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2. The former British Protectorate of Somallland joined the Somali Democratic 
Republic in 1960 but thereafter ite people expe fenced years of discrimination, 
repression and finally c ivil war. In 1991, when he Somali Democratic Republic 
collapsed, Somaliland re•constltuted itself as an I dependent state. This was not a 
secession, but a reversion to the status quo 1 te. In 2005 an AU fact-finding 
mission concluded, for this reason, that acknowle ging Somallland's independence 
would not set a precedent for the redrawing of co nial boundaries in Africa. Since 
1991 Somaliland has built a stable democracy. 

3. 

5. The government of So allland will of cours continue to 6ffer :its fullest co­
o eration to the Secretary General's SP.eclal R presentati. e for Somalia and to all -
bodies of the UnlteCi Natlorrs. We are ready to fer any assistance that the UN may 
require with its exploration of the possibility o a-IJ� · p'e�ce�e_epi,I'Q-��Is,,i& 
southern Somalia or with its humanitarian effo . . 
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6. The government of Somaliland is fully aware that It m st make progress on, securing 

International recognition within Africa initially, and is working to spread awareness 

of Somalllend in Africa and to promote AU engagem nt with the issue, inc:luding at 

the forthcoming AU Summit In Accra. Somaliland re uests Hat1 rough its policies 

and responses towards the situation in Somalia, the ecurlty Council acknowledges 

the existence and needs of Somaliland as a separat entity, and shows awareness 

that the P.robhrms of Somalia as a whole cannot be olved without lso addressing 

the issue of Somali land. 

7. I should be most grateful If you could circulate th s latter as a document of the// 

Security Council for the Information of Security Coun II members. /I 

the loca� EU Presidency. 
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