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To: 

From: 

UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25, 0. C . 

20 November 1944 

Lowell Iberg 

1 ✓ • G. Dominick 

0ubject: Attached letter of 18 October from Kurt Grossman, 
dorld Jewish Congress 

It seems to me that this is not a Bureau of Supply matter 
at this stage. As you know,the procurement of supplies and 
shipment thereof to Yugoslavia is a combined military 
responsibility. UN.H.RA has no shipping space nor can it 
claim for any currently. 

If these people are anxious to get supplies to Yugoslavia 
and cannot obtain shipping space through the International 
Red Cross, then I submit that their only other course is 
to approach the Combined Civil Affairs Committee 

Attachment 



18 November 1944 

TO: Dan West 

FROM: Lowell Iberg r ( 
I have just received the attached material from the World Jewish 
Congress which is interested in sending some clothing into Yu · l~via 

· You will note from the attached memo that Mr. Xantha.ky would like 
to have an answer to this letter . Since this seems to be a matter 
of supplies, I am wondering if you would be v1illing to write the 
reply. We should appreciate a copy of your answer . 

Attachments 



20 November 1941 

To: ~ . Dominick 

From: De,n \est 

Tbis letter from l~1r . Kurt Grossman 
although dated 18 October was just 
today referred to my office . 

As it involves assistance in securing 
shipping space rather than supplies 
contributed to QNRH.A, I think your 
office will want to answer it . 



TO: 

FROM: 

17 November 1944 

Mr. Iberg, Welfare 

George Xanthaky 

Will you be good enough to reply to this letter 

and clear with us before it is transmitted. As 

you can see from Mr. Gordon I s memorandum, the 

Bureau of Supply has indicated that there are no 

lend-lease transports to Yugoslavia and that they 

are not concerned with the matter. 



TO: 

FROM: 

George Xanthaky 

Joel Gordon t 

l November 1944 

Since this involves private agencies, I believe 
that this should probably be answered by 
Mr. Iberg of the Welfare Division under the 
Director General's order. I, tberefore, 
suggest that it be routed to him with the 
request that the report be cleared with this 
Division. I have talked to the Ocean Shipping 
Division of the Bureau of Supply, which states 
that there are no lend-lease transports to 
Yugoslavia as referred to in the letter, and 
that tijey are not concerned with this matter. 



27 October 1944 

TO: Joe Gordon 

FIDM: George Xanthaky 

Please prepare a reply to this for my signa­
ture, and discuss with me this afternoon. 
I _would suggest having copies made of documents 
to go to Displaced Persons in Camps Division 
as well as to the Bureau of Supply. 
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WORLD JEWIS CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • C NGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

LONDON 
55 New Cavendish St., W 1 

GENEVA 
37 Quai Wilson 

BUENOS AIRES 
Corrientes 1979 

JERUSALEM 
Vaad Leumi P. 0. B. 471 

MONTREAL 
1121 St. Catherine St. W 

MEXICO CITY 
Sonora 1744 

~34 

1834 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, 23, N. Y. 

CABLES: CONGRESS, NEW YoRK 
TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 6, 1900 

U.N.R.R.A. 
DuPont Circle 
Washing·ton, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

October 18th, 1944 

1,e would like to inform you that we received a report 
concerning the situation of about 1,000 Jewish refugees 
in Topusko from our Yugoslavian Jewish Representative 
Corrmi ttee. 11e attach this report for your informa.tion. 
In this matter, we approached the Foreign Economic 
Administration, the ~ar Refugee Board, and the International 
Red Cross, asking them whether it is possible to seni 
clothing to these distressed people. Yesterday, we were 
told that it will be possible for the International Red 
Cross to distribute clothi:qg; in this area., provided we 
can get shippi!\g space on boats that the .American Red 
Cross is loadi~ for the International Red Cross in Geneva. 
Before approachi!\g the American 'Red Cross, we have to take 
this matter up with the '&fugoslavian authorities , asking th an 
whether this clothing could be loaded with lend-lease 
transports going to Yugoslavia. 

We know you are interested in these matters , and for 
this reason, we are informing you about it. For any 
assistance you can eive us in this , or similar matters, 
we are extremely grateful . 

KRG:t 
Enc. 

£ 5?. 



Dear f'riend~ 

Letter from Topceko in which help 
ie requested for about one thousand 
Yugoslav Jews isolated in the woods 

of Croatia June 28, 1944 

You probably know tblt ther(l are 2 .. 1700 Jews from Yugoslavi. 

who saved themselves .from Usta.sh1 terro1 .. and tour,d refuge !n a camp 

on the Island of' Rab held by the Ital1tUl8 • After the Italians capitU•• 

lated, ab?u·c 600 of our people succeeded in getting to the Bri t1sh in 

Bari, while the remaining 2.100 were transported to Lilm and the Kordun 

-- Jcerr1 tor1es liberated by Marv.hal Tito., The entir•e youth~ male and 

female~ joined the Partieans in their fie;h;t against the enemy and aro 

still .fighting heroically shoulder- to shoulder with the Anny of' 

Liberation. Unfortunately a great number of them have already met a 

heroic dea the 

Approximately one thousand parsons# mostly aged men and woman~ 

and children unf'i t for fighting,. Qre settled under the most difficult 

conditions between S1unj and u-11na., in the territory liberated by T:U,o .. 

and unanimously wish to bo transferred to a mors secure place .. -- We a:N1 

living t0gether w1 th the peasants often in comm.uni ties burn ad down and 

looted by tho enemy. in the moat primitive way. We sleep on dirt floors 

without straw and are f'ed mostly on corn and beans_. The most difficult 

problem, ~owever, is that we are aurrounded by the enemy. Frequently 

attacked by his bands we lnve to el!lcape in order not to be captured e.nd 

killed. Unf,,rtuna tely 300 of our group ha va already lost their lives~· 

Partly becs.usa they were unable to move quickly enough~ partly because 

they were not familiar with the aurroundinga a..~d fell into snemy ha_ds~ 

In such instances we were for•ced to flee ror our lives and to hide in 

forests until the enemy withdraw from his robbing expedition. Fo~ the 

aged., the sick and the young 0l18S 11 such excur3ions were ca ta strophic$ 

because they meant physical suf'f'er1ng, hardship and hunger. Vuring the 
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last Ustashi robbing expedition, many of us l'ad to flee 250 k1lometo~s 

on foot and for 16 long days had to . ive md slraep 1n rain and storm.a 

in the wood8,, Many ax;10.ng us have ;aken their own lives because th.ey 

could no longer endure the auf.fer:tnga. All cur possessions were lost 

during such .flights. We lack the most elementary needs, particularly 

suits, underwear and shoes~ especially the l st which a.re worn out" 

Llte:r;ially rmny of us are bare.foot. Our money is gone and hunger is 

spre ding. There 1JiJ no help :from anywmre. The Liberation Anny is 

fighting under most difficult conditions and ms enough trouble without 

us. I beg you urgently tc describe our desperate situation to competent 

authorities w1 th the plea that suits, underwear, bcota and food as well 

as money be send us by airplane and that they also try to evacuate us 

to Bari. because one thousand o.f us are threatened with extennino.tion~ 

Very close to us we see Allied .planes bringing food, clothing 

and medical supplies for the Partisans. Such ple.nes could gradually 

ev cua·te our group on their way back. Our authori·iiies would like to 

hslp ua, but the1 do not pos sees the means. 'Ihere 1a no other way to 

get out from this place. Please heJ.p us urgently. One thousand aouls 

await help. 

With kindest regards 
Yours 

Hugo Wollner 
Topusko, c/o Joka Gregoric via Bari 
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