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EXCERPTS FROM THE VERBATIM RECORDS OF THE
TWENTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CONTAINING REFERENCES TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL IN GENERAL

Opening Meeting
The President (A/PV.1T53 at page 26):
"...I pledge my utmost efforts to fulfil these responsibilities with
a sense of justice and courage; also with humility, in listening to the
advice of experienced delegations and the always co-operative SecretaryGeneral and his associates, advice which has "been given to me before,
generously and competently."
Address by His Excellency Mr. Richard M. Nixon
President of the United States of America
President Nixon (A/PV.1T55 at page 17):
"... Particularly, on a personal note, I appreciate the opportunity
to have been welcomed today by the Secretary-General. It is hard to
realize — and we were reminiscing about this — that just sixteen years
ago he welcomed me to Burma when he was Chief of Protocol and I was
Vice-President.
extent."

Since then we have both come up in the world to a certain
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General Debate
Mr. Nilsson. Sweden (A/FV.1755 at page 2):
"If we want to be realistic, we can hardly expect our debates here
in the Assembly, or the efforts which are deployed by the Security Council
and the Secretary-General, to result directly in settlements of current
conflicts.
(A/FV.1755 at pages 1^-5)
"... This is possibly the risk which has made the four great Powers
conduct negotiations on a method to carry out the decision of the Security
Council and in this way to facilitate the task of the special representative
of the Secretary-General.
(A/PV.1755 at pages 8-10)
"... Valuable guidance has recently been provided in the SecretaryGeneral 's report on the effects of the possible use of biological and
chemical weapons.

In the introduction to that document the Secretary-General

has indicated towards which goals those continued efforts should be directed."

Mr. Mercado Jarrin. Peru (A/FV.1755 at page 17):
"I consider that it is also incumbent upon me to make particular
reference to the activities of our Secretary-General, U Thant, who has
striven indefatigably and with most valuable results to solve the difficult
and complex subjects submitted to him."

Mr. Holyoake. New Zealand (A/FV.1755 at page 62)
11

... A report by the Secretary-General to this session of the Assembly

contains a rather telling indictment. He commented that man "being presumably
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rational" would have constructed for himself circumstances "ideally
suited to his occupancy". The report observes:
often appears true."

"In fact the very opposite

The President (A/PV.1758 at page 63):
"I now invite members to turn their attention to section V of
document A/7700, containing suggestions by the Secretary-General concerning
the general debate.
"Are there any comments?
"Since there are none, may I take it that the General Assembly
approves the General Committee's recommendation to apply as a rule the
Secretary-General's suggestions concerning the general debate?
"It was so decided."

Mr. Rifa'i. Jordan (A/PV.1759 at page 12) :
"May I also be alloved to acknowledge the valuable service of our
excellent and highly distinguished Secretary-General and his associates in
the cause of the United Nations and it accomplishments. His record has
been one of able leadership and dedication."
Mr. Stewart. United Kingdom (A/PV.1759 at page 32):
"Let me pursue this subject of disarmament in the spirit of U Thant's
call for a Disarmament Decade.

The Secretary-General, in the introduction

to his annual report (A/76"01/Add.l), made it clear that the most urgent
problem facing the world, and particularly facing the Governments of the
United States of America and the Soviet Union, is to find some way of
halting the nuclear arms race."
Mr. Romulo. Philippines (A/PV.1T60 at page 12):
"We note with alarm and anxiety the lack of progress reported by the
Secretary-General in the crucial field of disarmament."
Mr. Romulo. Philippines (A/PV.1T60 at page IT):
"The Secretary-General's observations on this point are worth pondering.
He finds that:
"while science and technology speed forward with inventions and
discoveries which were beyond imagination even a few decades
ago, young people are less content with the sluggishness of
the institutions and the structures of political, economic
and social life. Many of them are impatient, understandably
impatient, with injustice and they question the existing
channels of institutional change ... It seems obvious that,
during the years ahead, societies all over the world will have
to adapt their priorities and allocate their resources to
take into account the demands of youth."

- 5Mr. Romulo, Philippines (A/PV.1T60 at page l8):
"...It is a -warning that coincides with the significant alert sounded
by Secretary-General U Thant in the introduction to his report that is
"before us — a report which is marked by "a sustained tone of gloom",
and in which he says that "time is running out" (A/T6Ql/Add.l. para. 198)
for efforts to save world peace."
(A/PV.1T60 at page 27)
"... The Secretary-General considers it
"tragic that, at the very moment in history when assistance
efforts are "beginning to yield results, public and official
support in the aid-giving countries appears to be weakening."
The Secretary-General says that that is tragic, and I believe it is more
than tragic, it can be fatal.
"The Secretary-General finds it ironical that many people in the rich
countries who realize the costs and the dangers of neglecting poverty at
home "seem unable to apply the lessons of their domestic experience to the
shrinking world in which they live".
"The Secretary-General notes that adequate resources are available,
given the political will to use them. He says:
"I continue to be struck by the magnitude of the stake and
the relatively limited sacrifice, in financial terms, which
would be needed to improve on the past trends in the economic
growth of the developing countries: only a slight reduction
in expenditures on armaments would suffice to make available
the external resources required for solving at least some of
the gravest economic and social problems of today's world."
(A/FV.1T60 at pages 27 to 28)
"...Again this is underscored by Secretary-General U Thant's report
now before us.
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"Last May, in his statement at the opening session of the conference
on the Second United Nations Development Decade, the Secretary-General
issued this warning:
"I do not wish to seem overdramatic," he said, '"but I can only
conclude from the information that... the United Nations have
perhaps ten years left in which to subordinate their ancient
quarrels and launch a global partnership to curb the arms
race, to improve the human environment, to defuse the population explosion, and to supply the required momentum to world
development efforts. If such a global partnership is not
forged within the next decade, then I very much fear that the
problems I have mentioned will have reached such staggering
proportions that they will be beyond our capacity to control."
(A/PV.1T60 at page 31)
"Since the opportunity has been offered to us, my delegation is also
pleased to renew to Secretary-General U Thant our expression of the admiration which we have for him personally and for all his efforts at promoting
peace, as well as for the overwhelming and delicate responsibility he
bears in our Organization."
Mr. Chalmers. Haiti (A/PV.1T60 at page 51):
"The economic and financial situation prevailing in the world, if we
are to believe the Annual Report of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, His Excellency U Thant, showed a marked improvement in the course
of the; year extending from l6 June 1968 to 15 June 1969, and registered
also marked progress as compared with the previous year."
(A/FV.1T60 at page 59)
"I could not fail to applaud, this year once more, the noble efforts
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to bring peace to the Middle
East. He deserves full credit for bringing together on the problem of

- 7the Middle East the Four great Powers, permanent members of the Security
Council of the United Nations. The Secretary-General, in an appeal on
12 September, having enjoined the four great Povers to intensify their
efforts to restore peace, has arranged for 20 September a working dinner
for the four Foreign Ministers present in New York. May it result
fruitfully."
Mr. Ramani (Malaysia) (A/PV.1760 at pages 71 to 72):
"... Although is provides every opportunity for politicians to
forget the immediate, as well as the remote, past, it is my right and duty
to draw attention to the fact that after the creation of the Manila
documents the three Heads of State, including President Macapagal of the
Philippines, asked the Secretary-General of the United Nations to undertake the task of ascertainment of the wishes of the people of Sabah and
that the Secretary-General did. Before doing so,, the Secretary-General
had the forethought to state, in his letter accepting the obligation,
that it was his understanding:
"that neither the report of my representative nor my conclusions
would be subject in any way to ratification or confirmation by
any of the Governments concerned."
"It was after that the ascertainment process was begun, and it was
after that, as a result of the ascertainment, that the Secretary-General
gave his conclusion in these words:
"Bearing in mind the fundamental agreement of the three
participating Governments in the Manila meetings and the statement
by the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of the Philippines
that they would welcome the formation of Malaysia provided that the
support of the people of the Territories was ascertained by me and
that in my opinion complete compliance with the principle of selfdetermination within the requirements of General Assembly resolution
15^1 (XV) was ensured, my conclusion, based on the findings of the
mission, is that on both of these counts there is no doubt about
the wishes of a sizable majority of the peoples of these Territories
to join the Federation of Malaysia."
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Mr. Riad. United Arab Republic (A/PV.l?6l at page 53)
"In this connexion, I wish to refer to the annual report of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations on the work of the Organization,
submitted to the twenty-third session, in which he states that his personal
representative on Jerusalem stated
"... that Israeli leaders had made clear to him beyond any doubt that
Israel was taking every step to place under its sovereignty those
parts of the city not controlled before June 1967". (A/7201, p. 13)."
Mr. Jonsson. Iceland (A/PV.1762 at page 6)
"... And generally speaking, i would like to echo the remarks of
the Secretary-General, U Thant, when he said recently in a speech that the
great Powers do not strongly enough support the all too feeble measures
taken by the United Nations to strengthen universal peace. The noble
purposes of the United Nations to promote peace will, of course, never be
achieved if they do not enjoy the whole-hearted and undivided support of
the great Powers, to the exclusion of any extraneous interests."
Mr. Mudenda. Zambia (A/PV.1762 at page 21)
"The Secretary-General, as always, deserves our gratitude and
encouragement.

Ever since he came to office in the shadow of that tragic

event which saw the loss of his predecessor, Dag Hammarskjold, he has
grappled with a ceaseless spate of international crises, and it is to his
credit that we are still sitting together to nurse the wounds of the past
years and to review progress towards a better world in which nations can

- 9hopefully put an end to intolerance of race and internecine wars. We
are all aware that our world is prone to disintegration."
(A/PV.1762 at pages 33-35)
"... In the words of our illustrious Secretary-General, U Thant, the
inclusion of the People's Republic of China in disarmament talks would
at least break the "mad momentum of the arms race" and give a pointer to
a world free of fear."
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Mr. Carrillo Flores, Mexico (A/pv. 17&3 at page 11):
"... At the opening meeting we had the honour of having with us the
Secretary-General, U Thant, who said something for which we are deeply
grateful.

He said that:

"... in a world where too often we see dark and ominous clouds,
the Treaty of Tlatelolco will stand as a beacon."

Mr. Schumann, France (A/PV.1T6J at page 22):
"At the time that we examine together the problems with which our
Organization has been concerned since its twenty-third session, I should
like to express to the Secretary-General, who is the guarantor of the
continuity of our work, the friendly confidence that my Government and
my fellow countrymen have in his action.
"¥e have had occasion to appreciate his judgement and his positions
on political affairs. ¥e have been pleased by his efforts to resolve
certain problems of an administrative nature, notably that of the utilization
of languages in the Secretariat."

(A/PV.1763 at page 31)
"I thank the Secretary-General for having allowed, through a successful
and recent initiative, the four to resume their task, which must now be
pursued unrelentingly."

(A/PV.1T6J at page 33)
"... Ve want these measures of prohibition and control to extend to
biological and chemical weapons, whose fearsome effects were recently
described by the group of experts named by the Secretary-General of our
Organization."

-11Address by His Excellency Sir Seretse Khama
President of the Republic of Botswana
President Khama (A/PV.1T6^ at page 2):
"I should like, on behalf of my people, to pay tribute to the SecretaryGeneral's work for world peace and his untiring devotion to the service of
humanity."
Mr. Grimes, Liberia (A/PV.1T61)- at page 22):
"The Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, is as usual
conscientious, imaginative and resourceful.

His constant search for

solutions to world problems, and his devotion to the cause of international
peace and security are the greatest emblems of his efforts and contributions
in a world of contradictions, inequalities, misunderstanding and strife.
In wishing him success in his difficult tasks, I confirm to him the
continuing support of the Government of Liberia and our best wishes that
his relentless efforts will bw crowned with abundant success."
(A/PV.1T6U at page 33):
"On the matter of disarmament my delegation desires to endorse the
proposal of the Secretary-General for a Disarmament Decade in the 1970!s
as submitted in paragraphs kO and kj of the introduction to his annual
report (A/7601/Add.1)."
Mr. Robinson (Trinidad and Tobago) (A/FV.176)4. at page 37):
"Under your guidance, Madam President, and that of our wise and devoted
Secretary-General, we approach the twenty-fifth year of the United Nations."
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Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, Mauritius (A/PV.1765 at page ?)'•
"I should like here to place on record the magnificent work done by the
Secretary-General, U Thant, who has unceasingly striven to end all racial
and political conflicts."

Mr. Martin, Argentina (A/PV.1765 at page 17):
"... In the introduction to his Annual Report, the Secretary-General
depicts an outlook that should alarm us, and he begins with a sentence
which bespeaks the gravity of the moment:
"During the last twelve months, the deterioration of the international situation... has continued." (A/7601/Add.l, para.l)"

(A/PV.1765 at page 21)
"... On this point it is sufficient to read the Secretary-General's
report of 1 July on chemical and becteriological weapons to realize
clearly the terrifying prospects in this field."

(A/PV.1765 at page 2j)
"In the introduction to his annual report the Secretary-General refers
to colonial problems which are the subject of conflicting claims to sovereignty.
He states:
"Here, too, the United Nations can play an important role in helping to
achieve the objectives laid down in the Declaration, but only if it
receives the full co-operation of the Governments concerned."
(A/7601/Add.1, para. 171)

(A/PV.1765 at page 27)
"At the beginning of this year, Argentina informed the Secretary-General
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of its views on the matter, and in the Preparatory Committee my Government
has been extremely outspoken in opinions concerning the setting of global
and sectorial goals as well as on the policy measures which we deem it
necessary to achieve."
Mr. Harmel. Belgium (A/PV.1?65 at page Uo):
"The same is or will "be true with respect to the Organization of
African Unity in Africa. A few days ago the Secretary-General underlined
the importance of that Organization by taking part in its work."
(A/PV.1T65 at pages h6 to Vf)
"... Rules and procedures should be laid down enabling the Security
Council to decide to control in areas of conflict all deliveries of weapons,
and especially clandestine traffic.
"Belgium would like to ask our Secretary-General to think about this
matter during the present Assembly and to tell us what United Nations bodies
would best be able to examine this problem."
(A/PV.1765 at pages ^8 to 50)
"¥e think that we would be acting wisely if we aske d the SecretaryGeneral to present every two years to our General Assembly a report
summarizing those scientific research programmes of interest to our Organization and if we duscussed those reports our States would be able to pinpoint
the problems not yet dealt with.
"If that practice could coincide with the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the United Nations, we would furnish one more proof — it may not be
decisive but symptomatic — of the fact that we do not wish to miss any
opportunity for establishing relations among States which would prevent
conflicts and protect them against us.

"I would, Mr. Secretary-General, avail myself of this opportunity to
say once again how impressed we were try the far-sightedness with which you
expressed yourself in the introduction to your annual report.

I do not wish

to speak in detail about your suggestions, but I hope that in our statement
today you will find support in the appeal you addressed to the two largest
Members of our Organization for the speedy opening of negotiations on the
reduction of strategic nuclear weapons, as well as for the efforts made
"by you to promote disarmament and respect for human rights to which my
country is especially attached."
Mr. ¥aldheim. Austria (A/PV.1765 at page 55):
"It is also a great personal pleasure for me to express once again the
sincere appreciation of my Government to our distinguished Secretary-General,
U Thant, for the outstanding devotion and ability with which he has continued
to work for the community of nations and the cause of world peace."
(A/FV.1765 at page 60)
"... We must note today that, as our Secretary-General remarked only
recently, a virtual state of active war now exists along much of these
cease-fire lines."
(A/PV.1T65 at page 6l)
"Thus there exists a striking discrepancy between the purposes and goals
of the United Nations and the present international situation. This situation,
as our Secretary-General stressed only a week ago in his annual report, has
deteriorated further during the past year. We can regret this fact, but we
must recognize it."

-15Mr. Medeiros Querejazu, Bolivia (A/PV.1?66 at page 7):
"The Secretary-General, whose position enatO.es him to perceive the
risks that threaten mankind, has proposed that starting ir> 1970 we devote a
decade to disarmament. His programme is simple and, at the same time,
practical:
"A concerted and concentrated effort during this Disarmament
Decade to limit and reduce nuclear and other weapons of massive
destruction, to reduce conventional weapons and to deal with all the
related problems of disarmament and security, could produce concrete,
measurable progress towards general and complete disarmament by the
end of the decade of the seventies." (A/7601/Add.1. para. V^)
"This would coincide with the Second Development Decade, and we need
hardly be very perceptive to realize that both programmes are parallel. If
the resources being devoted to the arms race could be diverted to development
instead mankind would have fulfilled not only a mission of peace but also
one of progress and happiness.

The Secretary-General, TT Thant, has rightly

said that development is the slow and long road that leads to peace."
U Maung Lwin. Burma (A/PV.1766 at page 26):
"... If any special sanctity should be attached to the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Organization, it should perhaps be because it serves to
signal the hour when Member nations may wish to pause, in the words of the
Secretary-General, for a
"... reflection and stock-taking in the middle of our long pilgrimage
for consolidation of the progress already made by our Organization and,
finally, for renewed dedication of the ideals we set out to attain
twenty-five years ago at San Francisco".

-16Mr. Jedrychowski. Poland. (A/PV.1T6T at page 18):
"I cannot at this point refrain from saying how highly we appreciate
the efforts of our Secretary-General, U Thant, aimed at widening international
co-operation and ensuring respect for the United Nations Charter.
the authority of the United Nations.

He defends

With determination and courage he takes

initiatives and decisions which, although perhaps sometimes not acceptable to
all, always testify to the total dedication of our Secretary-General to the
cause of peace.

We wish him success in his difficult tasks."
(A/PV.1767 at page 21)

"It is in the halting of the arms race and in its reversing into a
process of disarmament that one should seek the equilibrium on which the
security of the world should be based.

That is how we understand the

meaning of the proposal of our Secretary-General, a proposal worthy of wide
support, to proclaim the years 1970 to 1980 "the Decade of Disarmament."

(A/PV.1767 at page 2J)
"The period of history in which we are living faces us with many tasks
that call for the strengthening of international co-operation based on mutual
respect, sovereignty, on the right of peoples to self-determination, on
non-interference in the internal affairs of other States and on the principle
of regard for interests of all co-operating countries.

These tasks assume

even greater importance in view of the symptoms of a stalemate or even a
deterioration in the international situation, as so rightly pointed out in
this year's report of the Secretary-General of our Orranizalion."

Mr_._Bourguiba, Tunisia (A/PV.1767 at page hj):
"The debates in the Security Council, which had been convened at the
request of twenty-six Muslim countries —

one of them my own —

to consider

-17that question, and resolution 271 (1969), adopted by the supreme organ of
the United Nations, have clearly demonstrated the correctness of the viewpoint of the President of the Tunisian Republic on the news of the disaster,
as expressed in messages addressed to Secretary-General U Thant and to the
Chiefs of State of the four great Powers."
(A/PV.176T at page 53)
"... Or must we draw the lesson which seems dictated by the failure
of the Jarring mission and conclude that because of the arrogant intransigence
of the Israeli leaders and their narrow interpretation of the tole of the
Swedish diplomat — an interpretation which has been explicitly rejected
by Secretary-General U Thant in the Introduction to his Annual Report —
there remains no genuine chance for peace in the Middle East except in
concerted, direct and immediate — and, as we hope, effective — action by
the four great Powers, members of the Security Council, who are ultimately
responsible under the Charter, for the maintenance of international peace
and security?"
(A/PV.1T6T at page 55)
"Tunisia, which has always stressed the necessity and ur-gency of an
initiative by the Four to resolve the crisis, welcomes the French plan for
quadripartite consultations which was recommended and approved by the United
Nations Secretary-General and welcomed by all peace-loving men as a contribution
to the restoration of peace, and was finally taken up by the United States
Government."
Mr. Lopez Michelsen, Colombia (A/PV.1768 at page IT):
"Of equal importance should be the reform of the functions of the
Security Council, and of the Secretary-General himself as far as his good
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offices are concerned for procuring understanding between parties in conflict."

Mr. Hillery, Ireland (A/PV.1768 at page 25):
"My delegation, therefore, regrets that during the past twelve months,
to quote from the opening sentence of our distinguished Secretary-General in
the introduction to his annual report:
"... the deterioration of the international situation, which T noted
in the introduction to the annual report last year, has continued".
(A/7601/Add.l, para.l)"
(A/PV. 1768 at page 26)
"... The Secretary-General has pointed out that, whale it was estimated
in 1962 that total world expenditure for military purposes had reached the
enormous figure of about $120,000 million per year, the rate today is
estimated at about $200'000 million.

It is not surprising that the Secretary-

General should feel that
"Even allowing for the increase in the price level, this inflation
of military expenditure is both startling and depressing" (A/T^Ol /Add. 1
para .
Consequently, the Irish delegation strongly approves the proposal by the
Secretary-General that the decade of the 1970s, already designated as the
Second Development Decade, should likewise be a disarmament decade.

That

the same decade should be dedicated simultaneously to these two purposes will
serve to bring out the link between them in terms of the best use of economic
and human resources."
(A/PV.1768 at page 28)
"... As the Secretary-General has well said, the whole situation in the
area creates "a crisis of effectiveness for the United Nations and for its
Members" (A/7601 /Add. 1, para.

65)."

-19(A/PV.1T68 at page 28)
"The Secreatry-General's

introduction calls attention to the particular

problem of the hijacking of commercial passenger aircraft.

It is a problem

to which no country can be indifferent and which is of special concern to
all Member States operating international air services."

"... The Irish delegation therefore associates itself with the appeals
made by the Secretary-General for a successful outcome to the efforts being
made by the International Civil Aviation Organization to remove this threat
to reliable air communications and to the lives of innocent travellers.
"A section of the Secretary-General's introduction which the Irish
delegation finds of particular interest is that relating to the exercise of
his good offices.

We subscribe entirely to the statement that, against the

background of earlier consideration of this point, "I have come to the clear
conclusion that I am competent under the Charter to use my good offices"
(Ibid., para. 185)."
"Indeed we feel that the legitimate role of the Secretary-General in
this field is in some ways wider than is sometimes conceded.
"I may recall here the view expressed by the Irish delegation on
28 September 19^7 that the Secretary-General should be entitled to appoint
a special representative -without necessarily seeking further

authorization.

This continues to be our interpretation of the scope of Article 99.

And in

the same context I may say that my delegation is of the opinion that the good
offices of the Secretary-General

could be of very great value in giving effect

to one of the main purposes of the United Nations.

I have in mind the purpose

set out in Article 1, paragraph k, of the Charter, which says that the United
Nations should be a "centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the
attainment of these common ends"."

-20-

Lord Caradon, United Kingdom (A/PV.1T68 at page 50):
"I would only say now that none of us, I believe, could possible accept
any suggestion that the Secretary-General would himself act in breach of the
basic principle of domestic jurisdiction set out in Article 2 (7) of the
Charter.

Neither the Assembly nor the Security Council would do so, nor,

I feel sure, would the Secretary-General."
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Mr. Sharp. Canada (A/PV.1769 at page 2j):
"I turn now to that other menace to the survival of the human race —
chemical and biological warfare. The Secretary-General's report has told us
once again — if we needed to be told — the tragic consequences of using
these dreadful weapons."
"We recognize the valuable contribution represented by the draft treaty
on biological warfare prepared by Britain and submitted at the Conference of
the Committee on Disarmament. The Secretary-General's report together with
proposals advanced in Geneva and the draft convention put forward in this
Assembly by the Soviet Union will all help to guide and facilitate our
deliberations."
Mr. Usher. Ivory Coast (A/PV.1769 at page 36} :
"Therefore, we are deeply convinced of the pressing need for an
incontrovertible spiritual authority, such as you. Madam President, or the
Secretary-General, to address an urgent appeal to the parties that they
immediately cease hostilities and undertake negotiations to find a just and
equitable solution acceptable to all."
Mr. Thorn. Luxembourg (A/PV.1769 at page
"At the same time I should like to state once again to our SecretaryGeneral U Thant, the expression of the confidence that my Government has
always felt in him, owing to his tireless efforts in the service of a durable
agreement among all peoples in order to eliminate the conflicts that still
threaten international peace and security.
"I should like in particular to congratulate the Secretary-General for the
report which he has submitted to our Assembly, which is the most complete and
lucid analysis possible of the world situation."
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Mr. Thorn. Luxembourg (A/PV.1769 at page
"We fully endorse what the Secretary-General said on this subject. Not
only should these acts of terrorism and piracy — and how indeed could I
describe them otherwise? — be formally condemned by our Organization, but
every Member country should undertake severe sanctions against the authors of
such crimes and, above all, should refuse to draw the slightest advantage,
direct or indirect, from such acts of piracy."
Mr. Pazhwak, Afghanistan (A/PV.1T70 at page 17):
"In this pattern we may be able to implement what our Secretary-General,
U Thant, calls a decade of disarmament. Rightly and financially it is
inseparable from the Decade of Economic Development; the two are as complementary
as the right arm is to the left."
Mr. Adoula, Congo (Democratic Republic of) (A/PV.1770 at page 27):
"¥ith respect to the Middle East, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
endorses the considerations stated by the Secretary-General in the introduction
to his annual report."
(A/PV.1770 at page 31)
"—

But, endorsing the concern expressed by the Secretary-General in

the introduction to his annual report, we wish to associate ourselves with
the appeal addressed by him to the United States and the Soviet Union
"... to begin immediately their bilateral talks to limit and reduce
offensive and defensive strategic nuclear weapons." (A/7601/Add.1. para.50)"

-alt-

Mr. Marko, Czechoslovakia (A/FV.1771 at page 27):
"The recommendations contained in the report of Secretary-General,
U Thant, concerning such weapons and the effects in case of their potential
use, may contribute to a great extent to the solution of this complex range
of problems"
Mr. Hartling. Denmark (A/PV.1771 at page 50):
"... We share the opinion expressed by the Secretary-General that it is
of the highest importance that all five nuclear Powers be associated with
the negotiations for disarmament."
(A/PV.1771 at page 52)
"I now turn to the problems of the human environment. The very nomenclature implies that this is a problem of common concern to us all, in North
and in South, in East and in West, a problem which sould. therefore, be
tackled in a joint effort of all nations. Quite clearly, this is one of the
basic ideas behind and expressed in the resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly and by the Economic and Social Council and in the report presented
by the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social Council in the summer of
this year."
(A/PV.1771 at page 56)
"A few concluding remarks on a specific subject of common interest:

I

refer to the observations made by the Secretary-General in the introduction
to his annual report concerning his informal and confidential activity,
sometimes covered by the broad term "good offices".

I think that these

observations by the Secretary-General were both timely and pertinent. Of
course, he has a political role to play within the framework and in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter.

And if governments ask the Secretary-General
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for help in dealing with delicate problems that face them the SecretaryGeneral is competent under the Charter to comply with such requests — and
I would perhaps even go so far as to say duty-bound to do so.
"I wish to take this opportunity to assure the present holder of the
high office, U Thant, of our full confidence in him and our deep respect for
the way in which he discharges his many heavy responsibilities."
Mr. Valdes. Chile (A/FV.lTfl at page 57):
"I should like also to present our respects to Secretary-General U Thant.
who is serving the Organization with truly exemplary dedication."
Mr. Valdivieso Eguiguren. Ecuador (A/PV.1772 at page 20):
"Madam President. I do not wish to conclude this statement without once
aga.in re-affirming my country's faith in the United Nations, its confidence
in our distinguished Secretary-General and the certainty that your personal
ability, together with the determined collaboration of your fellow representatives,
will ensure the utmost success in our endeavours at the current session of the
General Assembly for the higher good of mankind."
Mr. Bashev, Bulgaria (A/PV.1772 at page 26):
"Our delegation fully shares the conclusion of Secretary-General U Thant
that the situation in the Middle East has continued to deteriorate."
"—

Their attitude towards the mission of Ambassador Jarring, Special

Eepresentative of the Secretary-General, and towards the quadriparite talks
on the Middle East is positive."
(A/PV.1772 at page 32)
"... ¥e support the appeal of the Secretary-General to all States to
ratify the Treaty so that it may come into force as soon as possible.

-26"In connexion with disarmament our country at present pays particular
attention to the prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling
of chemical and bacteriological (biologica.l) weapons and their destruction.
The special importance of this problem is clearly and convincingly stressed
in the report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations."
(A/PV.1772 at page 36)
"The Secretary-General has noted in his report:
"In order to bridge the widening development gap, there must
be a sincere willingness on the part of the international community
to do so". (A/7601/Add.l para. 85)"
Mr. Ayoune, Gabon (A/PV.1772 at page

"We also know and highly appreciate the important role in the search for
success which devolves upon the Secretary-General and all of his colleagues,
whose devotion and ability are from every angle worthy of the noble cause that
they serve."
Mr. Koinange. Kenya (A/PV.1772 at page 71):
"... We in Kenya should like to register our appreciation for the assistance
which we have received and are continuing to receive under this Programme and,
in response to the Secretary-General's appeal, the Kenya Government has decided
to increase its annual contribution to the United Nations Development Programme."
Mr. Envela-Makongo. Equatorial Guinea (A/PV.1772 at page 97):
"It also devolves upon me on behalf of my Government to felicitate ajid
thank the distinguished Secretary-General of this Organization in particular,
and the United Nations in general, for a speedy and immediate presence and
assistance to my country at the short period of our national crisis early this
year; he sent out his personal representative and a deputy."
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Mr. Luns. Netherlands (A/PV.1773 at page 25):
"... We cannot but share the feeling of gloom of the Secretary-General
in the introduction to his annual report. And we do agree with his conclusion
that "it fe imperative and urgent that some way be found to reverse the present
trend towards catastrophe". "
(A'PV.1773 at page UO)
"In the light of humanitarian considerations and in order to ensure
safety in air transport, my Government has decided to request as a matter
of urgency under rule 15 of our rules of procedure
item on the agenda.

the inclusion of a new

Together with a number of other delegations we shall

shortly address this request to the Secretary-General."
(A'PV.1773 at page Ul)
"I also share the views of the Secretary-General in the introduction to
his annual report, where he points out the need to involve the younger generation
"usefully and wisely in world-wide development efforts". (A/7601xAdd.1 para.87)."
Mr. Arikpo. Nigeria (A'FV.1773 at page 6l):
"I wish also

on behalf of my delegation and Government, to express

deep appreciation of the outstanding qualities of leadership and dedication
to duty of our Secretary-General, U Thant.

His firm grasp and clear under-

standing of the problems of the world, particularly those of the new nations,
as evidenced by the introduction to his annual report, have renewed my
Government's unfailing admiration for him and enhanced our confidence in
his sound judgement and integrity."
(A/PV.1773 at page 62)
"... It is significant that our Secretary-General began his introduction

-28to his annual report with a sentence which you. Madam President, have also
invoked in your address, stating that, "During the last twelve months the
deterioration of the international situation... has continued."
(A/7601/Add.1. para.1)"
"As reported by the Secretary-General in the introduction to his annual
report there is at present a marked deterioration of the situation in the
Middle East. My delegation agrees with the Secretary-General's remarks that
the:
"situation also creates, to a considerable extent, a crisis of
effectiveness for the United Nations and its Members." (ibid.. para.65)
And that:
"A will to attain peace by the parties themselves is the decisive

factor." (Ibid.. para. 69)"
(A/PV.1773 at page TO)
"Our respected Secretary-General has proposed, in the introduction to
his annual report, that this Assembly should agree to dedicate the 1970's
as a disarmament decade. While endorsing that proposal, my delegation will
be glad to see that the proposed disarmament decade relates to the Second
Development Decade."
(A/PV.1773 at page 72)
"As I stated last year, I reaffirm that my Government has never, and will
never, stand in the way of relief supplies and succour to the civilian victims
of this tragic conflict.

Our Secretary-General. U Thant, knows this as a fact

and has confirmed it in several statements."

-29Mr. Hambro, Norway (A/PV.177^ at page 15):
"Before I start, I should also like to bring greetings to our SecretaryGeneral with warm expressions of understanding and confidence on behalf of
my Government."
(A/PV.177U at page 16)
"... The Secretary-General has underlined these dangers in the introduction
to his Annual Report. With stark realism he points out that time is running
short when it comes to maintaining international peace and security, developing
friendly relations among nations, and achieving international co-operation;
and speakers in this debate have reflected the same sentiment."
Mr. Rabemanan.iara. Madagascar (A/PV.177*1 at page 32):
"It is a pleasant duty for me also to empahsize the satisfaction of my
Government at the efforts exerted by our Secretary-General, U Thant, to solve
the complex problems he has had to face."
(A/PV.177U at page 57)
"Despite the indefatigable activity, the authority and, I wish to stress
the moral vigour of our Secretary-General it is difficult not to have the
impression that our various institutions, the General Assembly and the Security
Council in particular, are not really concerned with the great issues.
Indifference?

I do not think so. A confession of powerlessness?

I cannot

be resigned to this."
(A/PV.177^ at page 51)
"I should like further like to pay tribute to the Secretary-General and
assure him of the continued support of my country for all his endeavours in
the cause of world peace and for his untiring devotion to the service of
humanity."

-30Mr. Malik. Indonesia (A/FV.177U at page 65):
"... This last phase of the Agreement vas completed with the exercise
of the "Act of Free Choice" by the people of West Irian and was conducted
in accordance with its provisions by the Indonesian Government, with the
advice, assistance and co-operation of the United Nations Secretary-General
and his special Representative, Ambassador Ortiz-Sanz."
(A/PV.1771* at page 66)
"I should like to take this opportunity to convey the sincere gratitude
of the Indonesian Government and people for the invaluable assistance and
co-operation of the Secretary-General and his Special Representative,
Ambassador Ortiz-Sanz, in completing the implementation of the New York
Agreement."
Mr. Muller. South Africa (A/PV.1771* at page 68):
"But I do not now intend to deal with the substance of the charges
made by a number of speakers in this debate, or with the misconceptions
which have characterized their remarks.

Instead, I have decided to address

a letter to the Secretary-General in which I have set out in detail my
Government's reaction to charges of this nature.

This letter, which also

serves as our reply to Security Council resolution 269 (1969) of 12 August,
I shall shortly hand to the Secretary-General."
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Mr. Coulibaly. Mali (A/PV.1775 at page 11):
"Without wishing in any way to diminish the militancy of nationalists,
we should try to find a new machinery which, under the aegis of the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations or of the Security Council, would make it
possible to have serious negotiations between the representatives of the
colonial Powers and those of the liberation movements in order to find ways
and means of leading those peoples to independence, while maintaining links
of friendly co-operation and solidarity, as has been the case with most of
the former British and French colonies."
(A/PV.1775 at page 17):
"In this respect, I should like, on behalf of the Government of the
Republic of Mali, to pay a well-deserved tribute to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, U Thant, whose wisdom and persevering efforts have
made it possible for our Organization to overcome very many crises which
might have been fatal to it."
(A/PV.1775 at page 18):
"Before concluding, I should like to suggest that the SecretaryGeneral and the Committee of Seven should study ever more closely and
more rapidly the functioning of the United Nations and the organization
of our work. The agenda of sessions of the General Assembly really seems
to be too long and includes many routine items, and the point of discussing
these items seems rather controversial because they do not really lead to
any practical or feasible solutions."
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Mr« Manescu, Romania (A/PV.1775 at page 21):
H

I should also take this occasion to renew the expression of our high

regard for Secretary-General U Thant and for his activities dedicated to
the strengthening of the Organization and to the enhancement of its role
in international affairs."
(A/PV.1775 at page 47):
"The Romanian delegation welcomes and supports the idea contained in
the Secretary-General1s introduction to his annual report on the activities
of the United Nations, to the effect that the period 1970-1980 should be
proclaimed a "disarmament decade", paralleling the Second Development
Decade*"
Mr. Dinesh Singh. India (A/PV.1775 at page 53):
"Our distinguished Secretary-General, U Thant, who has become, through
the years, the respository of the conscience of humanity, is carrying a
heavy burden with faith and fortitude.

His role as peacemaker is difficult

and delicate and yet he has persevered relentlessly. We can do no less than
to assure him of our co-operation and support for all that he is doing to
uphold the Charter."
Mr. Sher All Khan. Pakistan (A/PV.1775 at page 76):
"The Secretary-General1s warning in his introduction to his annual
report, that the present situation of relative stability in the nuclear
strategic balance of power between the United States and the Soviet Union
could disappear if new generations of nuclear-weapon systems were developed
and deployed, has come not a moment too soon. We join in his appeal to the
two super-Powers to begin Immediately their bilateral talks to limit and
reduce offensive and defensive strategic nuclear weapons."
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Mr. Yifru. Ethiopia

(A/PV.1776 at page 7):

"The Secretary-General is quite right when he says with respect to
disarmament that:
'The world is standing at what may be regarded in the perspective
of history as one of the decisive moments in the grim challenge
of the nuclear arms race.1 (A/?601/Add.l, para, 26).
The end result of this process has been graphically described by the
Secretary-General in the following terms:

'As the spiral of the nuclear

arms race goes up, the spiral of security goes down.1 (ibid, para. 28)."
(A/PV.1776 at page 11):
"The Secretary-General's report on this aspect, drawn up with the
assistance of fourteem eminent scientists, confirms our worst fears.
The report stated:
'Were these weapons ever to be used on a large scale in war, no
one could predict how enduring the effects would be, and how they
would affect the structure of society ... in which we live.'
(A/7575, para. 375).
"It is thus with a disconcerting understanding of what has been
often described as the "mad momentum" of the ever-escalating arms race
that my delegation enthusiastically welcomes the Secretary-General's
proposal that the seventies should also be declared the Decade of
Disarmament."
Mr. Tomeh. Syria

(A/PV.1776 at page 27):

"For, as the Secretary-General, with understatement, put it in the
introduction to his annual report,* ... the deterioration of the international situation, which I noted ... last year, has continued.1 (A/7601/A.dd,l,
page 3)."
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Mr. Tomefa. Syria

(A/PV.1776 at page 31):

"The Secretary-General has adequately described how the flagrant
and massive violation of human rights and fundamental liberties in such
regions as southern Africa continued unabated."
Mr. Bangoura. Guinea (A/PV.1776 at page 76):
"We should like to take advantage of this same opportunity to address
to the Secretary-General, U Thant, our encouragement and our acknowledgement of the worthy work that he has accomplished in the service of peace."
Mr. Foray. Sierra Leone

(A/PV.1777 at page 2):

"We congratulate the Secretary-General for his report. We know how
difficult the year has been for him and for his staff and yet, in the face
of all the obstacles, he was able to present us with a report which contains
some concrete achievements. We would like, however, to underline his
statement about the precarious financial position of the Organization and
to urge all defaulting Member States to fulfil their obligations so as to
enable the United Nations to attain its objectives."
Mr. Al-Shaikhly. Iraq

(A/PV.1777 at page 38):

"One year has passed since I addressed the General Assembly at its
last session, quoting in my statement from the Secretary-General1 s report
to the effect that no progress had been made towards an international
order based on law and justice."
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Mr. Rajbhandary. Nepal

(A/PV.1777 at page 56):

"I would also take this opportunity to express our deep appreciation
of the sincere and honest efforts of the Secretary-General, who has striven
to realize the ideal of peace and justice in the relations among the nations
of the world.

His response to different challenging situations has always

reflected the basic principles of this Organization.

And that is a very

difficult role to play."

(A/PV.1777 at page 6l):
"The situation has not only remained as explosive as ever but also,
in the words of the Secretary-General, the past year has seen the highest
level of armed conflict in the area since June 1967."
"The Secretary-General1s Special Representative is engaged in seeking
common agreement of the parties to the dispute with regard to the implementation of the provisions of the Security Council resolution."
(A/PV.1777 at page 62):
"The Secretary-General has rightly observed that they had become
defenceless targets in a shooting gallery and had even hinted at the
possibility of withdrawing them."
(A/PV.1777 at page 66):
"In the words of the Secretary-General, this year has been mainly one
of the continuing disappointment and frustration."
(A/PV.1777 at page 71):
"The Secretary-General has repeatedly drawn our attention to the
widening development gap and appealed for a sincere willingness on our
part, particularly on the part of the developed countries, to tackle the
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problem with a sufficient sense of urgency.

In his address at the opening

session of the Conference on the Second Development Decade, U Thant said:
'Members of the United Nations have perhaps ten years left in
which to subordinate their ancient quarrels and launch a global
partnership to curb the arms race, to improve the human environment, to defuse the population explosion, and to supply the
required momentum to world development efforts.1
"In our efforts to save world peace and build a happier and fuller society
on earth, time is not on our side. It is running out.

The Secretary-

General1 s introduction to his annual report depicts a very sombre picture
of the world situation and the state of affairs of the United Wations.
Whether in regard to the situation in the Middle East, the financial
state of the Organization, the field of disarmament, decolonization or
the field of social and economic development — in other words, in every
conceivable field of important activities of the United Nations -- the
Secretary-General has been constrained to report little or no progress
at all."

Mr. Sakkaf. Saudi Arabia (A/PV.177S at page 2):
"Before embarking on the substance of my statement, may I seize
this opportunity to applaud our indefatigable Secretary-General, U Thant,
for the tireless efforts for inorld peace he has exerted ever since his
election to his post."
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Mr. Belokolos, Ukrainian SSR (A/PV.1778 at page 2?):
"The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR shares the general conclusion
made in the report of the Secretary-General on chemical and bacteriological
(biological) weapons and on the effects of their possible use.

The report

states:
•Were these weapons ever to be used on a large scale in war, no
one could predict how enduring the effects would be, and how
they would affect the structure of society and the environment
in which we live.*
Mr. Lara Bustamante, Costa Rica (A/PV.1778 at page 43):
"We were also the first State to ratify these instruments and the
first to deposit with the Secretary-General the respective ratification
documents."
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Mr. Calvani, Venezuela (A/PV.1779 at page 55):
"In examining all of these problems we think of the heavy "burden borne by
our Secretary-General, U Thant. We know his devotion to the cause of peace,
his spiritual inclinations and his vill to serve, all of which constitute the
guarantee of patient and fruitful action. We congratulate the Secretary-General
for his positive efforts and we offer him our support and our co-operation."
Mr_._Msanze, Burundi (A/FV.1779 at page 57):
"My Government feels in duty bound to pay tribute also to His Excellency
U Thant for his tremendous role in the solution of world problems and for his
constant search for a lasting universal peace. The visible interest shown by
our Secretary-General in the viability and complete success of the Organization
of National Unity merits the gratitude and affection of all members of that
organization.

We again pay tribute to his integrity, which inspires the esteem

and admiration of everyone witness to it."
Mr. Sattar. Maldives (A/FV.1780 at page 20):
"It is an appropriate occasion to record, once again, our admiration for
the distinguished Secretary-General of this Organization and his dedicated
services in the cause of world peace. Let me convey to him the warm support
of the Maldivian Government and the people of my country for every step that
he takes towards that goal."
(A'PV.1780 at page 21)
"... ¥e appeal to the Governments of all countries of the region to take
note of the Secretary-General's observation that "there is more than one procedural route to peace" and co-operate with every move towards establishing a
just and lasting peace in the Middle East."

-39Mr. Kyprianou, Cyprus (A/PV.1780 at page 78):
"... Before I proceed any further, I wish to express once again to the
Secretary-General, U Thant, our appreciation and our admiration for the wisdom,
patience and ability with which he carries his heavy burden in the pursuit of
the objectives of the United Nations in all the fields of its activity."

(A/PV.1780 at page 81)
"It is against the background of these thoughts and realities that we
examine this year, once again, the world situation, a situation which, during
the past twelve months, has continued to worsen, as was stated at the outset
by the Secretary-General in his introduction to the annual report, and as indeed
is the case."
(A/PV.1780 at page 82)

"... What is the purpose and what would be the consequences of this competition in the light of the realities of tods.y, which those who are primarily
involved in that race are the first to admit readily on every occasion,
and which have so aptly been underlined by the Secretary-General in the
introduction to his annual report.?
(A/PV.1780 at page 85)
"... In facing these problems the peace-making role of the United Nations
in bringing about peaceful solutions to them has to be developed and greater
use should also be made of the good offices of the Secretary-General who, under
the Charter, has full authority and discretion to exercise them, as he himself
pertinently pointed out in the introduction to his annual report."

-40Mr. Rahman. Malaysia (A/PV.1781 at page 2):
"May I also be permitted, speaking from this rostrum, to take this
opportunity to pay the highest tribute to the Secretary-General, U Thant, who
has brought to his high office and difficult tasks, a rare skill and great courage
and foresight which are a source of comfort and encouragement to so many of us
amidst the trials and tribulations of the present-day world."
(A/PV.1781 at page 21):
"... All I want to say here is this: after all the technicalities, the debating points and the dust have been cleared away, it is an incontrovertible
fact that the people of Sabah have, by democratic processes, decided and reaffirmed their decision to be in Malaysia.

That fact was confirmed by no less

an authority than the Secretary-General himself, in response, moreover, to a
request made by inter alia the Philippines itself."

(A/PV.1781 at pages 23-25):
"I should like finally to refer to the imaginative proposal for an international university contained in the Secretary-General's introduction to his
annual report.

I hope that this idea will be explored at greater length, be-

cause I believe that it is essential to channel the energies, the ideas and the
enthusiasm of youth along constructive lines."
Mr. Zorom6, Upper Volta (A/PV.1781 at page 4l):
"My delegation notes first of all with sympathy the tireless efforts of the
Secretary-General not only to ease all crisis situations, but also to ensure
that our Organization plays its full role."

Mr. Baroum. Chad. (A/PV.1781 at page 46):
"... And it is with great sympathy that we follow the efforts made from
day to day by U Ttiant, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to endeavour
— in addition to dealing with complex situations, to bring calmness or the beginning of a solution to some of our more immediate concerns. For the youth of
my country, the Secretary-General of the United Nations personifies courage,
symbolizes peace and represents the United Nations."
(A/PV.1781 at page kj):
"It was with a glimmer of hope that, in the month of July 1968, Chad
signed the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

In the intro-

duction to his report for that year the Secretary-General is more pessimistic
on that question than he was last year. He speaks of "fear", "insecurity" and
"frustration", and he accurately states what we already believe:
"The notion of 'superiority' in such a race is an illusion, as that notion
can only lead to an endless competition in which each side steps up its
nuclear capabilities in an effort to match, or exceed, the other side until
the race ends in unmitigated disaster for all." (A/7601/Add.l, para. 28)"
(A/PV.1781 at page 53):
"Although very little hope seems to infuse the Introduction to the
Secretary-General's annual report the Republic of Chad hopes that the second
United Nations Development Decade will be better than the first and will approve
the creation of a centre for economic and social information as the necessary
support for that second Decade."

Mr. Solano Lopez. Paraguay (A/PV.1782 at pages 3-5):
"The Secretary-General, from the lofty post that he fills, has an exceptional opportunity for an over-all view, and he tells us, inter alia, in his
introduction to the annual report of the vork of the Organization, that "During
the past tvelve months, the deterioration of the international situation ...
has continued" (A/7601/Add.l, para, l); that in the field of disarmament "progress is indeed very limited" (Ibid., para. 2); that "it is accordingly most
disquieting to see that the solution of the problems of preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons, both horizontally and vertically, is still hanging in
the balance" (Ibid., para. 26); and that "the product of the awful alphabet and
arithmetic of ABMs (anti-ballistic missiles) and MIRVs (multiple independently
targetable re-entry vehicles) can only be the acceleration of what has been described as the 'mad momentum1 of the nuclear arms race" (Ibid., para. 28)."
Mr. Egal. Somalia (A/PV.1782 at page 26):
"... The Somali Republic considers it necessary that either the SecretaryGeneral or an appropriate existing committee, or a committee to be formed for
this purpose, be asked to explore with great speed and as a matter of urgent
priority all non-military ways and means of compelling compliance with decisions
of the highest organs of the United Nations."
"Allow me to refer to the question of the peaceful uses of the sea-bed
and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and in particular
to the excellent report of the Secretary-General (A/AC.158/12) of 18 June 1969."
(A/PV.1782 at page 31):
"... They have been stated often enough in this Assembly and they are given
added weight by the reference last month of the Secretary-General to the "mad
momentum" of the nuclear arms race, and to his appeal that every Government should
make "serious attempts ... to associate in one way or another all five nuclear
Powers in negotiations for disarmament" (A/7601/Add.l, para.

-43(A/PV.1782 at page 32):
"... At the same time, it is clear that efforts made to solve complex
international problems — as is mentioned by the Secretary-General in the introduction to his annual report (A/7601/Add.l) — fail to bring satisfactory results,
and that we are practically marking time."
Mr. Puja. Hungary (A/PV.1782 at page 46):
"... My Government has supported and continues to support U Thant, the
universally respected Secretary-General of the United Nations, because we are
convinced that his endeavours are in the service of world peace, the security of
mankind, and co-operation among peoples."
Mr. El Bouri, Libyan Arab Republic (A/PV.1782 at pages 73-75):
"... In the introduction to his annual report the Secretary-General states:
"... failing some early progress towards a settlement, there is a
very real danger that this great and historic region, the cradle
of civilization and of three world religions, will recede steadily
into a new dark age of violence, disruption and destruction."
(A/7601/Add.l, para. 71)."
Mr. Mouknass. Mauritania (A/PV.1782 at page 86):
"... The absence in developed countries of the indispensable political will
to change this deplorable state of affairs, which was noted in the course of the
second session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, was
once again emphasized by our Secretary-General in the introduction to his annual
report on the activities of the United Nations."
(A/PV.1782 at page 101):
"The admirable way in which the Secretary-General, His Excellency U Thant,
has discharged his high and difficult task in various multifarious fields of
United Nations activities is earning him the esteem, admiration and gratitude

of all the peoples. The Mauritanian delegation would like once again to assure
him of the active support and the admiration of the people and Government of
Mauritania."

-U5Mr. Moro. Italy (A/PV.1T83 at page 15):
"... In such a programme, which could form part of a "Disarmament Decade",
which the Secretary-General has so brilliantly proposed in his annual report, we
hope to see plans made for the beginning of negotiations on arms reduction, which
should constitute the first phase of this process."
(A/PV.1783 at page IT)
"As regards the second subject for reflection, and that is the strengthening
of the United Nations, Italy has sought to contribute some ideas and proposals
in the document submitted, in response to the Secretary-General's invitation,
in connexion with the preparations for the twenty-fifth anniversary."
(A/PV.1T83 at page 26)
"In his message on the occasion of the marvellous lunar exploit of last
July the Secretary-General stressed that the plaque placed on the surface of
the moon by the two United States astronauts bore the inscription "We have
come in peace for all mankind".

In these simple and human terms the Secretary-

General expressed the hope that the exploit which has opened the way for the
conquest of space will inspire on earth a great upsurge of human solidarity."
Mr. Amerasinghe, Ceylon (A/PV.1783 at page
"We are indebted once again to the Secretary-General, His Excellency
U Thant, for a penetrating and candid analysis of the international situation
contained in the Introduction to his Annual Report on the Work of the Organization.
The lonely eminence of the thirty-eighth floor provides, in a spiritual and moral
sense, a view of the world that is denied to others too deeply involved in its
conflicts and aberrations.

The Organization can only at great peril submit

the Secretary-General to the fate of Cassandra.

My delegation would like to

pay tribute to him for the patient zeal and unfaltering faith with which he
continues to serve this Organization and the highest of all causes: peace and
progress.

-46(A/PV.1T85 at page 5^-55)
"...The Secretary-General has in the clearest possible terms stated that
the fighting in the Canal Zone constitutes virtually a state of active war.
His own observation forces, unarmed and in the line of direct fire, are exposed
to intolerable dangers, but continue to face them with a heroism which goes
unnoticed in a world where the only badge of honour is a weapon."

