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SG/SI1/2778
TEC/391
1 September 1979

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL OH CONCLUSION' OE'SCIENCE

AND TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE, 51 AUGUST. VIENNA

Folio-wing is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
on the conclusion of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development;' held from 20 to 31 August, in Vienna:

The Secretary-General has noted -with satisfaction that the United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology for Development concluded its work -with
the adoption of a programme of action aimed at strengthening the scientific
and technological capacities of the developing countries at the national,
regional and international level and the full recognition of the importance
of science and technology at all levels. The Secretary-General strongly
hopes that all countries will give full effect to this programme of action
and, in particular, to the agreement reached at the Conference on the creation
of an interim fund as veil as on the principle of a United Nations financing
system for science and technology for development, to start on 1 January 1982.

The Secretary-General regards the outcome of the Conference as a positive
element in the evolution of international economic co-operation tovards the
establishment of the new international economic order.

.v.™
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MESSAGE READ'ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT THE'sPEblAL MEETING

OF THE COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA TO COMMEMORATE NAMIBIA DAY

The following is the text of a message read this morning by Martti
Ahtisaari, Special Representative for Namibia, on behalf of the
Secretary-General, at the special meeting of the Council for Namibia to
commemorate Namibia Day, 26 August:

The observance of Namibia Day this year has added significance for the
United Nations in that the General Assembly has proclaimed 1979 as the
International Year of Solidarity with the People of Namibia.

This special meeting serves to emphasize the particular responsibility of
the United Nations in ensuring that the people of Namibia will be able to
exercise freely their inalienable right to self-determination and
independence. It also provides the international community with yet another
opportunity to focus world-wide attention on the situation in the Territory
and to mobilize international support for the legitimate aspirations of its
people.

Twelve months ago, following the tabling of a settlement proposal for the
solution of the Namibian problem and the subsequent action of the Security
Council, it had been hoped that some appreciable progress would be made in
attaining the desired objective. I was requested by the Council to appoint a
Special Representative in order to ensure the early independence of the
Territory through free elections under the supervision and control of the
United Nations. The plan of action which has been approved by the Security
Council is designed to achieve this.

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to proceed with the
implementation of this plan. There still remain a number of important issues
which require the agreement of the parties conceined before arrangements can
be finalized for the emplacement of the United Nations Transition Assistance
Group (UNTAG) in Namibia, in accordance with resolution 435 (1978). During my
recent visit to Africa I was able to discuss the situation in depth with
African leaders. Further e f fo r t s are currently being made to solve these
remaining issues.

(more)
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While it is essential to maintain the momentum for a speedy, peaceful and
just solution of this problem, we must also intensify our efforts to promote
the social and economic well-being of the Namibian people. In this connexion,
tribute should be paid to the Council for Namibia for the concrete
achievements which it has attained through the launching of various programmes
in co-operation with the United Nations and other international agencies. It
would indeed be in keeping with the spirit and purpose of this International
Year of Solidarity with the People of Namibia if the international community
would contribute generously to these programmes.

In conclusion, I should like to emphasize that it is vital that we move
forward expeditiously towards the realization of a peaceful settlement in
Namibia in accordance with the principles laid down.in the United Nations
plan. For my part I wish to assure you that I shall continue to exert every
e f f o r t towards tha.t end.

*' *** *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S ADDRESS AT INAUGURATION OF VIENNA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

AT DONAUPARK, VIENNA

(Received from the United Nations Information Service, Vienna.)

ADDENDUM

Following is an off ic ia l English translation of those portions of the
Secretary-General's addiess that were originally delivered in German.

As Secretary-General of the United Nations but also as an Austrian, it is
a special pleasure and satisfaction for me to participate in the inauguration
of the Vienna International Centre. This event is the climax of years of
common efforts and, for the Republic of Austria as well as for the United
Nations, has a very specific and far-reaching significance. At the same time,
it represents a hallmark of international co-operation aiming at the creation
of a more peaceful and just world.

Today, however, it is my foremost task to express to the Austrian Federal
Government, the City of Vienna, and particularly the Austrian people the
thanks and appreciation of the international community for the enormous
efforts leading to the establishment of the International Centre. Some of
those present now, among them in particular you, Mr. Federal President, and
you, Mr. Federal Chancellor, have participated in the realization of this
great project from the very beginning. We should like to extend our sinceicst
thanks to all of them, the government members and legislative bodies in
charge, the administrative organs of the city, the civil servants as well as
the architects and firms taking part in the Centre's construction.

You will certainly agree to my thanking the Austrian people on this
occasion. After all , they are the ones who supported the project and
contributed much e f for t to its realization. In doing so, Austria has
documented, in a most illustrative way, its belief in international
co-operation and its trust in the future of the United Nations as well as its
role in the creation of a better world.

(more)
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By handing over the International Centre, Austria has given an
outstanding example of its international solidarity. It is rooted in the
conviction that all of us and every people must contribute to implementing a
world order compatible with the great hopes of humankind. Thus permit me, as
Secretary-General of the United Nations, to express again ray sincere thanks to
the Austrian representatives present and to all the Austrian people on behalf
of all Member States of the United Nations.

vfr
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S ADDRESS AT INAUGURATION OF VIENNA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

AT DONAUPARK, VIENNA

(Received from the United Nations Information Service, Vienna.)

Following is the text of an address by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim at
the inauguration of the Vienna International Centre at the Donaupark, Vienna,
today, 23 August, the initial part of which is in the German language:

Als Generalsekretar der Vereinten Nationen aber auch als Os terreicher,
ist es mir eine bcsondcre Freude und Gcnugtuung, heute an dcr Eibffnung des
Internationalen Zcntrums Wien teilzunehmen. Dieses Ereignis ist der Hohepunkt
jahiclanger gemeinsamer Bemuhungen und hat flir die Republick Ostcrrcich wie
fiir die Vereinten Nationen ganz besondere und weitreichende Bedeutung.
Zugleich stellt es abcr auch einen Markstcin der Internationalen
Zusammenarbeit dar, die die Schaffung einer friedlicheren und gercchteren Welt
zum Ziel hat.

Es ist heute jedoch mcine allererste Aufgabe, der bsterreichischen
Bundesrcgierung, der Stadt Wien und vor allem auch dem bsterreichis chen Volk
den Dank und die Anerkcnnung der Internationalen Gcmcinschaft fir die
gewaltige Leistung auszusprechen, die zur Errichtung dieses Internationalen
Zentrums gcfiihrt hat . Einige der heute Anwesenden, darunter insbesondcre Sic,
Herr Bundespresident und Sie, Hcrr Bundeskanzler , haben von den ersten
Anfangcn an an dcr Rcalisierung dieses grossartigen Projcktcs teilgenommen.
Ihnen alien, den zustandigen Regierungsmitgliedern und gesetzgebenden
Kbrperschaftcn, der Stadtverwaltung den Beamten, wie auch den Architektcn und
den am Bau beteiligten Firmen, gilt heute unser aufrichtiger Dank.

Sic xrerden mir jedoch sicher zustitnmen, wenn ich aus diesem Anlass einige
besondere Dankesworte an das bs terreichische Volk richte. Der Unterstiitzung,
die es diesem Projekt gegeben und den cnormen Leistungen, die es daflir
erbracht hat , ist nicht zuletzt desen Verwirklichung zuzuschreiben.
Osterrcich hat damit in anschaulicher Weise seinen Glauben an die
internationale Zusammenarbeit und sein Vertrauen in die Zukunft der Vereinten
Nationen und dcrcn Rolle fiir die Gestaltung einer bcssercn Welt unter Beweis
gestcllt.

(more)
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It is my duty as Secretary-General not to speak for any single nation,
but for all nations. My obligation, hoxtfever, does not limit the pride I take
in my own country on this memorable occasion. This pride is heightened all
the more by the inspiration and generosity of the contribution that my fellow
Austrians arc making today.

Austria is not the largest, richest nor most powerful Member of the
United Nations. Since it became a Member in 1955, it has none the less played
a fu l l and constructive role in all aspects of its work — political,
economic, social and humanitarian. Austrian delegates have significantly
advanced the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the
Conference on the Law of the Sea, and they have served with distinction in a
number of important posts throughout the Secretariat. In part icular, Austria
has earned for itself an outstanding reputation as one of the small countries
that have shouldered the burden of keeping the peace in areas of conflict.
Its soldiers, wearing the blue berets of the United Nations, have stood guard
for more than a decade now in Cyprus and in the Middle East, and among them
are those who have given their lives to help bring about a more peaceful and
better v:orld.

Austria's action today in making this vast and impressive complex of
buildings available to the United Nations is consistent with this record of
service. It also attests anew to the commitment and ties that link Austria to
the larger world community.

In less than 34 years, this community has grown into an Organization of
151 independent and sovereign States. The inauguration of this Centre,
therefore, comes at a time when the responsibilities of our Organization are
steadily expanding and when it is being called upon to perform ever-increasing
functions that involve it in virtually every area of human activity.

It is true that we have had our setbacks and our problems, but with all
of them our aim today, as it was in 1946, is nothing less than a world cf
peace and justice for all peoples. There are bound to be conflicts in
approaches to world problems, especially since sovereign States remain always
mindful — often primarily — of their specific national policies. Despite
these diverse interests — indeed, precisely because of them — it is the
essential task of the United Nations to promote harmony and co-operation and
to mold the degree of international consensus necessary to deal effect ively
Trith our problems.

It is here that the United Nations has truly demonstrated that it can do
things no other organization can do or has ever been able to do before. With
all our difficulties and crises, it has still made possible an organized
approach by the world community, as a whole, to the great issues of our time.
Dur ing the f i rs t three decades of its existence, it has carried out tasks and
functions which cannot be carried out bilaterally — from meeting new global
challenges to containing regional conflicts that now, more than ever, can
bring disaster to the world.

(more)
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Those who criticize the United Nations overlook this basic point. They
tend to forget that our woi Id is going through a pef iod of unprecedented
change in which increasing interdependence requites increasing multilateral
management. They neglect to ask where else the nations of our global
community can come together to build the foundations of a secure and just
society, one that will protect and respect human dignity and freedom.

I will not here recite a catalogue of the many critical problems that
contribute to today's continuing tensions — the escalating arms race, the
denial of basic human rights in many parts of the world, our dwindling natural
resources, a threatened human environment and all the others that are now on
the United Nations' agenda. Realism dictates recognition of the inevitable
fact that none can be solved within a specific period of time. This, however ,
should not discourage us. Because of the work of the United Nations we have
moved closer to the understanding which is essential to their ultimate
solution. Our responsibility now is to enable the United Nations to go
forward and thereby keep pace with the growing demands being placed on it
from the pioneering peace-keeping operations that have defused some of the
most explosive conflicts of our time to the humanitarian challenge most
recently posed by the tragedy of thousands upon thousands of uprooted and
homeless refugees and displaced persons now adrif t in South-East Asia.

In our interdependent world, no people or nation can isolate itself and
live as a stranger in the international community. Nowhere is this truth mote
evident than in the urgent need to establish a new and more equitable
international economic order, which is essential to the peace and prosperity
of our age. By the very terms of its Charter, the United Nations is committed
to social progress and better living conditions for all peoples, and we must
therefore continue to make every effort to reach this goal. This is the aim
of the North-South dialogue being carried out in various forums of the United
Nations. It is reflected in the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development which opened here in Vienna just a few days ago.
It is a priority of the two organizations that will have their headquarters in
this new Vienna International Centre, and vtfhich, in common with other members
of the United Nations family, are attempting to build a bridge to the future
for all of humanity regardless of nationality, race, ideology or economic
conditions.

It is my hope, therefore, that in the years ahead, the Vienna
International Centre will richly fu l f i l the purposes which the Government and
people of Austria had in mind, when they offered it as a contribution to the
work of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UI-1IDO) and the United Nations; that the
work which is carried on in these buildings will contribute to the goals for
which the United Nations was created; and that the Vienna International Centre
will thus become not only a focus for truly international co-operation, but a
monument to those higher motivations, goals and objectives which animate and
inspire all persons of good will who work in the service of a better world.

Hit der Ubcrgabc dcs Inte inat iowalen Centrums Wien hat Ostorreich hcute
cine beispiclha f tc Geste dei internationalen SolidaritKt gcsctzt. Sie

(more)
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entspringt der Uberzeugungj dass wir alle uncl jedes Volk seinen Beitrag zur
Vcrwirkli chung einer 'Weitordnung leisten miissen, die den gtossen Hpffnungen
der Menschheit gerecht wird. Gestatten Sic mir daher nochmals, als
Generalsekretar der Vereinten Nationen den hier anwesendcn Reprasentanten
Osterreichs and dem gesamten osterreichischen Volk den aufrichtigcn Dank aller
Mitglicdstaaten der Vereinten Nationen zum Ausdruck zu bringen.
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT TO UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

ON SCIENCE AHD TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT, VIENNA

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the opening meeting of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development today in Vienna:

At the outset, I should like to express my deep appreciation to His
Excellency Rudolf Kirchschlaeger, Federal President of Austria, for his
presence here. It gives me also great pleasure to welcome His Excellency,
Federal Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, as well as the distinguished representatives
of the Government of Austria and the City of Vienna. I wish to convey to them
my sincere thanks for the warm and generous hospitality which is being
extended to .the United Nations and to all who are participating in this most
important Conference.

My heartfelt gratitude goes to the people of Austria for the strength and
vitality of their commitment to international co-operation which is again
evident at this Conference and will be strikingly visible at the opening of
the new Vienna International Centre in the next few days. May I also say how
pleased. I am with the high level and diversity of governmental representation
at this Conference. Such representation demonstrates the importance that the
international community attaches to the work before us.

The Conference that is convened here today is the latest in a series
sponsored by the United Nations to help find answers to the growing problems
of our era. Many of these problems have roots that go back over decades or
centuries; others were hardly anticipated when the United Nations was
founded. The rapidly escalating arms race, the threat to the environment, the
competition for control of the riches of the sea-bed, the dwindling of
non-renewable natural resources, the complex problem of energy, the pressures
of population, shortages of food, the widening economic gap within national
societies and between nation-States, indeed the entire spectrum of our global
ills is, in one way or another, related to the creative uses of science and
technology for development. The formulation of a credible strategy for such
uses is of particular importance for the establishment of a new international
e conomi c or der.

(more)
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The world is passing through a period of largely uncontrolled and,
therefore, dangerous transition. One of the causes of the present crisis of
the global society is that much of human ingenuity and innovative ability has
been misdirected into areas which are not beneficial for mankind. There is
the destructive preoccupation with the refinement of military technologies. A
kind of economic growth which ignores the damage that is done to the
environment and the social or cultural fabric is another goal often
obsessively pursued. Moreover, science and technology are frequently employed
to support wasteful consumerism in a world where famine and malnutrition are
tragically present. A major task of this Conference must be to help generate
universal acceptance of the need to direct the use of humanity's scientific
and technological potential to constructive ends.

Another motivating factor behind this Conference, which has indeed been a
feature of its preparatory process, is the .identification of the enormous
imbalance in research and development being undertaken internationally.
Ninety-seven per cent of such activities axe taking place in the
industrialized countries. The developing countries as a whole have been able
to devote but a minute proportion of their resources to this purpose.

, . ! •.

The result is an excessive dependence on imported technologies which, to
a degree, hamper the growth of indigenous skills more harmonious with local
conditions and social or economic needs. This becomes a self-generating
process and breeds over-all dependence. The starting point for breaking this
circle is to help enable the developing countries to gather and share the
scientific knowledge so as to enhance their technological capabilities and
accelerate their development. This requires a global programme of action
which this Conference is designed to evolve.

It seems to me that, if such a programme is to succeed, three elements
are crucial. The first is the conscious political will based on the
recognition that most of humanity's social and economic maladies cut across
national boundaries and their remedies, therefore, must be sought or applied
within an international framework. '

The second element follows from this will and it involves an increased
funding for science and technology both at the national and the international
levels. The compelling nature of the present world situation and enlightened
statesmanship should lead to a satisfactory formulation of the funding
ariangcments for the use of knowledge and skills in the cause of development.

Whatever be the means and level of funding that may emerge from this
Conference, the third element remains important and that is the institution of
efficient mechanisms for this purpose.

I am fully aware of the desire on the part of Member States for greater
co-ordination and harmony within the United Nations system in activities
related to development. I have taken steps to constantly review, monitor and
whenever necessary, restructure the activities of this system in order to
improve its performance. But, as you all no doubt realize, this task becomes

(more)
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particularly complex in the area of science and technology. This is an area
in which precise demarcations cannot be made along the jurisdictional lines of
organizations and specialized agencies. What is important is that
co-operative arrangements be effectively established not only among the
organizations of the United Nations system but also with intergovernmental
bodies, scientific and technological communities and national or regional
ins titutions.

As this Conference starts its proceedings, the thought is not distant
from our minds that international conferences often appear to end up with
declarations whose implementation fails to match their impressive content.
Global interdependence is often talked about but its connotations arc not
always realized. The final result of an international conference should
articulate the global consensus and institute a programme of action to which
all are sincerely committed.

Let us seek to ensure that the Conference on Science and Technology for
Development marks the beginning of such an approach. It has been most
carefully prepared and is building upon the awareness already created by the
need in developing countries to create a suitable internal environment for the
growth of national capacities. The need to overcome technological dependence
or the necessity to integrate scientific and technological activities with
social and economic programmes and priorities are no longer contentious
issues. I therefore trust that this Conference will demonstrate how we can
move from rhetoric to reality and from politics to statesmanship.

It is inconceivable that science and technology, which have made
spectacular accomplishments during the last three decades, should fail to cope
with the mounting problems of our world. If the consciousness of the social
purpose of science and technology animates both the developing and the
developed countries, we will witness a most constructive reorientation for the
world's future. Recent events have underlined the fact that social and
economic uncertainties in one part of the world can be profoundly disturbing
for other p<*r ts , not only on the plane of human concern but also on that of
national interests.

I would, therefore, urge that all efforts should be made to ensure that
areas of common interest, identified at this Conference, be progressively
widened and multiplied. This will make manifest the fact that the real
divisions in the world are not between North and South or East and West but
between those in favour of a passive continuation of the status quo, which is
prejudicial to all, and those in favour of dynamism, changes and innovation.
Let this Conference signal the fact that science and technology can unite the
developed and the developing countries in the common cause of the world's
future as a whole.

With these words, I extend to you my warm greetings and my heartfelt
wishes for success in your deliberations.

* *** *
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MESSAGE READ ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT THE FIRST MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNITED NATIONS TRUST FUND FOR CHILE

The following is the text of a message read on behalf of the
Secretary-General at the first meeting of the Board of Trustees of the United
Nations Trust Fund for Chile this morning:

It is a pleasure for me to welcome to United Nations Headquarters the
first session of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Trust Fund for
Chile.

The United Nations Trust Fund for Chile was established by the General
Assembly at its last session as a result of expressions of concern that, in
addition to efforts towards restoration of respect for human rights in Chile,
the United Nations should take concrete steps, in a purely humanitarian spirit
and outside political consideration, to provide legal, financial and
humanitarian assistance to persons whose human rights have been violated by
detention or imprisonment in Chile, to those forced to live outside their
country and their family members. The need for this type of assistance is
amply documented in the reports of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Chile, which
also show that in many cases the need for assistance continues long after the
specific violation of human rights has ceased.

The functions of the Board of Trustees of the Fund are twofold. The
Board is authorized to promote and solicit contributions and pledges for the
Fund. This calls for energetic and imaginative action. The Board is also
charged with advising the Secretary-General on the programmes of assistance
the Fund's resources will sponsor. Member States of the United Nations and
other potential contributors will need assurances that donations to the Fund
will directly contribute to improving the living conditions of the
beneficiaries. Further, the programme of assistance will have to be designed
to attain this objective in a humanitarian spirit. The high qualifications of
the members of the Board of Trustees and their extensive experience and
knowledge of the situation of human rights in Chile, gained in the Ad Hoc
Working Group on Chile and in the Commission on Human Rights, equip them well
to carry out successfully their responsibilities.

The United Nations Trust Fund for Chile is an excellent opportunity to
demonstrate to the peoples of the world that the United Nations, in addition
to its role as the conscience of mankind in promoting respect for human rights
and fundamental freedom, is able to respond in a concrete way to the needs
arising from violations of human rights. I wish you success in this
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