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'l 

ll 1957 
MEMORANDUM 

, ......... . 
~ ◄ ... " 

Ref : . ......... .. ............. .. ~ .......................... .. ........ . 

A Mro Charles Ao HOGAN,Chief, NGO Sect EJ,1-EGOSOG Secretariat, 
To /7 UN Headquarters \' • (/!,/fl/ . (/ 
Do ' Clinton A. iJ.h :i.ng, External Relati~n~ a'fr;3..:tj 1;,J;Q, an Office 
From: / / ~ 2 ,, ' l ·: .:2W , ?,t!,V"J 

, 6 December 1957 
Geneve, ................. .... .......................... . 

Ohjet : Books in Hungarian 
Subject : 

lo Please find herewith a copy in German and a translation in 

English of a letter received from Dro Inama in Innsbruck by the 

World University Service and transmitted to uso It is self -

explanatoryo 

While I simply asked WoU eSo for a picture of the book situation 

for Hungarian students, WoUoSo seems to have hinted at generous aid 

in obtaining more books in Hungarian; perhaps this was done in order 

to expedite a serious replyo 

Encl-: 2 
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Mr. Charles Ao HOGAN,Chief, NGO Section, ECOSOC Secretariat, 
UN Headquarters 

Clinton Ao Rehling, External Relations Officer, European Office 

6 December 1957 

Books in Hungarian 

lo Please find herewith a copy in German and a translation in 

Engiish of a letter received from Dro Inama in Innsbruck by the 

World University Service and transmitted to uso It is self -

explanatory. 

2. While I simply asked WoUoSo for a picture of the book situation 

for Hungarian::students, Wou. s . seems to have hinted at generous aid 

in obtaining more books in Hungarian; perhaps this was done in order 

to expedite a serious reply. 

Encl- 2 



ran slat ion 

of a. letter 

From : Dr. Inama , Ungarischer Osterreichischer Kultur-und Schulverein , 
I nnsbruck . 

To : W U S , 13, rue Calvin, Geneva. 

f' 

Dear Sirs, 

Dated: Innsbruck, November 27 , 1957 
Rec'd: Geneva, November 28 , 1957 

First of a l~, •·1et me thank you for your letter of 11 October 
(MI/CL/id)·, expressing your valuable readiness to elp Hungarian re­
fugees a.nft ,which is a token of your confidence in the Kul tur- and Schul­
verein. ·,.' 

The matter raised was g iven i mmedia-ce attentive by us . However , 
1 i~ proved necessary to begin initially by establishing what had been 

done in this f i eld up to now. For , when larger means are at stake , we 
believe that the mistakes made in the first excitement of last year must 
by all means be avoided in all future actions make sure that we are not 
rushing into things without appropriate planning towards the aims to be 
realized, as otherwise success may be curtailed by duplication and waste 
of money . 

I n Graz , a publishing firm has undertakBn ,thrnugh a photo- electric 
procedure , the renewerl edition of works of Jfu.nga.ri an literature. Tl1is 
procedure will in all probability prove to be much cheaper than printing 
and entirely fulfils the purpose , with the exception of the presently 
not very satisfactory reproduction of illustrations . Therefore , if books 
a:re to be re published , it would , in our opinion , seem preferable to use 
the photo-electric w~y of production rather than a new se t-up in print . 

Both in iunich and Paris, there are second-hand bookshops , whe re 
single copies of reference and text books can be found whic could be 
used as bases for r eproductions. In addition , there is a OSSUTH pub­
lishing house in Muni ch , whi ch has undertaken the publication of Hungarian 
sch ol-text books . 

As concerns text books for the secondary sc~0ol level, it a~pears 
that the opinion among the d ' rectinp bodies of the unP,aria.r, sAcondary 
schools in Austria on the question of t e choice of' the b"oks to 1-ie used 
varies consi derahly. It wou.ld seern a.dviseable in many sub,i ects, such as 
-for instance Mathern tics, to use in the Hungarian secondary schools in 
Austria the German-l anP"uege text books of the teac _ing programme of the 
Austrian se condary schools.This applies particularly to the lower grades 
of these schools, whe re classes show a yearly decrease in the numbers of 
pupils . However, it would seem necessary to ensure first of all the means 
for the purchase of these books. ould such a scheme fall within the frame 
of your programme? 
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As concerns the publication of Hungarian university text 
books in the vl;Vious fields, it is our opinion that this should 
not be considered . Tl).e young Hungarians who take German-taught uni­
ve~sity courses , haveto adapt themselves in every respect to the 
~rnacular of their new university, lest they remain second-rate 
s o to speak toler ted, members of that university community . There 
is no danger of interpreting this point of view a.s representing 
& enace to the Hungarian national character and f'eeling, because 
we' can consider that at the age of about 18 the personRlity of a. 
hwnan being is suffic" ently f'o:rrned and strong enough so as not to 
l ~ose the imprint of' its national origin. 

From a'11 that has been said you. wi 11 g-ather that the problem 
dealt wi~n -'is not as simple as it might appear at first glance . I 
s~u-ld like t erefore, to as:~ you to kindly grant us a further de­
lay,..'llnti 1 we are ready to co ,ne forth with concrete proposals as 
to the direction in which the action you envisage might produce 
the best results . i'b.ere is however one field in which negociations 
have sufficiently advanced so as to enable us to make a suggestion 
here at least along its basic lines : -

In Innsbruck , which is the centre of the Hungarian se condary 
school system in emigration , the intention has crystallized to create 
a Hungarian reader . This would consist of 2 volumes : one for the lower 
grades of the Hungarian secondary schools , the other for the upper 
grades (14 to 18 years of age) . The latter volume would , at the same •'-' 
time, serve as an anthology of the :Hungarian- as we l l as world cultural '-' 
expressi on (history , art , literature) , which means it could be most ' 
widely distributed and therefore require a large edition from the 
outset . There are competent people here who could be entrusted with 
the editing of the two volumes . It would be a matter of providing some 
15 , 000,- to 18 , 000 , - Schillings to enab l e us to give an order for 
the elaboration of the manuscript . This project would provide , not 
only for Hungarian refugee students but alsofihe total migration from 
this country , a most valuable mediwn for the maintenance and cultiva­
tion of their national heritage . 

In term·nating we should like to repeat our request to you 
that no final decision be taken as yet . Concrete suegestions from 
this end will e submitted to you Rt the earliest possible moment . In 
the meantime , however, we should appreciate very much hearing from 
youwhether the pro~ect referred to in the preced "ng paragraph of 
providing the necessar:r meq_ns for the elAbor tio11 of a manuscript 
as described above he~ any chance of being considered by the gene­
rous donor w om you ha.ve mentioned . If so , 'e shouln he happy to let 
you have, wi.thin a very short lapse of time , a more detailed descrip­
tion oft e scheme . 

Hoping to hear from you again, 

Yours sincere+y 



lJNGARISCH-llSTERR. KULTUR- UNO SCHULVEREIN IN TIROL 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

t r 
OFFICE EUROP~EN 

DES NATIONS UNIES 

DEC-3 1957 
'I .., 
. 

MEM'ORANDUM 

Ref: 

A 
To Mr. Charles Ao HOGAN, Chief, 

De 
From: 

-

Clinton Ao Rehling, External Relations Officer, Eu:r::opean Office 

··········. ·,: ... 

Objet : Books for Hungarian students 
Subject : 

1. Please find herewith two extracts from letters which have been sent 
to the World University Service concerning the Hungarian student library in 
Viennao 

2o On Monday, I had another conversation with WUS here, to ascertain 
what progress was being made to supply us with information on th;Pe- Hungarian 
book situation in Innsbrucko At :my request, WUS telephoned directly to Dxo 
INAMA, Director, Oesterreischicher-Hungarischer Kultur und .Schulverein in 
Innsbruck. He was considerably apologetic that it had not been possible to 
indicate with any precision the present situation since there appeared to be 
a certain formal connection with the Austrian Ministry of Education on the 
question of books, and red tape had not permitted any clear picture of prospect~✓ 
with regard to the situationo He has nevertheless promised to endeavour to 
expedite decisions which will permit the presentation of a clear picture of 
books required by the studentso It is possible that this information will 
not be sent to us much before the middle of next montho 



C o p y 
• I 

Extra~t of a letter 

From: Mr. Szepessy Tibor, Ver band der gefliichteten ungarischen 
Studenten Tien, Ii en IX, Berg asse 3/Sa. 

To: Mr. Cyril Ritchie, ros Geneva, 13, rue Calvin • 
. ., ~ 

Dated: ovember 24, 1957 
Rec'd: November 26, 1957 

f-

We have an other number,;·of books-above the mentioned before-which is 
our need for ~he li~r~ry. Vhich firma is able to complete this re­
quest, if you 1,cnowAthat? Firstly we need Hungarian classical lite­
rature, nove~s (for the reading in the recreation time),than medical, 
chemistry, technical, fisical, law, botanical, trading, medicine of 
animals, etc. textbooks, and if possible, in Hungarian langu · ge . ~e 
are going to start a seminar where our students are able to discuss 
about the lessons on the University, in Hungarian and German language. 
These seminars would be leaded by dozents and assistants from the Univ­
ersity, and by students ho are finishing presently their studies. Ne 
would like also to mimeograph the material in these seminars. This pro­
ject is for a year together 19000 . -0 . Sch . ( 15 000 OSch. for the assis­
tants, 4000 . -for the mimeograph) . There is a great interest among the 
students for books about the revolution . Therefore we would like to buy, 
if possible, all of the books written about the revolution in Hungarian, 
English and German language. For this project we need O. Sch . 9000.-

As you received already, we sent the re port about the library up to 
October 20, 1957 . In the future ,v e will send the re ort regularly 
month by month . We have to infor you, that not only the membership 
of the library is increasing, but we are getting also books from them 
as gifts . In this connection we have to tell that our book-shelf is full 
already with books, and we have to buy a new one. The cost of it is 
0 • Sch • 2 500 • -

Ne send the report about the library : 
Hungarian classical literature: 
English 

English, German, Hungarian textbooks 

German classical literature 
All together 

395 books 
345 " (200 lended from 

merica H.ouse) 
462 

197 
1399 

" 

II 

" 

Plus 200 books lended from a cultural institute, until this institut 
will not begin its regular work , 

Textbooks for language courses: 
English 
German (to the taperecorder) 
Dictionary (little form) . 

180 books 
200 books 

50 books 

A 



.. 

C o p y 

' of , a letter 

Frcm: Mr. Szepessy TIBOR, Verband der gefluchteten ungarischen 
Studenten Wien, Wien IX, Berggasse 3/5a 

To: Mr. Cyril Ritchie; WUS Geneva, 13, rue Calvin 

ff.. 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY 

Dated: November 20, 1957 
Rec'd: November 25, 1957 

The Library- ~as opened in a ceremony at August 23, 1957. The name 
of t~e library is: Library of Hungarian Students, Magyar Diakok 
K'onyvlara. 

The present number of the books: 1295.- pieces. 
These books were given by dif~erent organizations and persons, as 
CARE mission, National un·on of Students in Holland, mJS, America 
House and ,other organizations. 

There a.re in the Library germ.an, english, Hungarian books fr 0m the 
technical literature and .i oyful-li tera.tu:re. 

Books taken out in one week: 

from 

" 
ft 

ff 

It 

ft 

tt 

It 

" 

August 
" 

Sept. 
" 
If 

tt 

It 

Oct. 
ff' 

19-25 .•.....•.....••..• 25, 
2~-Sept 1 .••........••• 32, 

2-8 .................. • 51, 
9-15 ........•.....•••• 79, 

16-22 .................• 67, 
23-29 .................• 85, 
30-0ct. 6 ..•..•••••..••• 92, 

7-13 .. ....•.•••••.••• 133, 
14-20 ................ . 141, 

At the same time in the Library are read many books, which are not 
taken out and the students are learning in the Library for the exam.ens. 

The members of the Library by number a.re: 230. 
From these: 11 with batchelor _degree, 

179 student 
21 Highschool student, 
19 other (bun gariari refugees). 

The report was made before October 20. 
Day by day the number of the members are increasing . 

The most i nterest is for Hungar i an classics, Anrl for books h. ch ere 
on index duri~g the Comr~unist system. Therefore we would like to in­
crease Olli' Lib r ary with books like thiR. On the s e cond hand we need 
technical literature for students le~ning for their next exrunens. 



EUROPEAN OFFICE OFFICE EUROPtEN 
DES NATIONS UNIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Ref: 

A 
To 

De 
From: 

., 

' 

Mr. Charles Ao HOGAN, Chief, NGO Section, 
UN Headquarters 

Clinton A External Relations, 

············· ·i-.. ············•··················· 

NOV 12 1957 

Objet : Your memo of 4 November 
Subject : 

1. ?1Y memo of 6 November concerning books for Hungarian students 

seems to have crossed yours. I have been frankly disappointed in the 

World University Service and have not concealed lJ\Y feelings from them 

over this question of the supply of materials for Hungarian students 

in Innsbrucko In effect, the lists forwarded to you earlier this 

week were given to us by WoU.s. without waiting any longer for the 

reply which they have been pressing for from Innsbruck on the precise 

situation at the school thereo 

2o I checked with WoU.So again this morning to see whether or 

not any word had been received in response to the telegraphic reminder 

sent to Innsbruck on 6 November. w.u.s. in Geneva is telephoning 

Vienna today to ask its representative there to contact Innsbruck 

for the information needed. 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

OFFICE EUROP~EN 0 
DES NATIONS UNIES .. 

r, OL 

MEMORANDUM 
6 ~OV195l1 

... .. 
I) 

A : Mr. Charles A0 HOGAN, Chief, NGO Section, ECOSOC Secretariat, 
To : UN Headquarters 

De : Clinton A0 i' Rehling, External Relations (NGOs}, European Office 
From: 

Ref : . ............ ~ ..... ................ ......... .. .... .. . Geneve, .. 6. . .Nov.ember. .. 195.7 ........ . 

Objet : Books for Hungarian students 
Subject : 

lo We have received today part, if' not all, of the information 
which we have requested concerning the need for books in Hungarian 
for Hungarian students in Austria. The two lists enclosed give the 
authors and titles of books which appear to be highly desired and 
needed by those studentso The titles are in Hungarian, but I have 
indicated in the margin the general categorieso The lists were made ....... 
up principally, if not entirely, by the persons in charge of the '-
Hungarian student library in Vienna, which was put on its feet about 
two months ago by the World University Serviceo The books are all 
available in Vienna and none of them, I understand, has any kind of 
political slanto I also ~~erstand that at least the liter ary books 
would also be needed in I~brucko 

2o As soon as the fuller information requested a long time ago 
about the needs of the Innsbruck School is given to us, we shall 
forward it to you. 

Encl. 
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Mr 0 Charles A. HOGAN, Chief, NGO Section, ECOSOC Secretariat, 
UN Headquarters 

Clinton Ai Rehling, External Relations (NGOs), European Office 

6 November 1957 

Books for Hungarian students 

1. We have received today part, if not all, of the information 
which we have requested concerning the need for books in Hungarian 
for Hungarian students in Austria. The two lists enclosed give the 
authors and titles of books which appear to be highly desired and 
needed by those students o The titles are in Hungarian, but I have 
indicated in the margin the general categories. The lists were made 
up principally, if not entirely, by the persons in charge of the 
Hungarian student library in Vienna, which was put on its feet about 
two months ago by the World University Service . The books are all 
available in Vienna and none of them, I unde~stand, has any kind of 
political slant . I also understand that at least the l~:!Drary books 
would also be needed in Inpsbrucko 

2. As soon as the fuller information requested a long time ago 
about the needs of the Innsbruck School is given to us, we shall 
forward it to you. 

Encl. 
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-i.CA 10/02 E.0 .• 
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., 

. I\ 
.J ... ' 

DATE: 
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• ,., 
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FOR ACTION 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE OFFICE EUROP~EN 
DES NATIONS UNIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

MEMORANDUM 

A: 
To: Mr. Charles o HOGAN, Chief, NGO Section, ECOSOC Secretariat 

De : 
From: 

Clinton 

# 

. I ll,ehling, 

,! t . 
J/ 

External fficer , European Office 

Ref: Gcnevc, ...... ,,,,.2.!'.~?.,,,.. }9.?..'l ......... . 

Objet : 
Subject : Books in Hungarian 

~~- . Confidential C'Af1 I ""' [ 

1 . I should like to bring you up to date on the informal enquiry 

concerning the availability of books in Hungarian for refugee studentso 

week ago, I reminded Ducret, of World University Service , that he 

had not sent to me by the day promised some observations on the book 

sitUationo He explained that it had not been possible to obtain the 

information in as complete a form as required because of the absence 

in Africa of two of his colleagues who had been most concerned with 

the problem of Hungarian refugees in Austria. 

2 o Today , Michael Iovenko and two of his assistants who had been 

working in ustria called on met<;> ascertain exactly what ki nd of 

information I was interested in havingo I repeated to them that it 

was simply a question of curiosity on my part to l earn what the book 

situation was for refugee students in Austria, and perhaps elsewhere , 

who were endeavouring to pur~ue studies in Hungarian. Thw gave me 

certain general indications of the problem being faced and promised 

to furnish me within a week a written report which I will in turn 

immediate]y ' forward to you. 
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10 Jun 1957 

Your ref: Gl/180/4 

~ 
Dear Dr. Pfister, 

Your let» r of 10 April has been forwarded to me her in 

ew York. 
· · This i just to let you know that I finished my assignment 

in Vienna. about th • of March and I have since be back to 

my original powt in eirut, Lebanon, and 
now at the United 

ati ons Headeµ arters in ew York• 
1 of course happy t~ have news of developments in 

Austri in r lation to the Hungarian Refug e trobl but you 

should kno I no longer closely associated with it. 
I hope w hall have an opportunity to discuss 1Nhat has 

happened on my next visit to a«ieva. 

Dr. Maria Pfister 
Mental. Heal.th Section 

orld Health Organization 
Pala.is des tions 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Yoo.rs sincer J.y, 

Em t C. Grigg, 
Chi f 

community Developm t Group 
Bureau of Social Affairs 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE OFFICE EUROP~EN 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS DE s ~NAT r ON s·-~·u,ii" Es·. 

To 

From: 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Mr •• Hogan, hief , NGO ection 
ecreta.ria of the Economic and ocial Council 

C .A. ,e t 5 , :External elations Officer 

MAY 2 41957 

Our Ref : .... G.,.I. .. J.0/ 2,. .. 205J.J ..... C_1\H/mb 

Your Ref : ........ .... ....... .... ... .. ......................................... 

Subject : U HCR Co- ordination Committee :·or 
Problem of children in Hune;ary 

1 . t the meeting yester ay afternoon of the above Cormr~ttee, whic 
brings NGOs together regular y for exchanges of views and harmonization 
of aid to Hunga:..ian refugees, problems and :9rocedures for handli ng 
Hungarian refugee children se arated from their arents ..-ere dif..cussed. 

2 This led to a uestion being raised byte re resentative of 
1'Entr 1 ide Ouvriere Internationaletr concerning cLildren still in 
Hun ary whose arents left Hungary as refugees. It was the first time 
this latter matter had come up at these meetin6 s . 

J. The representative of the International Committee of the ed 
ross , in response to the uestion, explained that her organization 

had tried to work out an agreement with the Hungarians which would 
permit these c ildren to join their farnilies abroad. The Committee of 
the Red Cross had proposed a scheme for _:;eneral ac ion, which 1-.ould 
take account of mo er.lents both of c .ildren from Hungary to join their 
arents in other countries , and for children outside of Hungary t Join 

their parents in Hun~ary where bona f i de evidence existed that this ~as 
the desire o" tho8e ::;arents. 11 movements wou d be su ervised by the 
International Red ross . The ropos was not accepted by the Hungarian 
authorities, who submitte counter p~o osals . Ne~otiations concerning 
the general progra,rJ:) of transfers are not yet concluded ; all 
f3.cilities would have to be assured Lefore the operation could be 
undertaken .. 

4. The representative of u-7 tr ' ide11 then stres"ed t at }_Jressur 
should be ut on the Hungarian Government to grant s eedil the ri ht 
for children to j oin their parents abroad and thereby alleviate the 
intense an~_uish the resent situation produces . 

5. Mr. Pine ar , s eakine for the High Commissioner recalled t at 
the negotiations 1vere difficult · d delicate, and must roceed in such 
a way as to avcid any prejudice to future possibilities 
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6. I am rin~inc t . is matter to your attention because of certain 
indications of your interest in problems concerning Hungary. It may 

f 
be that Mr . de Seynes has been kept informed of the prolonged 
negotiations of the International Cff:rn.ittee of the ed Cross . If 
not, and he fould wish more information, we could obtain it for him 

1 here . Mr . Obez v,rill return to Geneva on Friday. 

cc. Mr. P . Obez, UN Liaison Officer for elief to the Hun arian People . 



WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 

Palais des Nations 

GENEVA - SWITZERLAND 

Telegr. : UNISANTE - Geneva 

... ~ 
In reply please refer to ; 

Priere de rappefer la r4!f4!rence : 
Gl/180/4 

CONFIENTIAL 

,J 

Dear Mr. Grigg·, · 

Tel. : 33 10 00 - 33 20 00 - 33 40 00 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANT~ 

Palals des Natlono 

GENi:VE - SUISSE 

T4!l4!gr. ; UNISANTE - Genev1: 

10 April 1957 

4 
Thank you very much for your letter of 1 April and for Dr . Strotska•s 

paper which you sent to me. As soon as I have studied it I will answer you 
in detail and give you my impression. , • 

In the last few days we had the pleasure of having Dr. M. Stepan, 
a psychologist from Vienna with us. She just came back from Thailand where 
she has worked for the past two years as a Mental Health Consultant for 
WHO. She is a well experienced psychologist and I had the impression that 
she has a good understanding for social work and social psychology. Dr. 
Strot~a asked her to assist him in his refugee work. May I suggest that 
you get in touch with her? Her address is: · 

Vienna 18 
Koehlergasse 18 

It is my feeling that you will find her a really helpful person. 

Mr. Ernest c. Grigg 
Special Adviser 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
Schwindgasse 5 
Vienna J.V 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Maria Pfister 
Mental Heal.th Section 
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