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The Secretary-General has asked me to respond to your letter dated 26 April, in
which you asked for his support of the Australasian National Model United Nations
Conference, to be held from 7 to 11 July at the Australian National University in Canberra.

The Secretary-General attaches great importance to education, to the involvement of
youth in the work of the Organization and to Model United Nations initiatives wherever they
are held. I am pleased to provide a message for your conference, and would be grateful if
you would arrange to have it read during the proceedings.

Thank you for your support, and best wishes for a successful event.
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO THE

AUSTRALASIAN MODEL UNITED NATIONS

CONFERENCE

Australian National University. Canberra. 7-11 July 1997

I am delighted to send greetings to all participants in the

Australasian Model United Nations Conference.

More than 50 years ago, the United Nations was born out

of the carnage and chaos of world war. Sovereign governments

embraced a new vision of long-term peace and international

stability through cooperative, multilateral action. They

recognized that global problems could not be solved by one

nation acting alone, no matter how resourceful or powerful.



In today's global society, that vision remains just as

relevant, perhaps even more so. Such challenges as

disarmament, environmental pollution, crime and terrorism all

demand a coordinated and concerted international response. As

a global institution, the United Nations possesses the credibility,

expertise and world-wide network necessary to address these

and other problems and trends in a comprehensive manner.

Our vital work in the fields of peace-keeping, conflict

resolution, development and democratization is in great

demand. In order to serve the peoples of the world as

effectively as possible, the United Nations has also embarked on

the path of reform ~ of adapting itself politically and

institutionally to the post-cold-war era. Reform is essential if

the United Nations is to be equipped, financed and structured

for the twenty-first century.
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I would like to thank you for your interest in the work of

the United Nations. Remember, the "world Organization" is

your Organization. Young people make up 30 per cent of the

world's population. You are key agents for environmental

awareness, social change, economic development and

technological innovation. In our efforts towards global peace,

justice and prosperity, your ideas and support can make a

crucial difference. In that spirit, I wish you the best for a

rewarding and highly successful conference.
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