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Dr Kurt Waldheim
Secretary General
United Nations
New York
NY 10017
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Dear Secretary General, $~

Allow me with this seasonal greeting express my deep appreciation for P
the meeting we had during the Autumn in your office about human rights ?~
protection. !-•

Your personal commitment was further demonstrated by the fact that If
you received me during a difficult day following the death of President ?
Sadat. £

r

I underlined during our talk the fundamental importance of the role |
of the Secretary General of the United Nations on the promotion and f.
protection of human rights. Your words and deeds have been encouraging. |

r.
Your commitment to use your good offices to assist individuals suffering f,
human rights violations was important. c

f_-

Let me on behalf of Amnesty International express our gratitude for f:

the assistance we received. [.
I

Yours sincerely I

Thomas Hammarberg
Secretary General

-U-v>utxtjL-c.

Amnesty International is a worldwide movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women detained anywhere
for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty International opposes
t o r t u r e and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners. Amnesty International is
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Dr Kurt Waldheim
Secretary General
United Nations
New York
NY 10017
USA 16th December

Dear Secretary General,

Allow me with this seasonal greeting express my deep appreciation for
the meeting we had during the Autumn in your office about human rights
protection.

Your personal commitment was further demonstrated by the fact that
you received me during a difficult day following the death of President
Sadat.

I underlined during our talk the fundamental importance of the role
of the Secretary General of the United Nations on the promotion and
protection of human rights. Your words and deeds have been encouraging.

Your commitment to use your good offices to assist individuals suffering
human rights violations was important.

Let me on behalf of Amnesty International express our gratitude for
the assistance we received.

Yours sincerely

Thomas Hammarberg
Secretary General

Amnesty Internat ional is a worldwide movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women detained anywhere
for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty International opposes
t o r t u r e and the death pena l ty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all pol i t ica l prisoners. Amnesty Internat ional is
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14 December 1981

Dear Miss Picken,

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I should
like to acknowledge your letter of 10 December 1981
by which you transmitted a copy of the Amnesty
International Report 1981.

You may be sure that your thoughtfulness in
sending the Secretary-General this publication was

very much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Georg Mautner~Markhof
Special Assistant to the

Secretary-General

M'iss Margo Picken
Representative of
Amnesty International to
the United Nations

777 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017
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MP/mn 10 December 1981

H.E. Dr Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, New York 10017

Dear Secretary-General ,

On behalf of Thomas Hammarberg, Secretary General of Amnesty
International, I enclose a copy of the Amnesty International Report
1981 which was published today, 10 December.

The report describes Amnesty International's work and its
concerns throughout the world during the period May 1980-April 1981.

Yours sincerely and respectfully,

Margo Picken
Representative of Amnesty International
to the United Nations

Amnesty International
United Nations Office
777 United Nations Plaza
New York, New York 10017

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violen
Trtto^ot^nai r.rmncp.« torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and n™—* *--• *• :
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28 Jul

Dear Mr. Harnroarberg/

I v,'ish to thank you for your letter of 6 July

1981f concerning your forthcoming visit to the

United nations,

As ycm knovjr, I attach great importance to

qusstians of husnan rights and am alv?sys ready to usa

iay good offices to assist in every way I can in these

matters. In this connexion, I appraciated your kind

words with regard to my efforts and the rsmarks I

made on the subject in ray last Annual Report on the

work of t&e Organisation,.

I should certainly be pleased to sneet with you

when you come to Ksw York and would suggest that you

contact my office to arrange a suitable tijae» I look

forward to seeing you on that occasion.

Yours sincerely,

Kurt Waldheirn

Mr. Thomas Hsumriarberg
Secretary Okmeral
Ainnesty International
London

1O Southampton Street
WC2E 7HF



MJS/ET

NOTE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Mr. Thomas Hammarberg, who was appointed Secretary-

General of Amnesty International last year,/has written

to request a meeting with you during his vijsit to the

UN from 5-9 October 1981.

In his letter, Mr. Hammarberg expresses his appre-

ciation for your concern with human rights matters and

for your remarks on this subject in your last Annual

Report. During his meeting with you, he would especially

like to raise the question of human rights violations in

Guatemala.

A reply to Mr. Hammarberg is attached for your

consideration.

Albert Romany//
29 July 198/L ^4*\ n n v
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6 July 1981

Dr Kurt Waldheim
Secretary General
United Nations
New York, NY 10017
U S A

Dear Secretary General

In my capacity as the new Secretary General of Amnesty International,
it is my intention to visit the United Nations between 5 _and_J^ October^.
You have been kind enough in the past to receive my predecessor,
Martin Ennals, and while I realise that this will be a busy period for
you, I should be most grateful if you would find time to see me during
the course of that week.

Amnesty International greatly appreciated the comments you made
in your Annual Report to the 35th Session of the General Assembly about
the current situation of human rights in the world. It welcomed also
the weight you give to your good offices in human rights matters and
the importance you accord to requests from UN bodies to enter into direct
contacts with Governments of countries facing problems. As you stated,
such cooperation furthers a purpose central to the United Nations and
the values it professes. Amnesty International considers your role and
the role of the United Nations to be crucial at the present time when
the most basic human rights and values are under constant assault in
so many countries.

During the meeting, I seek above all to discuss with you the present
grave situation of human rights in tGjua£gmala,. Amnesty International has
welcomed the concern expressed by the Commission on Human Rights in March
1981, and the request to you to establish direct contacts with the
Government of Guatemala; to gather information on the human rights situ-^
ation in that country, and to present an interim report to the next
session of the General Assembly.

cont'd

Amnesty International is a worldwide movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women detained anywhere
for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty International opposes
torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners. Amnesty International is
independent of any government, political grouping, ideology, economic interest or religious creed. It is financed by its membership and by subscriptions
from all parts of the world. Amnesty International has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO and the Council of Europe, has

:-- ••>•• ' ' •"•"• - I ' i t i , 'bf i n t n r . A m c r i r a n rnmrrm<Hon on Humiin Rights of the Organization of American States, and is a member of the



Dr Kurt Waldheim 2.

The situation of human rights in Guatemala has been among the
most serious Amnesty International has confronted. For many years now,
massive arbitrary seizures and widespread political murder, affecting
all sectors of society, of persons who oppose, or are imagined to
oppose, the government have been carried out by both uniformed and plain-
clothes members of the security forces. Such arrests without warrant
are rarely acknowledged by the authorities, and those detained frequently
"disappear" or are found dead showing signs of torture. While the
Guatemalan Government attributes such killings to independent extremist
groups outside its control or states that victims have died in armed con-
frontations with the authorities, research conducted by Amnesty
International since the early nineteen-seventies has led it to conclude
that Government agencies are largely responsible for these acts.

To Amnesty International's knowledge, the Guatemalan authorities
have never conducted a satisfactory investigation into the circumstances
by which many thousands of Guatemalans have been killed or have
"disappeared" in recent years. The authorities have been unresponsive
also to the repeated requests from Amnesty International and other inter-
national humanitarian organizations for such investigations and have
failed consistently to address the substance of the complaints submitted
to them.

Accordingly, Amnesty International is of the opinion that the
United Nations and you yourself represent a real hope of bringing about
an end to the current grave situation of human rights in Guatemala. I
look forward to elaborating further during my meeting with you.

v ...... . . .

In the meantime, Amnesty International, of course, will submit
information on the situation through the Division of Human Rights in
Geneva.

Yours respectfully and sincerely

Thomas Hammarberg
Secretary General
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MAY WE DISCUSS?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED
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5695 28 octobre
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POUR SUITE A DONNER
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Ci-joint une note de dossier
sur la visite re"cente, chez le Secretaire
ge'ne'ral, de M. Zalaquett, President du
Coinit̂  international ex̂ cutif d! "Amnesty
International« ". *— ~~°̂

Je joins ĝalement une copie que
que vous jugerez peut-Stre utile de
transmettre au President de I1 Assembled
ŝ n



cc : M. R. Ahmed

NOTE DE DOSSIER

Entretien du Secretaire general avec le President du Comite international
executif d'"amnesty International

Presents : le Secretaire general

S.E. M. von Wechroar, President de 1'Assemblee generale

M. Zalaquett, President du Oomite international executif
d1 "Amnesty International"

Deux assistants

M. Jean Ripert, Secretaire general adjoint aux affaires
economiques et sociales Internationales

1. Le Secretaire general a recu, en cornpagnie de 1'Anibassadeur von Wechmar,

President de I'Asseniblee generale, le 22 octobre 1980, sur sa demande,

M. Zalaquett, President du Comite international executif

d1"ftrmesty International. Celui-ci etait accompagne de deux assistants.

2. L'objet de la visite de M. Zalaquett etait de transnettre au

Secretaire general, ainsi qu'au President de I'Assembiee generale, une

petition contenant un appel aux Nations Unies et aux pays membres "pour

prendre toutes les mesures necessaires pour 1'abolition iitrnediate et

totale de la peine de nort dans le monde". Cette petition est signee

par plus de 100 000 personnes dans plus de 100 pays, y compris un certain

nonibre de chefs d'etat en fonction, ou anciens chefs d'etats, aussi Men

que d'autres personnalites unondiales. Le Secretaire general et le

President de 1'Assembiee generale ont feiicite1 M. Zalequett pour 1'action

de son organisation et 1'ont assure de leur soutien.

3. Connie suite aux deliberations du Sixieme Oongre's des Nations Unies

pour la prevention du crime et le traitement des delinquents, M. Zalaquett

a indique qu'il etait en contact avec certaines delegations (notanmant

Autriche et Suede) qui avaient tente de faire adopter par le Congres

une resolution recoimandant aux etats menibres des restrictions

supplenentaires a I1 application de la peine de mort et proposant,

plus particuliereitient, 1'etablissement d'un noratoire dans I1 application

de celle-ci, la oQ elle est encore en vigueur. t6ne telle resolution
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n'avait pu aboutir lors du Congres et avait ete retiree par ses auteurs

mais ceux-ci estiment, qu'au cours de la pr€sente Assembled generale, il

leur devrait etre possible d'obtenir I1adoption d'une telle resolution,

§ condition de modifier les dispositions relatives au itioratoire de facon

a tarn'r compte des objections presentees par certains pays, notamnent

africains.

4. Dans ce contexte, M. Zalaquett a tenu a remercier le Secretaire general

pour le contenu du message qu'il a adresse1 au Congres et pour le rapport

soumis par le Secretariat sur le meroe sujet. II a exprime le voeu que

ca message et cette documentation soient largement diffuses par les

services coupe"tents des Nations Unies. Monsieur Zalaquett a e"galement

demande au Secretaire general si celui-ci ne pourrait envisager de faire

une reference a ce problems dans le cadre d'une declaration qu'il ferait

lors de la Journee des Nations Unies sur les Droits de I'Homme.

5. M. Zalaquett a enfin demande au Secretaire general et au President

de 1'Assembiee gene"rale si ceux-ci ne pourraient pas exercer leurs bons

offices en vue de prevenir, autant que possible, I1application d'executions

capitales deja prononcees. II a notamttent fait reference a la condaranation

recente du chef de 1*opposition en Coree du Sud. Le Secretaire general

a indique a M. Zalaquett qu'il etait deja intervenu, S plusieurs reprises,

dans ce but et en particulier pour la Coree. Le Secretaire general est

pret a renouveler de telles demarches. II a tenu, cependant, a souligner

que celles-ci gagnaient souvent en efficacite si elles restaient discretes.

Ls President de 1'Assemblee geVierale a, de son cote, indique qu'il

etait pret a donner son appui a" certaines demarches mais qu'il etait tenu

par ses fonctions a une certaine reserve. Cependant, il a mentianne

que dans le cas de la Coree il entreprendrait une demarche aupres

de 1'Observateur permanent de la Coree du Sud.

Jean Ripert
28 octobre 1980



3O September 19SO

Dear Mr. Kararaarberg,

I should like to thank you for your letter
of 22 August 1980 ana the interesting papers you
enclosed. May I extend to you my congratulations
and best wishes on your appointment as Secretary
General of Amnesty International.

Your kindness in informing ma of the progress
of Amnesty International's initiative calling for
the abolition of the death penalty was appreciated.
I would certainly be glad to receive the Appeal

from the Chairperson of your International Executive
Committee, Mr. Jose1 Salaguett, on the date you
proposed and ray office will contact your representative
at the United Nations to arrange further details.

Yours sincerelyt

Kurt Waldheim

Mr. Thomas Haiamarfoerg
Secretary-'Gsnsral-̂ ^
Amnesty International
London ,.- '



Note for the Secretary-General

The new Secretary-General of Amnesty International^ fl-L j

Mr. Thomas Hammarberg, has written to you in connexion with

his organization's appeal for the abolition of the death

penalty.

Amnesty International has collected signatures from

9O countries, including seven heads of state or government,

for its petition. Mr. Hammarberg asks if you could receive

on 22 October the Chairperson of AI's International Executive

Committee, Mr. Jose Zalaquett, who would present the appeal

to you. (You met Mr. Zalaquett last year when he accompanied

Mr. Martin Ennals during his visit).

A similar request is being made to the President of the

General Assembly.

Mr. Ripert strongly supports this request, in particular

as the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of

Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, which has just been held in

Caracas, discussed capital punishment at length. I would

therefore recommend that you agreed to a short meeting with

Mr. Zalaquett, which Mr. Ripert could also attend.

\

lafeeuddin Ahmed

8 September 1980
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Note for the Secretary-General_

The Secretary General of Amnesty International (AI)

has addressed the same request to the President of the

General Assembly as to you to receive AI' s death penalty

Appeal from Mr. Zalaquett (Chairperson of AI's International

Executive Committee.)

Ambassador Von Wechmar asks if he could join you for

your reception of Mr. Zalaquett, thereby avoiding the need

for two separate meetings. If you agree, the President

will inform Mr. Zalaquett of this arrangement in his reply.

RXfihmed

26 September 1980



International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
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SGO/EP/CP

His Excellency Kurt Waldheim
Se cretary-General
United Nations
New York NY 1001?
USA.

22 August 1980

RECEIVED IN RECORDS CONTROL

SEP2 I980

rnoN TO:

Dear Secretary-General ! . . ,"..'..

As the new Secretary General of Amnesty International $ I should ' --
like to introduce myself to you with this letter and express:;the -hope;
that we will meet soon at your convenience to discuss issues- of
mutual concern. ,~"t

My predecessor, Martin Ennals, has conveyed to you on more t
one occasion in recent months Amnesty International's opposition to
capital punishment and its hope that during 1980 the United Nations
will take forceful steps to secure abolition of the death penalty.

To this end, Amnesty International members during the past year
have been gathering signatures on a worldwide appeal to the United
Nations for the abolition of the death penalty. The appeal has nov;
been signed by seven heads of state and heads of government, and by
cabinet ministers 9 judges, lawyers and ordinary citizens in more than
90 countries. It calls on the United Nations and its member states
"to take all necessary steps for the immediate and total abolition of
the death penalty throughout the world".

On the basis of our previous experiences we feel it would be most
valuable if arrangements could be made for the Chairperson of the
International Executive Committee of Amnesty International, Jose'
Zalaquett, to present the Appeal to yourself and the President of
the General Assembly. I am therefore enquiring whether it would be
possible for you to meet Mr Zalaquett on 22 October for this purpose.

_.We are also addressing ourselves to the President of the General
Assembly in similar terms,

Mr Zalaquett would be accompanied by Ms Margo Picken? Amnesty
International's representative to the United Nations^

I OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE j c«-.r.,.,: t«.

^Tn"i.
» a •/ • • •

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty
Internationa] opposes torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.
Amnesty International is independent of all governments, political factions, ideologies, economic interests and religious creeds. It is financed by its
membership and by subscriptions from all parts of the world. Amnesty International has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC),
UNESCO and the Council of Europe, has cooperative relations with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of
American States, and has observer status with the Organization of African Unity (Bureau for the Placement and Education of African Refugees).
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I enclose for your information and interest the statements prepared
by Amnesty International for the Sixth Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and Treatment of Offenders which begins next week in Caracas. As you knows
we are most hopeful that the Congress will forward a strong resolution to
the General Assembly in favour of abolition of the death penalty.

Yours sincerely and respectfully,

Thomas Hammarberg
Secretary General

-tines.
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APPEAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS
FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY

We, the undersigned,

ALARMED BY
executions of political opponents and criminal offenders in many
countries;

AFFIRMING THAT
the death penalty is incompatible with the right to life and the
prohibition of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment;

CONVINCED THAT
the abolition of the death penalty in all countries would represent a
great advance in the respect of governments for the human person;

APPEAL TO
the United Nations and its member states to take all necessary
steps for the immediate and total abolition of the death penalty
throughout the world

n

Thomas Hammarberg Jose Zalaquett
Secretary General Chairperson
Amnesty International International Executive Committee

Amnesty International

We present this appeal on behalf of more than 150,000 people
in over 100 countries.

amnesty
international OCTOBER
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Mr; McLure,

the Secretary-General, I should
like ' to acloiowledge your letter dated 19 May 1980.
and the enclosures eoncerning the detention of

¥̂>%̂ sife:As' you know,., the Secretary-General has long been
: concern̂ dfj with allegations of violations of human
/rights, wherever they may occur. While these matters
are obviously very sensitive, since they concern the

•rights of sovereign States, we try toL<be as helpful
as possible on a humanitarian basis.

:••>;•'• Please be assured that we will do what we can in
"the case you have raised. In this connexion,
•̂'. Mr.-- Baranov's detention is also being drawn to the
•̂ -attention of the competent authorities in the Division
:- of Human Rights in Geneva.- •--••...

Yours sincerelyf

Albert Rohan
- Director

. S.--McLure, .PhD. . ̂...... „.
Department of French
-Keele University
Newcastle, Staffs. ST5 5BG



NOTE FOR THE FILE ON AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Lola Costa of NGO-Section called me today regarding

an appeal by the Secretary-General of Amnesty International

to the President of ECOSOC and to the Secretary-General

concerning the death penalty. She had been in contact with

Margo PICKEN of the New York Amnesty International office,

who wondered if a similar procedure to the one followed last

year on AnmestiA's request that the Secretary-General invoke

article 99 of the Charter might be followed, i.e., that a

Press Release be issued essentially responding to the

incoming correspondence. I discussed this with RA, who felt

that these two cases were different and the NGO-Section should

proceed with the issuance of an addendum to its document

before ECOSOC.

Anthony Fouracre/ob

29 April 1980



International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
Telephone: 01-836 7788 Telegrams: Amnesty London Telex: 28502

His Excellency Mr. Andreas Mavrommatis
President of the Economic and Social Council

His Excellency Mr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
United Nations

Amnesty International urgently appeals to you
and through you to the United Nat.ions bodies charged with
the matter of the death penalty, in particular to the
Economic and Social Council which is considering this
question at its present session, to take immediate steps
to bring about the abolition of capital punishment. And
to ensure until this occurs that the minimum individual
guarantees and safeguards proclaimed by the United Nations
be applied.

Last year Amnesty International urged the United
Nations to consider the wave of political executions
being carried out across the world at that time. Amnesty
International continues to receive reports of executions
which are carried out in spite of the resolve of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council that
the main objective to be pursued is that of progressively
restricting the number of offences for which the death
penalty may be imposed with a view to the desirability
of its abolition. These executions violate the right to
life and the right not to be subjected to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. Also, they are
frequently carried out in contravention of the safeguards
laid down in articles 6, 9 and 14 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Moreover,
General Assembly and Economic and Social Council resolutions,
in particular General Assembly resolution 2393 (XXIII) and
ECOSOC resolution 1337 (LIV).which list specific minimum
guarantees, often have been ignored.

Only this week, following a recent coup, thirteen
former ministers and officials were publicly executed.
All available reports indicate they were tried without
proper judicial investigations and that they had no defence
council. They were executed cruelly and in the most degrading
of circumstances. In other recent cases that have come to
Amnesty International's attention the death penalty also
has been imposed arbitrarily.

This appeal is urgent. We respectfully request you
bring it to the attention of the members of the Economic and
Social Council in the hope that appropriate action will be
taken.

Martin Ennals, Secretary General

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners ofconscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty
International opposes torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.
Amnesty International is independent of all governments, political factions, ideologies, economic interests and religious creeds. It is financed by its
membership and by subscriptions from all parts of the world. Amnesty International has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC),
UNtS'CO and the Council of Europe, lias cooperative relations wi th the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Or.Kanizjtion of
Amer ican States, and has observer s t a t u s with the Organization of African Un i ty ( I t u i r a i : foi the i'U'fmcn! anil Fducatio:i of Afr ican R i - ruue f s i .



Text of AI Cable on death penalty to WAldheim

Al's Executive Committee urges you to use Your Excellency's
authority under £hsx&hau£fcKK article 99 of the Charter to
convene a meeting of the Security Council to consider urgent
measures to stdip current wave of political executions and
murders across the world.

UK resolution 31/62 reaffirmed its view on the desirability
of abolis&ing capital punishment and requested the UK Congress
on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders to
consider this matter.

AI has called for an international moratorium on executions.
We are disturbed at the imminence of further executions in:
Pakistan, Iran, USA, Trinidad, USSR, Kampuchea both of
political and convicted criminal offenders. AI urges Your
Excellency to use your prerogative of off ice to call upon
governments to halt executions.

Yours sincerely and respectfully

Martin Annals

April 1979

,



V

Nations, New York

SG/SM/2701
SC/U062
10 April 1979

TEXT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REPLY TO AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Following is the text of a telegram sent by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
today to Martin Ennals, Secretary-General of Amnesty International, London:

I have carefully examined you telegram containing the suggestion that I
propose a meeting of the Security Council under Article 99 of the Charter* in
connexion with the current executions across the world.

As you may know, I made both public and private appeals for clemency in
connexion with several recent cases. However, these appeals and numerous others
were to no avail. It was because of this disturbing fact that I issued a press
statement on 8 April,** indicating my concern at the increased evidences of
failure to give due regard to expressions of international opinion on matters
where the most fundamental human rights are involved.

Having said this, and despite the seriousness of the problem and my distress
at the increased number of executions, you will no doubt understand my conclusion
that invocation of Article 99 is not the most appropriate way to deal with the
problem since that Article deals explicitly and exclusively with matters involving
international peace and security.

* **# *-

* Article 99 of the United Nations Charter states: "The Secretary-General may
bring to the attention of the Security Council any matter which in his opinion
may threaten the maintenance of international peace and security.

** Press Release SG/SM/2699.
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International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
Telephone: 01-836 7788 Telegrams: Amnesty London Telex: 28502

Lola Costa
NGO Section
Department of International Economic
and Social Affairs
United Nations 29 April 1980

Dear Ms Costa,

Amnesty International respectfully requests
that the attached appeal from its Secretary Generalbe issued as an addendum to

Yours sincerely,

Margo Picken
Representative of Amnesty International
to the UN

UN Office
777 UN Plaza L"
NY, NY 10017 I

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women
detained arivwhere fof their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, relijuon or language, provided thev have neither iiwrt nnr arlvnrafpr) vinlnn^o Amn»ct,,
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Dear Ms. Pieken,

Thank you very much for sending m® the translation
of the letter from Haareen Mohanamed Hussein,

You may &e interested to kaô  that we have already
raised the matter with the Government of Tanzania and
will continues to pursue it,

Sincerely yours,

William B. Buffiwa
XJader~Secretary-General

Political and General Assembly affairs

Ms,

International̂  )
777 Unitea: Nations Plaza*"" 9th Floor

York, H.Y,
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International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
Telephone: 01-836 7788 Telegrams: Amnesty London Telex: 28502

Mr. William Buffum
Under-Secretary-Genera1
United Nations
New York, NY 10017 January 25 1980

Dear Mr. Buffum,

I enclose a translation of the letter I referred to
before my departure from Nasreen Mohammed Hussein.
You will see from the letter that her refusal of her
marriage is stated clearly and her desperation to depart
is increasing.

It seems also clear that no positive steps have been
taken by the Zanzibar government since our mission in 1978
despite the verbal agreement to her departure at that time.

I apologise for the delay in conveying the contents
of this letter to you. 1 returned from Costa Rica only
yesterday. I shall be calling Martin Hill on
4»3rning and shall call you before hand in case you should
have further question*? concerning her case.

Yours sincerely,

Margo Picken
Representative to the UN

Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty
International opposes torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.
Amnesty International is independent of all governments, political factions, ideologies, economic interests and religious creeds. It is financed by its
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International Secretariat, 10 Southampton Street, London WC2E 7HF, England
Telephone: 01-836 7788 Telegrams: Amnesty London Telex: 28502

tanzania/mh/gn

EXTERNAL

- .-. ' .. .

NASREEN MOHAMED HUSSEIN: ZANZIBAR FORCED BRIDE !

Extracts from recent letters to Amnesty International from a prisoner of |
conscience, Nasreen Mohamed Hussein in Zanzibar . i

1. To Nasreen's Amnesty International adoption group in London, UK
•4 » . *"' ' . ' " -

This is Nasreen Mohamed Hussein. I am very happy to know that you have
taken on my case which has been a struggle for a very long time by many
people in the world. Up to now I have had no success at all, but I do
not lose hope of success, especially when 1 received the information
that you were busy over my case. May god help you in this.

i •
I would like to say that right up to today I have not accepted this
marriage nor will I ever agree to it. You should know that I have been
kept by force by the government of Zanzibar and not of my own free will.
I would also like to say that I am very tired of waiting for this very
long time. I think now it is ten years without having any hope of
getting out.

In December 1978 I was very encouraged to hope of success when Mr Martin
Hill came to meet me and I was able to explain everything to him. He
assured me that from this journey of his, my own journey would follow of
going to Iran. I was very happy but after he left, those who were
concerned with the matter here stopped me obtaining a passport even
until now. I was able to explain this to Mr Martin Hill in a letter,
and I asked him to come again and on his mission he should not agree to
leave unless I went with him. However I regret to say that until now I
have had no reply from him nor has there been any result. He has not
been able to come again and I do not know what steps to take now. I
know he has not kept quiet but I do not think there is any other way
about this, since these people here are big liars. If he comes again
and takes charge of this, I hope we shall succeed. So this is my advice
but I do not know how you will sort it out. I beg you to come and meet
me and take over this matter here in Zanzibar until we leave, because
otherwise there is no way out and I say truly that I am tired of living
this life like this, with only trouble and being separated from my
family -it is not a.small thing. I beg you to increase your efforts and
hasten so that the days do not go by and that you act fast today before
tomorrow.

I am very hopeful of success in the very near future upon your efforts
and may god help you all together.

I hope to have a reply from you soon as soon as you can. Thank you very
much.

Nasreen Mohamed (November 1979)
Amnesty International is a worldwide human rights movement which works Impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, ethnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty
International opposes torture and the death penalty in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.
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2. To Martin Hill, Eastern Africa Researcher, Amnesty International !
!

I send you New Year greetings and thanks for all your work and the heap
of Amnesty International Christinas cards. I know that you remember me
and are trying your best. To speak truly, I am very happy to understand j
this, because all the time I am disappointed that I have had no news and I
no result to encourage me, but I have great hope from you. Thank you .1
very much. ' . '

The important thing coming from our conversations, Mr Martin, and our
meeting about my journey, I have written many times and recently I have
again, but I have had no reply from you. So I have decided to explain
again the situation so that you can know truly that until now there is
no hope at all here in Zanzibar for completing my journey. All they
told you was not true, and most important thing to do now is for you to . •
come here again and not to agree to leave me alone. You must make sure |
that we leave together, even up to Dar es Salaam. So if I get to Dar es •
Salaam it will be easy to arrange my journey even on the same day. If
we don't do this, I don't think there is any way and the days are passing
quickly and I am tired of waiting all my life like this, alone, and my
mother alone, and she has waited too. So I beg you to take steps as
quickly as possible so that in 1980 I am free like my friends elsewhere !
in the world. i

. - I
I hope if you get this letter you will do what I suggest or if you have '
any other suggestions please write to me quickly what I am to do. I
have great hopes in you and your friend (Martin Ennals) to rescue me i
from these troubles. I hope that 1980 will be my year of freedom.

I beg for a reply from you as quickly as possible. Thank you.

Nasreen Mohamed Hussein

(January 1980)
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CONFIDENTIAL 22 November 19?8

TANZANIA

Memorandum on case of NASREEN MQHAMED HUSSEIN , following AI mission to Zanzibar
on 29-30 August '

Introduction

An official AI mission consisting of Martin Ennals (Secretary General) and Martin .
Hill (Eastern Africa Researcher) visited Tanzania from 23 August to k September.
The mission visited Zanzibar on 29-30 August. One of the purposes of the visit
to Zanzibar was to have discussion with the government about the case of Nasreen
Mohamed Hussein, the remaining 'forced bride1, who is an AI 'prisoner of conscience1

The mission discussed her case with the Minister of State in the Vice President's
office, Mr. Haji Mlinde , and the Attorney General, Mr. Damian Lubuva, and requested
permission to meet Nasreen and her husband.

After hesitation on the part of the government, this meeting was arranged, and - ' ,
we spoke with the 'husband' Lieutenant Commander Ali Foum Kimara, in the presence
of the Minister and the Attorney General. Martin Hill was permitted to speak
privately" with. Nasreen. He spoke to her in Swahili , since she did not speak
English and his knowledge of the language was adequate for- this purpose.

Marti Hill had earlier interviewed Nasreen' s father independently in Zanzibar
and had been in contact in London •. with the Anti-Slavery Society, which had also
taken up hep-case. Later in London, he also met Nasreen's uncle, Mr. Habib
Shushtari, who is normally resident in Iran.

1. Meeting with Nasreen's husband.

Lieutenant Commander Ali Foum Kimara received us at his home. We spoke in English
and the meeting was cordial.' He said he had had many letters but had decided to
keep quiet because the time would come when the truth would be known. He said he
had travelled abroad on different occasions, leaving Nasreen here, and she had
been free to move around as she wished, see her family, and even could have run
away if she had wanted. He said Nasreen had been to Tanga and Mwanza and had
returned. She had travelled with her children. She could have escaped if she
had wished. He said he had no objection to her getting _a passport and travelling-
to Iran for a holiday. He had no objection to her children going to Iran with her,
but he stressed that they had Tanzanian nationality and could not become Iranian.
He said although it had started as a forced marriage, it was a proper marriage.
He had paid 500/- dowry to her father and it was a proper marriage because of the
relationship between them over 8 years as husband and wife. Her father visited her
at his house from time to time - in fact as we left, the father drove up, obviously
to visit her, but when he saw us all, he drove straight on instead. The husband
said he had been accused of beating and ill-treating her, but this was not true.
He pointed out how contented the children looked ,. which was true. He said that
although things were not ideal, they had built up a home over the 8 years. He said
her home was in Zanzibar where her parents were. •

Amnesty International is i worldwide human rights movement which works impartially for the release of prisoners of conscience: men and women
detained anywhere for their beliefs, colour, e thnic origin, sex, religion or language, provided they have neither used nor advocated violence. Amnesty
International opposes torture and the death penal ly in all cases without reservation and advocates fair and prompt trials for all political prisoners.
Amnesty International is independent of all governments , political factions, ideologies, economic interests and religious creeds. It is financed by its
m,.mhrr<hin and hv subscrintions from all parts of the world. Amnesty International has consultative status with the United Nations (ECOSOC),
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2. Meeting between Martin Hill and Nasreen
v

I explained, as to Mr. Foum, that we were concerned with the situation now, and
not the situation in 1970, i.e. the actual forced 'marriage'. I said we wanted
to find out what she herself wanted. Nasreen spoke calmly and seriously. She was
evidently afraid to speak her mind before her husband or the Minister, but our
meetins-aias not overheard. She said she could not move around freely in Zanzibar,
though her father visited her at her home. She could not associate freely with
her friends (presumably most had left Zanzibar) and had no passport. She said the ;
government would not agree to giving her a passport and letting her go outside
by herself or with the children. She said she had been sent to Mwanza by special
charter flight when her "husband" married a second wife. She said she was not ill-
treated now, that everything at home was more or less alright. But she reiterated
that she was not happy with the marriage, because she was a 'forced bride' (she :
used the English phrase). She said "I have no husband". "She said she wanted to
leave for Tehran either by herself or with the children. I asked if she could leave
the children, indeed, I pressed her on this and asked if she didn't love the
children. She said she loved them but she couldn't spend the rest of her life
like that. She didn't feel good. She v/as ready to go with her children if it |
was allowed, and her relatives would accept them. If not, she would leave the
children behind. She could not stay for ever. '"

Notes •
I

After our meeting with Nasreen and her "husband", we made no official report to .
the government officials, though we informed the Attorney General unofficially
of the direction in which we would make our report and recommendations. It must
be stressed'that agreement had been expressed, both by the Minister of State (for
the government) and Lieutenant .Commander Ali Foum (for himself), that there was
no objection to Nasreen applying for a--passport, obtaining a passport, and
travelling to visit her relatives in Iran. Her"husband" in addition, had said
that she was free to go if she wanted, but had made clear his strong opinion
that the children were Tanzanian and could not become Iranian. Nasreen v/as
willing to travel either with-the children or without the children. (It should
be noted that she was then about 5 or 6 months pregnant. However, this fact,
and the fact that all her three children - whom we saw - seemed to be happy with
both parents, should not alter the fundamentals of this matter.)-

Nasreen has written several letters to her uncle in Iran. Her letter of 2?
August 1978 (when she did not know of our visit) said 'I am tired of putting
up with this and sometimes I think it would be better if I died rather than live
this lonely life. I plead with you, Uncle, to do everything quickly so as to
save my life because my life is unhappy and I depend on you to save me from
drowning in this ocean' (translation from Swahili).

In a letter written after our visit, on 12 September she wrote that after the
AI mission had left, she was questioned on what we discussed. She replied only
that AI had asked her if she wanted to go to Iran to visit her relatives, and
that AI had agreed to pay the fare. (Although I made no specific promise about
this, it is reasonable that she concluded that I had.) In her letter she wrote,
•I want you to talk to Amnesty and to tell them"that up to now, there is hope
that the authorities here will allow me to come there for a visit.

3- AI's concern with this case

Nasreen was adopted as a 'prisoner of conscience1 under article la of AI's
Statute, on the grounds that the forced 'marriage' caused her to be restricted
and subjected to physical coercion because of her ethnic origin. She had not
used or advocated violence. She v/as aged 1^ when the 'forced marriage' took
place in 1970, as a result of the government's Mixed Marriages Decree, affecting



mostly girls of non-African ethnic origin. She was held under house arrest at
the instigation of her 'husband' - a member of the security forces. The
restrictions on her are now diminished, but she is still not free in her movements:
although her husband mainstains to the contrary, her own account is credible. Her
father's statement that he and his relatives have never consented to the marriage
is also credible; some relatives of the forced brides were imprisoned to force
them to give consent. The matter of the 500/- 'dowry' does not itself regularise
the sarWstion. Such a flat payment was never the whole of the marriage payments
between the two families of husband and wife, and such a sum would be unusually I
low for the marriage of a girl from a family like hers. . j

The reason why only this forced marriage remains a concern to AI is that the 5 ';
other girls of Persian origin who objected to forced marriage escaped from the ;

country, whil other forced brides either were allowed to divorce or became
reconciled to the marriage. The reason why this forced bride remains a forced
wife,lies .with her husband, Lieutenant Commander All Foum Kimara and the . . • >•;
Revolutionary Council in Zanzibar. Lieutenant Commander Ali Foum is a prominent
naval officer who has travelled abroad with official Zanzibar delegations on -
several occasions, though he is not himself a member of the ZRC. On the recent • ;
AI mission, AI delegates'were told that the Zanzibar government considered this ;
a domestic matter.

This case is a matter of public concern because it arose out of the Mixed ' ',
Marriages Decree of 1970- The purpose of the decree was to redress the situatipn I
where "Africans' were'unable to marry 'Arab1 or Indian girls, whereas Arab'men
could and did marry African girls. This was felt to be a feature of the feudal-
racial domination exercised by Arabs before the Revolution, and consequently a
feature to be abolished by means of legislation enabling Africans to marry Arab
girls even without the consent of the girls concerned or their relatives. The '
decree and" its implementation- attracted considerable domestic and international
opposition. It should be noted that the Zanzibar Revolutionary Council reportedly
had the Attorney General flogge-. for opposing the decree. Those forcibly 'married1

in this way were 'married1 to members of the Zanzibar Revolutionary Council or the
Zanzibar security forces, and the brides were young girls of Arab, Indian or
Persian origin. 6 of the 'forced brides' were of Persian ancestry and a few others
were of Arab origin. The total number of forced brides was probably not more
than about 20.

In the case of the Persian girls who are from Shiite Muslim families, the regular
form of marriage (both in Zanzibar and Persia) was that girls must marry a
father's brother's son and those of the Seyyid families (as Nasreen's family)
had to marry other descendents of the Prophet. The restrictions did not apply so
strictly to men, particularly in second and subsequent marriages. Nasreen's
father, for example has one African wife.

These 'arranged' marriages are of quite a different nature to the 'forced
marriages' , which have no basis in traditional .custom.

tr

The fact that no forced marriages have taken place since 1970 - though the decree
apparently remains in Statute - indicates the decree itself is generally felt to
be reprehensible. However, there has been, and is, no possibility for Nasreen to ;

obtain a legal remedy Tor her grievance through the judicial process in Zanzibar, j

This case has an international perspective by virtue of the fact that the marriage
contravenes the right to freedom of chbice in mar-riage guaranteed in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (article 16(2)) and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political "Rights (article 23(3)) which the Union Republic of Tanzania has .



ratified.) The Anti-Slavery Society has also taken up the case as an instance
of "slavery-type practice1. It should be noted that despite this serious
contravention of international obligations, the government of the Union Republic
of Tanzania in Bar es Salaam considers this to be a matter solely for the
Zanzibar authorities.

k. AI^s1 "Recommendations

After serious consideration of the different views expressed by the relevant
parties to this problem in Zanzibar, and with regard to the relevant international
standards and instruments affecting the government of the Union Republic in
respect of this case, AI's studied view is that the only way that the right to
freedom of choice in marriage can be made available to Nasreen is through the .
removal of the restrictions on her movement. This in turn can only be effected
if the right to travel outside Zanzibar is given to her. This point has been
agreed' by the Zanzibar government and by her husband. Therefore, all that remains
is for Nasreen to apply for a passport to travel and to be granted a passport .
and (if required) an exit visa from Zanzibar and mainland Tanzania. It is plain
to all concerned that che would wish to visit Iran, where her uncle, brothers :
and sister are resident. (Her mother is normally resident in Dar es Salaam,
but also travels frequently to Iran, where she is currently obtaining medical
treatment. Her father is in Zanzibar.) The question of travel expenses must not
remain an obstacle to the solution of this problem, therefore AI is prepared to.
pay for her travel from funds set aside for assistance to prisoners of conscience.
It should be understood by all parties that AI does not in any way wish to
prejudice the outcome of the matter, since the choice has to remain with Nasreen.
The ticket to be provided by AI for travel to Iran for a short holiday and for
travel back to Zanzibar,is for Nasreen only.The question of the children is, for
several reasons, best taken separately, and a matter for separate decisions by all
those concerned,

AI therefore wrote to the Zanzibar government on 6 December informing them of this
recommendation"; and requesting them to take immediate steps to ensure that what
was agreed during the AI mission', is in fact implemented with governmental assistan
AI at the same time arranged for the issue by Air Tanzania in Zanzibar of an
open return ticket Zanzibar to Iran and Iran to Zanzibar, both journeys via Dar
es Salaam, made out in Nasreen's name. AI has also written to President Nyerere,
Nasreen1s father and uncle, and the Anti-Slavery Society,informing them of this.

Addendum

.In late January 1979 Martin Hill again visited Tanzania for different purposes.
On this visit, he was informed that Nasreen had given birth to her fourth child
about a month or more previously, but that she still insisted on leaving. Her
husband, according to AI's information., opposed her leaving, and no action had
been taken to assist her to apply for and obtain a passport. She knows that the
ticket is ready for her, but she has not been able to collect it, principally
because she has no passport. AI therefore cabled the Attorney General of Zanzibar
to inquire what progress was being made as a result of the agreed action that the
government would permit.


