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Unite a eons Secre ary-General Ban Ki-moon arrived in Port-af-Spain from e York on
Fridaye e ing, 17 pri , to attend he Fifth Summit of the Americas, held this year in the Caribbean
island of Trin idad and Tobago. "

On Sa urday, he participated in the plenary meetings of the Summit and addressed the
issue of environmen al sus ainability during a working lunch for the Heads of State and Government
presen at he Sum it of the Americas. In his speech, entitled uAProsperity Agenda", he,said that
today's economic crisis, if not handled properly , could eva ve Onto a fu I-scale poli ical
crisis -- defined b social unrest, weakened Governments and angry publics ho have los faith in

their leaders and eir fut reo On the clima e change issue, he referred to the impact of such
changes on he ericas, from the shrinking 9 aciers in e Andes, to deforestation in the Brazilian
Amazon and the risi 9 sea Ie els endanger"ng the small ista ds of the Caribbean, He a so stressed
the need 0 protect oputations, including indigenous peop es, and to create financial incen ives to
preserve forests and the livelihoods of those who depend on them. By tackling climate change, he
said, we also deal ith the economic crisis -- green jobs for green growth. (See Press Release

SG/S /12191.)

Bilateral meetings held that day were with Patrick anning, Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago; ichel e Bachelet Jeria, President of Chile; andFelipe Calderon Hinojosa, President of
Mexico. Ith Prime inister anning, host of he Summit, the Secretary-General discussed climate
change and its impact on small island States, he empo ermen of women, alternative sources of
energ ,the uclear on-Prolifera ion Treaty and Haiti. n he meeting with the President of Chile,
the Secre ary-General, as he did ithall the Heads of S a e he met tha day, invited President
Bachele to participate in a igh-Ievel event on climate change to be held in September at United
Nations Headqua e s in e York. They also discussed the progress achieved in C ile in the
implementa ion of he Hie nium Development Goals) as welt as Chile's participation in

INUSTAH, the United ations Stabilization ission in Hai i. The meeting ith President Calderon
also focuse on climate c ange issues, in particular exico's proposal for a U arid Climate C ange
Fund", a muJ iIateraI mechanism 0 scale up funding for mitigation and adapta ion actions; and for
transfer a d diffusion of clean technologies, '

r, Ban a so eld a meeting ith heads and staff of all United Nations agencies and offices
operating in Trinidad and Tobago.

He returned to ew York on Saturday evening , 18 April.

* *** *
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