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Human Rights Council 
l61h �es·ion, 28 February to 25 March 201l 

Weekly Highlights 
(2d week, 7 - 11 M�rch 2011) 

L Interactive Dialogues with tbe SpcciallProcedurcs 

Dialo ue with the S ecial Ra orteur on the romotion and protection of human 
ri,gbts and fundamental freedoms -'!Yhile.counteri • terrorism. Mr. Martin Scheirrin and 
the �cial Rapporteur on Torture, Mr. Juan Me,ldez 

.Mr. Scheinin presented a compilation of ten best practices in countering terrorism 
while respecting human rights for which a number of delegations expressed 
appreciation and asked related questions. Tunisia - whJCh was the subject of his 
mission report - and Egypt welcomed the work of the Rapporteur and demonstrated 
their commitments to take steps to comply \vith their human rights obligations 
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recent . e\1ents in their. r. espect!., 'C countries. Tun.isia a. nn. ounced its 
invitation to all the mandate-holders of the spe ial procedures. A munber of speakers 
thanked the Special Rapporteur for his last repo. and work over the past six years. 

Many speakers also welcomed Mr. Mendez's rst report as the new mandate-holder, 
in particular, his victim-centered perspective that seeks an integrated long-term 
approach to redress and reparation, including compensation and rehabilitation. They 
also s upported his intention to provide credible and human rights�friendly forensic 
and other sdentific alternatives proven to achieve better results than tl1e use of torture. 

Qi.£l.9gye with the Working Group on enfqrced or involuntary disappearances, the 
\Vorking Groug on arbitrary detention and inb Special RaQporteur on the Hmnan 
Rights of Internally Displ£1"�9. Persons, Mr. Ch�Ql<.E_ B�ani 

Participants wel comed the report.'i presented by the WG on Arbitrary Detention. 
However, the WG's proposal on the applicatiob of international human rights law to 
the situations of armed cont1ict and the ext¢nsion of its mandate to include !he 
conditions of detention received mixed reactions . 

Several speakers welcomed the General Comm nt on the right to the truth prepared by 
the WG on enforced or involuntary disappear ces, Many speakers also expressed 
support to the work of the Working Group with several Latin American States 
highlighting the right to the truth as autorto ous right Among the four areas of 
concern highlighted by the Working Group on nforced or involuntary disappearances, 
it was recognized 1hat the introduction of enfor ed disappearances as a continuous and 
autonomous crinle, coupled \\rith the right of v' tims to know the truth, would lead to 
a decrease in impunity . 

\Vith regard to the human rights of IDPs, maul' speakers noted with appreciation the 
intention of the new mandate-holder with regar� to displacement provoked by climate 



change, the majnstreaming of the human rights of JDPs, the promotion the Guiding 
Principles on Internal Displacement and a focu on follow-up and capacity building 
activities. Speakers also supported his priorities. · ncluding displacement in the con.text 
of natura! disasters, the specific risks and pro tile 1s faced by displaced women. as wdl 
as internally d i splaced persons outside camps 

Me de Schutter highlighted the concept of ag occology describing it as a way to 
i ncrease yields significantly and to end rural po •erty. During the dialogue he 
on the importance of capacity�bu.i!ding, techno! gy transfer. South-South cooperation 
and the exchange of best practices, With regard o adequate housing, speakers 
vvith the Special Rapporteur that housing had h erent social value or vital importance 
to social stability, poverty alleviation and dev lopment. The devastating impact 
armed conflict and natural disasters partie 1larly f('Jr the poor and S(1C ia!Jy 
disadvantaged was highlighted. 

J21£tlog�vLth the S RS n Violence A ainst Children Ms. Marta Santos Pais am:! 
the: Sooc!E!L. Raru;torteur on the �§!!hLoC.£h14r.S!tb . . _s;hild prostitution and child 
pornography, Ms. Najat M.s1alla M.:ii<i 
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counseling, complaint and reporting mcchanis s to address incidents of violence, 
mcludlng sexual violence and exploitation, M:. Santos Pais and Ms. Maa!!a M'jid 
highl!ghted the need to establish legal safcg;uar�s to protect victims and effective and 
child-sensitive counseling mechanisms incorp�rated in national policies ibr the 
p.·. •
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n of children. , which are accessib.le to a. I children and guarantee their privacy. 
During the dialogue, delegations agreed vvirh c need to raise awareness of those 
mechanisms, empower children to protect 1httmse!ves and the role of schoo.l in 
providing support mechanisms. 

Dialoguc with t� R�.tmorteur on th· slttmlion of Hu.rmm Righls Defens!.s:r:;;;t 
Ms. Margaret Sekagg\C.�.,.J�nd��ecial Ra o cur on freedom of reli 
1vk l!eincr Bielefeldt 

Ms. Sekaggya presented her report which focus�· d on women human rights defenders 
and their particular.· vul. nerabilities, inc.·ludlng .stigrnatiz.,ati

·
o· n· _and sex.ua·l· violence. 

Delegatwns expressed concem about the use d threat of vmlence agamst human 
rights defenders worldwide and recognized heir important role in the overall 
protection and promotion of human rights aL t! ' national, regional and international 
kvcls . Wilb regard to the first report subn itted by Mr. B ielefeldt as Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief: de egations agreed with his conclusions 
Hmi the school environment could play a cmci 1 role in the elimination of negative 
s tereotyping of persons based on their relig)o . Educational policies should aim to 
strengthen the prornoti.on and protection of hu an rights , and eradicate preferences 

conceptions incompatible \Vith freedom of r ligion or belief. 



,\mnml fun day meeting on tbe right& ofthc c 

year's annual debate focused on children iving and/or working on the streets. 
t.vith two panels one of which included three ch' dten (two from Bangl adesh and one 
from Benin). During the debate, partkipan highlighted their vulnerabilities. 
including violence, trafficking, child labour, se ·ual exploitation and HlV infection 
and underlined that this world\\'i.de pheno enon should be tackled through 
comprehensive and human rights-based policies d programmes. There was no need 
to .

. 

find a d.efinition of this .n. o.n�hom. ogenous .g:f�' but rather the nec�:sity to n
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1ake .. 
chtldren a part of the solutton thmugh a pa.rt1ci · twe and gender senslttve approach. 
Poverty was identified a.� the main root cause of the phenomenon, while family 
dysfunction, domestic v iolence and HIVJ AIDS were also considered among other 
important causes required to be addressed. Inte�1ational cooperation was considered 
indispensable and best practices should be s ared. Participants highlighted that 
v1.olence .a1.1ccti�g th
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ildren :vas. part o:· : e.·ir daily o. ;dea� and underlined 1be 

need of ptotectmg ba�nc nghts of children hv1 g or workmg m the streets and of 
ending stigmatization and discrimination they fa e. 

Panel discussion on tbe huntan rights and �ssnes related to terrorist bostagc� 
taking 

Among tbe issues discussed, many speakers lgreed that ransom payrnent in fact 
supported terrorist activities directly and ind·uc d further hostage�taking and human 
rights.· �i�lations in the future,_ thus cr��ting a di emma

.
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of the de!egatl?ns 

were dtvtded over the need ot an addlttonal pro ocol to the 1979 ConventiOn Agamst 
the Taking of Hostages. In this connection, thej Special. Rapporte. ur. on human rights 
and counter*terrorism emphasized the importarce of taking a human rights�based 
approach to the issue of terrorist hostage-takin r \.vith the existing legal framework, 
rather than adopting a new instrument Speakers also shared the view that, in order to 
make eounter�terrorism measures more effectiv , conditions conducive to the spread 
of terrorism, such as etlU1ic, national and reli ious discrimination, socio-economic 
marginalization, and other human rights viola ions, needed to be addressed. The 
rights of victims and families, in particular their right to an cffecti ve remedy, 
including equal and efiective access to justice, accountability of perpetrators, social 
reintegration of victims and assistance to them re emphasi zed. 

IL Commission of Inquiry for Libya 

On l I March, the President of the Comtcil nounced the appointment of three 
experts for the IntemationaJ Commission of Jnq lry for Libya (Mr. Cherif Bassiouni -
as Chair, Ms. Asma Khader and !'vir. Philippe ·rsch) charged with the investigation 
of ''all aUeged vi olations of international hunT rights law in Libya, to establish the 
facts and circumstances of such violations and f the crimes perpetrated, and, where 
possible identify those responsible to make recommendations � 1 n particular, on 
accountability measures, all with a view to ensu ing that those individual s responsible 
are held accountable," As decided at the l5rh s ccial session, the Comrnission is due 
to report to the Council at its next session in Jun , 
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Weekly Highl ghts 

Hu man lUghts Coundt 
to 25 March 2011 

{3d week, Monday 14- Frid y 18 March 2011) 

L Item 4- Hnman Rights situation tbat requir tbe attention of the HRC 

lmeractive diallJgue witlt Sf1eciul{lr()f::edures: 

On l 4 March, the Special Rapporteur on the situ�1ion of human rights in the DPRK, Mr, 
Marzuki Darusman and the Special Rapporteur on t�e human rights situation in Myanmar. Mr_ 
Tomas Ojea Quintana presented their annual repon to the CounciL 

The Special Rapllorteur on tbe llPR.K expres <i his concerns on the continued chronic 
!ood i nsecurity, high malnutrition rates and economi problems which affect millions of people 
in the country, While regretting the lack of coopera on by the Govern ment, he noted that this 
wouid not deter him from attempting to gain access to it and that he would continue to work 
constructively with the international human rights echanisms to address the urgent human 
rights concerns and needs in DPRK. Speaking as a oncemed country, the DPRK reiterated its 
consistent position of categorical and resolute rejecti n of the Special Rapporteur's mandate and 
repoti - which is seen as a conspiracy by the United , ates, Japan and the European Onion. 

The Special .Rapporteur on Myanmar noted t e importance of the transition process and 
the hope that it would provide an opportunity for po hive change. He urged the Government to 
see genuine national reconciliation through an inclu ive process and to address the widespread 
and systematic abuse of human rights as a matter o urgency. Speaking as concerned country, 
Myanmar noted that the positive political develo ments and changes vividly showed the 
commitment of the Government to fulfill the aspira ions of its people and have a democratic, 
stable and prosperous State. Myanma r however rej ted the allegations contained in the SR's 
report which questi oned the voting process of th 20 l 0 e!e"'tion:; in Myanmar. However, 
Myanmar expressed its readiness to cooperate with · e SR by granting h im access to visit the 
country, provided that his report be based on princi pl s of independence, impartiality, objectivity 
and optimism. 

_Follow-ue to special sessions 

The Council considered the tollow�up to the specill sessions on Cote d'Jvoire and on Lybia 
respectively. 

(a) Cote d'lvoire 
The HC's report to the Council covering develo ments until 31 January 2011 described the 

drastic deterioration of the human rights situation ln he context of the crisis which had followed 
the elections. It referred to cases of extrajudicial k l!ings, abductions, gender based v)olence, 
enforced disappearances, harassment and intimidat on and other violations of human rights, 
allegedly committed by security forces and armed gr ups associated with Mr. Laurent Gbagbo in 
Abidjar1 and other parts of the country, Given the ri k of resurgence of civil •var, the HC urged 
aH parties to show utmost restraint to prevent vio ence from escalating and to resolve their 
differences peacefully. 

. l . 



Human Rights Council l6111 session, 8 February to 25 March 2�_!!·-··--·· 

Speaking as a concerned country, Cote d ' lvoite in ormed the Council that the President and 
the Government of Cote d' J voi re called for an Intern of na! Commission of I nqu iry to investigate 
hu.man rights violat ions so that those responsibl e be b ught to justice. It was imperative that the 
perpetrators were held accountable for their acts befo e the International Criminal Court. Many 
deleg�ltlons also expressed thelr concerns over th worsening of the situation, including 
extrajudicial killings, abd uctions, enfurced disappear nces, excessive use of force by security 
forces and destruction of prope1ty. Many delegations upported the recommendation of the HC 
to establlsh urgently a Commission of lnquiry and call d on Gbagbo to step down . 

{b) Libya 
The DIIC reported that OHCHR continued to be extremely concerned over reports of the 

massive circulat ion of weapon..:; throughout the Libyan territory and their potential availability to 
any actor including children. The human rights sit atioa had continued to deteriorate with 

of intensified fighting and indiscriminate air strikes that resulted in numerous civilian 
injuries and deaths. Of utmost concern were numerou accounts received by O l iCHR regarding 
cases of surmnary executions, rape, torture and disapp anmce. Many delegations concuned \vith 
OBCHR's concerns and welcomed the appointrne t of the members of the lmernationai 
Comm .ission of Inquiry as well as. the referral by t e Security Council to the ICC. Several 
delegations welcomed the statement by the Arab L gue supporting a no�fly zone. Concerns 
over the humanitarian situation and violence agai st migrants v,rcre also expressed. 
speakers noted the unacceptable use of force agai st civilians who were expressing in a 
l egitimate way their aspirations of freedom and dem cracy. The attention of the international 
comtnunity needed to focus on pressuring the Libyan Government to i mmed iately cease the use 
of excessive force against demonstrators. It should be1 noted in this regard that some delegations 

and �U members) explore? the �ossibi!ity t� table a resolution on tl:e responsl�lJity �o 
protect but qutckly abandoned the Jdea g1ven the rest:stance by many delegatiOn s nppostng th1s 
concept. 

General dehate 

The . s�1:em. ents made durin. g . t�e. · ge�.eral d.· ebat� te:errt· _d. _to·· · t�·· e situations in, inte

.

r �lia',the DR�; : 
Iran. Zunbabwe, Be!arus, Chma, Cote d ' lv01re, fu tsta, bgypt, Yemen, Bahram, Sudan, Sn 
Lanka, Syria, Pakistan, Cuba. Afghanistan. DPRK Myanmar, Eritrea. Venezuela. Uganda. 
Ba11gladesh, OPT and Western Sahata. · 
A joint statement support<.>d by 44 Member States (E l members and acceding countries, the US 
and Zambia) was delivered o n th e b uman rights ituation in Belarus. This statement was 
del ivered instead of a resolution which met strong op sition by the Russian Federation. 

H. Hem 3: Promotion and protection of aU hm 

On l 5 March, the Independent Expert on Min rity Issues presented her annual report 
stressing that there was mounting evidence that so e of the earliest indicators of potential 
violence were the chronic disregard of mi11ority rlgh s. Incorporating m inori ty rights indicators 
into early warning systems \vas essential to enabling t e early identification of potential conflicts. 



Hu man Rights Couudl 
-·---·-·-· ·�··---·�--Hi'" session, 8 Februar�. to 25 March 20 1 1 

During the interactive d i a logue, speakers agreed tha minorities shou ld have the right to fully 
participate in  economic l ife and th.is should be recog ized by all Governments. In view· of the 
increasing acts or violence against indiv iduals belon ing to religious communities around the 
world, speakers showed special i nterest in in itiat ives t e Tndependent Expert could take io better 
promote and protect the r ights ofreligious minorities. 

111. Item S; Human rights bod ies and mecha nisms 

On l 5  M .. · arch, the . Llunm. ·n R ights Council heard p.· .ret· entations from 1.' ts subsid iary· bod. ies: the 
Advisory Committee, the Forum on Minority lssue , the Social Forum and the Open-ended 
lntergovernmental Work ing Gmup on the UN draft · .cclaration on human rights educatkm and 
train ing . 

During the general debate, speakers noted that 'special  Procedures p l ay a crucial and 
indispensib!e role in the work of the CounciL They !so noted that the efficient function ing o f  
Special Procedures iargely depended on the level o cooperation by Member States . Speakers 
strongl y condemned any act of intimidation or repri J against individuals or groups that had 
cooperated with Special Procedures and urged all Sta: es to ensure that such acts \Vere prevented 
and that these individuals or groups were adequate! protected . Impunity in this field must be 
slopped, and the first step would be documenting of · es . It was a lso necessary to strengthen 
level of protection for those ind ividuals who sought t cooperate with the United Nations in the 
field of human ri ghts . 

• Uem 6 - Universal Periodic Iteview Mecha1 ism 
Adofltitm o{lhe review outcome: 

From 1 6  to 1 8  March , the Council adopted the Unive sul Periodic Review outcomes on Liberia, 
Malawi, Mongolia, Panama, Maldives, Andorra, uJgaria, Honduras, I.ebanon, M11rsball 
blaru:i, Croatia, ,Jamaica; Mic:J·onesia , Mauritania nd the USA, The adoption of the o u tcome 
nf Lybia was postponed given the current sltuation . Speakers regretted the US rejection of a 
number of recommendat ions made during the Worki g Group, including on the abolition of the 
death penalty, the creation of an independent humap rights inst itution and the rati ficatJon of 
human right<> treaties. 

General debate 

During the general debate qn the Universal Peri die Review, delegat ions reiterated their 
recognition of the value of the review and encourage to make good use of the interval between 
periodic reviews and improve performance in ! me w th the recommendations received . A dear 
response by States to all the received recommendatl ns, whether accepted or rejected, and the 
possibil ity for mid�term reponing on implementation efforts would strengthen the effectiveness 

the Universal Period ic Review. 



Human Rights Council ______ , .  _____ .... ___ ... ______ . _ _ _ ____ 1_6_111 �!�-�!.��4, r·----_ .. __ _,; __ t_o_2_5_. _M_. a_r_c_h_2_0 __ J_l ___ _ 
Tii bling of dra ft proposa ls and initiatives 

A total of 40 draft proposals have been tabled . 

""ountry situations: 

Under item 7 (OPT), the draft reso1ution on the follo ·-up to the fact- finding mission to Gaza 
conflict would recommend that the OA consider laun hing an urgent discussion on the legality 
of the use of certain munit ions. It would also recomm nd that the GA 're-consider ' the report of 
the fact-finding mission and subm it it to the Securit Counci l  for its consideration and act ion,  
including the referral to the fCC On MyaiHI:Utr and PRK, the draft resolutions wou ld call for 
the renewing o f  the mandates of the Special Rapport urs. On Guinea and Tunisia - the draft 
resolutions would cali for enhance tedmkal cooper lion with OHCtiR and the international 
cmnmunity.  The draft resolution on Cote d 'Ivoire, bled by the A frican Group. calls for the 
establi shment of an international commission o inqui ry to investigate the facts and 
c ircumstances surrounding the allegations of  seriou abuses and v iolations of human rights 
committed in Cote d ' lvo ire following the Presidenti I elections and present its fi ndi ngs at the 
J une session . The US and Sweden tabled a draft solution on Iran establishing a Special  
Rapporteur who will  report to the GA and the HRC. On Bunmdi, the African Group tabied a 
draft resolution requesting the postponement of the nieracti ve dialogue with the Independent 

, . 
which had been . postpon. ed � ince !he 1 4th sers.ion . The dra. ft resolution tabled by t�e 

Alncan group on the DRC would d ! SContmue the mrdate of the group of experts (7 thematiC 
Rapporteurs) and the HC to subm it reports t the Council. The recommendation by the 

group of experts to establish a Special Rapporteur o the DRC had hence been rejected hy the 
Afi'ican Group, 

and given the serious concerns expressed on tl e situation in Bahrain, some EU members 
in itiated consu ltations to call for an urgent debate of he HRC on the s ituation . However. it did 
not materialize in the absence of support from so e of the Arab States and, for po Htica! 
considetations relat ing to the joint m ilitary action to e fbrce the no� fly zone on Lybia. 

Thematic issues: 

South Africa t�b !ed a new in itiative calling estab!ishmem of an Intergovernmenta l 
\Vork i ng g roup � .. to elaborJte new concepts, such as extud orien tat ion , and others which rnay 
emerge an this regard, defin ing such concepts and t elr scope and parameters in international 
human rights law, prior to their integration into exi ting norrns and standards of international 
human rights law". The draft tex1 on dcfa muti on · f religion has been refocused under the 
l eadership of the US i n close cooperation with 0 1 members. The draft resol ution will now 
fbcus on 'Combating intolerance, negative ste eo·typing a nd stigmatization of, a nd 
discrim ination, incitement to violence, and violen ·e against persons based on religion or 
belief' < The draft does not focus anymore on any pa icu lar religion an d dropped the notion of 
defaroation . Consensus is l ikely to be reached which lH constitute a major breakthrough, Dra fi 
resolutions would also mandate the holding of pa e! discuss ions o n HIV/AlDS, vict i ms of 
terrorism and the 25 1h anniversary ,)f the l'ight to dev !opment A dran Pres ident ' s  Statement on 
OHCHR strategic framework and the draft resolut l  n by the President o n  tbe ou tcome of the 
HRC revit:av are currently the subject of intense discu ·sions< 
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