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15 November 2013 

As you prepare to pay tribute to the victims of the Holocaust at Auschwitz, the Syrian 
delegation is using the UN as a loudspeaker to amplify messages of provocation and 
defamation. 

On 14 November 2013, in a meeting of the Fourth Committee, the Syrian delegate 
ludicrously compared Israel to Nazi Germany. In the very halls that were built in 
response to the atrocities of World War II, the Syrian delegate had the audacity to say 
that the decisions made by Israel reminded him of ''decisions taken by the Hitler Nazi 
system on the eve of the Second World War." 

It is outrageous that the most murderous regime of the twenty-first century dares 
denounce Israel, a nation built by survivors of the worst genocide in history. This week 
we marked the seventy-fifth anniversary of Kristallnacht when anti-Jewish riots resulted 
in the broken glass of ransacked Jewish stores, buildings, and synagogues littering the 
streets of Germany and Austria. At this time, the words of George Santayana ring true: 
"those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it." 

The remarks made yesterday should be condemned by every member, regional group, 
and by the most senior leaders of the United Nations. It is shameful that only a handful of 
countries voiced outrage over these remarks. There is no shortage of voices calling for 
compassion, coexistence and cooperation, yet these same nations fall mysteriously silent 
when Israel becomes the victim of vicious and vile vitrioL 

I urge members ofthe international community to condemn this sort of vile provocation. 
I also ask that you publically denounce the politicization and exploitation of the 
Holocaust in the United Nations and direct the chairs of all UN bodies to prohibit its use 
in future debates. 

Allow me, Excellency, to renew to you the assurances of my highest consideration. 
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