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18 October 1993 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

LETTER DATED 18 OCTOBER 1993 FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

I have the honour to inform you that your letter dated 12 October 1993 
(S/26593) concerning your proposal to appoint 
Brigadier-General Romeo A. Dallaire of Canada as Force Commander of the United 
Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR) has been brought to the attention 
of the members of the Council. They agree with the proposal contained in your 
letter. 

(Signed) Renaldo Mota SARDENBERG 
President of the Security Council 

/) 
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/ 
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18 October 1993 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

LETTER DATED 12 OCTOBER 1993 FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

I have the honour to refer to Security Council resolution 872 (1993) of 
5 October by which the Council decided to establish the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR). 

Following the usual consultations, it is my intention to appoint 
Brigadier-General Romeo A. Dallaire of canada as Force Commander of UNAMIR. 
General Dallaire is currently serving as Chief Military Observer (CMO) of the 
United Nations Observer Mission Uganda-Rwanda (UNOMUR), which was established by 
resolution 846 (1993) of 22 June 1993 and will be integrated into UNAMIR, in 
accordance with paragraph 4 of resolution 872 (1993). 

I should be grateful if you would bring this matter to the attention of the 
members of the security Council. 

(Signed) Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI 

93-56402 (E) 181093 181093 
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TO 

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

Brig. Gen. Romeo Dallaire 
CMO 
UNOMUR 
Kabale 

FROM:~· Kofi Annan ~~l ' 
USG/DPKO ~'\ 
Room S-3727B · 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS ONE: 

DATE: 27 Oct. 1993 

FAX: 256-486-23816 

FAX (212) 963-9222 
TEL (212) 9,63-8079 

For your information, please find attached, in English and 
French, a copy of the Secretary-General's report on UNOMlm 
(S/26618) which was issued on 25 October 1993. 

Regards. 

Po.'S1e 5 
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UNITED 
NATIONS s 

• Security Council 
Distr. 
GENERAL 

S/26618 
22 October 1993 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL CN THE w~ITED NATIONS 
OBSERVER MISSION UGANDA-RW~~A 

1. The present report is submitted in pursuance of paragraph 12 of 
resolution 846 (1993) which was adopted by the security Council on 22 June 1993. 

2. Following the adoption of the resolution, and with the consent of the 
Security Council, Brigadier-General Romeo A. Dallaire (Canada) was appointed 
Chief Military Observer of UNOMUR (see S/26019 and S/26020) . 

3. In accordance with paragraph 4 of the resolution, consultations were 
undertaken wich the Government of Uganda with a view to concluding a Status of 
Mission Agreement, which was finalized and entered into force on 16 August 1993. 
This opened the way to deployment of the advance party which arrived in the 
mission area on 18 August 1993. 

4. I am pleased to report that UNOf{V~ is now fully deployed and that it has 
reached its authorized strength of 81 ~ilitary observers. Eleven international 
civilian staff have also been deployed. 

5. Within the first three weeks of its deployment, UNOMUR concluded a thorough 
reconnaissance of the Uganda/Rwanda border, set up a communication network and 
established its Headquarters and a Sector Headq-l.larters in Kabale and a second 
Sector Headquarters in Kisoro. In accordance with the concept of operations set 
out in my report of 20 May (S/25810), the mission has also established 
observation posts at two major crossing sites on the Ugandan side of the border 
at Katuna and Cyanika. UNOMUR has also been monitoring the border through 
mobile patrols. 

6. UNOMUR is preparing to establ~sh additional observation posts at three 
secondary crossing sites and to enhance its operational capability with airborne 
coverage. 

7. On 5 October, the Security Council adopted resolution 872 (1993), 
authorizing the establishment of the United Nations Assistance Mission for 
Rwanda (UNAMIR) . The Council also approved the proposal that UNOMUR be 
integrated into UNAMIR. I am consulting the Government of Uganda on the 
modalities of this integration, on the understanding that it will be without 
prejudice to the mandate of UNOMIR as set out in resolution 846 (1993). 

93-57709 (E) 221093 I . .. 
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B. I should like to express my appreciation to the Government of Uganca for 
the cooperation and support it has provided to UNOMUR and for the assistance it 
has extended to the mission to enable it to discharge ics mandate. 
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22 octobre 1993 
FRANCAIS 
ORIGINAL : ANGLAIS 

RAPPORT DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL SUR LA MISSION D'OBSERVATION 
DES NATIONS UNIES OUGANDA-RWANDA 

1. Le pr~sent rapport est present~ en application du paragraphe 12 de la 
resolution 846 (1993) que le Conseil de securite a adoptee le 22 juin 1993. 

2. Aprea !'adoption de cette resolution, et avec l'assentiment du Conseil de 
securite, j'ai nomme le general de brigade Rom~o A. Dallaire (Canada) chef du 
Groupe d'observateurs militaires de la MONUOR (vqir S/26019 et S/26020). 

3. En application du paragraphe 4 de ladite resolution, des consultations ont 
6tA tenues avec le Gouvernement ougandais, en vue de eonclure un accord sur le 
statut de la Mission; cet accord a eta mis au point et est entre en viguaur 
le 16 aout 1993, ouvrant la voie au dep1oiemant d'un detachement precurseur, qui 
est arrive dans la zone de la mission le 18 aout 1993. 

4. J'ai le plaisir de signaler que la MONUOR ~st A present integralement 
dep1oyee et que son effectif autorise de 81 observateurs militaires est au 
complet. Onze fonctionnaires internationaux de la composante civile ont 
egalement et~ deployes. 

S. Au cours des trois premieres semaines qui ont suivi son deploiement, la 
MONUOR a precede a une reconnaissance complete de la frontiere entre l'Ouganda 
et le Rwanda, mis en place un reeeau de communications et etabli son quartier 
general et un quartier general de secteur a Kabala, et un second quartier 
general de secteur a Kisoro. Conformement au plan d'operations expose dans mon 
rapport du 20 mai (S/25810), la Mission a egalement etabli des postea 
d'observation a proximite de deux points de passage importants du cOte ougandais 
de la frontiere, a Katuna et a Cyanika. La MONUOR eurveille aussi la frontiere 
en effectuant des patrouilles. 

6. La MONUOR se prepare a etablir d'autres postea d'observation A proximite de 
trois points de passage mains importants et a renforcer sea capacites 
operationnelles par des patrouilles aeriennes. 

7. Le 5 oct0ore, le Conseil de securite a adopte la resolution 872 (1993), par 
laquelle il a decide decreer la Mission des Nations Unies pour !'assistance au 
Rwanda (MINUAR;. Le Conseil a egalement approuve rna proposition d'integrer la 
MONUOR au seir. de la MINUAR. Je mene actuellement des consultations avec le 
Gouvernement c~;andais au sujet des modalites de cette integration, etant 
entendu qu'il ~e sera pas porte atteinte au mandat de la MONUOR tel qu'il est 
defini dans la ~esolution 846 (1993). 

93-57710 ( F I 221093 221093 ; ... 
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8. Je tiens 1 remercier le Gouvernement ougandais de la coop6ration et de 
l'appui qu'il pr~te! la MONUOR, ainsi que de l'assistance qu'il lui apporte 
pour lui permettre de s'acquitter de son mandat. 
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FAX NO: (212) 963-4879 

SUBJECT:INFORMATION FOR PERSONNEL REDEPLOYING TO UNAMIR 
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1. ATTACHED TO THIS FAX MESSAGE IS A PACKAGE OF 
INFORMATION FOR UN PERSONNEL REDEPLOYING FROM UNOMUR TO UNAMIR. 

2. PLEASE ACTION AS REQUIRED. 

3. REGARDS. 
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MEDICAL PREPARATIONS 

The following are the immunizations for Rwanda. 

TYPE DURATION OF 
PROTECTION 

Tetanus 10 Years 
toxoid 
0.5ml IM 

Typhoid 3 Years 
0.5ml SC 

Polio- 10 Years 
myelitis 
TOPV 
0.5ml 

NUMBER OF DOSES 

Booster-1 
Initial Series-3 

Booster-1 
Initial Series-2 

Booster-1 
Initial Series-3 

Hepatitis A 3-6 Mos 1 Injection 
Immune Globulin 
Hepatitis A Up to 10 Yrs Initial Series-3 
Vaccine 

Hepatitis B 3-8 Years Booster-1 
1ml IM Initial Series-3 

TIMING BETWEEN QQSES 

1 month between 1st 
and 2nd dose 1 year 
between 2nd and 3rd 
dose 

1 month between 1st 
and 2nd dose 

6-8 Weeks Between 
1st and 2nd dose 1 
Year between 2nd and 
3rd dose 

6 Months 

1 month (2 weeks if 
necessary) between 
1st and 2nd dose and 
5 months between 2nd 
3rd dose 

1 Month between 1st 
and 2nd dose 5 
months between 2nd 
and 3rd dose 



-- 1 r. u '-' •::- t.. 1 4 2 2 : 1 2 : 2 1 1 ':i' ':i' 3 

PERSONAL PROTECTION AGAINST MALARIA 

1. All personnel can protect themselves quite effectively 
against mosquito bites and in this way prevent infections. This 
should constitute the travellers' first line of defense against 
malaria. Protecting oneself from insect or mosquito bites involves 
the following: 

a. wearinq sufficiently thick, lonq-sleeved 
clothing and lonq trousers when out of doors 
after sunset, and avoidinq dark colours, which 
attract mosquitos; 

b. smearinq an insect repellent, such as dimethyl 
phthalate or N, N-diethyl-metatoluamide 
( DEET) , on the parts of the skin remaining 
exposed, observing the manufacturer's 
precautions; 

c. sleeping in properly screened rooms (this is 
qenerally the case with air-conditioninq): 

d. usinq "anti-fly" spray to kill any mosquitos 
that may have entered in spite of screeninq; 

e. usinq mosquito nets around the bed at niqht, 
taking care to tuck in the net carefully under 
the mattress, and ensurinq that the net is not 
torn and that there are no mosquitos inside; 
increased protection may be obtained by 
impregnating the net with permethrin or 
deltamethrin; and 

f. burning mosquito coils (but usually they do 
not last throuqh the niqht) . 

MALARIA CHEMOPROPHYLAXIS FOR RWANDA 

(LARIAM\MELFLQOUINE HCL. 250 MG) 

1. The following is the recommended dosage for Mefloquine 
HCL (Lariam) 250 MG tablets. For prolonged stays in the endemic 
area (more than three weeks) the first dose of one tablet is to be 
taken 1 week before arriving in malarious area followed by one 
table once weekly on the same day of the week durinq the entire 
stay in the malarious area and four weeks after leavinq the 
malarious zone. 
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ANNEX G 

IHTROPOCTION TO R!ANDA 

TERM IN 

1. Geography. Rwanda is in east-central Africa. The country 
slopes gradually from a mountain range in the west to a lowland 
plain in the east. The mountain range includes a chain of volcanoes 
in the northwest. West of the mountains the land falls sharply to 
Lac Kivu. A plateau in the centre of the country is covered in 
steep hills. The average elevation in Rwanda is 2000m. The mountain 
range in the west forms the Nile-Congo Divide. Rivers to the east 
flow to the Nile and those on the west feed the Niger. Three are 
nine large lakes in Rwanda six of which are totally within the 

~- borders. Vegetation varies from tropical forests in the west to 
savannah grasslands in the east. There are also considerable 
marshlands in the low lying areas. The soils vary also from rich 
volcanic soils in the west to poor, gravelly soils in the east. The 
climate is mild despite the latitude and high elevation of the 
country. The year is divided into two rainy seasons and one dry 
season. 

2. Infrastructure. Rwanda has a relatively dense road 
network by African standards with 1200 km of paved roads. There are 
eight airports in the country, three of which have commercial 
flights. International traffic enters via Kigali, the capital. A 
ferry service operates on Lac Kivu on a north-south route. 
Electrical and communications facilities are adequate however 
potable water, adequate sewage disposal, and medical facilities are 
scare outside the capital. 

MANDATE FEATURES 

3. Population Centres. Although the population density of 
Rwanda is the highest in sub-Saharan Africa (320 per km2) only 5.4% 
of the population live in urban centres. The few urban 
concentrations are grouped around the administrative centres of the 
ten prefectures. Only four of these centres have populations which 
exceed 20,000. These cities are: Kigali 232,000, Ruhengeri 30,000, 
Butare 29,000, and Gissenyi 22,000. 

4. Bural Areas. The populace of this country is 94% rural. 
Dwellings in Rwanda are not clustered together in compact villages 
but instead are disposed in familial groups, for which a hill 
serves as the basic unit. Each place of habitation is surrounded by 
an enclosure formed by a hedge, or palisade. The enclosure extends 
rearward in circular sections. Each section shelters a family in 
order of importance. In the past, huts were made of an interlaced 
frame covered with straw. This style has been replaced by clay or 
brick rectangular houses with a roof of tiles or sheet iron. 
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5. Communications. The communications facilities in Rwanda 
are currently being expanded. They consist of the following: 

(a) Teleyision.A television service started· in 1992. 
A limited number of stations are available; 

(b) Radio. There are 2 AM and 5 FM stations in 
Rwanda. They serve 630,000 radio sets, or about 
one radio per 11 people; 

(c) Newspapers. Rwanda has 
daily newspaper with 
circulation; 

one national 
a limited 

(d) Telecommunications. Telephone services for 
national and international use are generally 
adequate but very expensive. The area code is 250; 
and 

(e) Satellite Earth Stations.There are 2 satellite 
earth stations in Rwanda. one is an Indian Ocean 
Intelsat and one Atlantic. 

6. Water Sypply. There is an abundant water supply however 
all drinking water should be treated as many tropical diseases are 
endemic. Access to safe water is available to 49% of the 
population. 

TEMPERATURE 

7. The average annual temperature for Rwanda is 19. 7° c. 
This, however, does not reflect the variations in the different 
regions. The three thermatic regions are based on mean monthly 
temperature variations. These variations are recorded during the 
daylight hours only. The three thermatic regions are: 

a. Below 1500 m. This area is primarily in the east 
but extends up the Nyabrongo Rive~ Valley. 
Temperatures in this region rise o~er 13 c during 
the day. Th~ absolute maximum is 33 c and absolute 
minimum is 5 c. 

0
The average annual temperature for 

the region is 21 c; 

b. 1600-1900 m. This zone is one of transition between 
the low elevations and high elevations. The da~ly 
temper~ture variation in this zone is between 10 c 
an~ 12 c. The mean an~ual temperature varies from 
19 C at 1700 m to 17.5 c at !900 m. the absolute 
maximum in ~his region is 31 C and the absolute 
minimum is 5 C; and 

c. Over 2000 &n· The mean annual temperature in this 
zone is

0
15 c. Daily temperature variation is less 

than 10 c. The mean maximum temperature in this 
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visibility 

zone is 22°C with t~ mean low being 9°C. The 
abeolute maximum is 30 c and the absolute minimum is 
-5 c. 

8. The best period of visibility is 1200 hrs. year round 
with a visibility of 16 km, 90% of the time. Visibility below 4 km 
occurs rarely but it usually occurs during the rainy season from 
February to March. Visibility in the mountains and foothills may 
be obscured in the morning due to fog. The fog clears rapidly 
though during the heat of the day. Other factors which may affect 
visibility occur during the dry season. At this time of year a 
fine dust hangs in the air. Also clouds of dust are raised by 
vehicle movement on unpaved roads. Farmers use the dry season to 
burn brush which creates localised clouds of smoke. 

STORMS 

9. Thunderstorms occur on an average of 28 days per year. 
Frequency of thunderstorms is greatest between September and 
February. 
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ANNEX H 

HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL INTROQUCTION 

GENERAL 

1. The Rwandese Republic is distinctive both for the small 
size of the territory

2
and for the density of the population. With 

an area of 26,338 km an~ a population of 7,347,000 the density 
equals 279 persons per km • 

2. The country has been engaged in civil war since October 
1990, when a guerilla force comprised almost entirely of the 
minority Tutsi tribe invaded the country from neighbouring Uganda. 
An estimated 650,000 civilians have been displaced, primarily in 
the north. 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

3. Unlike most African States, Rwanda and its southern 
neighbour Burundi were not an artificial creation of colonial rule. 
When it had been absorbed by German East Africa in 1899 it had been 
an established Kingdom for several centuries. The Tutsi, cattle 
breeders from the Horn of Africa, began arriving about 500 years 
ago. The Tutsi gradually subjugated the Hutu inhabitants. They 
established a monarchy headed by a Mwami (king) and a feudal caste 
of nobles. The Tutsi reduced the Hutus to serfdom through a 
contract known as abuhake whereby the Hutu farmers obligated their 
services to the Tutsi lords in return for cattle and the use of 
pastures and arable land. 

4. In 1899, the court of the Mwami submitted to a German 
protectorate without resistance. Belgian troops from Zaire 
occupied Rwanda in 1916. From 1920, Rwanda formed part of Ruanda­
Urundi, administered by Belgium under a League of Nations mandate 
and latter as a UN Trust Territory. Reforms instituted by the 
Belgians in the 1950s encouraged the growth of democratic political 
institutions. Dissension between the majority Hutu and their 
former overlords the Tutsi led to a rebellion in 1959, resulting in 
an overthrow of the Tutsi monarchy. During the 1959, revolt and 
its aftermath more than 160,000 Tutsi fled to neighbouring 
countries and an estimated 20,000 were killed. A UN supervised 
referendum brought victory to the Party of Hutu Emancipation 
Movement (PARMEHUTU) in 1961. As a result internal autonomy was 
granted by Belgium on January 1, 1962 and in June, Belgian 
Trusteeship was terminated by the UN. Rwanda became independent 
effective 1 July 1962. 

5. From 1962 to 1973 the PARMEHUTU ruled with Gregoire 
Kayibanda as leader. As a Result of inefficiency and corruption, 
the public became disaffected with the party. A bloodless coup was 
led by MGen Juvenal Habyarima, after which all political activity 
was abolished. A national referendum in December 1978 approved a 
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new constitution, aimed at returning the country to normal 
government. In December 1983 Habyarima was elected president, and 
r~-elected in 1988. From 1982, cross border refugee problems have 
affected Rwandese relations with Uganda. In early July of 1990, 
after sharp declines in political and economic conditions, 
Habyarima conceded that political reform was necessary. In 
September of 1990, the Commission Nationale de Synthase was 
established, having a mandate to make recommendations for political 
renewal. 

F'o.9 e 4 

6. On October 1, 1990, an estimated force of 10,000 
guerillas representing the exiled Tutsi-dominated Front Patriotique 
Rwandais (FPR or Inkotanyi) crossed the border from Uganda into 
northeastern Rwanda. Numerically, the troops were dominated by 
Tutsi refugees, but there were also a number of disaffected 
elements of the Ugandan army. Belgian and French troops were 
dispatched in response to a request for assistance. They did not 
engage in combat as the small Rwandese army, with help from Zaire, 
turned back the assault. The Rwandese government declared victory 
in November, however, the FPR now adopted guerilla tactics. 
Attacks occurr.ed in border areas in the north and northwest, 
initiated from camps in Uganda. This raised accusations, which 
were denied, that Uganda was supporting the FPR. The conflict 
continued through 1991 and 1992 with a cease-fire reported in late 
March 1993. Under the truce, the rebel force gave up half the 
territory it controlled so that displaced civilians could go home. 
A 19 km wide demilitarized zone has been set up. On 4 August 1993, 
the Arusha Peace Agreement was signed and called for a UN lead 
International Neutral Force to come and assist in the 22 month 
peace process. 

PEOPLE 

7. Population. 
2 

Population of Rwanda is 7, 34 7, 000 with a 
density of 279 per km • 

8. Ethnic Division. The indigenous population consists of 
three ethnic groups. They are the Tutsi 9%, Hutu 90% and Twa 1%. 
The Tutsi are a pastoral people who raise cattle. They are of 
Nilotic origin and are also known as TUssi, Batusi and Watusi. The 
Hutu are farmers of Bantu origin. They are also known as the 
Bahutu and Wakhutu. The Twa are pygmies and hunters. They are 
thought to be the remnants of the regions earliest settlers. 

9. Language. The official languages are French and 
Kinyarwanda. The Kiswahili tongue is widely used in commerce. 
Kinyarwanda is a complex Bantu language and is spoken in the same 
manner by all Rwandese. The Rwanda Patriotic Front members are 
generally English speaking. 

10. Religion. About 45% of the population follow traditional 
beliefs. These beliefs include a supreme being called !mana. 
Roman Catholics make up 45% of the population and 9% are 
Protestant. Less than 1% of the population are Muslim. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

11. 
available 
total of 
0.3:1000. 
are: 

Public Health. Health care is not free and nQt widely 
outside the capital. Rwanda has 232 hospitals, with a 
7, 882 beds. The ratio of physicians per capita is 

The leading causes of death (per 100,000 population) 

a. complications of pregnancy, childbrith, and birth 
injury, 192.4: 

b. infectious and parasitic disease, 11.8: 

c. disease of the nervous system, 10.1: and 

e. accidents poisoning, and violence, 5.2. 

12. Health Concerns: 

a. Contagious pis eases. The following are commonly 
occurring contagious diseases malaria, typhoid, 
sleeping sickness, pneumonia, tuberculosis, 
dysentery, diphtheria, and meningitis: and 

b. Additional Health Concerns. Personal medication 
should be carried by each individual. There is a 
distinct lack of medical services in Rwanda. Aids 
is estimated to infect 80% of the prostitutes in 
Rwanda. Clean needles are scarce and if injections 
are required it is advised to bring syringes. 

13. Life Expectancy/Oeathrate: 

a. Male Life Expectancy. Life expectancy at birth for 
males is 49 years;· 

b. Female Life Expectancy. Life expectancy at birth 
for females is 53 years; 

c. Birthrate. The birthrate is 51.2 per 1,000: 

d. Deathrate. The deathrate is 17.2 per 1,000: and 

e. Infant Mortality Rate. The infant mortality rate 
is 117 per 1,000. 

14. Education. The percentage of the total government 
expenditure spent on education is 25.4%. Rwanda has compulsory 
education beginning at seven years of age and lasting for eight 
years. secondary education which is not compulsory, begins at the 
age of 15 and lasts for a further six years, comprising two equal 
cycles of three years. Enrolment in 1989 was estimated at 65% for 
primary school and only 7% for secondary schools. Rwanda has a 
University with campuses at Butare Kigali and Ruhengeri. The 



i_~n"" 1 t .:-d t-~ •J. 1:- 1 0 n ::- F ·~ .• :,. :=. i 1n i I .:- ::;:; ':I =· 1.:- .:- ff• - T h 1-~ Cl c t.:. 
14 2::·: '-:1·~: ~·'2 1·~·~::. 

average rate of adult literacy is estimated at 49.8%. 

l:.h Economic Background. Agriculture accounts for 46% of 
Rwanda's GOP, and employs an estimated 91% of the labour force. 
About 95% of the total value of agricultural production is provided 
by subsistence crops. The two major cash crops are coffee and tea 
which accounted for 59% and 24.5% respectively of the total export 
earning in 1991. The industrial sector follows the usual pattern 
for the less developed African states, and food based industries 
predominate. There are small textile, chemical and engineering, 
cement and match factories. There are also other enterprises based 
on transistors, plastic footwear, and agricultural tools. Rwanda 
also has a small mining (tin, tungsten, gold) , and forestry 
industry. Imports to Rwanda include machinery, transport 
equipment, fuels and lubricants, and construction materials. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

TERRAIN 

1. Geography. Rwanda is in east-central Africa. The 
country slopes gradually from a mountain range in the west 
to a lowland plain in the east. The mountain range includes 
a chain of volcanoes in the northwest. West of the 
mountains the land falls sharply to Lac Kivu. A plateau in 
the centre of the country is covered in steep hills. The 
average elevation in Rwanda is 2000m. The mountain range in 
the west forms the Nile-Congo Divide. Rivers to the east 
flow to the Nile and those on the west feed the Niger. 
There are nine large lakes in Rwanda six of which are 
totally within the borders. Vegetation varies from tropical 
forests in the west to savannah grasslands in the east. 
There are also considerable marshlands in the low lying 
areas. The soils vary also from rich volcanic soils in the 
west to poor, gravelly soils in the east. The climate is 
mild despite the latitude and high elevation of the country. 
The year is divided into two rainy seasons and one dry 
season. 

2. Infrastructure. Rwanda has a relatively dense 
road network by African standards with 1200 km of paved 
roads. There are eight airports in the country, three of 
which have commercial flights. International traffic enters 
via Kigali, the capital. A ferry service operates on Lac 
Kivu on a north-south route. Electrical and communications 
facilities are adequate however potable water, adequate 
sewage disposal, and medical facilities are scarce outside 
the capital. 

3. Deductions. Generally, with reference to 
mobility, and observation and fire, the terrain favours 
military operations in the east and is less favourable in 
the west. Observation may be hindered in the dry season by 
dust and smoke. Cover and concealment is limited in the 
east and increases in the west. Cross Country Movement is 
extremely limited in the mountains and is reduced in the 
plateau by the practice of terracing on the hills. During 
the wet season conditions will deteriorate especially in the 
low-lying areas. River crossings may be affected during the 
rainy season due to local flooding. canadian units deployed 
to this area must be self-sufficient in electrical power, 
water, sewage disposal, medical, and communications 
services. 

1/25 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Thu Oc~ 14 22:12:21 1993 

UNCLASSIFIED 

INTRODUCTION 

4. Aim. This aim of this report is to provide a 
Strategic Geographic Intelligence Report of the Republic of 
Rwanda (Rwanda) (see Figure 1}. 

5. General. This document provides a basic 
description of the geographic characteristics of Rwanda. 
This report is divided into three specific parts: Terrain, 
Weather, and Sociology. 

6. Limiting Considerations. This report was prepared 
primarily using historical reference material, documents, 
maps, charts, and various technical references. Because the 
material available is dated, some of the details enclosed 
could be inaccurate or incomplete. The Mapping and Charting 
Establishment, Terrain Analysis Section will welcome any 
comments that could update or improve this report 
(613-995-6526). 
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PART I - TERRAIN 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA 

7. Rwanda is in east central Africa between Sl 0 3' and 
S2°40', and E28°53' and E30°4'. It is bordered on the north 
by Uganda, on the east by Tanzania, on the south by Burundi 
and on the west by Zaire (See Figure 2). Rwanda covers an 
area of 26,338 km 2 , about half the size of Nova Scotia. 

TERRAIN - NATURAL FEATURES 

8. Physiogr~phic Regions. Rwanda can be divided into 
four different regions: the Congo-Nile Divide Mountains, the 
Rift Valley, the High Plateau, and the Lowlands Plain (see 
Figure 3). 

a. Congo-Nile Divide Mountains. The mountains, which 
run north to south, form the divide between the 
Nile Congo drainage basins. The northern portion 
of the mountains is dominated by the Virunga chain 
of volcanoes. The highest peak in this chain is 
Karisimbi at 4,519 m. The mountains are steep, 
heavily dissected and interspersed by deep 
valleys, the bottoms of which could be marshy. 

b. Rift Valley. To the west of the mountains is the 
Rift Valley which was formed when the land between 
two faults fell. The land drops off sharply from 
the mountains to Lac Kivu. The valley has been 
terraced by alluvial deposits. 

c. High Plateau. East of the mountains is the High 
Plateau. The plateau slopes gently eastward with 
an average elevation of 1700 m in the centre and 
about 1300 m in the east. The plateau is covered 
by numerous rolling hills. These hills have been 
formed by the erosion of softer material, and have 
exposed the heavily folded more resistant rock. 
They have steep slopes (>45%) and are over 100 m 
high. 

d. Lowlands Plain. East of the plateau is the 
Lowlands Plain. This plain slopes gently to the 
east, ending in a long marshy area. 

4/25 
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9. Drainage. Rwanda's drainage is divided into two 
drainage basins (see Figure 4). 

a. Ruzizi River. The western fifth of .the country 
drains into Lake Kivu which is itself drained by 
the Ruzizi River. Lake Kivu and the Ruzizi River 
form the western boundary with Zaire. Lake Kivu 
was formed when volcanic activity blocked the Rift 
Valley stoping the northward flow to the Nile. 
All drainage in this area now drains into the 
Zaire {Congo) River basin. The Ruzizi River is 
fast flowing and descends sharply to the south. 
The eastern border is formed by the Kagera River 
which flows through shifting papyrus swamps and 
continue along most of the eastern border. 

b. Nyabarongo River. The central area is drained by 
the Nyabarongo River and its main tributaries, the 
Akanyru, Nyabugogo, and the Mukungwa. The 
Nyabarongo flows north through a deep valley in 
the mountain foothills. In the foothills the 
river changes course flowing southeast across the 
central plateau before joining the Kagera River at 
the southeastern border. The Akanyru river forms 
part of the southern border with Burundi before 
flowing north into the Nyabarongo. The segment of 
the Akanyru north of the border as well as the 
Nyabarongo south of the confluence, flow through 
broad marshy valleys. Of the nations nine large 
lakes, six are entirely within the national 
boundaries: Ruhondo, Muhazi, Magasera, Ihema, 
Rwanye, and Burera; while three, Rweru, Cyohoha 
and Kivu, are shared with its neighbours. Lake 
Kivu is the highest lake in Africa as well as 
being extremely deep. The lake has an average 
depth of 200 rn and a maximum depth of 478 m. 

10. Vegetation. Land use in Rwanda is 35% cultivated, 
20% pasture, 11% forests, 25% savannah and the remaining 9% 
is water. 

a. Forest. Forest covers approximately 1,502 kmz, 
concentrated along the top of the Nile-Congo 
divide and on the volcanic mountains of the 
northwest. Forest canopy closure is dense (75-
100%) with storeyed undergrowth. Erosion and 
clear cutting have seriously depleted Rwandas 
original forests. Bamboo thickets are found in 
the higher elevations of the volcanic region. 
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b. Savannas. Savannas (a grassland region) with 
scattered thickets of thorn trees and cactus like 
plants are in the northwest in the Kagera National 
Park. The central plateau is occupied by grassy 
savannas, often broken for agriculture or left 
fallow for pasture. The savannah grass can grow 
to heights of three metres but flattens to a brown 
mat during the dry season. The thickets of thorn 
trees have a canopy closure of 50-75% and are 2 to 
5 m high. 

c. Swamps. In the east along the border are enormous 
papyrus swamps which are constantly shifting. The 
papyrus is extremely dense and grows to a height 
of 4 m. Some of these swamps, as well as those in 
the valleys, have been reclaimed for rice and 
sugar cane. 

d. Agricultural. The two most fertile agricultural 
regions in the country are the mountains forming 
the Nile-Congo watershed and the central plateau. 
On the plateau it is normally possible to grow two 
crops a year. The principal food crops are 
bananas, sweet potatoes, cassava, sorghum and 
beans. The principal export crops are coffee and 
tea. The tea estates of northern Rwanda have been 
abandoned due to the exodus of people and the 
plantations are becoming overgrown with brush. 

11. Surface Materials. Soils in Rwanda generally 
differ with the four regions. 

a. Congo-Nile Divide. Soils in the Congo-Nile Divide 
are generally of volcanic origin and consist of 
stony silts and clays of low plasticity. In the 
forested areas there is a thick surface layer of 
decaying vegetable matter or humus. Soils beneath 
this layer are hard clays. Clear-cutting rapidly 
degrades the quality of the surface layer, leaving 
poor agricultural soil. In the extreme north the 
soils are relatively new and well drained. This 
soil is unsuitable for cultivation and, when wet, 
could also reduce cross-country mobility. 

b. High Plateau. Soils in the High Plateau are the 
best suited for agriculture as they hold moisture 
well. The soils however, are fine grained and 
erode easily from the many hills. The hills are 
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now terraced to prevent erosion. This will 
present an obstacle to cross-country movement. 

c. Rift Valley. Soils in the Rift Valley are similar 
to those in the High Plateau. 

d. Lowlands Plain. East of the hills of the plateau, 
the soils become less fertile due to the leaching 
of nutrients. The poor quality of the soil makes 
it difficult to grow any type of cover. The silts 
become interspersed with gravel further east. 
Soils over most of the Lowlands Plain are hard 
packed sands with areas of clay and gravel. Cross 
country movement in these areas is good but 
becomes dusty in the dry season. In the eastern 
Lowlands Plain the soils are very moist and 
organic. Cross country-movement is extremely 
difficult in this area. 

MANMADE FEATURES 

12. Population Centres. Although the population 
density of Rwanda is the highest in sub-Saharan Africa (320 
per km 2 ) only 5.4% of the population live in urban centres. 
The few urban concentrations are grouped around the 
administrative centres of the ten prefectures. (see Figure 5) 
Only four of these centres have populations which exceed 
20,000. These cities are: Kigali 232,733, Ruhengeri 29,578, 
Butare 28,265 and Gisenyi 21,918. 

13. Rural Areas. The populace of this country is 
94.6% rural. Dwellings in Rwanda are not clustered together 
in compact villages but instead are disposed in familial 
groups, for which a hill serves as the basic unit. Each 
place of habitation is surrounded by an enclosure formed by 
a hedge, or palisade. The enclosure extends rearward in 
circular sections. Each section shelters a family in order 
of importance. In the past, huts were made of an interlaced 
frame covered with straw. This style has been replaced by 
clay or brick rectangular houses with a roof of tiles or 
sheet iron. 

10/25 

UNCLASSIFIED 

f 



- Tt-.u 22:12:21 l':;o93 

UNCLASSIFIED 

j 
! ;' ' UGANDA ,r•·-·.;;r·-·,...... 
; 1 \ 
·, ! \ i .. ~ .. . .,.... ,. \ ,.. .. / ~ 

r··-·;f···'·--~1~-. ) tl'./ \ 
-· ' •<r& . •.•. ·-
• Gisenyl '-"" l=luhengeri \" By~.rnba w·.... .,i 

(?:l< •!) t"IGG,112) \ • tlBlJSOO ' 
,697) 'r' ,.,1' • \----J \ i., 

I \ ' :·-..... j ·, -·1 \ ,--· I -· . ; '· ---· ;' ---->-, 
/ '~ I '" '·--- I ' V\1 -..., ~-' i 

Ki>IJYO 7 e ~ IQQAU •: /:.i'~ 
(470 747) ( Gltar ~ (1,156,651) \ 

' · ama ., • 
·- f'i ,t<;) (851,516) / ~\ I, 

"r' ,/' ' ' ' ' 
,. \ ; ' ---.! '• 

·· \,·• r./·-•. i ' e i 
) ·-· --· ' ' ( \ /·'t \ Kibuf"';jo /. 

·, \ G ·• I •• "'' f"r·.... (655,368) ! 
·\ tonooro ,. 1 · \ 

1 

,. 

TANZANIA 
ZAIRE 

! .... ,____ ', ... ,580)// i "-···-·'"' ,) '·· i .•. , l 1 e r • •• ---:;-::-:::=----
., ,· .t~./ 8 ,· ! LEO / \ c utare 1 •' I!ND ' ' ) (?66,93~ i -' ----- F'refectores 

., , -----· ' j { Piqura 5 . , ____ ( •.• ___ .... -· BURUNDI L::' • F'refectore Copltlll p ; 1 , 1 Pref oct..-es 

opulation _Centres . Population 1991 

11/25 

UNCLASSIFIED 



I 

UNCLASSIFIED 

14. Transportation -Ground. Rwanda's road network is 
one of the densest in Africa. In 1990 there was 13,173 krn 
of road, 9% of it paved (see Figure 6) . The majority of 
paved roads radiate from Kigali. Mud or snow . tires are 
useful on the dirt roads during the rainy season. Air and 
fuel filters must be changed frequently in the dry season. 
Paved roads include: 

a. Kigali to Kampala, Uganda through Byurnba; 

b. Kigali to Rusumo, Tanzania; 

c. Kigali to Bujumbara, Burundi through Gitarama and 
Butare; 

d. Kigali to Goma, Zaire through Ruhengeri and 
Gisenyi; and 

e. Cyangugu to Bujumbura, Burundi through Bugarama. 

15. Transportation - Air. There are 3 airports with 
hard-surfaced runways, and 5 airfields with soft-surfaced 
runways in Rwanda. (see Figure 7 and Table 1). 
International flights enter and depart via Kigali. 
Internally Air Rwanda flies from Kigali to Gisenyi and 
Kamembe. There are six flights a week to Kamembe and twice 
weekly flights to Gisenyi. There is a weekly flight between 
Kamembe and Gisenyi. 

AIRPORT FACILITIES - RWANDA 

SER :oiAM£ LAT LONG EL AZ LEN \\1D'nl SllRFACt: RE!YIARK 
s 

01 Butare 02'37' 29'44' 1779 unk unk unk ~3nh NDIJ 

02 Gnlto 02'13' 30'12' 1500 link unk unk znn NIA 

03 O~biro 01'33' 30'23' 1465 unk unk unJ( I!'UII NIA 

04 Oisrnyi 01 '41 ' 29"15' 1554 19 1000 23 A•phAII NOll 

OS Kakillln~bia 0! '04' 30'27' 1300 unk 34(10 unk UnA Ni l\ 

06 Kamembe 02'27' '28'54' 1591 20 1507 45 A•phn11 Nl>ll 

07 Kiaali 01'58' 30'08' 1491 28 3440 4~ "'phalt VORW-

DME 
NUD 

08 I Ruhcn1rn 01'30' 29'38 ' 1878 unk sao unk !Ifill NOD I 

Table 1 
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16. Transportation - Water. Lac Kivu is navigable 
and, although there are no major ports, a small ferry 
travels the lake. The ferry's route runs between Gisenyi 
and Cyangugu with stops at three villages along the shore. 
The ferry leaves Cyangugu on Mondays and Thursdays and 
Gisenyi on Wednesdays and Saturdays. All departures are at 
0600 hrs and the trip takes about 6 hours. 

17. Communications. The communications facilities in l 
Rwanda are currently being expanded. They consist of the ~ 
following: 

a. Television. A television service was scheduled to 
begin in December 1992. No information is 
available on the number of stations or televisions 
currently in Rwanda; 

b. Radio. There are 2 AM stations and 5 FM stations 
in Rwanda. They serve 630,000 radio sets, or 
about one radio per 11 people; 

c. Newspapers. Rwanda has 1 national daily newspaper 
with a circulation of 14 copies per 1000 people; 

d. Telecommunications. Telephone services for 
national and international use are generally 
adequate. There are approximately 14,136 
telephones in Rwanda, or about one telephone per 
506 people. The area code is 250; and 

e. Satellite Earth Stations. There are 2 satellite­
earth stations in Rwanda. One is an Indian Ocean 
Intelsat and one Symphonic. 

18. Water Supply. There is an abundant water supply 
however all drinking water should be treated as many 
tropical diseases are endemic. Access to safe water is 
available to 49% of the population. 

19. Sewage Disposal. Sewage disposal is generally 
poor and no treatment plants are used. A few homes in 
Rwanda are on septic systems. These houses are of European 
design and are used primarily by embassy staff. ~ 
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PART II - WEATHER 

GENERAL 

20. The climate of Rwanda is typically mild 
greatly influenced by altitude. Although only 2° 
the equator, the high elevation makes the climate 

PRECIPITATION 

! 
and is \ 
south of 
temperate. 

21. Precipitation throughout Rwanda varies by more ~ 
than 700 mm (see Figure 8). Precipitation increases I 
westward as altitude increases. Sleet and snow occur in the j' 
higher elevations of the Virunga volcanoes. Rwanda has two 
rainy seasons, from February to May and from November to 
December. 

TEMPERATURE 

22. The average annual temperature for Rwanda is 
19.7°C. This, however, does not reflect the variations in 
the different regions. The three thermatic regions are 
based on mean monthly temperature variations. These 
variations are recorded during the daylight hours only. The 
three thermatic regions are: 

a. Below 1500 m. This area is primarily in the east 
but extends up the Nyabrongo River vall~y. 
Temperatures in this region rise over 13°C during the 
day. The absolute maximum is 33°C and absolute 
minimum is soc. The average annual temperature for 
the region is 21°Ci 

b. 1600-1900 m. This zone is one of transition 
between the low elevations and high elevations. The 
daily temperature variation in this zone is between 
10°C and 12°C. The mean annual temperature varies 
from 19°C at 1700 m to 17.5°C at 1900 m. The absolute 
maximum in this region is 31°C and the absolute 
minimum is 5°Ci and 

c. over 200Qm. The mean annual temperature in this 
zone is 15°C. Daily temperature variation is less 
than 10°C. The mean maximum temperature in this zone 
is 22°C with the mean low being 9°C. The absolute 
maximum is 30°C and the absolute minimum is -5°C. 
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VISIBILITY 

23. The best period of visibility is 1200 hrs year l round with a visibility of 16 km, 90% of the time. 
Visibility below 4 km occurs rarely but it usually occurs 
during the rainy season from February to March. Visibility 
in the mountains and foothills may be obscured in the 
morning due to fog. The fog clears rapidly though during 
the heat of the day. Other factors which may affect 
visibility occur during the dry season. At this time of 
year a fine dust hangs in the air. Also clouds of dust are 
raised by vehicle movement on unpaved roads. Farmers use 
the dry season to burn brush which creates localised clouds ~ 
of smoke. -~ 

~ 

CEILING 

24. Overcast days occur primarily during the rainy 
season, however, even on days of heavy rain, the skies often 
clear. Overcast days occur 51% of the time, usually after 
1700 hrs. 

WINDS 

25. The predominant wind direction is from the SE 
between February and November. Winds change to northerly 
during December and January. Light winds prevail and winds 
over 16 knots are rare except during thunderstorms. Local 
features such as hills and valleys may modify the general 
wind flow and produce winds peculiar to a particular 
locality. 

STORMS 

26. Thunderstorms occur on an average of 28 days per 
year. Frequency of thunderstorms is greatest between 
September and February. 

LIGHT DATA 

27. Daily light data can be made available by 
contacting the Mapping and Charting Establishment Terrain 
Analysis Section. 
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PART III - SOCIOLOGY 

GENERAL 

28. The Rwandese Republic is distinctive among bi-=k 
Africa both for the small size of the territory and for the 
density of the population. With an area of 26,338 km 2 and a 
population of 7,347,000 the density equals 279 persons per 
km~. 

29. The country has been engaged in civil war since 
October 1990, when a guerilla force comprised almost 
entirely of the minority Tutsi tribe invaded the country 
from neighbouring Uganda. An estimated 650,000 civilians 
have been displaced, primarily in the northeastern district 
of Byumba. 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

30. Unlike most African states, Rwanda and its 
southern neighbour Burundi were not an artificial creation 
of colonial rule. When it had been absorbed by German East 
Africa in 1899 it had been an established kingdom for 
several centuries. The Tutsi, cattle breeders from the Horn 
of Africa, began arriving about 500 years ago. The Tutsi 
gradually subjugated the Hutu inhabitants. They established 
a monarchy headed by a mwami {king) and a feudal caste of 
nobles. The Tutsi reduced the Hutus to serfdom through a 
contract known as abuhake whereby the Hutu farmers obligated 
their services to the Tutsi lords in return for cattle and 
the use of pastures and arable land. 

31. In 1899 the court of the mwami submitted to a 
German protectorate without resistance. Belgian troops from 
Zaire occupied Rwanda in 1916. From 1920, Rwanda formed 
part of Ruanda-Urundi, administered by Belgium under a 
League of Nations mandate and latter as a UN Trust 
Territory. Reforms instituted by the Belgians in the 1950s 
encouraged the growth of democratic political institutions. 
Dissension between the majority Hutu and their former 
overlords the Tutsi led to a rebellion in 1959, resulting in 
an overthrow of the Tutsi monarchy. During the 1959 revolt 
and its aftermath more than 160,000 Tutsi fled to 
neighbouring countries and an estimated 20,000 were killed. 
A UN supervised referendum brought victory to the Party of 
Hutu Emancipation Movement (PARMEHUTU) in 1961. As a result 
internal autonomy was granted by Belgium on January 1 1962 
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and in June Belgian Trusteeship was terminated by the UN. 
Rwanda became independent effective 1 July 1962. 

32. From 1962 to 1973 the PARMEHUTU ruled with 
Gregoire Kayibanda as leader. As a Result of inefficiency 
and corruption, the public became disaffected with the 
party. A bloodless coup was led by MGen Juvenal Habyarirna, 
after which all political activity was abolished. A 
national referendum in December 1978 approved a new 
constitution, aimed at returning the country to normal 
government. In December 1983 Habyarima was elected 
president, and re-elected in 1988. From 1982, cross border 
refugee problems have affected Rwandas relations with 
Uganda. In early July of 1990, after sharp declines in 
political and economic conditions, Habyarima conceded that 
political reform was necessary. In September of 1990 the 
Commission Nationale de synthese was established, having a 
mandate to make recommendations for political renewal. 

33. On October 1 1990 an estimated force of 10,000 
guerillas representing the exiled Tutsi-dominated Front 
Patriotique Rwandais (FPR or Inkotanyi) crossed the border 
from Uganda into northeastern Rwanda. Numerically, the 
troops were dominated by Tutsi refugees, but there were also 
a number of disaffected elements of the Ugandan army. 
Belgian and French troops were dispatched in response to a 
request for assistance. They did not engage in combat as 
the small Rwandan army, with help from Zaire, turned back 
the assault. The Rwandan government declared victory in 
November, however, the FPR now adopted guerilla tactics. 
Attacks occurred in border areas in the north and northwest, 
initiated from camps in Uganda. This raised accusations, 
which were denied, that Uganda was supporting the FPR. The 
conflict continued through 1991 and 1992 with a cease-fire 
reported in late March 1993. Under the truce, the rebel 
force gave up half the territory it controlled so that 
displaced civilians could go horne. A 19 km wide 
demilitarized zone has been set up but the villagers will 
not return. There are reports among them that the ~ 
government is deploying for a new campaign. ~ 

GOVERNMENT 

34. National Government. In June 1991 the new multi­
party constitution, together with legislation providing for 
the recognition of political parties entered into force. 
With the amendments to the constitution enacted in June 1991 
Rwanda is now a democracy. Elections are to be held every 
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five years and the president is limited to two five year 
terms. Elections were held on April 16 1993 and from this a 
broadly based coalition formed from five parties made up the 
government. Juvenal Habyarimana is still president but has 
relinquished his military title to comply with regulations 
prohibiting military involvement in government. Agathe 
Uwilingiyimana was appointed as Rwandas first woman prime 
minister on July 17 1993. She replaces Dismas Nsengiyaremye 
who had been prime minister since April 1992. 

35. Prefectures. Rwanda is divided into ten 
prefectures. Each prefecture takes the name of its chief 
town and is directed by a prefect. The prefect also 
administers the communes. 

36. Communes. The ten prefectures are sub-divided 
into 141 communes. Each commune is directed by a 
burgomaster (equivalent to mayor) and by an elected communal 
council. 

37. Defence. All armed services form part of the 
army. In June 1991 the total strength of the army was 
5,200. This included 200 air force personnel. In aadition 
there are paramilitary forces totalling 1,200 men. 

38. Rights. Prior to the elections Rwanda was 
classified as a not free country, with a negative rating of 
6 in civil and political rights (on a descending scale where 
1 is highest and 7 is lowest in rights). Reforms in the 
constitution are aimed at increasing rights. 

PEOPLE 

39. Population. Population of Rwanda is 7,347,000 
with a density of 279 per kmz. 

40. Ethnic Division. The indigenous population 
consists of three ethnic groups. They are the Tutsi 9%, 
Hutu 90% and Twa 1%. The Tutsi are a pastoral people who 
raise cattle. They are of Nilotic origin and are also known 
as Tussi, Batusi and Watusi. The Hutu are farmers of Bantu 
origin. They are also known as the Bahutu and Wakhutu. The 
Twa are pygmies and are hunters. They are thought to be the 
remnants of the regions earliest settlers. 
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41. Language. The official languages are French and 
Kinyarwanda. The Kiswahili tongue is widely used in 
commerce. Kinyarwanda is a complex Bantu language and is 
spoken in the same manner by all Rwandans. 

42. Religion. About 45% of the population follow 
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traditional beliefs. These beliefs include a supreme being 
called Imana. Roman Catholics make up 45% of the population 
and 9% are Protestant. Less than 1% of the population are ~ 
Muslim. ___.J 

DEVELOPMENT 

43. Public Health. Health care is not free and not 
widely available outside the capital. Rwanda has 232 
hospitals, with a total of 7,882 beds. The ratio of 
physicians per capita is 0.3:1000. The leading causes of 
death (per 100,000 population) are: 

a. complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and birth 
injury, 192.4; 

b. infectious and parasitic diseases, 11.8; 

c. disease of the digestive system, 10.3; 

d. disease of the nervous system, 10.1; 

e. accidents poisoning, and violence, 5.2. 

44. Health Concerns: 

a. Contagious Diseases. The following are commonly 
occurring contagious diseases malaria, typhoid, 
sleeping sickness, pneumonia, tuberculosis, 
dysentery, diphtheria, and meningitis; and 

b. Additional Health Concerns. Personal medication 
should be carried by each individual. There is a 
distinct lack of medical services in Rwanda. Aids 
is estimated to infect 80% of the prostitutes in 
Rwanda. Clean needles are scarce and if 
injections are required it is advised to bring 
syringes. 
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45. Life Expectancy/Deathrate: 

a. Male Life Expectancy. Life expectancy at birth 
for males is 49 years; 

b. Female Life Expectancy. Life expectancy at birth 
for females is 53 years; 

c. Birthrate. The birthrate is 51.2 per 1,000; 

d. Qeathrate. The deathrate is 17.2 per 1,000; and 

e. Infant Mortality Rate. The infant mortality rate 
is 117 per 1,000. 

-~ 

46. Education. The percentage of the total government 
expenditure spent on education is 25.4%. Rwanda has 
compulsory education beginning at seven years of age and 
lasting for eight years. Secondary education which is not 
compulsory, begins at the age of 15 and lasts for a further 
six years, comprising two equal cycles of three years. 
Enrolment in 1989 was estimated at 65% for primary school 
and only 7% for secondary schools. Rwanda has a University 
with campuses at Butare and Ruhengeri. The average rate of _j 
adult literacy is estimated at 49.8%. 

47. Economy: 

a. Economic Background. Agriculture accounts for 46% 
of Rwanda's GOP, and employs an estimated 91% of 
the labour force. About 95% of the total value of 
agricultural production is provided by subsistence 
crops. The two major cash crops are coffee and 
tea which accounted for 59% and 24.5% respectively 
of the total export earnings in 1991. The 
industrial sector follows the usual pattern for 
the less developed African states, and food based 
industries predominate. There are small textile, 
chemical and engineering, cement and match 
factories. There are also other enterprises based 
on transistors, plastic footwear, and agricultural 
tools. Rwanda also has a small mining (tin, 
tungsten, gold), and forestry industry. Imports 
to Rwanda include machinery, transport equipment, 
fuels and lubricants, and construction materials. 
The trade deficit is $US 119,000,000 (1989). 
Legal tender is the Rwandan Franc which traded at 
140.21 per U.S. dollar in October 1992. 

b. Economic Distribution. The per capita income for 
Rwanda is about $US 700. Sources of income are: 
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self-employment 71%, salary and wages 16.5% and 
transfers 9.5%. The GNP was $US 2.214 billion in 
1990. This breaks down to $US 310 per capita. 

Recent Economic Developments. Rwanda is pinning 
hopes for increased economic growth on the 
expansion of the tourist industry. Tourism is 
centred on a group of mountain gorillas in the 
Virunga Mts made famous by the movie "Gorillas in 
the Mist". However there is continued insecurity 
resulting from the guerillas in the north. Recent 
negotiations with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have resulted in several new agreements. 
Rwanda has agreed to the devaluation of the 
Rwandan Franc by 40%, the introduction of a more 
liberal system of import licensing, increases in 
import taxes, other tax changes and new credit and 
interest rate policies. In 1991 foreign aid 
amounted to more than $170 million u.s. including 
money from the European Community (EC), IMF, the 
USA and Belgium. 

48. Power Sources. Rwanda's main source of power is 
hydroelectric. In 1990 54% of Rwanda's electricity 
requirements were imported primarily from Zaire. In 1980 
only about 10% of Rwandas hydroelectric potential had been 
harnessed. Two new power stations on the Rusumo and Ruzizi 
rivers are under construction. Reserves of peat and methane 
are being considered for additional sources of energy. 

TRAVEL NOTES 

49. Prior to travel in Rwanda, inoculations for yellow 
fever are mandatory and inoculations for tetanus, polio, 
hepatitis and cholera are recommended. Drink bottled water 
only. Wash all fresh fruit and vegetables with a weak 
iodine solution. Adequate medical facilities are not 
available outside the capital. Methods of treatment differ 
from those in Canada. Common medications may not be 
available from local sources. Prescription medications 
should be purchased before arrival. Do not swim in still 
water because of snails which carry bilharzia (a parasitic 
disease) . 
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OUTGOING FACSIMILE 

DATE: 11 OCTOBER 1993 ,U 
TO: DALLAIRE, CMO FRO~ARIL FOR ANNA~,~ 

r--
UNOMUR UNATIONS, NEW YOR 

FAX NO: 256-41-244801 FAX NO: (212) 963-4879 
INMARSAT: 

~UBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF MILITARY PERSONNEL IN RWANDA-UNAMIR 

ATTN: CAO ROOM N0.3650, EXT: 3721 

JTAL NUMBER OF TRANSMITTED PAGES INCLUDING THIS ONE: 1 

1. IT HAS BEEN PLANNED THAT BRIG. GEN. DALLAIRE ALONG WITH ONE 
LT. COL. AND THREE MAJ TO BE REDEPLOYED IN RWANDA BY 18 OCTOBER 
1993. 

2. COL. TICOKA IS ALSO EXPECTED TO BE DEPLOYED BY THE SAME 
DATE. • 
3. BANGLADESH AND NETHERLANDS HAVE AGREED TO THE PROPOSED 
REDEPLOYMENT OF THEIR MILITARY OBSERVERS/STAFF OFFICERS TO 
RWANDA. CANADA HAS ONLY APPROVED THE REDEPLOYMENT OF BRIG. GEN. 
DALLAIRE AND MAJ. BEARDSLEY. 

4. WE ARE AWAITING REPLY FROM BRAZIL, HUNGARY, SENEGAL AND 
ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA HAS REGRETTED THE REQUEST. 

5. PLEASE SELECT OFFICERS FROM THE COUNTRIES THAT HAS APPROVED 
THE REQUEST OR ARE AWAITING CONFIRMATION FOR REDEPLOYMENT AND 
INFORM THIS OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. KEEP ALL THE SELECTED 
OFFICERS ON STAND-BY, TO BE DESPATCHED ONLY AFTER CONFIRMATION 
FROM THIS OFFICE. 

6. A BRIEF GUIDELINES FOR THE OBSERVERS WILL FOLLOW SHORTLY. 

REGARDS 

/Q. ocT t~93 44f . 
Cc · CHO 

'UCHO 
{_/A-/I 




