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FOR EW ORD 

/ ,tMEDIA TEL l' {{/ier the liheration of Belgrade.~ I October 1944 the Y1 woslav 

State Co111111is.\ionfor the lm•estigation l~{ Crime. co111111i11ed b) the lll1'ading 

Force · and their Assistant.·, puhlished tlte first Six Reports gil ing tlte results 

o/' its ,mrk. 

TN ESE Reports 111ake it clear that tlte crimes co111111i1 ted hy tlte im•ader again t 

tlte population <~/' Yugoslmia , including the de1astation of ll'l10le Yugoslav 

districts 1rere 1101 thC' ineritahle co11co111itant of military operations. Tltey 

11 ·ere committed according lo a coldly calm!Ciled political plan. The i11te111io11 

,rns to e_[!ecl tlte eli111inatio11 of tlte population of certain i111portant parts of 

Yugoslm·ia, to prepare in tltose part ·, fo rcihl_1 detached Ji·o111 tlte Yugosla1 

Stare, fa1•ourahle conditions for tlteir f uture Ger111a11 and Italian colo11isatio11. 

Tltat plan 1m · in pired by tlte a:: i-Fascist idea <d' the ahsolute superiority of 

phrsical force in the ll'ork of e11slm·i11g tlte J) C'Oples <~l Europe·. 

TNEe.rnct 1111111/Jer of }1ugosla l' citi::ens k illed or deported'? tlte Ger111a11 and 

Italian im'(l(lers is 1101 _rer kno11'J/ . One reason is that part <~/ Yugoslm territory 

is still under German occu1)(ltion. I o, 11eitlter the 1111111/Jer <~l Yugosla1 s 

deported nor their present location is .fit!ly k 11011•11. or do the Yugosla v 

aurhoriries know lto11· man_)' <d' the Yugosla vs der orted or captured ha1 e died of 

ill-treat111e11t ll'hile engaged 011 forced lahour either ll'ithin or 11'it/10ut lite co11-

ce111rarion ca111ps <~l Ger11,a11_1· or Fascist ltal_i•. Titus ii ll'ill only he possihle 

aj ier tlte conclu. ·ion <~l the 1, ·ar to ohtain an approximate idea of all that rhe 

Ger111a11 and l1a/iai1 i11 1'{J(lers hm•e done to the citi=ens of Yu 1os/c11•ia. 
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· THE present Reports of the Yugos!G11 Co111111issio11 for l,11•estigatio11 of 

Crimes co111mi11ed by the fll11adi11g Forces and rheir Assistan,ts show the 

me1/10ds employed h_,, the Germans and lra!ians in occupied .Yugoslm ia. The 

e11e111.1 u er/ such me1/10ds, hein<J assured that in this ll'aJ they could break the 

resistance of 1/,e peoples of Yugos/al'ia and destroy their !oJ alty to the ideal 

of liberty and slate independence. Those merhods and prepararions for 

co/011isatio11 1rere an i111egral parr of the Germa11-!ta/ia11 war plan, aimed at 

securing their domi11a1io11 of the 1rl,o/e of Europe. The .fortunate de 11eloprne11t 

of 111i/i1arJ operations to rhe ad1•a11tage o( rhe 11ited Nations ha is destroyed 

this German-Fascist plan. 

M EA ' W HILE, the responsihility both of Na::i Ger111a11_1 and of Fascist ltafyfor 

the crimes ll'hicl, hGI e been co111mi1ted against the peoples of Yugosla via 

re111ai11s, together 11'i1h the responsihility of those persons ll'ho, eirher direct/) 

or indirect!J, took part 711 the commitment of those crimes. The final 

victory of the United ations should make ir ecHier to e ·tab/is!, all that has 

been done, and 10 ensure the pw1is/11ne11t of all II l,o are responsible f or 

criminal acts. 

LO.\ 'DO\', 

r February 1945. 
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Dr Ivan Subasic 

Prime Minister 
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Fig . I. After Italian repn al. in .\,font enegro; 
robbing the dead. 



Fig . J. After Italian executions. 
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Tu•o scenes i11 the destroyed Dalmatian 1.,·illage 
of Zrmanje. 
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Fig. 3. After 1 talian executions. 

Fig . ..f.. 

Fig. 5. 

Two scenes in the destroyed Dalmatian village 
of Zrmanje. 
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1. THE STATE t::OMMISSlON for the Investigation of Crimes Committed by the lnvaders and 
Their Assistants, under the chairmanship of Dr Dusan Nedeljkovic, Professor of Belgrade 
University, in November 1944 published in liberated Belgrade its first six reports concern­
ing crimes committed by the Italian and German invading forces. 

2. THIS STATE COMMISSION was set up by an Act of the Anti-Fascist National Liberation 
Council of Yugoslavia on 30 November, 1943 at Jajce. 

At the same time le'gal form was given for six. Regional Commissions, for the six federative 
units of Yugoslavia as established by the Anti-Fascist National Liberation Council on 
29 November, 1943 ; namely, for Serbia, Croatia-Slavonia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Hercegovina, 
Montenegro and Macedonia. The purpose of these Regional Commissions is to conduct 
investigations in the federative units, the findings of these Regional Commissions being 
submitted for final decision and action to the Central Commission. 

This legal form given to the State Commissions for the Investigation of Crimes committed 
by the Invaders and their Assistants finally established the de facto Commissions which 
had already been working in all liberated parts of Yugoslavia for over a year. These 
earlier de facto Commissions collected their evidence through the special Committees for 
the Investigation of Crimes committed by the Invaders and their Assistants, which from 
the •!arliest days of the National Liberation Movement have been an integral part of the 
organisation of each independent unit of the National Liberation Army. These Committees 
attached to the units of the National Liberation Army continue to function, as special 
organs for the collection of evidtnce and the supply of this to the various State Commissions. 

3. AS THE INTRODUCTION to these " Six Reports " states, the " Reports of the State 
Commission are legal acts of establishment of the crimes of the invaders and their assistants. 
They contain the names of persons, against whom there is factual evidence, together with 
a description of their crimes, based on those documents which the State Commission at 
present possesses, and which are 1iufficient to determine these particular crimes and 
criminals." 

4. ONE BY ONE these Reports of the State Commission will be prepared and published. 
They will contain positive evidence of crimes committed by the invaders and their assistants 
for submission to the United Nations War Crimes Commission. It is the intention of the 
Yugoslav State Commis ion to reach every established war criminal, wherever he may have 
found refuge, in order to bring him before the atio~al Courts of Yugoslavia. 

5. IN THIS MATTER the State Commission has in mind the decision reach d by our great 
aJlies the Soviet nion, Great Britain and the U.S.A. at the .Moscow Conference, that all 
war criminals shall be " returned to the countries in which they committed their crimes for 
trial and punishment under the laws of tho e liberated countries ." 
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6. THE FIRST SIX REPORTS deal respectively with the following subjects : 
REPORT NO. 1 : Crimes committed by the Italian invading forces on the territory of 
Dalmatia; · 
REPORT NO. 2 : Crimes committed by the Italian invading forces on Montenegrin 
territory and against Montenegrins interned in concentration camps in Italy; 
REPORT NO. 3 : Material supplementary to Report No. 2 concerning crimes committed 
by the Italian invading forces in Montenegro, with special reference to the responsibility 
of certain Italian officers and functionaries ; 
REPORT NO. 4 : Crimes committed against the people of Slovenia by the Italian invading 

, forces ; 
REPORT NO. 5 : An examination of acts committed by the Axis Forces in the course of 
" cleaning up "operations, together with examples of planned and conscious " destruc­
tion " of civilian population, and, further, the systematic execution of every captured 
soldier and officer of the National Liberation Anny. 
REPORT NO. 6 : Further detailed examples of the deliberate destruction of the population 
of some parts of Slovenia and numerous examples of sadistic methods of terrori.<1ation, 
both against Yugoslav Armed Forces and against the civilian population. 

7. WHILE THB FULL l'l!XT of these Six Reporu is in preparation in English, it has been 
decided to issue at once a brief Summary of the main details of the Reports, in order to 
make it clear that the German and Italian i~vading forces in Yugoslavia, together with 
their fascist assistants from within Yugoslavia, and from other European countries, have 
systematically, under direct instructions issued at the highest level, grossly exceeded the 
actions permitted or customary in the usages of modern warfare. 
8. REPORT NO. 1 covers the deliberate efforts made by the Italian forces in Dalmatia, 
not merely to break the re-Sistance of the local population, and generally to eliminate all those 
persons who were most conscious of their Yugoslav identity, but in some places to destroy 
the whole population. 
The report states that from the partial material so far gathered it is obvious that the Fascists 
had undertaken the planned extermination of our people as such and the destruction of all 
their means and conditions of life, in an attempt to make what they called " la Dalmazia 
nostra " of a destroyed and mutilated Dalmatia. · 
9. mB INITIAL METHOD used was the establishment of " courts extraordinary " and of 
"special courts," by which some semblance of legality could be given to wholesale 
executions and wholesale internment of the more active members of the local population. 
A number of examples of the work of these courts are given in the Report, and the names of 
a large number of Italian war criminals, all of high rank, against whom there is positive 
evidence. 
10. IT 1s ESTIMATED that the " special courts" dealt with some 5,000 Yugoslav citizens, 
of whom 400 were condemned to death, the remainder, with rare exceptions, being 
sentenced to internment or imprisonment, the average number of years of internment or 
imprisonment being no less than six. 
II. BUT IN ADDITiON to acts of terrorisation bearing a simulated legal character, in­
numerable group crimes devoid of" legal " form have been committed by Italian soldiers, 
fascists, carabinieri, and junior officers of these forces, against Yugoslav subjects. 
The report cites by name as many as fourteen different groups of such Italian criminals 
against whom there is positive evidence, and in some cases gives detailed statements 
concerning numbers of crimes committed by the same men. 
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12 . A FURTHER IMPORTANT weapon of Italian military rule - to which again, under the 
suggestion that it i proper to carry out punitive expeditions and to shoot hostages, some 
kind of legal cloak was given - were the so-called " rastrellamenti." 

The report details examples of rastrellamenti - of wholesale destruction of civilian house 
property, vineyards, tores, and the execution of civilian inhabitants - in, among others, 
the Dalmatian villages of : Gradac, Miljacica, Podaci, Bol na Bracu, Zivogosce, Smokvice 
on the island of Korcula, Zupanje, Brno, Orebicic, Zmovo, Veli lz, Vela Luka, Drvenik, 
Zaostrog, ela Rava, Drage, Muce, Makorac, Porovac, Zrmanje (see Figs. 4 and 5, page 4) 

erezisce, villages in the environs of Zadar, villages in the Peljesac Peninsula, Doi, Vrbanj 
on the Island of Hvar, Milna,and in six other places, exclusive of Bol, on the Island of Brae. 

13. THE REPORT RECORDS that these were not cases of resistance to the Italian forces, 
punished by the destruction of property, or by the " orderly " execution of francs-tireura. 
Thest: were acts committed for the purpos of intimidation, many persons who were shot 
being previously tortured. 

14. THUS, co l!R N ING the vent in the village of Zivogo ic,near Makarska on 27 August, 
1942, the Report records that a Dalmatian girl, " . . . Berta Orlac from Drasnice was 
brought before Col. X, and in the course of her cross-examination was beaten, stripped 
naked and portions of her flesh torn off After cross-examination he was taken out 
and shot in front of the house.' 

15. A FURTHER EX.AMPLE of thei;e method was the doing to death of an old man on the 
island of Brae by tying him to five goats and driving them over the rocky hill ide till the old 
man was dead. 

16. NOT IN EVERY CA E wa the victim put to death after torture. Among those arrested 
by a group of eleven carabinieri (all of whom are named) stationed at Blato on the island 
of Korcula , wa one irko Kraljevic. After being imprisoned for a month this man was 
taken to Korcula. On 30 February, 1943 he was" examined." 

The cro a-examination took ten hours, and was conducted by five Italian officers and 
carabinieri, whose name are also given. In the course of the cro -examination Kraljevic 
was tortured in many ways. His right leg was pierced with a red hot iron, his body was 
lashed with bayonet , his right arm was broken , he was branded with hot irons ab~ut the 

body, he was hung up by the hair. Burning paraffin was poured over his sexual organs, 
his left foot was crushed out of shape, his moustaches and beard were burnt and plucked 
out, and with their fi ts hi torturer broke his jaw and nose. 

17. CAS ARE E E RECORDED of the torture of small boys of 12, 13 and 14 years. Here 
again both the names of the boys - who are still alive - and of their torturers , are known 
and cited . 

Among the means u d to try to intimidate one of the boys was the pouring of petrol over 
hi hands and setting fire to it. 

18. TH£ REPORT I CL D a list of high Italian offic r and other J talian functionaries and 
members of the armed fo r es who were direct! responsible for this polic of d truction 
and annih ilation and fo r its xecution. 
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19. FINALLY, THIS REPORT gives details of the concentration camps set up by the Italian 
authorities on Dalmatian islands, and known to the local population as " living tombs " 
(grolmice zivih). It is estimated on evidence that tens of thousands of Yugoslavs, not only 
from Dalmatia, but also from Slovenia, Hercegovina and Montenegro, interned in these 
camps, were done to death in various ways. 

20. REPORTS NOS. ·2 and 3: These Reports are similar, concerning acts committed by the 
Italiana in Montenegro, to Report No. 1, concerning acts committecf by the Italians in 
Dalmatia. 
Besides detailing acts of violence known by the statements both of Yugoslav survivon and 
certain Italians, Report No. 3 gives, with photographs of the original documents, a resume 
of the printed instructions issued to Italian soldiers fighting in Montenegro concerning 
the conduct to be adopted towards the Montenegrin population, and, further, photographs 
taken both during and after mass executions in Montenegro. 

We reproduce below photographs of pages 1, 2, and 3 of the Handbook of "S~ial 
Instructions" issued to the Italian Army in Yugoslavia and on pages 3 and 4, photographs 
found among the captured material in Montenegro. 
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Soldt1l1 d "/lt,/u,. combttllt:nli III Monlt:negro 1 

Mi rivolgo a lulli \'Oi che combnllele lo guerro 

Jell' Asse su queslo aspro e difficile fronle bolca­

mco. 

Ma parlo spec1olmenle a l·oloro che. nella dura 
~uerriglin in queslo inrernale lrrreno. sonno con­
lrapporre ai sislem1 brigonleschi de, " r1bdl1 . . lo 
spirilo scanzonalo e !'ibara~linu che g,a an1m6 gl, 
ardili del Cnrso e del l.>iave gl, st1uadnsh ddlt1 

Oisptralo 

E' quesla la •1oce di un vecchio soldalo che ~1 

rivulge a iiiovani soldol• e la voce d, ch, moll, 
evenh ho vissulC\ e che cono~ce mollo bene ,I vo ­
slro animo. le voslrc g101e e le vvslre soflerenze. 
e che a vo1 oggi parla cuore a cuore. ocrhi ne~li 

occh1. sapendo da essere co111preso 1 

! 

11 60VERNUORE IJEl ritONlEhlfiRO 
(j[NER4lE 0"4RMU l 

41rssandro Pir1lo Blr oli 
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La guerrt1 che !>lale comballendo qu, non e 
slaccala dcil grande quadro della g1ganlesco ch~ d1-
vampa 1n lullo ii momlo. dalle p1ane gelalt" dello 
Murman1a ~lie 1sole dell' elerna pnmavera del Pa­
cifico. dal mare di Norveg,a in c111 -~alleg~•ano le 
moslodonlicl1e mo11laqne 01 gh1occ10. al · dole~ e 

hep1do noslro Med1lerra11eo. 

GI, llalia111 m Montenegro e 111 Croarn,. 1 Te­
deschi in Serbia combaltono per dehellare nella 
Balcanio quegli sless, nem,c1. solddli dell'ex Jugo­
slavri, j quali. non O\'endo sapulo d1fendere la loro 
Datrra in una guerra leale. nello scorso aprile. len ­
lano 'invece_ ora. col, s1slen1a del sabola~g,o e del­
l' ogg, ess,one prcidiiona. di minacc1are alle spa lie 
gli eserc1li che lollano conlro ii morenle 11npero 
comurnslo di Sltilin. 

Derci6. lo m1ss10ne che svolgono qu, le d1v1-
:::.1oni llaliane. nel quadro complessivo della guerra. 
e allrellanlo 1mporlanle d1 quella delle un1la che 
hanno p1anlalo ii lncolore e la bandiero del Reich 
nel cuore della Russio bolscev1ca . 

s~. per es1genze di p_olitico. I q1ornali non pos-
50110 per oro parlare di queslo voslro fronte. v1 
assicuro che da Romn siete se~u1l1 do v1dno. col­
l' inleresge p,u vivo ed apposs1onolo I vosln sacr1-
hc1 sono conosc1uli ; un g,orno ,I velo cadro e 
lulli gapranno e cap,ranno la porlala e r imporlonzo 
dt'llo hall agl1a dc1 vo, comballula . 

II 

II ncm,co che v, sla di fronlc lo conoscele ! 

A vo, che porlava le la 1111llenana civilla di 
l~orna. cl1111os lt ando da v111c 1lon la p1u a111p1a ge-
11c1 os ilii . IHI nsposlo con I' t1~rnress1<2_11e v, ~ e subdola. 
lruc1dc1 11do , vosl 11 lra t~lli . II ' com u111 smo d, S lhl i11, 
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ollrnlo i1II oro mglt'~e. ho ovulo lacile preso su 
uonum 0\'1d1. prrfid, rne!'>unluo:!11, i11coslonli e ven­
dirnl,n che conservl>ndo nell' n111mo Ir sle!\se slig­
molc ddlr onlid,e ord~ 0s1ol1che. n·on disdegnMo 
d, odollnre mod, di guerro ,gnobili. 

Ess, r,r1ulono lo ll<'Slro c,v,llo rOlllllllO ,n nome 
dello folce e morlrllo. odiono Ill noslro supnionlo 
di rnzzn e di ideoli per lo ~lesso molivo che spmgt­
il Moir conlro ii Bene. Li sospmg, I' olov,ro odio 

21. A TRANSL\TJON of the tint pages of theae Italian instructiona reada u follows: 

SOLDIERS OF ITALY, FIGHTING IN MONTENEGRO I 
I am' addressing myself to all of you who are fighting the war of the Axis on this harsh 
and difficult Balkan Front. But I am speaking specially to all those who, during the 
hard guerrilla warfare in this infernal country arc confronting the brigand system of the 
rebels with the decisive and brave spirit which animated the warriors of the Carso and 
the Piave and the legionaries of Disparata. This is the voice of an old soldier addressing 
himself to young soldiers, and the voice of one who has seen many events and who 
knows your spirit well, your joys and your sufferings, and today is speaking to you · ' 
heart to heart, eye to eye, knowing that he will be understood. 

(Signed) Army General Alessandro Pirzio Biroli, 
Governor of Montenegro. 

The war which you are fighting, which is not separate from the great war which is 
developing in the whole world, from the frozen plains of Murmansk to the islands of 
eternal spring in the Pacific, from the Norwegian seas to which descend mammoth icy 
mountains, to our warm sweet Mediterranean. 
The Italians in Montenegro and Croatia, and the Germans in Serbia, are fighting to 
destroy in the Balkans those very enemies, soldicn of the former State of Yugoslavia, 
who, unable to defend their Fatherland in proper warfare, in the month of April, are 
now attempting by a system of sabotage and predatory aggression, to bring harm to 
the cause of the soldiers who are fighting the dying communist Empire of Stalin. 
Therefore the mission which the Italian divisions are accomplishing here is, in the 
general frame of"this complex war-, quite as important as that of the unity which the 
Tricolour and the Reich flag have planted in the heart of bolshevik Russia. 
If for political reasons the newspapers cannot at present speak of this front of yours, I 
assure you that Rome is following you very closely, with the liveliest and most 
passionate interest, Your sacrifices, too, are known; one day the veil will fall and all 
shall know and undcrstan~ the extent and importance of the battle you are fighting. 

II. 
Know the enemy who confronts you I 
You who bear the thousand-year-old civilisation of Rome, demonstrating the greatest 
generosity as victors, have been answered •with vile and underhand aggression, 
and the murder of your brothers. The cemmunism of Stalin , allied to English gold, 
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has made easy victims of these greedy, faithless and insolent men, treacherous and 
vengeful as they are , who, preserving in their hearts the same marks of the Asiatic 
hordes of ancient time, are not above adopting base methods of warfare. 
These people reject our Roman civilisation in the name of the hammer and sickle, and 
hate our racial superiority and our superiority of ideals for the very same reason that 
Evil is driven against Good. Their atavistic hatred drives them .... 

22. REPORT NO. 4 is a brief summary of the findings of the Slovene "Zemaljska Komisija" 
( ational Commission) concerning Italian war crimes. It contains the following main 
points: 

23. DURING ITALIA occupation of the Ljubljana district from April 11, 1941 to September 
8, 1943 , some 1,000 hostages were shot and further , over 8,000 other persons were done to 
death with accompanying acts of violence. Among these were also a number of persons who 
had previously been released by the Ljubljana Court Martial. 
In addition, over 35,000 persons were removed to concentration camps in Italy, and 800 

villages were completely ~estroyed. 
Large numbers of persons were further done to death in Italian prisons. For example, in a 
camp set up on the Dalmatian island of Rab over 4,500 Yugoslav subjects died of starvation. 
Finally, in direct contravention of the laws of international justice, particularly the Second 
Hague Convention of July 29, 1899 (Articles 1-4, 23, 25, 27, 28 1 44, 46, 47, 50) prisoners 
of war and also wounded men of the ational Liberation Army were regularly killed. 
There were also occasions when even whole hospitals of the ational Liberation Army 
were killed in cold blood. 

2 4. THE LARGEST SINGLE ltalian attack on the civilian population of Slovenia was that 
instigated directly hy Mussolini himself by a speech made in July 1942 in the Slovene town 
of Gorica (from 1920 to 1943 on Italian territory). An Army of 6o,ooo men, hitherto held 
in readine s for the purpose, was sent to " pacify " or annihilate the Slovene people. 

25. LATER, IN THE COU RSE of military operations, the Yugoslav authorities captured, at 
ovo Mesto in Slovenia, the Field Archives of the so called " Isonzo " Italian Brigade. 

Some of these documents are worthy of mention . here. They are : 

(a) Order ZS, of March 1, 1942 issued by General Mario Roatta for the shooting 
of all Yugoslav soldiers, the shooting of hostages, and the internment of whole families 
or villages, if considered " suspicious." By this circular the civil population as a whole 
was placed at the disposal of military courts. 
(b) Field Order 02/ 1537, of larch 23 , 1942, issued another order ZS, by General 
Alessandro Maccari . By this all members of the families of partisans, tog ther with 
other persons living in the same place , were to be shot ; 
(c) Divisional Order o. 7,000 of April 7, 1942, issued by General Roatta. By th is 
civilians were made responsible for all acts of abotage committed in the environs of 
their homes, wi th the penalties of confiscation of mo able property and de truction of 
immovable , if sabotage were committed, or, shou ld any persons be found in the 
neighbourhood of military operation , the penal ty of death ; 
(d) Field Order 02/ 6029, f July 2 1 1942, issued under Circular Z ,by General ario 
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RobottA. By this, only persons of under 18 years and wounded arc to be brought to 
trial, the remainder shot on the site of capture. 

Here it must be observed that cases arc on record of the Italian authorities exceeding 
even this Order, and executing out of hand both wounded prisoners and persons 
under 18. 

(t) Orders issued in Ljubljana, repeated in Field Orders on August 5, 1942. By 
these any person on whom any papers connecting him or her with the People's Libera­
tion Movement arc found, was to be shot out of hand, and the house in which that 
person was captured, razed to the ground. 

(/) Field Order 05/1036, of March 3, 1943. By this, per,:sons shot were not merely 
to be simply recorded as " shot," but as " killed in conflict with Italian units." 

26. THE MEASURE to which these various orders were carried out can be judged by a "further 
series of captured Italian documents : 

I 

(a) A Minute No. 350, dated July 27, 1942, of an Italian Civilian Commissar, to the 
effect that in his district 120 houses had been razed, and 280 persona brought in for 
internment; 

(b) A Minute, No. 317, of August 1, 1942 reporting that the number of persons 
(civilian) seized had reached 500, that fires were blazing all round, and that a certain 
Italian General in person was conducting the operations. 

(c) A further Minute, dated August 8, 1942, stating that the Civil CommissaI", acting 
under orders from the Commanding Officer of a certain Regiment, had razed to the 
ground a number of villages in the Cernomelj district, and arrested a further 200 

civilian men, raiaing the total number arrested in the Cernomelj district to 900. 

The Minute includes the following words : 

" I will not report on the dcspain>f the families of the persons interned, but according 
to your instructions, have refrained from any intervention ; although I must admit 
that innocent persons were involved, I was compelled to remove them." 

27. NUMEROUS OTHER official Italian papen, in the same spirit, arc cited. 
Among these is the original order No. 72/6/4, dated December 16, 1942, signed by the 
Italian General Gastar Gambari; by which nine captured Yugoslav soldiers, among them 
the Slovene writer, Ivan Rob, were to be executed. 

Further, there is Telegram No. 3232, from the Italian Colonel, T. S6rdi, asking for 
the bombing of a Yugoslav Hospital, and also the Order of the Italian General Maccario, 
dated July 12, 1943, ordering the bombing of the village ·of Sopoti, because of a report that 
a hospital was situated there. 

28. IN TRE FihST WAVB of the Italian punitive offensive, nine pe:.is .. nts at work mowing 
(July 6, 1942) were taken as guides. Later, their corpses were found at Jermen-Dol. 
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29. IN THE ECOND WAVE of attack, 98 civilian men were arrested in Babno Po!je. Of these 
40 were tortured and shamed, and then executed by machine-gun on the hill known as 
Vrazji-Vrh. Four others were thrownalivcinto the commongraveofthese40. Theremainder, 
58 in number, together with others arrested later, making the total number 83, were 
interned. Of these 83, as many as 19 later died in internment on the island of Rab. 

This village, Babno Polje, was partly destroyed on two occasions, by. incendia1y action 
(July 2 and 25), and then, on July 30, completely razed to the ground. 

30. TO COMPLETE THE PICTURE given by Report 4,the treatment of two youngYugoslavs,on 
the River Kupa, on July 21, 1944 may i:>e mentioned. These two, one of them a Slovene 
mechanic from Ljubljana named Poje Zvonok, the other a Reserve Captain of the old 
Yugoslav Army, origin and name unkno n, were taken by Italian soldiery, and requested 
to reveal the position of. the Yugoslav forces. On Poje's giving an indignant refusal, he 
was made to run· the gauntlet of the wl ole unit, each Italian giving him a blow. Poje fell 
before he had received the whole 160' strokes. He was unable to stand. The Italians 
drove two nails into a wall at the level J his head, and tied his arms to the nails, crucifying 
him, and thus shot him. 

3 r. TO THE SUMMARY OF REPORT 4 are appended reproductions of photographs of typical 
events in Slovenia, Lken and treasured by the Italian criminals themselves. (Figures 13, 
14, 15, page 20). 

32. REPORT NO. 5 : This brief report, including photographic reproductions from three 
military documents, deals exclusively with the slaughter of non-combatant civilians, and 
the shooting of captured officers and men of the People's Liberation Army. 

33. THE FIRST DOCUMENT COMMUNICATED is " Divisional Order o. 121 by which the 
German Lieutenant-General Neidholt orders (file o. 240/44 of July 11, 1944) the 369th 
[nfantry Division to undertake the " cleaning-up " of Hercegovina, action tc commc:!ce 
July 13, 1944. See Fig. 6, page 17 (pages I and 5 of r eidholt's Divisiona! Orders). 

Clause 8 of this Order reads: Die Orte Zagnjezda und Udora sind zu vernichten. 
Die mannliche Bevolkerung dieser Orte ist aufzuhangen, die weibliche Bevolkerung u. die 
Kinder nach Stolac abzufiihren." "Zagnjezde and U dora are to be totally destroyed. The 
male population of these places is to be hanged, the female population and children are to 
be conveyed to Stolac." 

34. THE SECOND DOCUMENT communicated in, Report 5 is a Confidential Minute, a 
" Feindnachrichtenblatt " (" Enquiry rteport Form "), issued to regimental commanders 
before an offensive, under No. 1025/ 44 by the chief of intelligence attached to the division. 
See Fig. 7, page 17. These strictly confidential reports concluded with two points of 
instruction : 

The first point was : In reports of enemy losses, only those persons seized or killed 
in fighting, arms in hand, are to be counted as prisoners and enemy dead. The remainder 
are all to be con idered as " arrested civilians and other dead. T his differentiation is 
important. " 
The second point was : " Every dead per on is to be se~r hed and all usable articles 
of clothing collected , and brought in. " 
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35. CONTINUING, Report 5 deals with material supplied by the Croat ational Com­
mission, concerning German massacres of Dalmatian villages which had apparently shown 
no sign of previous resistance to the enemy. This material is based on reliable documents 
p088CS8ed by the Croat Commission, principally, the report -0f an uataaha officer made to 
Pavelitch's " Minis'try of Armed Forces " in Zagreb. 

36. THE EVIDENCE SHOWS that a punitive expedition, working according to plan, moved 
out from Sinj on March 27, 1944, against the villages of Otok, Ruda, Odovicic, Krivodol, 
Voatane and Grab. 

In three villages, 834 persons, old and young together, male and female, were 
killed and 500 houses first systematically plundered, then burned down. Nobody was 
spared, not even infants in arms. Execution was effected by machine-gun and hand­
grenade. In some cases petrol was used to start fires, and consume the corpses. In other 
cases (for example, one house in the village of Otok) the corpses rethained piled, but 
unburned. \ 

37. CONCERNING THE EXECUTION of prisoners-of-war, the Report reproduces the beginning 
of a secret "General Instructions for the conduct of Occupying Forces," used by the 
GertruUl Major-General Riibler under Number 1418/43 (marked" Geheim "- " Secret," 
being issued by Department IS) of May 12, 1943. 

Paragraph 2 (see Fig. 8, page 18) runs: "Prisoners; any person taking part in the struggle 
against the German armed forces, if captured, is to be cross-examined and then shot." 

38. FOLLOWING THIS DOCUMENT, Report 5 gives the names of 20 German officers (of whom 
. 10 are Austrians) responsible for thus murdering Yugoslav prisoners-of-war, and examples 
of their work. 

There arc numerous cases of torture among these, cases of tying Yugoslav prisonen to 
guna and blowing them to pieces, and cases of men being buried alive. 

39. lN CONCLUSION, Report 5 quotes from a document which eatablishes beyond doubt 
collaboration between chetnib and the German invader. 

In orders determining the secton to be occupied by various units, in an offensive against 
the Yugoslav National Army of Liberation, General eidholt includes: "Chetnik Units 
in sector Odzak-Kifino Scio and Ulog" (Fig. 6, page 17, right-hand sheet); while a junior 
officer in his report says (Fig. 7, page 17): "Chetniks: the headquarters of chetniks 
organised by D. M. (sc. Draza Mihailovic) are at present at Gacko, Kifino Selo, Nevesinje, 
Stolac, Bilece, Gorica. These chetniks are- fighting with the German army." 

40. REPORT 6 DEALS with German acts of violence against the population of Slovenia, 
in particular in the districts of Lower Styria (Donja Stajerska), Gorenjska and Eastern 
Dolenjska. 

In these districts it has been the Ger:rnan poli<:y to attempt to transform the jwhole 
population into Germans. The German inhabitants numbered 2 per cent. of the popula­
tion. -Those of the remaining 98 per cent. who continue to consider themselves Slovenes, 
have been subjected by direct orders of Adolf Hitler, to elimination by tleportation, 
execution, and intimidation. 
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To this end all forms of Slovene life were suppressed - schools closed, libraries and 
books destroyed, intellectuals and peasant public workers imprisoned. 

12,000 Slovenes were deported to Neditch Serbia, 18,000 to Pavelitch Croatia, and 
6o,ooo to Silesia, to forced labour. 

41. THESE MEA URES were executed with great brutality. The report communicates the 
evidence of a railway official, according to which even small children were separated 
from their parents. In one coach, during transportation, 42 children died of hunger. 
Their corpses were removed at the end o'f the journey. 

42. I THE PRINCIPAL TOW of the districts concerned, Maribor, Celj, and in Graz 
(Austria) and Begunje (a penal establishment) there were executions almost daily. It is 
estimated that over 50,000 persons were shot in these districts as hostages. 

43. AT MARIBOR hostages were regularly shot in groups of five, each following group being 
made to remove the corpses of the preceding five. 

44. AT CELJB executed hostages were hung up publicly on meat hooks, the hook being 
stuck through the neck of the victims. 

45. AS EXEMPLARY E\IIDE ' CE of these executions may serve a German proclamation of 
June 16, 1944, recording the execution, by order of the S.S. officer Rosener, of a group of 
25 Slovenes in the village of Fram near Maribor. (See Fig. 9, page 18.) 

46. THRO GHO T LOVEN IA, that is to ay, until the Italian collapse, in all parts of the coun­
try, the German forces have repeatedly locked groups of Slovenes in houses and then fired 
the house . 

As example may serve the case of the village of Tominje, where on May 19, 1944,theGerman 
forces locked all the remaining male population in a barn and fired it. 

Two men who were unable to walk were done to death with picks. 

Three women who tried to help these men, were also burned to death. 

Report 6 gives the names of 34 persons slaughtered on this occasion. 

Furthermore, the same group of Germans continued to the village of Zalesje. Here 
the population had mainly fled, but two old men were killed and burned, and a woman shot 
down as she fled and then finished off with the bayonet. 

Altogether in Zalesje seven persons were done to death, six by burning. 

47. ON THEIR WAY to the village of Pregare, the same group of Germans was dispersed by 
a partisan ambush, but they then went on to Podbeze, where at the mill they killed an So­
year old woman, her son and four-year-old grandson, and fired the house, while in the 
village itself they killed 40 men, burning the bodie , some after death, others alive. Here 
again precise details are known. 

48. FROM PODBEZE the same group of Germans continued to the villages of Pregarje and 
Gaberk, where two and three more persons respectively were caught and killed, and many 
houses fired. 
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49. TRl!BB GERMANS were an S.S. unit from Trieste, under the command of Major-Genera) 
von Zangen and General Kubler. They were assisted by memben of the Slovene White 
Guard. The names of the officen responsible are all cited in the report. 

50. REPORT 6 CITP.S numerous other cases of similar shootings, in some of which the 
children were compelled to witness the death of their parents. 

51. ACTS OP PERVERSION on occasion accompanied shootings. Thus, on June 6, 1944, at 
Radovnica (near Mirna), Jozevka Kolenceva, after death, was stripped and sexually , 
mutilated with knives. 

52. AS EXAMPLE of lack of respect for the Red Cross, the following is cited: On May 9, 
1944, a mixed unit of Slovene White Guards and Germans captured a partisan field hospital ; 
35 patients were bound and marched off to an unknown destination; 10 who could not 
walk were shot and their corpses burned. One of these 10, wounded in the' head, but not 
mortally, succeeded in escaping from under the burning brushwood which had been piled 
on the corpses, and has made a deposition. 

53. IN REPORT 6, after the material so far summarised, there follow several pages of 
detailed accounts of shootings, burnings, and acts of perverted violence. 

The following may serve as example: On June 17, 1944, a German unit collected seven 
girls of from 14 to 18 years of age in the village of Trnovo, and took them to the village of 
Krnica, where they were locked up and told they would be killed if they did not yield to 
their captors. Three captured partisans were then brought before the house. Their hands 
were tied behind their backs, their faces were bloody, and they could scarcely ~alk. They 
were strung up in front of the window on wire nooses, and then, to the accompaniment of 
peals of laughter from the Germans, police dogs were set loose on them, to tear their 
flesh before they had expired. 

The village was tht:n burned. One girl succeeded in escaping. 

54. AS A FINAL BXAMPLB of the meth~ds employed by the German forces, the following 
case, supported · by photographs captured by the Yugoslav forces, may be cited. On 
June 9, 1944, an S.S. unit captured two Yugoslav soldiers. They slashed their faces with 
bayonets and gouged out their eyes, then asked them if they could see Com5~Ee Tito. 
They then decapitated them with an axe, photographing various stages of the operation. 
(Figs. 10, 11, 12). They then placed the heads on a table, with a mocking inscription, and 
afterwards tossed the heads on to the ground, photographing them again. 

55. REPORT 6 also makes specific reference to the dregs of other European nations, 
recruited in a notorious special division commanded by .i German General, von Pannwitz. 
This international fascist division assisted the Germans and Slovene White Guards 
( fascist units) in all their operations in Slovenia.~ 

56. IN CONCLUSION, the first six Reports of the Yugoslav State Commission concerning 
War Crimes, cite by name 199 officers and men of the enemy forces (Italian and German 
and men in German employ) 11nd 33 Yugoslav subjects. 
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