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1. Enclosed, please find the draft text of the Secretary-General's message to the African
Governance Forum in Addis Ababa, 11-12 July 1997, drafted by myself, based on input
from UNDP and DPA, and incorporating changes made by Ms. Lindenmayer, Mr. Knuttson
and Mr. Mahmoud of DPA.

2. The SG has agreed to video-tape the message on 7 July, which is why the final next is
needed by the morning of Thursday, 3 July for the technicians to install.

3. If possible, the SG should have the opportunity to review the text before that time.
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

STATEMENT TO THE

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to greet you at this African

Governance Forum. You have assembled to find new and

more effective ways to implement good governance throughout

our Continent. You have recognized that there is no single

issue of greater importance to either the economic or the
•>

political future of Africa. It needs and deserves your full and

lasting attention.



Good governance is the condition for sustainable

development. It promotes the most salient features of a free

and prosperous society: social justice, transparency,

accountability in the management of public affairs.

Most importantly, good governance demands the consent

and the participation of the governed. It represents inclusion

at all levels of government, ensuring that most fundamental

feature of a successful society: the full and lasting involvement

of all citizens in the future of their nation. Good governance

and democracy, therefore, are indivisible.



I have been deeply gratified by the movement towards

good governance that is taking place in Africa today. We are

witnessing, I believe, a new wave of progress in Africa, based

on peace, democracy, human rights and sustainable

development. Together, these four principles form the pillars

of good governance.

The success of this new wave begins with a single and

simple proposition ~ the will of the people. The will of the

people must be the basis of governmental authority in Africa,

and governments, duly elected, must not be overthrown by

force. That is the foundation of democracy. That is the

foundation of good governance.



We Africans have over the last decades paid a high price

for the absence of good governance in many parts of the

continent.

Too often, our efforts had to be directed at emergencies

and not at long-term growth, development and stability. Too

often, resources have been used for post-conflict

reconstruction instead of for conflict-prevention mechanisms.

Too often, we are starting from scratch when we should be

building on earlier achievements and consolidating progress in

development.

What recent years have taught us, however, is that once

there is a lasting peace to build on — and once good

governance is a fact of Jife » the prospects for social and

economic progress become real and tangible.



In your efforts to make good governance a promise as

well as a reality, yoe are not alone. Today, a new partnership

is possible ~ a partnership that will join the efforts of the

international community, the commitment of national

governments and the energy and initiative of civil society.

The last decade has seen an explosion in the activities of

non-governmental organizations, from religious groups to

grass-roots associations to private sector businesses.

I urge you to seize this great opportunity of a truly

universal effort for progress. Make the United Nations

agencies, as well as civil society, integral partners in your

efforts to Improve institutional structures and strengthen the

rule of law.



The United Nations, through its System-Wide Special

Initiative for Africa, stands ready and committed to improve

our service and engage your governments in your bi-lateral

and multi-lateral relations with donors and international

agencies.

The United Nations Centre for Peace and Disarmament

can offer important advice and assistance to African countries

in the struggle to remove the gun from African politics — the

basic condition of good governance.

Good governance will give every citizen, young or old,

man or woman, a real and lasting stake in the future of their

country ~ politically, economically, and socially. With that

stake in their minds aiul hearts, there are no limits to what

the peoples of Africa can achieve.



The establishment of this forum ~ bringing together

government ministers, NGOs and regional organizations

directly engaged in governance — is an auspicious testament to

the desire for a better, more prosperous future for all of

I wish you all success in your deliberations.




