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Note to Mr. Nambiar 
. 

Specia] Session on Sri Lanka/ 
(report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights) / 

1. The Special Session of the uman Rig 1ts Council o the humar ·ights situation in 
Sri Lanka was politically Clifficult as anticipated, marked throughou · bx a Cleep notb­
south divide. The Special Session adopted a resolution, which had been prepared by 
Sri Lanka itself, with a vote of 29 for, 12 against and 7 abstentions. The original Sri 
Lankan text was modified slightly to attract SUQ o from some GRULAC..members, 
but further amendm.ents pruposed by the EU were suppressed with a no action motion 

hich passed 22 to 17. A copy of the final reso�ution is attached for your information. 

3. he resolution endorses the joint-statement the Secretary-General issued with the 
Sri Lankan Pr.esident o 23 May. Many member states welcomed the statement or 

referre<L to its elements during the session. The UN system should build on this by 
developing its own system for monitoring and rep01ting on the progress or otherwise 
in implementing some of the commitments made during the visit. 

4. InJ1er opening statement (attached), the High Conuni-ssioner stressed serious 
concern for the grave violations of intemational human 1igh.ts an humanitarian law 
which appeared to have been conunitted by both.sides and urgecian independent, 
international inquiry into recent ev nts. Sh also urged a broader accountabilit 
process to adaiess past violations...of the confl· c an re eatea that an OHCHR country 
offiee could assist the Government and.buil confidence in 1t1C transition. 

5. While clearly there is no appetite for an international ir,quiry ut this time, the 
ev1dence will graduaJJ emerge of hat transpired during recent months as 
indepenaent meoia and investigators gain ccess to tl e o'sp1EtCI�O population. The 
High Commissioner therefore intends to continue the advocacy for an independent 
and credible international investigation of violations by all sides, as a national inquiry 
is not likely to be independent or effective. 
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throughout the conflict in accordance with internatioual standards. OHCHR will 
explore whether it can play a role in this regard, by providing advice and technical 
assistance on the options the Government might consider or underta.kmg a mapping 
project of past violations, as done in Afghanistan and is currently underway in the 
DRC. 
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7. The Go¥ernment appears to remain determined against the establishment of an 

OHCHR office in Sn anka, but we will continue to seek alternate means to monitor 
and report publicly on the situation in the challenging period al1ead. 

8. We have appreciated the effective coordination of political advocacy at 

Head uarters level on Sri Lanka in recent months. We trust this will be sustained in 
the coming menths. OHCHR: should be fully involved in this process, hoth at HQ and 
1eld le'lel. 

Kind regard�,' · 

Cc: J.Holmes 
L.Pascoe 

W.Kim 
R.Orr 
K.Akasa.ka 

t:JC__ Kyung-wh�!<ang j-
28 May 2009 


