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The Secretary-General,

Cosy

Sir,

I would like to ) the Government of

and other countries co-sponsoring the known as the Group of Frien:s,
for a Trans-Euraslan Information Super Highway Inltiapve which will be presented at next sesslon of
the General Assembiy.

Developlng countries, in partnership with all the relevant stakeholders at national, regional anct
global levels, are being called on to invest in the development of network infrastructure
and to take advantage of newer, cost-effective telecommunications and computer technologles,

At present, citlzens of most Eurasian and nelghbouring|countries share a common problem in
connectlvity and have become a part of the ‘digital divifie’. Undersupply of internatlonal connect vity
and the resulting low broadband penetration levels In t ne reglon lead to a risk of ‘Isolation’ from) the
connected world of today. Long term rtisks can Include ? wlider gap in social and economic
development.

Officlals of the relevant minlistries of Azerbaijan, Iran, Egypt and Georgla as well as the 15
member countries of the TAE consortlum have already great interest to particlpate in tha
feasibility study of the Trans-Eurasian Information Highway and discussions with other

Interested countries are under way.

Azerbaijan trusts that the realizatlon of the Project will

e Increased internet adoption by consumers and at an improved price and quality;

o Improved telecommunication Infrastructure for operators and ISPs of the region;

s Reglonalizatlon of traffic, Including development storage of reglonal content;

e Strengthened economlc development through trade, e-commerce and
e-marketplaces; I

e Support In the reallzation of - soclety targets such as
e-government, e-health and

believe that In this Initlative from we will a in
societies and closing e for this 1
that you lend your support to the Resolutlon as I am here at TTU. T
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