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4 May 2016 

Dear President Lauder, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for your 
letter dated 12 April2016, regarding the recent appointment by the Human Rights 
Council ofProfessor Michael Lynk as s Jecial Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, and requesting that the 
Secretary-General remove Professor Lynk from his position before the beginning 
of his tenure. 

The selection process and appointment of Special Procedures mandate-holders 
is handled entirely by the Human Rights Council and its Member States. The 
independent nature of the Human Rights

1
Council, which is a separate body from the 

United Nations Secretariat, makes it answerable solely to its membership. 

In this context, any concerns regarding the process of nomination, 
I 

selection, and appointment of a Special ~rocedures mandate-holder would need to 
be communicated directly to the Human jRights Council and to its President, 
Mr. Choi Kyonglim. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Mr. Ronald S. Lauder 
President 
World Jewish Congress 
New York 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
~ 

Chef de Cabinet 

-5 
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Note to the Chef de Cabinet Q 
(thru the Deputy Chef de Cabinet a.i~ ~~ l 

Response to the World 'Jewish Congress . 

1. The attached Note dated 3 May 2015 from OHCHR refers. In the context of a 
letter from the World Jewish Congress dated 12 April2016 on the subject of a recent 
appointment by the Human Rights Council of Professor Michael Lynk as Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in t~e Palestinian territories occupied since 
1967, this OHCHR Note proposes a draft response for EOSG consideration. 

2. The draft response from OHCHR has received inputs from DP A. Further this 
draft was subsequently reviewed by the Political Unit ofEOSG whose suggestions have 
been incorporated in the draft submitted now for approval. 

Recommendation: 

I 
3. Based on the foregoing, your approval of the communication to the President of 
the World Jewish Congress is recommended. 

16-04016 
16-03427 

Nardos Bekele-Thomas 
4 May 2016 
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EOSGICE'NTRAL 

Response to the letter from the World Jewish Congress regarding the 
appointment of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 

in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
(Corr. Log number 16-03427) 

In response to EOSG's request for advice in responding to the above-
l6-o:S L[ 2.. :[.- mentioned letter dated 15 April 2016 from the President of the World Jewish 

Congress regarding the appointment of the Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, 
please kindly find attached · a proposed text for the Secretary-General's 
consideration. DP A provided inputs, as requested. 

1 aari~~honen Sheriff'---
OiC 0 GHR New York Office 

2 May 2016 
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Dear ·Mr. Lauder, ···· • 

I would like to thank you for your letter dated 15 April2016 regarding the recent 
appointment by the Human Rights Council of Professor Michael Lynk as Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 
1967, requesting thaf.ff'tmove Professor Lynk from his position before the beginning of 
his tenure. l7 · 

The selection process and appointment of Special Procedures mandate-holders is 
handled entirely by the Human Rights Council and its Member States. The independent 
nature of the Human Rights Council, which is a separate body from the United Nations 
Secretariat, makes it answerable solely to its membership. 

In this context, any concerns regarding the process of nomination, selection, and 
appointment of a Special Procedures mandate-holder would need to be communicated 
directly to the· Human Rights Council and to its President, Mr. Choi Kyonglim. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

@ ndMu/ et 

Chief of Cabinet 



Fw: Response to letter from World Jewish Congress re appointment of the 
Special Rapporteur (Corlog 16-04016) 
Jill Annitto to: Asim Sharma 04/05/2016 12:39 PM 

----- Forwarded by Silva Armani/NY/UNO on 04/05/2016 10:49 AM -----

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear Yvette, 

Asif R. Khan/NY/UNO 
Yvette Blanco/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
Andrew Gilmour/NY/UNO@UNHQ, Silva Armani/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
04/05/2016 1 0:46 AM 
Response to letter from World Jewish Congress re appointment of the Special Rapporteur (CorLog 
16-04016) 

Ref 16-04016, draft letter prepared by OHCHR for CdC to respond to the President of the World Jewish 
Congress. 

16-04016.PDF Corr Log 16-03427 - Note to EOSG - Letter from World Jewish Congress.doc 

We have reviewed the letter and have no comments exclpt one, which is to change in the first para, line 
4, the "I" to "the Secretary-General" (since the WJC requested the SG, not the CdC, to remove Prof Lynk 
from his position, while this letter is being sent by the CDC). 

For your kind action. 

Thanks. 

As if 



April 12,2016 

RONALD S . LAUDER 
SUITE 4200 

767 FIPTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10153 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
405 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 
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It has come to my attention that Human Rights Council President Choi Kyonglim 
has appointed Professor Michael Lynk to the position of Special Rapporteur for human 
rights in the Palestinian territories, effective May l. As the President of the World Jewish 
Congress, I am deeply troubled by his selection. Professor Lynk has devoted his life and 
career to undermining Israel and supporting partisan Palestinian causes, no matter how 
fringe. 

At a time when the relationship between Israel and the Palestinians is so precarious, it is 
counterproductive and misguided to appoint someone to a high-profile position who will 
further inflame hostilities. Professor Lynk's appointment is not in the best interests of 
either party, and does a disservice to the UN itself. Given his record and views, Professor 
Lynk is clearly unable to discharge the independent monitoring and fact-finding duties 
that the Human Rights Council's Special Procedures entail. His appointment is an 
audacious move for a body that insists on its neut'rality and lack of bias with respect to 
Israel. I respectfully ask you to remove Professor Lynk from his position before his six
year tenure commences on May I . 

Professor Lynk's long history of anti-Israel vitriol is well documented and alarming. His 
record of incendiary statements demonstrates that he lacks the capacity to act as Special 
Rapporteur with any semblance of neutrality. For example, in 2009, Professor Lynk 
signed a letter criticizing Israel for alleged "war crimes" in Gaza. A few years later, he 
argued that the international community must "isolate" Israel through a trial before the 
International Criminal Court; in his view, "legal strategies can often form an important 
part of a broader political and social campaign" against Israel. And what is Professor 
Lynk's answer to the violence he regards as so one-sided? He has called for a solution 
that resets the clock 1948, the year of Israel's founding, which he sees as "the start of 
ethnic cleansing" (emphasis added). He has also erroneously criticized the Jewish 
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National Fund, an organization focused on reforestation and critical infrastructure in 
Israel, for "institutionalized discrimination." 

Beyond barbed words, Professor Lynk's association with anti-Israel groups betrays how 
ill suited he is to serve as Special Rapporteur. Professor Lynk has sat on the advisory 
boards of the Canadian Palestinian Education Exchange (CEPAL), known for its support 
of "Israeli Apartheid Week," and the Friends of Sabeel North America, a fringe liberation 
theology group that supports the Boycott, Divestment, Sanction (BDS) movement, 
including through the circulation of a boycott target list under the heading, "All I want for 
Christmas is an End to Apartheid." 

Professor Lynk's associations with extreme groups and record of inflammatory remarks 
disqualify him for the U.N. post. He is not so much an independent expert as a· committed 
partisan and anti-Israel ideologue. 

The United Nations must have a Special Rapporteur who can approach the past, present, 
and future of Israeli-Palestinian relations through good faith and neutrality. In order to 
preserve the reputation of the United Nations and work effectively toward its aims, its 
councils must be filled with unprejudiced professionals. Professor Lynk's selection 
undermines the United Nations' creditability as an unbiased arbiter and facilitator.lt is a 
step away from resolution and toward increased upheaval, acrimony, and struggle. 

I strongly urge you to remove Professor Lynk from his position. His appointment as 
Special Rapporteur will hinder progress and drive us further away from the peaceful two. 
state solution so many of us so longingly seek. 

Respectfully, 

Pr sident, World Jewish Congress 


