN A POSITION TO
INVESTIGATE FURTHER AT THIS TIME. THE INTERVIEW WAS A FORTUNATE

/

COINCIDENCE AND PURSUED. THE RECENT MURDER OF THE PREFET OF BUTARE
MAY ALSO RESULT IN A FURTHER IMPEDENCE TO ANY ASSISTANCE SOUGHT.

-,
~.
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

Nltional Defence Heildquartera
Maj- Gen George R. Pearkes Bldg

101 Col By Drive, OttawCl, Ont. CANADA K1A 0K2

J3 OPERATIONS (INTERNATIONAL)
J3 Operations (international)

April 26, 1986

To: CAPT ISBERG

Dept: ADC TO Fe UNAMIR

Telephone - Fax: 1-212·963-3090 Voice: 1-212-963-9906
ext 11186/11121

From: LCdr EM GREGORY
Dept: J3 OPS 3-2 (Africa)

.Telephone - Fax: (613) 992-8812 Voice: 613-995-2536

Subject: TVA BROADCAST 26 APR 95

1. ATTACHED IS A TRANSCRIPT OF THE BROADCAST IN QUESTION. IT IS
TYPED BY A CIVILIAN ORG AS THE SHOW AIRS, SO THERE ARE MISSING
PIECES. A VIDEO COpy OF BOTH 5TH ESTATE AND TVA ARE ON THEIR WAY
TO LT(N) PAGE.

2. FOR YOUR INFO AND THAT OF FCOMD.

KEEP THE FAITH,

No. of gages including coyer: 23
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LE 25 AVRIL 1995

LE RW~A

STATION:
EEORE:
DUREE:

TVAp'l"V
20:00
60:00

CLAUDE ~~RON (Animateur); Madame, rnon~ieur bonsoir. C' ••C
~

depui~ le Rwanda que nous vous acc~eillons c. ~oir. et nous semmes

venus ici, comme on entre dans un temple; pour 5'approeher d'un

mystere qu'on ne comprend pas, pour tenter de fa1re la paix avec

soi-m§me, paroe que personne n'a oubli~ bien ear qu'll y a tout

juste un an, ce petit pays DQiU comme un paradis terrestre, est

ri~n de moin& que l'enfer sur terre .

La plus grande tragedie humaine depuis lrexterm~nation

systematique des Juifa par les nazis y a cinquante ans, se

deroulait iei. La rivalite entre deux ethnies qui coh~bitaient sur

ce territoire depuis des siecles, tournait au massacre haineux.

L'une , celle des Hutus, tentant mime d r'lim1nsr totalement de

Ie. face de la tarre, l'a1,l.tre:, celIe cies '!'utsis. En guelgues

semaines I plus d' un million de personnes, hommes I fern..'nes, I!!.nfante, ~

ant ete a~sas5inea tout simplem~nt parce qu'ils eta~ent dee Tutais .

Dans cette eglise, comme dan~ d'autree dans le pays, le sang a

coule. Celles e~ ceux qui avaient trcuv~ refuge , n'ont pu echappe~

il u n e machine a tuer bien hu~lee, at qui oheissait ~ un plaD

precis. 9a ~'app~lle, un genocide.

Nous tenterons de vou s expliqu~r C~ soil;" I ce qu.i e I est pa,5se

!
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ici, ~n retra9ant eu~ cette terre africaine, deux des not.ss, deux

Quebecois qui s·~taient spris des gen~ qui vivent ici, avai~t

choisi de vivre parmi aux, et qui y on~ finalement laisse leur v~e.

A tout de Buit~...

Ce sont les Allemand~ qui ont ete lee premiers Blanca a entrer

ici, au Rwanda, a la fin du dix-neuvieme ~i~cle, at ap~~s la

premiere guerre mondiale, ils ant et6 rernplac8a par lea Belges.

Mais des l'annee 1900, les peres Elancs drEurope , eux, a~aient

fonde ici l une Mission catholique. Or/ si nos amie Belges ont eu

fort a faire avec les roia des Tutsis, p.rce qu'il ne faut pas

oublier que les Tutsis( tout en etant une minorite deeenaient dee

postes ele, les postes de commande dans Ie royaume. Les pr@tres de~

communautes religieuse5 eUX, se sont lances dans une evang'lisation

maaeive, d1abord et av~,t tout aupres des HutUG. Or quand vers la

fin des ann~es 50, d~out eD, se sent mis i sonner sur le continent

africain les clo~he$ des independancea nationales et dea mouvemants

de liberatioD j les Hutus cnt publie eux aussi leur manifeste avac

l'appui Qe l/Eglise catholique. Et O'est presicemene a ce moment

ell arrivaient ici dans un nombre plum imposant plus que j~ai~, las

missionnaires quebeoois, canadiens-fran9ai9, comme on di5ait a

l' epoque. ParCEl que si chez-nous I la reYohn:. ion tranquille se

mettait a vider tranquillemeut les l!;lises ; ici, ;;.~ :r;-eputation du

Rwand. en faiaait Ie fil~ cheri de l/Eglisa catho~ique, pour toute

l'Afrique.

Parmi ceux-Ia BE trouvait 1e pare Cl~ud~ Simard, ~1 per~ de

I
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S~~nte-Croix de Roberval, venu ici au debut des annees 60, et qui

venait en fait pour toujours. Parce que lore des massacres de

1994. alors que tout le monde ecai~ rapatri', lui a'dEcid~ ae
rester, et c'eat ~ci, quIll repose maintenant ...

[ChantsJ

, .. Le 26 octobre dernier. les p~reB ~e Sainte-Croix

cele:braient ~ Montreal. U:le messe de reqUiem en memoire d/un des

leurs; Ie pere Claude Simard, a$~aseine au Rw~da quelqee jours

auparavant. Pour le~ parents et les arnia du defunt, Claude Simard

etait devenu un martyre:

SOMtLIE D/UN PERE DE SAINTE-CROIX: Le drame du Rwanda nous

atteint bien cruellemen~. Dans la nuit du 17 au 18 octobre, l'un

des n8tres, Ie pire Claud~ Simard, a ete e~attu apres 2~ ann~es de

vie missionnaire au Rwanda. II a et~ inhume dans sa paro~sse, deux

jours plus tard. Claude a d~cide de reste~ au R~andal malgr~ lee

dangers qu'~l connaissait bien. Il disaie a un confrere l'an

dernier: ~j'ai maintenantd~ sang rw&ndaia dana lee veines. Je

veux vivre ici, travailler iei, et mourir iei ... »

C.~UDE CRARRON ~ Deux sernaines avant sa mort, Simard ecrivait

i sa soeur a MOntreal:

«Co.m.'ne je vis au Rwanda depu.is pxecqiu» 30 ans, annei:$ de

bunheur, de solidarite et d'amitde, j'ai decide de reacer au m~lieu

deB Rwanda. .i/;/, en ce t t e periode xree d0l.21oureuee de leur bistoi:re.

J'ai accepte 1GB ris~Jes et j'ai v~cu toutes ~orteB d~imprQesions

.e c de sentiments. !1.6lis le souvenir Le plus vivece qui reate en

I
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moi, c'esc le seneiment d'impuissBnce , de fr~s~ration douloureus9

de ne pouvoiJ;' .auver tout ceux qui etaient menaces.»

HOMiLI~ ~'UN PSRE DE SAINTB-CROIX : .. ,Plusieure temoins

disent avoir senti leg £o~ces du mal dechaInees. Un missionnaire

disait: «il n'y a plua d'e~fer, car les demons sont tous,rendus au

Rwandat et ils y ont apporte l'enfer avec eux~.,.

[Chan~~ rwanQa~SI son de cloche, etcJ

.•. 1' Abbe Emmanuel, .ea c. L: un des :rares pretres tutsis ~ avoir

survecu au ~aSBacre. GrAc~ a la pr.otection de son ami, le pere

Simard. Dans cette p~roisse, pres de 20 mille personnee ont p~ri

dans les tueries ...

ABBE EMMANUEL: .... Il Aeait pauvre. II etait pauvre, il

pratiguait la pauvrete. Tout os qu'il recevait, il le donnait aux

pauvres. II ;aim.ait le pays, et le fait qu'il n'a pas voulu

quitter, alors que tous lea Etrangers se pricipitaient pou. quitter

le awanda, il a prefereaouffrir, Personnellement jJai perdu un

p!re B~irituel( j'ai perdu un ami, j/ai perdu un confrere.

CLAUDE ~~ON : Salon diver~ ti~oir.s trois hommes sent

arrive s en vo :i~t.ur6 iei, le soh- au 1. '? oetobre, alors que Claude

Simara terminait son souper. Le p~r~ Simard a p-rtage une papaille

avec deux de ces visiteurs, puis ceux-ci lui ont sans doute di~

q;;.' ils allaient Ie t.uer .

I15 sont venu ici dana la chambre r

certainemenc qu'il a demande ~ petit moment pour prier. Alore il

etai t a 9'enoux; quand on volt 1" l5it:.uation, il etait ,Si. genoux, au

- ---- ----

i
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moment ou il priait je pense qu'il a re9u un coup de marteau. A
cote de Bon corps, y avait un marteau, ~n marteau de menuisier, et

le marteau est encore iei ~ns la chambre, on l'a lai6~e io1 dans

sa chambre. f;a clest son lit, 9a C'est son petit lit qu'j,l aimait

beaueoup, ~/e$t son petit lit. voil~ Ie m~rteau, ils l'ont laisse

ici, et la corde ils l'ont laissee ici.

CLAUDE CHARBON : LeRwanda que decouvrait Claude Simard i1 y a

trente ans, a d/apo.d ete convo:~t~ par le& perea Blancs europesns.

Des Ie debut du vingtieme si@cle, lee Belges sont envofttes par ce

petit coin de paradis terrescre, au tous les habitants partagent

une m~me langue, le kinyarwanda(7J, et adorent un memQ o1eu,

~imana{7). L'evangelisation sera done d'autant plus facile, il

eutfira ~e donner a Himana, les vertus du Dieu chr~tien.

NON-IDENTIFIE 1 Per~, ,une femme demande a Stre administree.

Mourants et vivants, profitent du passage de l/homme de Dieu.

Ct.,AWE: C'RARBON: En que.l.ques anne.!!s, Le s pe:(es Blanee

reuBs1ssent A imposer le~.s oroyanc6s dans la vie, at meme dans la

mort des Rwandaie ...

TRAME SONORE : ... Il av.~~t envoye son fils sur 1& terre pour

leur apprendre la bonte et la charite, et il~ ajoutaient que la

bonte d'Himana, devait nous enseigner a etre boca envere autrui,

maia ell.el3 ne tili:1nsent pas.

m~me envers nc~ ennemi~ . Vie a~ travail, c'est pour le bon Die~,

CT.,AUDE CHARBON: Mais J.f:l,r; mi esf.onnad rea ne 86 limitent ptl~ a

et on s'y met de bon coeur. Les pierres sont dures a extra~re,

I
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aa~v~r lea amea. En dehors des Bglisee, lea peres Blanca

mobiliaent leurs fidelee pour b&tir l'empire. 118 ccntr~lent de

vaat.es entreprises ccLon.i.al es . lIs .Blevl!mt Lea Tutsis au rang de

raC8 sup~rieure. pour en faire les gerants de leurs comptoirs

colonisis.

Lea Rwandai5 sont divises entre Hutus et Tutais. e~lon les

memes techniques qui ssront utilisees pl~& tard, en Allemagne

nazie,

Au coura oes annees 50, la col~re de la majoriteHutu eclate,

en une aerie dJemeuteB et de r~voltes. On organise la tenue

d'elections. Le Rwanda independan~ est n~, dirige par un

gouveynement hutu. LI~glise' fait appel a de nouveaux

miss~onnai~ee, sans passe colonial. Parmi eux, le pere Georges­

Hetl.ri Levesque:

p~ltE GEORGES-HEN!<.I LEv:E:SQt.J:5: IMissiO!'lnaire) My first visit

there, in Janua~ Q~, ! saw the whole population, the bishops,

protestants, and catholics ~ishope, the whole country, the

government nGarly knealing down eo ask. m~ to orga!li~e that

university. r could not refuse. .
.~

CLAUDE CHARBON ! L'~~1verBite eat inauguree en grande pompe,

SOU5 la prssidence de :a nouvelle ~li~e rwandaise, et de s~s amis

Canad1ens. Grace: a. ::iI(ilS conta.cts parmi Le a lib'raux, G~o:r.g(i'il-Henri

Leve~que oi;lt,:l.ent: 67 millions de dollars pour lJUniveraice d'U

Rwanda.

Mais sur les collines la minorite -;i,.:.t:;ic est 5Y8t~matiquement

I
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pour~haSS~Q, p~ivoe de see droits et ~errori8ee. Au coura des

annees 60, c'eat 200 mille TUtsis qui fuient a l'Etranger.

aeaucoup de ceux qui restent sont deportes ou massacres, presage

d'\.lnE! campagne qui un jour a.houtira ~ un veritable g!nocide.

Tenus jusque la dana uns ignorance beate de cette violence. le

pere Lev-segue doit y faire fa.ce brutal.mB~t lors d' un vpYage avec

un pare Blanc quebecoi5:

PM LEvEsQUE ~ La. :route que ~e suivais .pour aller voir le

pere Blano, longeait la riviere puis je voyais des t~tes qui

flottaient, des bras, des jambes ... Je lne suis p~esque decourag8,

parce que lee Hutus nOU8 ~n pa~laient p~s, il~ s'en ventaient pas,

et c'est apres coup qu'on a vu ces choses-la, mais aussitot qu'on a
comMenc~ a. E'enaperc.voir on a pro~este he1:n.

CLAUDE CHARBON : ~a persecution de la minorit6 tuteie par les

extremiates Hutus dure 35 ans. 35 annees pendant leB~elles, 18

~wanda deviant selon les depliants publ~citaires, le joyau de

l'aide canadienn~ qui 5e ~hiffre a 3DO millionG de dollars.

L'Universite de Butare, ctesc-a-dire l'Universite nationale du

Rwanda, C'est probablemene la piece ma!tresse, 1e monument ·de la

cooperation guebecoiseen ~frique. Uepuis 30 ans I y a bien d'autres

Quebecois ~ui ont fait des choaas mod~ste~, m~is p=ut·~tre aussi

importante5 dans d'autres pays. Mais la plus celebre demeure la

premiere, celIe du pare Georges-Henri Levesque, qui lui avait voulu

fai 4e coincider l'accession du Rwanda a l'independanca, done, de la

majorite Hutu~, &U pouvoIx t avec:: :i. ,?I. cr:&~tion d' une institutiO:l qui

i
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allait p~rmet~~e pour ce jeune pays de se develop~er des elites

dans taus lee domaines. Encore aUjourd'hui, c'eat une oontribut1on

qui nOU$ honore. Mais ee qu'y' faut savoir toutefois, ' t ou j ours

pour coroprendre ce qui s'est passe ici, l'annee derniere, clest que

oette universite sa trouvait a couronner une revolution ~ociale ct

politique entamee 4, ou 5 ana plUs tOt, aoutenue par l'eglise, et

qui avait deja fait son nombre de vietimes. Y avait deja eu des

Tutsis de massacres. Y en ava~t 200 mille qui vivaient en exil: au

Zaire, en ouganda, au Burundi, at done la des represailles contJ:"e

les Tutsis par le:s Hutus .<!1v a i en t deja sonne . Par exemple, on

allait fi~er un~ Dombre de place= limitees pour 1@8 Tutsie d~Bormais

dena des institutions ccmme celles-ci. Un engrenagoe dangBreux

avait done deja commence.

1973, Juvenal Habyarimana,· tm HUtu du nord du pays promet La

dSmocratie, et prend 18 pouvoir par un coup d'Etat militaire. Des

le debut, Hahyarimana eompr~nd que l'Universite nationale de Butare

au sud du pays, est essentielle pour eonsclider son pouvoir. En

p~u de temps 1 l'universite construi~e avec llaide canadiennC J passe

SOllS Ie controle de sa clique. Cst ho~me a fait partie de la

machine politique d'Habyarimana pendant plus de 10 ans. Il doit

aujourd'hui cacher son viaage. par mesure de securite,

NON-.!.D:E;NTIf'IE ; En 73 1 lea troubles ant commence- en fait: dans

1es ~colea, et principalement a l'Uhiversite nationale du Rwanda.

Tout d'un coup, nous nOllS SOmmel; lev~s, at neUB avena vu de:: 1i5::.es

affichees sur Ie campuo; des etudiants qUi devaient quitt~r

I
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l'universite par~e qu 'i15 etaient Tutsis. Ces listes etaient

constit~e~e par ces fameux comites de crise. Ce comlte de arise

aiest constitue ~galement en une sorte de tribunal, qui jugeait,

qui. devait rester a l'univ~rfiit~ ou pa:r~ir, done de qu;i. etait Hutu,

T:ltSi. Las au't:orit:es de l' univ-ersite iii l' epoque ~taiemt.

parfaicement complices de ce qui se passait, i16 laissa~ent faire.

Un de ces comites de crise, etait dirige pa. L~c Mugeser&,

plu.s tard etudiant A l'UnivsrSite Laval a Quebec, puis instigateur

du genocide.

NON...lDEN"T IFIE C/etait un g~r90n· tre5 intrigant, tree dou~,

un ineellectuel, assez exciLe au niveau d~ caract~re. C'&st un

type excite, un peu passionne, qui se paesionne pour de petites et

de grandee cho~ea. Mugesera etait l'un des membres actifs de O~

comite de crise. Done, il etait parmi ceux qui decidaient.

CLAtIDE CHARBON. Dans les annees 70 at 80, Habyarimana met en

veillauae cas poli~iques de pU:~ification ethnique, afin de seduire

les leader€ occid2ntaux, qui voient en lui un dictate~~ mod~le.

MARGARET CATHY-CARSON ( ? )

entend rester aux cotes de ...

Je tiens a souligner, que le canada
.,
+

CLAUDE C:~RON ; ... En 1~6a, Margaret Cathy-Carson alors

dire~~r-ice de l'Agencl!: canadienne pour le dtveloppement

international promet une aide accrue au Rwanda.,>

MARGARET CATh~-CARSON : . - .vive l/Unive~5i~e nationale du

Rwanda! Viva Ie Rwanda! Viva IJa~itie Rwandais . Canadiens, je VOU8

z'emer-c Le . . .

6132367568
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C4AUD~ CHARBON : Apr~s avoir pris Ie controle ds l'Universiti

nationale, Habyarimana met sur pied un ambitieux projet d'education

d~lS Ie nord du pays. Un fastueuK monument elev~ & sa gloire, a
Ramboura, son village natal. Un college finance par l'a~de

canadienne, et adminiatre pendant 13 ans par lea fr~res .de

l'lnstru~tion ~hr~tier~a du Quebec. Aujourd'hui a l'abandon, ce

college a joue a une epo~Je, un role important oans le plan de

purixieatio~ ethnique au Rwanda.

Mais lea fr~rea de l'Instruction chrettenne De eernblaient paa

ae r~ndre compte de tout ce qui S8 tramait ~ Ramboura . La Colline

du president:./ deviant progrel3si'V'ement un terrain privi.lr!g1.a pour

former un mouvement de jeunesse de plua en plus militant. A

travers le Rwanda, ces jeunee se preparent pour un canflit ethnique

planifie par un groupe d'intimes du president, un sroup& connu eous

le nom de l'Acazou(?). c'est-a-dire la «Petite maison_. A la ~ete

de l'Ac&2ou, le colonel Elicegatoua(?), Ie beau-fr&re du president,

Agatha, la femme du president, et des membres de sa famille, et Leo

Mugeaera, leur propagandiste.

Au fur et a m@su~e que l'AcazoU Be renfo~ce, les relations

aveQ les freres de l'Instruction chr~tienne, $'envenim@nt. En S9.

loe colonel Sagatoua (?) lea expl.llse du Remboura. Au coeur de cette

mesentence, 1e frere quebecois, Franyois Cardinal. Cardinal quitte

Remboura, maie il ne var~ pas en douce . Les fr~res de

l' Instruction chrp.t.i~nne, doi!!mliu:r~!1t v'agu~s sur 6ee recriminations.

I
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ROBERT GONN~VI~L6 (Porte-parole de l'ACDIJ At one moment, it

wa~ to much, and they have a big problem with the Parishpriest

about a lot of thing~ where the .. how you say in english;

d6tournement de fond••..

CLAUDS CHAREON : Le frere Cardinal avait decouvert que de5

fonds eanadiens avaient ete frauduleusernent empoch~B par des

coneeil1ers du president. Pr@tre at eveque interimaire, Andre

Sibeau Manas est surtout connu au Rwanda eo~me un journalist~ qui

n'a pa$ froid aux yeux. II a enqu~te 8ur'leG all~gations de fraudea

~ RernOOura.

ANDRE SI~~O MANAS (7): II se~blQ ~/y' avait eu un prQolem~

d'argent qui avait ~te vers~ a une ecole de Remboura, et qui stait

confie au colonel, mais auquel la aomme d'argent n'~at pa~

parvenue, n'est pas arrivee au compte de l ' ecol e . Alors le frere

le savait, mais Sagatoua(?) aussi le savait . ..

CLAUDE CHARRON: ... Le soir du 29 novembre 1992, Ie Frere

Cardinal travail12it dans cette m~i$onr qu~na G hommea en uniforme

et cu,"me15 de mi.traillettes lui one zendu visite ...

[Brui:s de coups de t~~]

. . . c~~dinal qui avait deja 5urvecu a un attentat, n 'a pas eu

Ie tempe de o~ dcfendre. Lea rnilitaires l'ont troue de balles.

En poursuivant son enquete sur l'assassinat du Frere Cardinal,

Andre Sibeau Manas s'eet heurte a un mur de ~ilence de la part dQS

frer.es de l' Instruction chre~ienne.

7AN.DR~ SIaEAU MANAS (?) : J I a i. eSiSaye de demander a des elements

I
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de documencs ecrits a un frere de l'Inatitution chx~tienne, et qui

etait 5i je ne m'abuse a l'ecole a Remboura, ils'_ppelle, Raoul.

Je ne connaie pas eon autre nom, mais il a refuse, 11 a refuse de

discuter avec moi de~ autres problemes, at 11 avait un ton mena9ant

en me disanc que je devaia me tenir trarur~ille, qu'il avait rien a

faire dana ce p~oblem~. (Inaudible) ... Qu'est-ce qui sA,passe? Je

ne suis pas alle pl~a loin, mais il ro'a ait: cle document, il se

:rouve dans le miniatere de 'la f (inaudible) primaire et aecondaire,

si vous voulez allez Ie chercher ~a-bas, moi je n'Q1 pluB rien ~ ce

sujet , je ne sais plus r~en de cette histoire-la.»

ROBERT GONNEVILLE~ J/ai entendu parler du frere RQO~l, gu~ a

obtenu ~n cheque, qui a reussi a fair~ Bortir un cheque de la

banque pour prouver que 1& personne qui a ~igne en arriere, c'eet

pas lui OU e'etait un autre qui avait sign6 ~insi de suite. ~a, Ie

£rere Raoul a raconte.,.

JOURNALISTE NON-IDENTIFIE : ...Mais savaia-tu que c'etait 1e

colo~~el Sagatoua qui avait signe?

ROBERT GONN£VILLE : Non j~ eavai~ pas que c'etait lui.

ANDRE SIEEAU MANAS ; Maie je reate convaincu que le frere

Cardinal a ~L§ aS$asaine, au minimum avec la complici~e du cclonnel

Soi.gat cua en '
CLAUDE CHARRON Peu de temps avant sa [\\0>:'\:., Le frere

Cardinal avait pa~l' de s~a preoccupations a sea confreres. 11

avait egalement avis!? la repr6senCante du Canada au Rwanda, Odette

Maltais, des reen$ces quJil a~oit ~e~ues du colonp-l Sagatoua(?) f l~

I
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heau-frere du president. Odette Maltaie, refuse aujourdrhui de

repondre a nos questions sur ce cas.

ROBERT C;A~VJ:l,IJ:l • r 1 m ~ure t.ha t; the Canadien government

know exactly whats happeneQ in 1992, for Brother Cardinal ...

CLAUDE CEARRON : ., •• :La miniatre zeeponaab.Le de l' a,ids

oelnadienne en A£rique, Christine Stewart atfir:ne pour sa part

ignorer 1~ fait Que das fonds canadlens aient ete detournes:

CHRISTINE STEWART (Miniatre responsable de l'aiQe 'canadienne

en A£ri~eJ : I understand that just the vague information I hav~,

was that he was encouraged to leave the country, b~t didn/t want to

leave the co~~try. He wasn't under threat. That's very serious.

A4 you say, I've been in those situations myself and I've left. He

didn't.

CLAUDE CHARRON: Une enquete plus approndie ~ur 1e meurtre de

Cardinal aurait pu permet.cz-e doe comprendre C~ q\li se tramait au

Rwanda, en 1~~2. La mOu~Qmene de jeunesae que les Canadiens ont

a1d6 ~ mobiliser, se transforrne peu a peu en un vaste reaeau de

miliciens, des initairea: rls seront les futurs executants du

e.h nov~~re 9~, Leo Muges~ra ( l'ancien etudiant de Laval,

dE!'V~tJu le: p.opa.gandiste du regime, incite 1es HUtU8 a tuer leurs

voisi.ns Tut.~is .

NON- 1DENTIP.Ig: Le lcmc:iemail1, l a soue r!g1on dQ Kabaya(?) s'est.

enflammee, y a eu des dizaines de morts. l,e message etait parti,

et se fut pratiquement le d~but des ma~~acres contre l e s Tutsis, de

I
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fa90n precise, at il a eu un role je dirais catalyeeur, hain ce

disco~~5, Mugeeera m'a dit: «ce qui est en train de Be mener ici,

c'est une lutte inter-ethnique. Il n'y aur~ pas de place pour des

demies mesures, Jl0U~ avons ~~~oin d~ gens engages qui 1ront

jusqu'au bout..:&

CLAUDE CHARRON Les premiers maS5acr8S de Tutsis ont lieu

dans Ie nr;;Jrd du pays, coue pres de Remboura, la Colline du

president. Le genocide s'arnplifie. ~e premier miniatre Jean

Kamanda(?) mobilise les milice~civile. Parmi lea expatr1es, la

panique s'inatalle. Presque tous s'enfuient: travail1eu:l:"s des

organisations humanit&ires, religieux, et mame 1a majorit6 des

caa~es bleue de l'ONU.

Les miliciens ~e rnQttent au t~avail. La chasse ~ux Tutsis

s'organise. Dans leG semain~s qui su.:1.vent, aucune region du Rwa.nda

n'est ipargnee. En trois mois, pres d'un million de personr~es sont

assascin~eG. Le p~re Claude Simard est le seul Canadien a ~tre

demeure en pl~in coeu:t du g~nocide. .A la fin a'avril, des milliers

de Tutais se Bont rerugies dans une vallee. tout pres de chez-lul.

ANDRE SraEAU MANAS: Alors un jour, un beau matin qu'on a vu

Le s cami.ons des milit.lires descendrent dans cette vallee la, alors

il a a eu l' intuition que l es Tucsis qui etaisnt dans catt= vaLl ee .

allaient !cre massacr~s par cas militaires. Alors i1 a pris sa

radio, il a depose ici, il a enregistre lea coups des bombes­

CLAUDE CHARRON ; Plu6 tard, lc pere Simard a fait ecouter

cette cass8t~e ~ d~s journalistee ttr.~ngers.

I
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xi» 01.1t pa.J:~C§ pe.n~l5.nt: 4$ mi.nutie» , et au moment oil le pere qui ttait:

~~t endroit, il gJest Benti fixe par les gens au portaille. Il m'4

dit: «est-ce que ces grandes or5~~~sations Be rendent compte

qu'slles sont infiler~es?»

CLAUDE CHARRON; Plusieurs employes de cette agence de lroNU,

etaient sympathlqultiS au t1PR. e~ orit; sana doute interpre~e les

propos de Simard, comme une critique du nouveau r''iime et une

defense des miliciens Hutus. QuelQues jou~s plus tard l Claude

Sima.rd etait assassine, plongeant ses paroJ.9siens dans le desa.~oi.

IMMACULEE NERAGERE : Je ne peux pas voua le dire~ parce qua

aauf si VOUB voyez i l',interiaur ::les ge%1s, au coeur... J'ai eu de la

paine parce que rernar~e~ bien gue apres a~oir manque toute rna

famille, je suis revenue a cause de lui. II a Qte aussi tue.

CLAUDE CHARRON : ~a minimtre Chri$tine steward, refuse

d'acouse~ le nouv~au r4g~me:

CHRISTINE STEWART: I don't have avidence to $~Y that. I mean

I see a very, very fry job governnent. That's what I do see,

CLAUDE C~~ON ~ En mars dernier, Ie capitaine oQnadien

Is~ber3(?)' casque bleu de l'Otru au RWMnda, a trouve un temoin ole

qui a ~~ les assassins ~e Simard le scir du meurtre. Dans ce fax,

Iseberg ce que lea temoins lui a raconte: que Claud~ Simard avait

des prob1emes avec le FPR, qu- un aut re pretre militant du r.'PR avaa t

dit a~x habitants de Ruyenzi, que Simard eerait tuei que Ie jour du

meurtre, des soldats du fPR ant fee vus dana la merne voitu~e que le

t~tl1oin a vu plus tard, quitter le lieu du crime. II Tseberg ajoute

I
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que le orime a probablement ete planifie a. un niveau superieur, et

lee faits I deliberement caches.l' Ces preuvea, eontredisent la) CD"; 4~~\1/.dl'"
r J- /#.//.... ,(:

version officielle enterinee jusqu'ici, par 1e souvernement ~N~ ~~~D~iI

canadi@n. ~~;'~~~~~i
vJ~ANDRE SIBEAU ~s (?): C/e5~ un fait que si on voulaic 1 a/Qst

d.es chases de lJ!itat, et guion e:8saie d@ poursuivre de 'dire ~mais

dttes-nOU8 qui est-ce qui a fait qa7 Mont.raz-noue 00. l/enqu!te en

est.» Que queJ.quJun pose la question. C'est un fait que ~a peut

ee repeter. C'e$t exacternent la meme chose comme Ie genocide. si

on ne pou~5~it lea auceure du genocide, il peut ae repeter. ~.~s

61 on ne poursuit les a~teurs d'U~ c~ime, d'un asaassinat,

l'aesa5sinat peue se repetcr aussi.

I1 salt que parler t cut; haut aUjouro.'hui, corr.porte autant. de risque

Ie riou've a u :regime:

accuses d'~voir parti~ipe &~ genocide, mai~ plusieurs pens@nt

PAGE. 02161323157568

]L~DRf : Maia la VOUG posez des questions: qu/est-ce que vcu~

qu r iJ.1;': sont Hi simplement par'cc qi; ' .i Ls aont, HutllS.

Andr*. Bibeau Manas: (7) d~nol~c= Le s axactLons du nouveau regirr.e.

CLAUDE CHARRON : La prison de But are , dans Ie sud du Rwanda.

Construite pour l 200 prisonniers, elle en ccmptait ~ 500 le jour

de notre vi5~ta. Chaque semaine, environ 1 500 personnes BOn~

arreteea A travers Ie pays, et entassees dans lea prisons salles e~

surpe~p16es Bans qu'aucun prcce~sus legal ne soit ensage. IIs sont

q ..:,1 a :. I epoque du dtci:ateur Habyarimana. ul'l. de .<ill2S con.freres

j ournaliate. vient d' ~tre f1h'Ocernemt battu pour avoir aae c:d. tiquer

I
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al1ez fa~re pour nous prateger si jamais on e'attaque a rnoi? Voua

voulez que je faase une ar.aly~e de la situation, mais vous alle~

.
avoi~ Yotre pellicule, et apr~$ vous ~eviendrez faire une enquet~

sur rna mort. QU'est-ce que vous voulez que je vaus dise moi? Y a

des choses qui vont, y a des chases qui ne vont pas. Y ~ des actee

d'assassinae r y a des ~rrestations. Alle~ d la prison vous verrez

tout ce monde ~ui es~ entass6 la-bas. C'est pas tout ce monde qui a

participe quand m~me aux operations de ma8Bacr~e: les enfanta qui

n'ont meme pas 7 ans, des enfants qui sont entre l~ et 17 ansi qui

sont enferm6s la-bas, dans un ~tat aous-humaine. Qu'est-ce que

vous voulez savoir?

CLAUDE CHARRON : Parmi l~e r.ombreux prisonniers avec qui noue

aVODS parle, y avait un pretre, un juge, ur. maire J et dee enfants .

...Beaucoup de Hutus ant prorege, cache des petits pour leur

sauver la vie, ne l'oublions pas. Ce n'Qst pas la masse des Hutus

qui ont participe au genocide. Plus ~~e jamais, le Rwand~ aura

hesoin de ses a~is. Un des problem~s -de see lendemainS de guerre,

c'est celui deD milliers d'orphelins ~~i o~t SUT.\·scu au ma~~acre de

leurs paz-ant s • Chere soeur , expr irne me s me i Ll cuz-es aaLut a t.Lcns a
toute la famille, Tu leur dis: .;-: il est encore v.ivanr.»

CLAUDE CHARRON ~ Ce SQnt le~ HUtU8 m~intenant qui ont

a~ando~~e Ie paY~1 par crainte de represailles des Tutsia. Mais ce

reviz-ement de l'histoire ne sutfie pas. Farce quun crime ne doit

pas reatel.- impuni, I?ersonne n ' a 12 droit da d~cider qui doit. et

ql....L rie cloit p ae vivr2 sur '-:.:ttt:.s planete. A la aemai.ne prcch.. Lne .

I
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