
Note for the Secretary-General

As a follow-up to your meeting with the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee /
thof the World Summit on Information Society held on 8t October, I called Mr. Utsumi

and indicated to him your personal commitment and support for the Summit process.

Mr. Utsumi said that the first meeting of the PrepCom had not made much
progress on the substantive preparations for the Summit. It had also taken a restrictive

~view on the participation of NGOs and the private sector in the Summit, which had left
these stakeholders somewhat dissatisfied. He sought our help in ensuring their full
participation in the preparatory process and at the Summit. He also sought your support
in bringing the Summit to the attention of the Heads of State$ and Governments. He also
expressed concern about lack of funding for the Summit.
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As a follow-up to your meeting with the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee j
of the World Summit on Information Society held on 8th October, I called Mr. Utsumi .
and indicated to him your personal commitment and support for the Summit process.

Mr. Utsumi said that the first meeting of the PrepCom had not made much
progress on the substantive preparations for the Summit. It had also taken a restrictive

~view on the participation of NQOs and the private sector in the Summit, which had left
these stakeholders somewhat dissatisfied. He sought our help in ensuring their full
participation in the preparatory process and at the Summit. He also sought your support
in bringing the Summit to the attention of the Heads of State£ and Governments. He also
expressed concern about lack of funding for the Summit.

Mr. Utsumi welcomed the active involvement and contribution of the UN ICT
Task Force in the preparations for the Summit and was pleased to note that the next
meeting of the Task Force would be held in Geneva expressly to contribute to the
Summit process.

He continued that the preparations at the regional level had been going on well.
The meeting held in Mali for the African region was very successful and he was satisfied
with the preparations for the forthcoming meetings to be held in Bucharest for the
European region and in Tokyo for Asia.

I suggested that a dossier could be prepared for the Secretary-General, which
could be used by you in your conversations with the Heads of States and Governments,
and a letter could be addressed by you to them, perhaps in January, before the next
PrepCom, which is to take place from 17-28 February in Geneva. I also indicated that the
forthcoming session of CEB could be used to highlight the importance of the Summit and
encourage all organizations of the system to contribute to its preparations.
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WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY
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Further to my note to you of 12 July 2002, and as I mentioned

briefly at the SMG, I would like to share with you the concern of a number
of stakeholders regarding the World Summit on the Information Society.

In the words of Mr. Jose Maria Figueres Olsen, Chairman of the ICT
Task Force, the Summit is still lacking "a call, a heart, a raison d'etre". At
the first session of the Preparatory Committee of the WSIS, which I
addressed, on your behalf on 1 July, only the draft rules of procedure of
the Preparatory Committee of the WSIS were approved. There is a feeling
that neither the "mission statement" for the Summit nor its expected
results have been fully defined, making it difficult to explain to Heads of
State and Government why they should attend the three-day Summit to
be held in Geneva on 10-12 December 2003. With ITU in the lead, some
fear that the Summit is conceived of as a meeting to discuss only how to
better deploy information technologies, rather than the wider social,
economic and political issues which might justify summit-level
participation.

As I believe he mentioned to you, the Chairman of the Preparatory
Committee of WSIS, H.E. Mr. Adama Samassekou, is currently defining his
relationship with the Secretary-General of ITU. The debate at the Second
Committee on WSIS next week, which the Chairman is expected to
address, and a subsequent draft resolution might help clarify further the
respective roles of the Chairman and ITU in the preparatory process.
Meanwhile, Mr. jcimassekou is conscious of the need to develop
substantive content for the Summit, and is hoping to create an expert
group to embark on this process.

As the process appears to be in serious need of a high-level "push",
this may be the moment for you to intervene in support of the Summit.
First, in addition to discussing the item at the next CEB on 7-8 November,
you may want to encourage the convening of a second meeting of the
High Level Summit Organizing Committee with a mandate to contribute
focused inputs to the proposed draft declaration and Plan of Action. The
"Information Society" can be envisaged as a vital tool to promote (to
quote your statement at Yale University on 2 October) "inclusive
globalization". The Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, as well as
some of my Swiss interlocutors, are also expecting your help in
encouraging the participation of Heads of State and Government in the
Summit.
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Finally, I should like to inform you that I am making progress in
organizing a World Electronic Media Forum in Geneva in December 2003
as a "side event" to the Summit, on the subject of the role of the
electronic media in the Information Society. The two-day forum (which
might open on 9 December, one day ahead of the Summit) would bring
together practitioners from media around the world. It would also serve
as a platform between Heads of State and Heads of Government taking
part in the Summit and leaders of the television industry. A project
proposal is being elaborated with the traditional partners of the former
UN World Television Forum. It is our hope that we could also enlist the
participation of well-known media personalities, such as Mr. Ted Turner.
There is no doubt that the early announcement of your own participation
would be the greatest encouragement to leaders to participate. I would
therefore like you to consider agreeing in principle to open the Forum.

All of our activities are being conducted in close co-operation with
the Department of Economic and, Social Affairs and the ICT Task Force,
whose efforts we will complement in working for the success of the
World Summit on the Information Society.

Shashi Tharoor
10 October 2002
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