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The second session of the preparatory Committee for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (28 January - 8 February 2002), PrepComll focused on the
following three objectives:

(a) Review and assessment of the implementation of Agenda 21;
(b) Identification of constraints and obstacles to the implementation;
(c) Preparations of a document containing conclusions and recommendations for

further actions to be submitted to the third session of the PrepCom.

The report of the Secretary General (Implementing Agenda 21)was universally
praised for its accurate assessment of the last ten years and for its focused, action-
oriented and balanced approach. The ten-point agenda for action contained in the last
section was very well received. The report greatly facilitated the general agreement that
the PrepCom should not negotiate the assessment of the last ten years. Instead, the
Chairman should capture it in a summary. This was a major shift from Rio+5 and
other review processes.

This agreement also set the tone for the generally shared view that the
Johannesburg Summit should lead to concrete actions to address the challenges of
poverty eradication, globalization, changing unsustainable consumption and
production patterns, conservation and management of natural resource base for
development, means of implementation including finance and technology transfer,
strengthened governance for sustainable development, special needs of Africa and the
achievement of development-related goals of the Millennium Declaration.

There was unanimous support for building partnerships among all relevant
actors to expedite the implementation of Agenda 21. These were labeled as "type two"
outcomes of the Summit. The US delegation expressed particular interest in the
"coalitions of the willing." Major Groups, especially the private sector, also showed
greater interest in these partnerships.

While countries from the North emphasized the importance of national action,
the South highlighted the need for an enabling international environment. OPEC member
countries led by Saudi Arabia and the Middle East Arab States led by Egypt expressed
strong reservations on the prominence given by the European Union to the issues of
energy and fresh water. The group of small island developing States (SIDS)
emphasized that their special needs should also be given special attention. A number of
countries strongly insisted that oceans, coasls^and-islands be recognized as an important
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focal area. The representatives of regional commissions expressed concern about the
lack of attention given to the recommendations emanating from the regional meetings.

Following these discussions, the Chairman presented a paper focused on
poverty eradication, changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns,
protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development,
sustainable development in a globalizing world, health and sustainable development,
sustainable development of SIDS and Africa, and Means of Implementation. To promote
consensus, the issues of energy and fresh water were subsumed under various headings.

The paper was well received by both developed and developing countries. The
US stated that it would like to focus more on "type two" outcomes. In addition, the
Chairman circulated summaries of the multi-stake holder dialogue and assessment of
the implementation of Agenda 21, and a list of proposals for partnerships.

Considering the complexities of the issue of strengthening governance for
sustainable development, a parallel informal consultative process within the framework
of prepcom was launched under the leadership of vice-chairs from Nigeria and Sweden.
They are expected to present their report to the Third Session of the PrepCom to be held
in March-April.

The overall approach of the delegations and major groups was very constructive
during this session and at the end of the session there was a general air of optimism.
PrepComlll, where negotiations are expected to be intense, will be the real test of this
generally shared perception that the delegations are now ready to move forward.

Angela
Officer-in-charge

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
12 February 2002

cc: The Deputy Secretary-General
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The Secretary-General may wish to see
this informative note from Angela King
regarding the recent PrepCom for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development.

COM.6 (2-78)



Note to the Secretary-General

Assessment of the Second Session of the Preparatory Committee (PrepCom II)
I for the World Summit on Sustainable Development

(28 January-8 February 2002)

The second session of the preparatory Committee for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (28 January - 8 February 2002), PrepComll focused on the
following three objectives:

(a) Review and assessment of the implementation of Agenda 21;
(b) Identification of constraints and obstacles to the implementation;
(c) Preparations of a document containing conclusions and recommendations for

further actions to be submitted to the third session of the PrepCom.

The report of the Secretary General (Implementing Agenda 21)was universally
praised for its accurate assessment of the last ten years and for its focused, action-
oriented and balanced approach. The ten-point agenda for action contained in the last
section was very well received. The report greatly facilitated the general agreement that
the PrepCom should not negotiate the assessment of the last ten years. Instead, the
Chairman should capture it in a summary. This was a major shift from Rio+5 and
other review processes.

This agreement also set the tone for the generally shared view that the
Johannesburg Summit should lead to concrete actions to address the challenges of
poverty eradication, globalization, changing unsustainable consumption and
production patterns, conservation and management of natural resource base for
development, means of implementation including finance and technology transfer,
strengthened governance for sustainable development, special needs of Africa and the
achievement of development-related goals of the Millennium Declaration.

There was unanimous support for building partnerships among all relevant
actors to expedite the implementation of Agenda 21. These were labeled as "type two"
outcomes of the Summit. The US delegation expressed particular interest in the
"coalitions of the willing." Major Groups, especially the private sector, also showed
greater interest in these partnerships.

While countries from the North emphasized the importance of national action,
the South highlighted the need for an enabling international environment. OPEC member
countries led by Saudi Arabia and the Middle East Arab States led by Egypt expressed
strong reservations on the prominence given by the European Union to the issues of
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focal area. The representatives of regional commissions expressed concern about the
lack of attention given to the recommendations emanating from the regional meetings.

Following these discussions, the Chairman presented a paper focused on
poverty eradication, changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns,
protecting and managing the Natural resource base of economic and social development,
sustainable development in a globalizing world, health and sustainable development,
sustainable development of SIDS and Africa, and Means of Implementation. To promote
consensus, the issues of energy and fresh water were subsumed under various headings.

The paper was well received by both developed and developing countries. The
US stated that it would like to focus more on "type two" outcomes. In addition, the
Chairman circulated summaries of the multi-stake holder dialogue and assessment of
the implementation of Agenda 21, and a list of proposals for partnerships.

Considering the complexities of the issue of strengthening governance for
sustainable development, a parallel informal consultative process within the framework
of prepcom was launched under the leadership of vice-chairs from Nigeria and Sweden.
They are expected to present their report to the Third Session of the PrepCom to be held
in March-April.

The overall approach of the delegations and major groups was very constructive
during this session and at the end of the session there was a general air of optimism.
PrepComlll, where negotiations are expected to be intense, will be the real test of this
generally shared perception that the delegations are now ready to move forward.

Angela E.V. Kingy

Officer-in-charge
Department of Economic and Social Affairs

12 February 2002

cc: The Deputy Secretary-General
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