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Dear Mr. Steiner,

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for
your letter of 12 August containing IUCN inputs for the upcoming
World Summit on Sustainable Development to be held in Johannesburg,
and inviting him to visit the IUCN Environment Centre whilst he is
there.

The Secretary-General regrets that he will not be able to visit the
IUCN Centre due to his very charged programme in connection with the
Summit.

With continued best wishes for success in your worthy endeavours,

Yours sincerely,

-Marta Mauras
Ector
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12 August 2002

IUCN has been working hard during thepastj2 mqnths to.help make Johannesburg and the
"World"Summit ori"Sustainable Development a success. As we prepare to depart to South Africa I
_wanted to shaj^ejwrth^you^sgme of our inputs as^I believe they will[help^ tci dernonstrate thatlUCN -
~as a global Union of almost 1000i members .-wjlfbe^a.committed partner in realising key elements
"of the emerging post-Johannesburg agenda.

Conservation is a vital component of sustainable development. Management of ecosystems and
sustainable livelihoods are at the core of lUCN's mission. Our work across the globe is focused on
addressing this fundamental link. In our Progress and Assessment Report for 2001 we have
documented some of the approaches and concepts that IUCN and its membership have
developed to address the development challenges and dilemmas we all face.

Conservation work in the 21st Century is not only focused on threatened species and landscape
protection although our work in this field provides the scientific foundations for a wide range of
resource management and utilisation strategies such as forest restoration, wild biodiversity and
agriculture, bush meat, management of watersheds, medicinal plants and floodplain agriculture -
all of which are among the most significant livelihood resources for the poorest of the poor. It is
also and increasingly about exploring the link between nature and livelihoods - be it at the level of
individual households or a national economy. It is also about new forms of engagement with
economic sectors such as mining, agriculture, tourism and oil exploration and indeed new
partnerships with the private sector as a major user of natural capital.

IUCN continues to invest in the capacity and potential of its global membership to offer innovative
and far reaching inputs on conservation which in our philosophy implies equally the protection of
threatened species and ecosystems but also the sustainable use of natural resources to sustain
human development. During the current year we have selected - in addition to the WSSD - five
issues for priority focus in catalyzing innovation in IUCN and synthesizing the Union's global
lessons learnt:

v Poverty and sustainable livelihoods - to identify where we have succeeded in creating
mutually reinforcing linkages to the benefit of people and nature while also reviewing the
World Bank's PRSPs in terms of their implications for economic development and natural
resources - be they forests, fisheries, water or wildlife.
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s Invasive species - to assist the international community in developing a better
understanding of what is now considered the second most important threat to biodiversity
with far reaching implications for natural resources - be they forests, fisheries, water or
wildlife.

^ Mining and biodiversity - to facilitate a global initiative in partnership with our members
and the world's top 10 mining corporations to develop a conflict resolution approach
where mining operations are proposed inside Protected Areas which today cover 10% of
the terrestrial territory - a growing source of conflict among communities, governments
and the private sector worldwide.

^ The precautionary approach and environmental governance - to assess the impact
and effectiveness of what has become one of the most frequently cited yet least defined
elements in national environmental legislation and international agreements by reviewing
the experience in two sectors - fisheries and forestry.

^ Trade and biodiversity - to better understand the opportunities and threats of trade to
conservation and to build the capacity of the environmental community to engage in the
WTO process following Doha.

For these five issues we have allocated special funding to enable IUCN staff in different offices
and thematic programmes to collaborate with members of ILJCN's six global Commissions in an
effort to pull together state of the art expertise and knowledge thereby linking on the ground
experience with cutting edge science and global policy expertise. Where IUCN succeeds in
facilitating these global learning processes it offers a unique platform for civil society, the private
sector and governments to develop new options and approaches for sustainable development.

As we look forward to what will without doubt be a difficult Summit, IUCN believes that it is
prepared for the challenge of moving the sustainable development agenda forward. In this
endeavour I hope we can count on your continued and active support.

May I also use this letter to extend a personal invitation to you Jo spend some time with jjs at^the
IUCN[Environment Cejn^rej^ghanjTesburg. Nedcor has kindly offered IUCN the use of its"

"co'fporate headquarters to enable "us - and our members and partners - to engage in an intense
programme of work, of partnership development and knowledge sharing during WSSD. I have
enclosed a brochure for your information and additional information can also be found on our
website at http://www.iucn.org.

With my best wishes

Achim Steiner
Director General
IUCN - The World Conservation Union
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