
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

30 November 2009 

Dear Mr. Lehohla, 

I wish to thank you for your thoughtful letter of 21 September 2009 
in which you raise a number of concerns about the new Global Impact and 
Vulnerability Alert System (GIVAS). I am grateful for your engagement on this 
matter and your reflection on specific elements of this initiative. 

I would like to underscore that GIV AS is not envisaged as a "new global 
data collection system" as you suggest in your letter. Instead, GIV AS will work 
through existing systems to collect, collate and highlight data. It will draw on 
data already prepared under extant bilateral and multilateral institutions and 
monitoring efforts. In some cases, these efforts may need to increase their 
frequency and reduce the lag with which they report in order to provide the kind 
of information that will allow GIV AS to add value to our early-warning systems 
on emerging vulnerabilities. This may necessitate innovative data collection 
methodologies, new technologies and advanced screening protocols. 
In other cases, existing systems may need to collect new information that has not 
been previously reported. But in all cases, existing data collection systems will be 
used to provide input to GIVAS. 

We are in the process of hiring the Project Director and supporting 
staff for the GIV AS team. Once he or she is appointed, I would encourage 
you to engage with him or her at your earliest convenience. In the meantime, 
I would encourage you to raise any further concerns you may have with the 

Deputy Secretary-General, who is leading the GIVAS effort on my behalf. 

I would like to take this opportunity to renew my thanks and express 
my highest consideration for the good work that you do as the Chair of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission. 

Mr. Pali Lehohla 
Chair of the United Nations 

Statistical Commission 
Pretoria 

Yours sincerely, 
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21 September 2009 

s�cretary-General of United Nations 
His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations · 

New York 
NY 10017 

His Excc1lcncy, Ban .ki-moon 

As the Chair of the United Nations Statistical Commission, I wish[() draw his 
Excellency's attention to a matter of serious concern tor Government Statisticians of UN 
member slates: Your initiative to 1aunch a Global Impact and Vulnerability Alert System 
<.iiV AS) inch1des elements that amount to 'w!Uit could be tenne a new ' lobal data 

collection system'. 

As ym.� arc uware, matters or glo al data collection fall un er the mandate of the UN 
Statistical c:ommission. I-n fact, tne l;;�emmission l1as been working nar<J over tfie lasr 
aecaoe to improve the av:ailability of data ior dccjsion makers at nalion.al and global 
le.vels lo base their policy decision making on facts. ln particular, with respect to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG's) progress has b�en made, thanks to extensive 
rncthodologicaJ work and focused rechnical assistance programmes, under the guidance 
of the Statistical Commision. To give only one specific example, I am pleased to inform 
Yl)Ll thnt a si!:,'llilicm1tly increased numb�r ,>f African countries are committed to conduct a 

c�nsus in the 2010 round of Population and Housing Censuses. 

We, as professional statistician, certainly agree wilh your assessment, that to address 
burning wnrld prob]ems .such ns global warming and climate change, financial and 
economic criso�, gender equality and empowennent. better and more timely information 
is needed and we are grateful for your focus on measurcmcn:l. W stand"l'eady to provide 
you witn our fufl professional supporr. Howey__er, in..our view, his ExceJlcncy's tenns of 
reference on �he course for GTV AS, unforlunatcly has Lhe potential to undenni e 

statistical progres� m::�Je so far; Creating another ins.tn1mcnt f<>r u complex task, 
especially hurriedly, can only create duplication rhat is ultimately very expensive and less 
prO<luctivc. At best it would crcat� contlict of numbers at th� global level. We have been 
thwugh thi� wiLh the Human Developmenl.lndex and continue with this difficulty 
regard1ng the MDGs. Indeed, G.IYAS would not ligfi_ten our b.:urden. 
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May 1 sugg__esl that the UN Smtistical Commission engages these concerns from a 
profeSsional measuren1ent point of view and be given the space ro o so,-before an data 
collection activities are launched under the GIV AS initiative. J am confident that the 
meeting of Chief Govcmmt.'Tlt Statisticians of UN member states, will be the adequate 
forum to advise you. how existing information around the globe, can be bettec harvested 
and used to meet your policy net=ds. 

l trust thal His Excellency, the Secretary-General of lhe United Nations will take a 
moment to ponder the gravity of the points 1 have presented before him_ 

Pali Lehohla 

/·'"") 
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/ ' e-·-t-� l- .{/ 1_ - -lf/ 
1 Stalistician-Ocneral South Africa 

Chair of 1.he United .Nations Statistics Commission. 
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Note No: 246/2009 

The Pennanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United 
Nations presents its compliments to the Office of the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and has the honour to forward the attached letter 

from Mr, Pali Lehohla, Statistician-General of the Republic of South 
Africa, in his capacity as the Chair of the United Nation Statistics 
Commission. 

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United 
Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurances of its highest 
considerations. 

New York 
22 September 2009 

Office ofthe Secretary-General 
Of the United Nations 
New York 
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21 September 2009 

Secretary-General of United Nations 
His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations 
New York 
NY 10017 

I-lis Excellency, Ban Ki-moon 

As the Chair of the United Nations Statistical Commissi on, I wish to draw his 
Excellency's attention to a matter of serious concern for Government Statisticians of UN 
member states: Your initiative to launch a Global Impact and Vulnerability Alert System 
(GIVAS) includes elements that amount to what could be termed a new 'global data 
collection system'. 

As you arc aware, matters of global data collection fall under the mandate of the UN 
Statistical Commission. In fact, the Commission has been working hard over the last 
decade to improve the availability of data for decision makers at national and global 
levels to base thei r policy decision making on facts. In particular, with respect to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDCT's) progress has been made, thanks to extensive 
methodological work and ftlCUsed technical assistance programn1es, under the guidance 
of the Statistical Commision. ·ro give only one sp ecific example, I am pleased to inform 
you that a significantly increased number of African countries arc committed to conduct a 

census in the 20 I 0 round of Population and Housing Censuses. 

We, as professional statistician, certainly agree with your assessment, that to address 
burning world problems such as global warming and climate change, financial and 
economic crises, gender equality and cmpowcnnent, better and more timely information 
is needed and we arc grateful for your focus on measurement. We stand ready to provide 
you with our full professional support. However, in our view, his Excellency's terms of 
reference on the course for GlVAS, unrortunately has the potential to undermine 
statistical progress made so far: Creat in g another instrument for a complex task, 
especially huni edly, can only create duplication that is ultimately.· very expensive and less 
productive. At best it wou ld create cont1ict of numbers at the global level. We have been 
through this with the Human Development lndex a11d continue with this difficulty 
regarding the MDGs. Indeed, G I VAS would not lighten our burden. 
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lVfay I suggest that the UN Statistical Commission engages these concerns from a 

professional measurement point of view and be given the space to do so, before any data 
collection activities are launched under the G I VAS initiative. lam confident that the 
meeting of Chief Govemn1ent Statisticians of UN member states, will be the adequate 
forum to advise you, hovv existing information around the globe, can be better harvested 
and used to meet your policy needs. 

I trust that His I\xce!lency, the Secretary-General of the United Nations \vill take a 

moment to ponder the gravity of the points I have presented before him. 

Pali Lehohla 

{{u 
Statistician-General South Africa 
Chair of the United Nat ions Stati stics Commissi on. 


