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SECOURS A LA POPULATION HOIDROISE 

Con erne organisation - schema de la distribution - apergu des 

p~incipa.les ctions . 

I. Organisation generale.-

L'acheminement par le Comite international de la Croix-Rouge 

{CICR) des secours destines a la population hongroise a entra! ne la mise 

en lace d'un double dispositif technique. Des services ont et e en effet 

crees a Vi nne et Buda est et groupes sous ltautorite d ' un del egue 

general, M. Georges Rutishauser, assiste du Dr. Red.11 , specialement 

charge de la coordination de l'activite exercee de part et d 1autre • 

. •! La delegation de Vienna , dirigee par M. Bircher, comprend 

prinoipalement 4 actions : dame d ' entre el es sont chargees de 11 organi­

sation es transports (l~une des convois routiers et l'autre des trans­

ports r chemin de fer et par voie fluvi e), la troisieme des entrepOts 

et la quatrie e de l'Administration du rsonnel et du materiel . D' autres 

services sont charges des relations avec les Autorites et la Croix-Rouge 

autrichiennes, avec la Ligue des Societes de l a Croix-Rouge et lea autres 

institutions internationa.les, avec es representation dip omatiques et 

not ent la Legation de Hongrie en Autriche et avec la presse . 

Un service special, dependant du delegue permanent du CICR a 
Vienna, M. Joubert, e st charge de l' et abl issement d'un fichier conoernant 

l ' ensembl e des refuei es se journant OU ayant se journe en Autriche. 

La delegation de Buda st, dirigee par M. Fischer, comprend 

3 sections : l'une s 'occupe de l ' etablissement et du contr~le de l'exe­
cution des programmes, l'autre des entrep8ts (stocks, oonfectionnement 

de colis et transport) et la t roisieme assure le secretariat. La delega­

tion qui comprend 22 personnes demeure en contact permanent avec la 

Croix-Rouge hongroise pour l ' execution de sa mission . Un dolegue , 
M. Bovey, est charge des activites traditionnelles qui decoulent pour le 

CICR de l ' applioation des Conventions de Genev du 12 ao t 1949. 
L'ensemble du personnel de la delegation est de nationalite suisse. 
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La Croix-Rouge hongroise est dirigee par un Comite Central 

com~ose de personnalites medicales qui travaillent en liaison constante 

avee le CICR. 

II. Schema de la distribution en Hongrie.-

III . 

D'importants seoours ant ate envoyes dans la periode du 

23 octobre au j. "novembre 1956 hors du eontr le du CICR, par des particu­

liers ou dep institutions qui se sont rendus en Hongrie a la faveur des 

evenements, parfois m&me en usant indtmient du signe de la Croix-Rouge. 

Le systeme de distribution et de contrale, mis sur pied par 

le CICR, ne vise par consequent que les secours qui lui ont ete confies 

soit ~ Vienne, soit direetement a Budapest (corune cela a ete le cas pour 

le don de la Croix-Rouge polonaise). D'autre part, les constatations 

faites par les delegues du CICR montrent que c ' est a dapest que les 

besoins ~sont l es plus gr.ands . Des enqu tea ont neanmoins eta faites a.fin 

de dete . iner la situation en province. 

Caci dit, on peut donn r la description suivante de l'appareil 

de distribution .fonctionnant act11ellement a Budapest : 

a) Les denrees et marchandise arrivant de Vienne ou directe nt remises 

au CICR a Budapest sont assemblees dans un entre t central, a CZEPEL, 
reserve exclusivement a cet ffet. F.lles ne peuvent en sortir qu'avec 

l ' appro ation commune du OICR et de la Croix-Rouge hongroise. 

b) Les distributions ont lieu en conformite des principes fondamentaux 

de la Croix-'Rouge, c'e t-a.-d're su:ivant l a plus stricte impartialite, et 

sans autre discrimination qu le dPpre d ' rgence des besoins a satisfaire . 

Chaque action fait l'objet d ' un programme etabli d ' entente entre 

la Croix-Rouge honeroise qui l ' execute e ui en assure le contr le . ---Aucune c ion n co ence avant que l a qu soit 

etablie et l'appareil de distribution mis sur pied . 

Aper9u des programmes d seeoure les plus importants a Budapest I do.!:!,! 

la mise a execution a commence.-

1. Distributions de lait. 

Aetuellement, il est remis quotidiennement a environ 120. 000 

meres et enfants de Budapest 100 gr. de lait en poudre. En vue de 
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l'execution de ce programme, le CICR remet a la Croix-Rou e hongroise 

12.000 kg. de lait en poure chaque jour. On envisage d ' etendre cette 

action a 173.500 meres et enfants. Pour l'instant, il est prevu qu 

l'action se poursuivra jusqu'a fin avril 1957. A cet effet, 2.000 tonne 

environ de lait en pond.re seront necessaires. ll est cependant probable 

qu'il s ' averera necessa~re de continuer l'action jusqu'a i-juillet 1957, 

soit jusqu'au debut de la nouvelle recolte • 
• 

2 . Colia-secdUrs. 

Le jeudi 10 janvier le CICR a remis a la Croix-R ge hongroise 

le oent-millieme oolis-secours pour distribution a la population neces­

siteusa de Budapest . Les colis de denreea alimentaires oooiposes par le 

CICR pesent environ 4 kg. et contiennent du eucre, du riz, des pates, 

de la margarin, des con erves de viande, du lait en poudre , du fromage, 

du chocolat, etc . Pour le travail d ' emballage, la Croix-Rouge hongroise 

a mis a la disposition du CICR 75 femmes et jeunes filles, qui confeo­

tionnent plus 'de 7.000 colis dans l ' espace de 8 heures . 

La distribution des colis se fait sur presentation de cartes de 

legitimation speciales, delivreea par la Croix-Roup,e hongroise apr s 

examen pprofondi des dema.ndes de personnes desirant beneficier des 

repartitions. La riorite est etablie selon un b r'me d ' urgenee c prenant 

7 categories. Les premier en liste sont le survivants de personnes 

tombees au cour des e eutes; une deuxieme categorie est fonnee des blesses 

et de leur parente; la troisiame categorie comprend les personnes dont 

es logements ont ete detruits OU r,ravement endomnuges, et en 4~me lieu 

viennent lea fa.milles nombreuse. On a in crit en c inquieme categorie 

les vieilla s, invalides et malade et en aixieme et septie e categorie 

figurent les tuberculeu:x et les familles a r venu modeste. Le droit de 

rtioipation aux repartitions Pt les categories sont determines par une 

commission, oontre les decisions de laquelle 11 existe diveraes pos ibi­

lites de recours. Les colis sont distribues par les soins d ' aides volon­

taires da.ns lea centres de distribution de la Croix-Rouge hongroise a 
Budapest, et ce sous la surveillance continuelle du CICR. Les contr les 

effectues par ce dernier ont pennis de constater que la distribution 

faite par la Croix-Rouge hongroise a lieu de fagon irreproohable. 

La distribution de colis de vivres doit tre portee au chif.fre 

de 10.000 par jour. L'execution du progr e sera rendue beaucoup plus 
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facile par l'envoi, de la part de l'Allemagne et des Etats-Unis, de 

respectivement 25.000 et 100. 000 colis de denrees alimentaires emballees 

s'OUs forine definitive . L Suede annonce egalement un envoi de colis de 

vivres. 

Sous ce rapport, 11 convient de signaler qua le CICR ne peut pas 

se charger, en vue de leur transmission a Budapest, de paquets de dons 

charitables ~i d'une adresse personnelle . Pour des envois de ce genre, 
.•' 

la voie postale normale, qui fonctionne de nouveau, doit tre utilisee. 

3. Cantine d ' ecoliers. 

Deja avant l ' insurrection, l'administration scolaire de Budapest 

servait au:;c ecoliers necessiteux des d ners pour un prix modique (0,5 a 
3.- forint par semaine) . Or, cette action d ' alimentation doit maintenant 

s 'effectuer par les soins du CICR, en ce sens que c'est a lui qu ' incombe 

la t~che de mettre les denrees alimentaires necessaires a disposition, 

alors que la preparation des alL~ents et le service sont l'affaire des 

autorlt~s scolaires. Oomme lundi 7 janvier l'enseignement scolaire a ~ 

repris, tout au moins en art e, l ' action, depuis longtemps envisagee, 

pourra bientet commencer. Elle s ' etendra en premier lieu a quelque 20.000 

ecoliers ees de six a 14 ans, mais il est prevu qua par la suit e 

150. 000 enfants de Budapest pourront beneficier de cette action d'alimen­

tation. Una condition importante pos~e par le CI pour la mise en oeuvre 

de cette action est que la contribut ion a payer par les parents soit 

fortement reduite. 

4. Couvertures de laine. 

Les livraisons du CIGR ont pennis a la Croix-Rouge hongroise 

de distribuer, jusqu'a present, 5. 000 couvertures de laine a des neeessiteux: . 

En outre, sur demande de la Croix-Rouae hongroise, 8.000 oouvertures de 

laine prelevees sur les entrepots du CICR a Czepel, ont ete delivrees 

directement a des hapitaux. Enfin , en plus de ces dawc distributions, 

le CICR a remis 27.000 couvertures de l aine qui n'ont pas encore pu ~tre 

reparties pami la population • . 30.000 couvertures americaines supplemen­

taires ont ete antreposees ces jours-ci dans le dept CICR a Budapest. 

5. V@tements et chaussures. 

Apres aplanissement de grandes difficultes d'ordre personnel 

dans l ' organisation du systeme de distribution de la Croix-Rouge hongroise, 
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qui ne permettait pas un tri rapide, l'action de distribution de v~tements 

et chaussures a la o lation necessiteu e de Budapest a maintenant debute. 

Jusqu' au 31 decembre 1956, le CICR a pu remettre a la Croix-Rouge hongroise 

200. 000 (env.) pieces de v@tements, dent 5.000 seulement ont ete distri-

ue s jusqu ' a cette date . Par l a creation d ' un second local de triage, 

on essaie d 'acoelerer l e pl us possibl e di tribution de v~tements. 

6. Action charbon. 
,;. 

J?squ' au 31 decembre 1956, le CICR a pu faire delivre pr 

l ' entremi se de la Croix-Rouge hongroise 1 . 352 tonnes de charbon aux 

h~pi t :ux de Budapest, ce qui a pennis de r emedier au manque critique de 

combustible, qui avait provisoirement force l es h pitaux a cesser presque 

com letement le chauffape . 

7 . edicaments. 

Les dons de m~dicamentsd' un peu partout sont r 'uni s , sous 

direction experte, ~ a Delegation de Vienne du CICR, ou l'on precede a 
leur tr • et leur entr posage. Del ' ntrep t de Vienne n les expedie au 

dep t CICR de Budapest , ou se fait un second tri , mi ut ieux, et d ' ou 

l ' on r emet a l a Cr oix-Rouge hongro se au fur et a mes r e de ses besoins, 

les remedes qu ' elle emande . Dans cette action de secours , l a livraison 

d 'insuline rev tune importance particuliere . Apr es epuisement de tous 

les tocks en Iongrie et cessation de la fobrication de ce produit, le 

CICR assuma la t che de repourvoir tout le pays de c precieux medicament. 

Jusqu ' a pr esent, il a et e livre , en chi ffre rond, 20 . 000 ampoules d 'insu­

line et une livr aison addit ionnelle de 20 . 000 alllpoules egal ement est en 

voie de prepar ation . Cea l i vraisons permet tr nt a l a Hongrie de "tenir 

l e coup" jusqu ' a ce qu' int ervienne de nouveau sa ro re production du 

remede en question, doht la f abr i cation a r ecommence. 

e divers cetes des bruits ont circu e comm quoi es medicaments 

livres par le CICR a la Croix-Rouge hongroise n'aur ient as ete aigu lles 

dans l a bane direction. Le medeci n en chef de l'action de secour a a 

Hongrie du CICR a pu se convaincre par des c ntroles personnels, l ors 

d 'une ~isite a Budapest, que ces bruits ne correspondent pas a lX fai ts et 

que les medicaments ont ete achemines dans la direction voulue. 

Le 10 janvier 1957, pour la premiere fois, un transport direct 

de mal ades aux soins du CICR a ete effectue de Budapest a Vienne. Pour 
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des transports de ce genre , il est necessaire que le patient ait un 

passeport valable et le visa de sortie hongrois . 

g_ Action verre a vitres. 

Pendant les c has, des cent aines de mil iers de carreaux ont 

ete bri~es a Budapest, ~e qui est particulierement grave en hiver et 

lorsq e les possibilites de ch uffape sont limitees . Dans ces circons­

tances, le CIC).?. •~ juge utile de livrer a la Croix- Rouge hongroise environ 

5.500 m2 de.verre a vitres . Une nouvelle livraison est en voie de 

preparation, car Buda est manque encore de verre a vitres . 

9. Act ions de moindre importance. 

A Noel, les dons regus de pnrtout par le CICR lui ont perinis de 

remettre aux hepitaux de Budapest, pour chaque malade, du chocolat et 

des fruits. Un autre programme de se ouro repourvut les hepitaux de la 

meme v 1 e de fi s pour prises de vues radiogrephiques. On a pu constater 

les prec~ieux ~ervices que rend l ' oqui uement d' un h pi tal de Campagne da.nois , 
' .. 

utilise''dans une clinique universitaire de Budapest. Ce jours-ci, il a 

ete remis a la Croix-Rou e hongroise, par l ' entremise du CICR, cinq ambu­

lances provenant des Pays-Bas. 

Outre les actions de secours lea plus importantes du CICR dont 

il est fait mention ci-dessus, de plus petits programmes sent consta:mment 

mis en oeuvre our remedi~ a des situations urgentes . 

10. Continuation des programmes de secours. 

Lac ntinuation des programmes d'aide a la population hongroise 

est indis ensab e et une grande quantite de dons est necessaire pour 

soulager les detresses les plus pressantes. Le CIC peut const ater avec 

satisfaction que les dons en faveur de la population hongroise affluent 

sans cesse. Ainsi, ces jours derniers, il lui a ete annonce des Etats-Unis 

l ' envoi d ' en tout cinq millions de kg. de produits alimentaires, comprenant 

du lait, du fromage et du ais, d ' Angleterre, de quatre ~ill ions de kg. 

de l ait condense et d 'Allema ne, de demc millions de kg. de matieres 

grasses . 

Annexe 



, l 

ANNEXE 

Total des Transports du CI CR a Bud pest 
jusqu' au 10 janvier 1957 

Chemin.de Fer 

Bateau 

Route 

J . 424. 586 kg 

2. 284.15S kg 

2. 608.320 kg 

T ta l 8. 317.064 kg =====---=======:==---==--====-----===================== 

P6ta11 : 

Viv~s 

Textiles 

Mat riel sanit ire 

Divers 

4. 948 .874 kg 

518. 625 kg 

118.709 kg 

2.731.856 kg 

Tot a 1 8. 318. 064 k -------·--•----=-----------·· 



Liste des marchandises qui ont 

Vivres 
Pain 
Beurre 
Oeufs en poudre 
Graisse 
Conserves poiason 
Conser'Ves viende 
Fruits fr is 
Conserves fruits 
Conserves 1 gums 
Biscuits 
Semoule 
Flocons avoine 
L gumineuses 
Caf~ 
C co 
Pommes de terre 
Fromage 
Aliments pr. enf. 
Confitu.re 
La.it condens t 

en poudre 
.Jolis secours 
Conserves m lange 
Margarine 
Farine 
Fruits m lang s 
Aliments concentr. 
Ovonaltine 
Riz 
Sel 
Sirop 
Huile co estible 
Conserves soupe 
Chocolat 
Th~ 

!Ji 
2. 800 

26. 762 
300 

11. 340. ;· 
26 . 584 

191.-198 
29.946, 5 

150 
2. 750 

22. 562 
14. 400 
5. 901 

500 
6 . 100 
6.500 

2 .ooo 
~16,150 

•! 35. 675 
1. 500 

615. 378, 5 
12. 900 
21.soo 

139. 366 
1.927. 4.36 

1. 400 
1 • .330 
2 . 000 

Pltes alimentaires 
Sucre 

94. 251 
9. 100 
3.or3, , 

27.165 
7. 865 

.33 . 028 
2. 410 
9. 486 

119. 905 

. , 

ACTION SECOURS HONGRIE 

Budapest jusqu' u 10 janvier 1957 

Textiles et literie 
V te lang s 

hammes 
feimnes 
enfants 

Couvertu.re laine 
Matelas 
Lits 
Lits complets 
Lingerie dame 
Lingerie hol!lllle 

Mat riel sani taire 

Antibi tiques 

Pi ces 
71, 790 

160 
602 
44 

Insuline Ampoules 20.000 
Plasma sanguin 
P nicilline 
Huile de foie de moru9 
M dicaments 

t ri 1 de pansement 

Div rs 

Verr ' vitre 50500 2 
Bougies 
Charbon 
Ustensiles cuisine 
Saven 
Jouets 
Papier t ilette 
Allumett s 
T blette vitaJnin,ee 

K 

253, 442 
57. 053 
41. 810 
10. 220 

1. 181 

2. 192 
1. 492 
7. 689 

18.792 
290860 

5. 565 
1,,403 . 000 

5.oco 
7. 635 
5.513 
2. 01.3 
l o500 
2. 575 

Ces marchandises representent une val ur tot l de 15 miJlions de francs suisses 
en chiffres rands. La valeur des medic nts r pr sente une so e suppl~mentaire 
de geux miJJions et demi de r;amcs suisses. 
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DONATEURS : 

r. societes nationales a crn,1.t-RgJlie& 

Afrique du Sud, All gne (R~publique f~d~rale), Argentine, 

Australie, Autriche, Belgique, Br sil, Canad Chili, Colombie, 

Danemark, Esp gne,_Ethiopie, Finland , France, Grande-Bretagne, 

Grhce, Gua"t,.~mala, Ind , Irlande, Islande, Italie, Japon, 
• 

, .. . ,. 

Leich~nstein, Luxembourg, Norvege , Nouv lle-Zela.nde, Pakistan, 

Pays-Bas, Portugal, Su de, Suisse, Turquie, Uruguay, U.S.A., 

V nezu la, Vietnam Sud. 

Le dons en provenance d'autres Societ~s nationales de Croix-Rouge , 

annonc,s au CICR ma.is transport~s directement en Hongrle, ne 

figuren~ pas dans cette st tistique . 

II. Gouvernements: 

R~publique f~d~r le allemande, Autriche, France , Grece, Espagne , 

Houvelle-Zdlande. 

III . Autres do :t,urst 

Nombreuses rganisations non-gouvernementales et p rticuliers. 
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THE RED CROSS NEWSLETTER--

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

V?l. VI., No. 1 -,;1;. January 1957 

RED CROSS REPRESENTS WORLD'S CONSCIENCE IN HUNGARIAN RELIEF EFFORT , 

Owing to the urgency and mammoth proportions of the Hungarian relief operation, The Red Cross 

Newsletter is devoting this issue to the part played in it by American Red Cross and the International 

Red Cross. The spontaneity in which the free world has responded to the human tragedy of the 

Hungarian people recalls Henri Dunant's immortal cry at Solferino: "All men are brothers!" The moving 

events of the past few weeks again and again have demonstrated the unique place occupied by the 

International Red Cross. It provides the machinery for translating man's concern for the welfare of his 

fellowman into practical action in his behalf. 

There is no doubt that America's heart has .been deeply moved by the Hungarian tragedy. Yet 

ARC's $5 millio~ emergency appeal is making slow progress. Many factors account for it, one being • 

other fund appeals for the same cause. At the close of business on December 19, reported ARC cam- •· 

paign collections totaled $2,957,818. On the same day a new appropriation brought the organization's 

commitment for Hungarian relief to more than $2,500,000. - EDITOR'S NOTE. 

I. Inside Hungary 

In Hungary the International Committee of the Red Cross is carrying out its traditional duties. 

It is the only international relief-distributing agency functioning within Hungary. Under an agreement 

(October 17) with the Hungarian Government and the Hungarian Red Cross and through its acceptance 

as neutral intermediary, ICRC is continuing to maintain control of the distribution of all re lief supplies 
entrusted to it for the Hungarian people by national Red Cross societies, United Nations, governmental 

agencies, and private organizations. All relief supplies from western countries are forwarded first to 
Vienna and then relayed to Budapest in Red Cross convoys under escort. These supplies are then 

stored in a central warehouse on the southern outskirts of Budapest under ICRC supervision. Distri­

bution of these supplies by Hungarian Red Cross workers, again under ICRC supervision, is made 

with "strict impartiality and without discrimination whatsoever other than that of the needs of the 

persons to be assisted." 

Despite ICRC delegates' close inspection, the mass feeding program in Hungary has been 

plagued by rumors of unfair distribution, which have been repeatedly denied by ICRC and other au­

thoritative observers in Budapest. 



On December 10, at a press conference in Geneva, Switzerland, an emphatic denial of misuse 

of re lief supplies was issued by Roger Gall~pin, executive director of ICRC, upon his return from an 
• inspection trip to Budapest. A cable to ARC national headquarters quoted him as having said that 

"despite reports to the contrary, none of many thousands of tons of food and medical relief transported 

to Budapest by ICRC since November 11 has been distributed to other than beneficiaries designated 

by ICRC in collaboration with Hungarian Red Cross. Specifically, he said, no ICRC supplies have 

been lost, pilfered, pr seized by Hungarian or Soviet authorities either military or civilian. He stated 

that if agreement between ICRC and Hungarian Red Cross and authorities were not strictly applied, 
the ICRC would not hesitate to halt distribution." 

ICRC MASS FEEDING PROGRAM. The ICRC civilian mass feeding program in Hungary has 
three parts': (1) a daily ration of 100 grams oI powdered or condensed milk and one capsule of cod 

liver oil for 173,000 children under .~ years of age, with one distribution per week made at infant wel-
• fare centers; (2) a hot meal dailyJ to school children from 6 to 16 years of age, starting with 50,000 

pupils in early December and increasing to 150,000 by the end of the month; (3) distribution of food 
parcels to persons in distress -- those whose homes have been badly damaged or destroyed; families 

deprived of their breadwinner; disabled and aged persons; and families with more than four children. 

This program is designed for the winter. ICRC warned, however, that food in Budapest is not 

expected to last beyond mid-January and that contributions from the outside are urgently needed. 

ARC SUPPLYING 100,000 FOOD PARCELS. To supplement these food stocks and to conform 

to a change in the ICRC method of distributing food -- a change from emergency soup kitchens to 
family-unit food parcels -- ARC has undertaken to purchase the contents, pack and ship 100,000food 

packages. Volunteers in ;the following Red Cross chapters are packing the specially-sized cartons: 

District of Columbia, B~}timore, Southeastern Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia), Brooklyn. Each parcel 

provides a supplementary diet for a family of four for 1 week. 

II. Inside Austria 

The League of Red Cross Societies, dependent on its affiliated member societies for operating 

expenses and relief supplies, is in Austria as a coordinating body, with Raymond T. Schaeffer, 

assistant to ARC President Ellsworth Bunker, as its chief delegate. League is now caring for 
20,000 refugees in ten camps in Austria, the number of refugees to be increased to 35,000 about 
January 1. 

Under the present agreement with the Austrian Government, the League of Red Cross Societies 
is handling food, clothing, comfort articles, and camp equipment, together with medical and nursing 
care. For this purpose, Red Cross supplies, continuing to flow to Vienna from all parts of the world, 
are being placed in a common pool and allocated as needed. 

Refugee children in Austrian camps enjoyed a traditional Christmas as a result of the generos­

ity of American youth and the youth of 16 other countries through Junior Red Cross. American Red 
Cross Children's Fund, made up of voluntary contributions from the nation's youth, sent $40,000 to 
buy friendship parcels of new clothing for 2,000 young Hungarians. Each parcel included new shoes, 

overalls, gloves, stockings, a scarf and a hat, and a Christmas message in Hungarian. Another 
$5,000 was donated for Christmas parties in refugee camps, the program including Nativity scenes, 

trees, decorations, candies, and toys. An additional $20,000 from the American Children's Fund has 

been allocated to the League of Red Cross Societies toward an educational project. 
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RED CROSS CAMPS.. The ten camps under League of Red Cross Societies' responsibility are 
being staffed through national Red Cross societies' providing teams of relief, welfare, nursing, and 

medical specialists. Vice President John C.1 Wi]son has been impressed by the international co­
operation in Austria, as disclosed in his letter of December 7: "The various Red Cross societies 
have truly been generous with their personnei' and supplies. You see items from almost every country 
marked in some way with a Red Cross emblem. Our job here is truly an international one as far as 
Red Cross is concerned. The Finns, the Danes, the Norwegians, the West Germans, the British, the 
Swiss, the Canadians, and others are working together under the League with what is truly a ter­
rific problem." 

Camps operated by American Red Cross teams are located at Siezenheim near Salzburg, 
Speckbacher Kaserne near Hall, and Jaeger Kaserne near Imst, the latter two in the Alpine Tyrol 
region. (Kaserne means barracks.) The three" camp directors are: James Lebedeff, field director, 
Pacific Area; Emil F. Lewis, direc.~or of Field Service in Georgia, Southeastern Area; and Robert 
'Pierpont, director of Disaster Se_pvices, Eastern Area. 

Ill. On to United States 

Meanwhile, in addition to all its other commitments in the Hungarian relief program, American 
Red Cross responded swiftly to new demands upon its resources and personnel made by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower's "Safe Haven" project announced on December 6. This involves the transfer 
of 21,500 Hungarian refugees to the United States in a few weeks by means of a gigantic airlift 
and sealift. 

The plan was worked out by Tracy S. Voorhees, New York lawyer, the President's Coordinator 
for Hungarian Relief. After a series of conferences with Mr. Voorhees, ARC accepted new respon­
sibilities and quickly m~bilized volunteers and staff to provide needed services. 

Approximately 7,000 refugees are departing from the West Germany port of embarkation 
Bremerhaven in three transport ships -- U.S.S. General Leroy Eltinge, the U.S.N.S. General W. G. Haan, 
and the U.S.S. Marine Carp. The rest of the refugees are being flown over by Air Force. 

ARC has teams stationed at Munich Airport and at Bremerhaven to give a warm and reassuring 
welcome to the refugees in behalf of the American people. Teams include Hungarian-speaking ARC 
volunteers from the United States who greet refugees coming out of Austria bound for this country 
and brief them on what to expect at Camp Kilmer and in the United States in general. 

Aboard each of the three transport ships is a team of four ARC staff assigned, in President 
Eisenhower's words, "in order to do all possible for the comfort and care of these homeless persons 

to whom the United States is giving asylum." Specifically, the ARC workers are providing clothing, 
toilet articles, recreational supplies, and other necessities. 

First of the transport vessels to make the return trip to the United States with Hungarian refu­
gees was the General Leroy Eltinge. United Press reported its departure from Bremerhaven on 
December 19 with 1,750 passengers -- 250 women and children and 1,500 'young men. Aboard was a 
team of four American Red Cross workers: Harold Kase, New York Chapter, leader; Jerry Coron, 
Canton, Ohio; Miss Phoebe Steffey of national Office of Volunteers staff, and Lewis Cseh of New 
York Chapter, who speaks Hungarian. Also aboard the General Leroy Eltinge were American Red 
Cross supplies for refugee passengers. 
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expected to last beyond mid-January and that contributions from the outside are urgently needed. 

ARC SUPPLYING 100,000 FOOD PARCELS. To supplement these food stocks and to conform 

to a change in the ICRC method of distributing food -- a change from emergency soup kitchens to 
family-unit food parcels -- ARC has undertaken to purchase the contents, pack and ship 100,000food 

packages. Volunteers in the following Red Cross chapters are packing the specially-sized cartons: 

District of Columbia, Baltimore, Southeastern Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia), Brooklyn. Each parcel 

provides a supplementary diet for a family of four for 1 week. 

II. Inside Austria 

The League of Red Cross Societies, dependent on its affiliated member societies for operating 

expenses and relief supplies, is in Austria as a coordinating body, with Raymond T. Schaeffer, 

assistant to ARC President Ellsworth Bunker, as its chief delegate. League is now caring for 
20,000 refugees in ten camps in Austria, the number of refugees to be increased to 35,000 about 
January l. 

Under the present agreement with the Austrian Government, the League of Red Cross Societies 
is handling food, clothing, comfort articles, and camp equipment, together with medical and nursing 
care. For this purpose, Red Cross supplies, continuing to flow to Vienna from all parts of the world, 
are being placed in a common pool and allocated as needed. 

Refugee children in Austrian camps enjoyed a traditional Christmas as a result of the generos­
ity of American youth and the youth of 16 other countries through Junior Red Cross. American Red 
Cross Children's Fund, made up of voluntary contributions from the nation's youth, sent $40,000 to 

buy friendship parcels of new clothing for 2,000 young Hungarians. Each parcel included new shoes, 

overalls, gloves, stockings, a scarf and a hat, and a Christmas message in Hungarian. Another 
$5,000 was donated for Christmas parties in refugee camps, the program including Nativity scenes, 

trees, decorations, candies, and toys. An additional $20,000 from the American Children's Fund has 

been allocated to the League of Red Cross Societies toward an educational project. 
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Melbern J. Robinson, assistant director, SMI, Midwestern Area, is leader on the General W. G. 
Haan, and Herbert Rummel of the New York Chapter staff, is leader aboard the _Marine Carp. ARC 

also has reception teams at the Brooklyn docks where the refugees are disembarking and at McGuire 
Air Force Base near Wrightsville, in N. J ., enroute to Camp Kilmer reception center. 

Since the start of Hungarian flights across the North Atlantic air route, ARC field directors and 
teams of local volunteers have met all planes making stops at Keflavik Airport, Iceland; Goose Bay 
AB, Labraclor; and E. Harmon AFB, Newfoundland. Other Red Cross staff and volunteers at three al­
ternate l~ndingfields are equipped -- and on the alert -- to help refugees whenever bad weather or an 
emergency necessitates an unscheduled stop. Cooperation of military personnel and dependents at 
U.S. bases have been outstanding. Similar ARC service is given in the Azores. 

IV. At Camp Kilmer 

At Camp Kilm~r, near New Brunswick, N.J ., clearing center for 21,500 Hungarian refugees, Red 
Cross has had a busy program underway since early November. Now working around the clock are 310 
volunteer and staff workers under direction of Jack Henry, assistant manager of Eastern Area. ARC 
is chiefly concerned with meeting the refugees' immediate material needs and in helping the sponsor­
ing agencies that have responsibility for resettling refugee families in American homes and jobs. 

Many of the volunteers (from 31 neighboring New Jersey Red Cross chapters} speak Hungarian. 
This has contributed much to the smoothness of the operation. The refugees feel more at home when 
they can communicate in their own language. 

Red Cross staff and Hungarian-speaking volunteers meet refugees in a lounge on their arrival 
at Camp Kilmer where light refreshments are served. Toilet articles are given to adults, Junior Red .,. 
Cross gift boxes:and soft toys to children. ARC is also providing underclothing and hosiery for women", 
socks for men and children, and sleeping garments for women and children. 

From the beginning of Operation Mercy at Camp Kilmer, the U.S. Army has been receiving sub­
stantial quantities of used clothing for the Hungarian refugees. At the request of the camp's command­
ing general, Red Cross assigned volunteers to sort, size, and rack this clothing for distribution among 
the refugees. 

Red Cross assists Army Special Services in recreation and entertainment. ARC counseling serv­
ice by social workers is available to refugees but is supplemental to, and coordinated with, the work 
of the sponsoring organizations. 

One of the important Red Cross services at Camp Kilmer is helping chapters to ascertain whether 
certain refugees are at the camp or have passed through it. ARC nation-wide telecommunications net­

work is available to the refugees for messages to friends or relatives anywhere in the United States. 
Free long distance calls are placed to friends or relatives when located. 

Red Cross chapter vehicles stand by all day and into the night to transport refugees to points of 
departure by plane, train, or bus when they are ready to leave the camp for their new homes and jobs. 
This service is performed \on behalf of sponsoring agencies lacking transportation facilities of their own. 

As a result of all these Red Cross services, and the help received from the military and 
sponsoring agencies, Hungarian refugees are forming a good impression of their American hosts. 
When they leave camp to cake their places in American life, their hearts are filled with gratitude 

and hope. 
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"2· UEC 9a 
Geneve, le 19 decembre 1956 

Secours en Hongrie 

La troisieme partie du plan du Comite international de la Croix-Rouge pour la 
distribution de secours a Budapest s ' applique depuis hier. Elle comporte la fourniture 
a 100.000 adultes de colis composes pour les besoins de deux semaines . La valeur nutri ~ 
tive d& cet important appoint alimentaire est de 800 a 1.000 calories par personne et 
par jour. 

Le ravitaillemen~•~ontinue de s'operer par camions pour le transport des cou­
vertures, du lait en p~ru,i.ra et du materiel leger, quant au charbon le trafic semble pou­
voir s 1etablir normalement par chemin de fer. Un premier train de 22 wagons transportant 
notamment 375 tonnes de charbon et 150 tonnes de vetements a pu parvenir a Budapest au 
debut de la semaine. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Hilfeleistungen an Unga.rn 

Die Ausfilllrung des dritten Teils des vom Internationalen Komitee vom Roten 
K.reuz organisierte~ Plan~ fur die Verteilung der Hilfssendungen in Budapest hat gestern 
begonnen. Er umfasst eine Lieferung fur 100 .000 Erwachsene: zusammengestellte Pakete, 
welche die Bedti.rfmsse von zwei Wochen decken. Der Nahrwert dieser wichtigen Lebens­
mittel-Unterstutzung betragt zwischen 800 und 1.000 Kalorien pro Person und Tag, 

Die Zu:f'uhr von Lebensmitteln halt an; sie wird durch Lastwagen fur den Trans­
port von Deeken, Milchpulver und Leichtmaterialien ausgef"uhrt . Was die Kahle betrifft , 
so scheint es 1 dass der Verkehr wieder norrnalerweise per Eisenbahn aufgenommen werden 
kann. Ein erster Zug von 22 Wagen, welcher J75 Tannen Kahle und 150 Tonnen Kleidungs­
stu.cke mit sich fuhrte, bat anfangs letzter Woche Budapest erreicht. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Relief Action in Hungary 

The third programme of the International Committee of the Red Cross for the 
distribution of relief in Budapest start ed yesterday. It consists of supplying food 
parcels containing a fortnight's ration to 100,000 adults. The food value of this 
important additional food ration i s between 800 to 1 ,000 calories per head per day. 

The sending of supplies is being continued by means of lorries for the 
transport of blankets, powdered milk and light equipment 9 as regards coal, the transport 
by rail.is now, apparently, becoming normal. A first goods train of 22 trucks, carrying 
mainly 375 tons of coal and 150 tons of clothing was able to reach Budapest early in 
the week . 
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Press Release No 554b 

Geneva, 14 December 1956 

1he ICRC Relief Action in Hungary 

The general strike which has affected Hungary during 

the last t wo days has not stopped the transport of Red Cross 

supplies between Vienna and Budapest. These have continued to 

move through Hungary at the planned rate under the direction of 

the Intern~tional Committee of the Red Cross. Telephone communi­

cations be~ween Geneva and Budapest have also been maintained. 

The ICRC, at the suggestion of its general delegate, 

Mr. Rutishauser, has strengthened the organization for distri­

buting relief supplies in Hungary by appointing three more 

delegates, all of Swiss nationality: Mr. Heinrich Bircher at 

Vienna and Mr. Ernst Fischer and Mr. Marcus Redli at Budapest , 

The Hungarian doctors who are members of the Manage rr.en t 

Committee of the Hungarian Red Cross, have organized at Budapest 

under the direction of the ICRC a centre for distributing insulin 

to diabetics. To ens ure t he steady functioning of this centre 

the Hungarian •Red Cross will need to receive every month 4,000 

ampoules of 200-u.,_YJ. :L t unmodified insulin and 30,000 ampoules of 

200-unit protamine z~nc insulin. 
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LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
~ 

Q E'N EVA SWITZERLAND Telephone: 364458 
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FOR D.liMEDIATE RELEASE Press Communique No. 1956- 73 
12th of December, 1956 

JUNiffi RED CROSS MEMBERS OF 17 COUNTRIES GIVING CHRISTMAS- NKiJ YEAR 

PARCELS OF NEH CL01HIN G FOR 6 ,000 HUNGARIAN rtEFUGEE CHILD IBN 

I N AUSTR IA 

The League of Red Cros s Societies announced here today t hat, i n r esponse 
to a special Christmas-New Year appeal, National J unior Re d Gross Sections of 17 
count r i es are givi ng parcels of nev clothing, having an overall value of $115,000~ 
for s i x- thousand Hungar ian refugee children in Aus t r ia . The Junior hed Cross, which 
is the world's larg,est or;ganisat i on of school children, has as two of its princ i pal 
programmes, servi ce and international friendship and understanding . 

The League 1 s appeal , launched on the 7th of December to Junior Secti ons 
engaged i n Hungar i an relief projec ts, asked gifts for 5 ,000 child refugees . In 
the five · days since , this project has not only been covered but increased by a full 
thousand. This will permit inc luding in the distribution children arri vi ng in 
Austr ia in the next several weeks . 

The friendshi p parcels contribut ed by Junior Red Cross members f r om ar ound 
the world wi ll be distributed in t he re fugee camps on the 16th and 25 t h of December , 
by members of the Aus trian Junior Red Cr oss, accompanied by thei r school t eachers . 
'Ihe Christmas- tfow Year packages , valued a t about 1,)20 .-- each , wi ll i nclude for each 
child a pair of new shoes , an overall, a pair of gloves , stockings, a woollen bonnet 
and a scarf . 

'Ihe National Junior Red Cross Sections part i ci pating to date in t he Loague ­
sponsor ed project, and their r espective gifts , are: Aus tralia , parcels for 125 
chi ldr en; Bel gi wn , for 250 childran ; Canada , 750 children; Fi nl and, 250 childr en; 
France, 250 children ; German Fe der al Republ i c , 650 children; Grvat :aritain, 250 
children ; Italy , 150 children3 Luxembourg, 125 children; Monaco, 100 chi ldren ; 
The Netherlands, 250 children ; New Zealand, 125 children ; Norway , 250 children ; 
Swe den , 250 chi ldren ; Svvi tzerland, 125 children; Turkey , 50 children 1 and the 
U. S .A. 2,000 children . 

P . 6812 

The League ol Red Cross Societies affiliates the world's 75 National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Socie­
ties, comprising collectively a membership ol over 100 millions. Ifs object is lo encourage and facilitate af all times the action 
ol the National Societies for the prevention and alleviation ol suffering. 
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LA_ 9ROIX-ROUGE DE __ µ JEUNEss·E. p~_11..1'AYS ENVOIE POUR LES FETES DE NOEL ET DE NOUVEL AN 

QE;S CO LIS DE VETEMENTS NEUF~. DESTIJ\~_S ___ A 6. 000 ENFANTS HONGROIS REFUGIES EN AUTRI CHE 

La Ligue des Societes de la Croix .. Roug e v i ent d' annoncer qu'en reponse a un appal spe­

cial lance a 1 1 occasion des fates de Nciel et du Nouvel-An, les Sectb ns nationales de la 

Croix-Rouge de la Jeunes se de 17 pays fourn issent en faveur de 6 , 000 enfants hongrois 

~efugies en Autriohe, des colis de vetements neufs dont la valeur totale s'eleve a pr~s 

de Fr,s.500.000.-, La Croix- Rouge de la Jeunesse, qui est la plus vaste organisation d 1 eco­

liers du monde, oompte au nombre des prinoipaux obj ect i fs qu' elle poursuit i l' entraide 

ainsi que l I ami tie et la comprehension int ernatio ;1ales . 

Pour son a ppel lanee le 7 decembre aux Sections de J eunesse engage es dans des actions ., 
en faveur 

e seoours Ades refu~ids hongrois ett Autriohe , la Ligue s ollicitait des dons pour 5 . 000 

enfants. Dans les 5 jours qui ont suivi, ce.-projet a non seulement ete oompl0tement realise, 

mais les fonds regus jusqu I ici ont permis d 1 augment er de pvos d 'u11. millier le nombre des 

enfants beneficiaires, ce qui rendra sans doute possible d 1 i nclure dans la distribution, 

oeux qui pourraiel'.).t encore penetrer en Autriche au eours des prochaines aemaines. 

Ces colis de l'amitie , offerts prr les memb r es de la Croix~-Rouge de la Jeunesse, de 

taus les points du m:mde, seront distribue s dans les camps de refugies les 1 6 et 25 

decembre par des membres de la Croix-Rouge autrichienne de la Jeunesse , accompagne s de 
leurs maitres . 

Ces oolis de Noel et de Nouvel-An, estime s chacun a environ Fr.s,80,-, cormprendront 

pour chaque enfant: une paire d0 chaussures neuves, un survetement (training) , une paire 

de grrnts, des bas, un bonnet de laine et une e oharpe . 

Les elections national es de la Croix - Roug e de la J eunesse participant jusqu' i c i a cett e 

a ction patronnee par la Li gu e sont celles des pays suivants : Republique federale alle­

mande, don pour 650 enfants; Australie, pour 125 e:nfants ; Belgique, 250 enfa.nts 9 Canada , 

750 enfants i Etats..:Unis, 2 . 000 enfants; Finland e, 250 enfants ? France, 250 enfants; 

Grande- Bretagne 1 250 enfants ; Italie, 150 enfants 3 Luxembourg, 125 enf ants 9 Mona~o , 100 

enfants; Norvege, 250 enfants 9 Nouvelle- Zelande, 125 enf e.nts ; Pays-Bas, 250 enfants ; 

Suede , 250 enfants; Suisse, 125 enfants, Turquie, 50 enf ants. 

P. 6812, 'glc 

Federation universe/le, la Ligue comprend /es Sociefes nafiona/es de la Croix-Rouge, du Croissant-Rouge ef du Lion et 
So/eil Rouges, qui existent dans 75 pays ef qui groupent plus de 100 millions de membres. Elle a pour principal objef de 
lacilifer en tout temps l'acfion humanifaire des Sociefes nationales. 
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