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REPORT OF CHIEF REPATRIATION OFFICER o HIS VISIT 70
CAMPS IN THY U.S. ZONE = 2071 & 21ST MAY, 1947,

ASTEN,

My first impression of Asten was one of smasement to find that the Camp
was staging en Exhibition of D,P, work, I am of the opinion that the efforts
concentrated over a period for this Exhibition oould have been more profitably
directed towards Repatriation Campaigm, Groups of Awstrisn visitors were
being conducted around the Camp, and their presence seemed to be of greater

importance than wes mine,

There is = very fine exhibition of Posters end Repatriation materisl at the
entrance to the Camp, which is due mainly to the efficiency of their Director,

The screening of the Chetniks Ly the U,S.A,Authorities has not been
completed, as dhe Amy deeided to tremsfer their attention to the Poles regently
brought from Hellbrun, The U,S,Armqy Soreening Officer estimates that 507 ef
the 500 Yugoslavs from Markt Pongau will be found ineligible., Ho scresening
of Yugoslavs has Seken place for the past four weeks,

mxmmwtmmmmumnmmmm,butm
people were not favowrably impressed, their chief exeeption to the film beling
the presence of so meny soldiers,

The mail coming into the Camp is handled by the Austrien Post 0ffice altuate
there, and the residents complain that they regeive no favourable reports from
home, I requested that this meil should be channelled through UNRRA and a check
kept, as is done at Spittial, The Amplifier system in the Camp is not funstioning

but efforts are to be mede to have it put in order, and I havo suggested that the
transit repatristes passing through this Camp be encouraged to meke broadcests prior
to their deperture.

The Yugoslay Civilian Repatriation Mission Representstive is working in the
Camp, but I was informed that he has few callers at his Office., I spoke with
both this man and the Welfare Officer and suggested he could be more effectively
employed by moving sbout mmong the people and cultivating their confidsnces and
snswering thedir questions, I discussed with this Representative the influence
of the Chetniks against Bepatriation and he was of the opinion that it was
considersble., He informed me that one Chetnik, an invalid, had applied for
repatriation but on retwning to his Serrecks was assaulted by other Chetniks,
This incident was not known to the Welfare Officer, but I believe the Director
was aware of it. I requested that deteils of this incident be supplied to this
Hesdquarters for the information of the U.S.Amy to prove our cleim that the
presenge of the Chetniks is a hindrance to repatristion,

A list of sbout 40 known snti-repatriationists was handed to the D.P,.0fficer
in Iing sbout two monthe ago, but to-date no action has been takem.

The Welfere Officer claims that he is wnaware of any anti-repatriation
material coming into the Canmp, '

I gathered the impression that the Welfare Officer is very identified with
the people, many of whom address him by his christisn nane, and he, in turn,
returns this faniliarity,

Ispohetorabuutmlnt.wﬂtharummvm;mmom:klinthem
Office, end whom the Welfare Officer considers unrepatrisble. It was clear %o me .
thet this man is a repatrisble and I feel certain he could be persuaded to go home.
mmmumnmmrummn;hmtmﬂmmumm
he would give serious thought to going ome, He asked me when I would return to
Asten, and indicsted he wes amxious to talk to me further, I informed the Welfere
Officer that he should devote special attention to this men, as his repatriation
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I later spoke that an ex-soldier and found he chowed signe of
thinking tovards repatriotion and agreed with me that his only possibility
of futweo happiness lgy in returndng home, I aloo drow the attention of the
velfore Officer to this man and podntod out that these two peopls, chosen at
random, chowed Obwious signs of bedng repotriables.

imong the 70 Tugeslava from out of Camp and ewadting repetriation
t Asten was & lady Doctor of Lewvs who hod bLoen o previous resident in the
Comp, and had been my chief Welfere Assistent during my stay there. She wes
alweys violantly to repetristion and I have
to convince that 4t was her duty

I disousped with the Welfare Officer the verious points laid out in your
Dm0 to me and found that adequate sttention vas being given to each,

I suggeeted th ¢ repatriates give ferowell speeches to the Camp prior to
leaving for the tranwpart, end this was promised to be done,

I also suggested that medl be checked in an offort to disprove the
contention of IPs that very few lettars come back from repetriates,

A professor is retwning on the next tronsport, snd I erranged thet he
chould give a lyvadcsat to the Cesp and promise
immediateoly after hic arrival there, The details of this will be
Volfere s Who will sccompany the repetriates to Varsew,

The Welfere Officer has also undertaken t0 bring back letters from retuwrned
repetriates and to publish them in the Canp,

' I also cuggeeted the formaetion of"Discussion Grouwpe” to discuss the
foctual information supplied to the DPs,

The fect that = number of the Leaders of the Cemp have gone,and ore godng,
bome is in itself sn indicetion of the succesaful work being cayried on ot this Compe




isport on Pelish Repatristion Transport,

The Polish Repatriation transport left Sclsburg an M-y 9« 1947, This
trensport lef't with 95 repatriates aboard, 68 from Usper iustria, and 27 from
Lower Auatria, Five porasons lef't the tramsport during the first night sones
vhere in Cemany making o Sotal of 90 perems sctunlly registering in at
Deiadnice,

Eagort: There was n total of six merican military escort with a lisutenant

in cliarpes

WAL peromms - Dr, Sillett, Medical Officer and myself; a DyP. Director,
acting Dele Leader for transpord, Croujem Zasdnom,

Bouipnent:- ntire transport of freight cors with ane hospital car equipped
with beds asnd stove where hot drinks could be made for the DFese

The freight cuos wvare ouipped with candles, wter, latrine pails and
a few ladierse Ve were loter sble to secuwre 2 supply of lime, several brooms,
and oots and blankets fuor the escart.

Foods-= There wore tires tenein-one rations, for esch person in lisu of the
60 duys ration for repatrictes. There was also one Indln Red Cross Fackage
for each peraan. As regauxds food during the time of transport, there wus sn
over-suyply since enough had heen put on boawrd for 110 people, It consisted

of bread, bisouits, butter, cheese, meat, marmslade, milk, suge, coffes, tes,
und extra milk for the cidldren, n inventory was mude quickly of the food,
and it was issued to the D.Fes for one 24 hours period each time, lot drinks
vere made several times daily in the hospital cars FPood wus provided by Folish
Red Cross sowral points slong the vy, At the Reception point thore wus still
one whole cheese, butter wd mumelade which were turned over 't the reception
point to U.l,l.0. A, 0ificials, The remaining tea, coffee, canned milk, bis-
caits, Hed Cross pacicnges and teneineone's vhich were over and sbove the needs
of the transport, and were not perishable vere inventoried, receipted for by
the escort, and retumed with the transport to Balsburg,

There were no problems on the tronspord except the delays explained
by the train ocvew as unaveidible, Commectlons were made in Germany with a
repatriztion tradn {rom Augsburg so that by the time we arrived in FPolund,
total trunsport was move than 600 parscns. Since the other section wus much
larger than the ane from Austria, our section wus cared for first. All of ours,
vare unloaded 2t the reception centre by noon on the 13th May, '

The JEMA Off'icinls stationed at Dsiedzice to supervise tie {ood distri-
butions exyrensed their surprise and nppreciation regurding the execution of
the wmloading and food distribution of the trmasport. I fuel that all due
credit should go to the WP, leader of the truweport mnd the military escort
vho although they hnd no provious experdience in this work and seemed €0 Inow
little as to how to proceed, were campletely ccoperative snd helpful during the
entire jJourney. All tock their responaibilities seriously. After sceing that
all were cared for at the recaption centre, Dr, Hillett and I prooceded on to
Kattowice, and I procesded on to Varsaw the same night,

Before léuving Dziedmics I cttempted to verify the present addresses of
former repatristes vhom I planned to interview. I found, however, that records
of repatristes are medintained not by TMA byt by FPelUeRs Officinls stationed
there, Deczuse of the thousands entering this receptian cantre, records are
not kept alphabetically, but anly by transport nusbers depending on the date
and pluce fro: which transport originated. Sinee I did not have this informa~
tion from Mnstris, nothing further could be done until I could camamicate
with Vienna,
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TRANSPORT - May 28,

Capt., Mikkelsen did an excellent job for the Army in eooperating with
UNRRA for train supplies, The mber of box cars was adeguate, mubering an
average of 12 persons per car, Steps for the Salsburg trains were provided far
thefjust time, 50 army cots, 63 blankets, stores in the children's and hospital
ears, candles, toilet paper, adequate food, The UNRRA milk fer the children
was welcome and well used, The three box cars for the 18 unsccompanied children
were equipped by the Reception Center team with slats a eross the doors for
safety, and other families with children, seeing this, improvised similar bars,
Prof, Zenon Winski from Hellbrumn took the responsibility of DP train commander
and also rode in a children’s car to help the 7 boy scouts and 7 murses care
for the children, Lt.lorett and his J soldiers were patient and reasonsble and
did a good Job thruocut. iiiss Houseman, the muse and I, rode in the extra hos-
pital car neat to the children,

Ideal weather thruout the trip was a large factor - the beauties of the
German hills - the wildflowers, woods and grainfields of Czechoslovakia were
all at their best, The people could buy good beer teo quench their thirsts in
Czecheslovakia, the two week old beby slept peacefully, the children quiftad
down and began to enjoy the trip after the first mighi, and from every angle,
it was indeed a pleasant journey home for the people, Musical instruments came
out along the way, and the people gave expression to their satisfaction,

The train left Salsburg sbout & pm Wednesday. Thursdsy merning at 7,30 we
stopped | at Regensburg and daily rations were distributed., The Linz seotion
train commander with the Lt, tock charge, The measuring went slowly, and
distribution had to be finished at Schwanfeld, the next stop, at 10, 30am altho
we stopped 1} hrs in Regensburg, At Schwanfeld the locomotive switched to the
other and of the cars, puting the children in front for the run to Czechoslo~
vakia, The last stop in Germany was Purth in Wald, vhere a superficial check
of the train was made,

In Czechoslovakia we made an early evening stop at Pilsen, for a few

hours, and at last a delegation came requesting that 10-in-1s be issued now
as they were "hungry®. Bven )ir, Winski blushed when he told me the delegation
request., The obvious fact that cigarettes in the 10-in-is are negotisble in
Czechoslovakia and hence in demand was soon clarified, We explained we would
prefer to keep the people scber and the request was impossible, so the delega-
tion disbanded,

I should like to give the Hellbrun murse, Wania Avent the two girls and
the three boy secouts and the children themselves special commendation for their
making the trip a success,

~ May 30, ration distribution went much faster, also at 7.30, but within
45 mirutes, as the careful measuring was abandoned in favor of generous estims-
ting, We made a long stop 7r. the Polish border. Music was again prevalent.A
repatriation hospital train from Regensburg, quite deluxe,stopped beside us
there, The people said they hoped they would be allowed to sleep on the tracks
in Deiedzice till merning, buth borders are not so simple, and at 2;30 am we _
awakened to very loud radio music - national Polish songs, and than announsements
that sach car leader should report to the Polish Red Cross Hut - we were in
our passports stamped - the children received hot milk and
check was made, and all was in order, Our
his motorcycle was particulery pleased, as it was
_ Sengs and amnouncements continued, It was light

tion we didnt have was requested - how many people
- Krakow, Posnan, Warsaw and would
This we collldnt answer,Everyone
3> watching the Polish countryside - even here
asional bombing showed, The people threw their extra bread to peasants stan-
by arrived in the Dziedicse yard at 6;30 am and sau another
: siding, At 11 a,m, we pulled over and began
unloaiing, We had previosly done a stremuous Job of recovering army property,
- B blankets, 4 cots eould not be reconciled, Lt.Lorett and Mr,
went to work on 60 day food and Red Cross Parcel distribution,
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however, lirs,Germenova and her staff from the Polish Red
bulk issue for the 18 children and unloaded them and their luggage
Ka' e This time the children dldnt want to leave

distribution of food for evergone finished shertly after %2, and the

busy greeting somns, sisters, friends and moving their belonging: in little
to the Reception Center, Altho if was already Satwrday afterncon,processing

by PUR in the Beception Center, Pictures were token for identity
ts and recerds were made, The people were housed in good barracks, I saw
people leawe that afternocon and others the next merning,Sunday, Some
to stay a few days especially the ones going to resettled territories
where mare planning is necessary,

UNRRA - Armyy, in Rsiedicze, I found Sunday morning that a train
Warsaw people in 5 box ears at 11 a,m, I packed and went to the staw-

acoonpany them, They were waiting there for the train to come with piles

boxes, luggage, furniture, bicycles - about 36 people, The train, a regular
train pulled in, with the 3 box cars on the end « they had 15 mimutes to
wildest scramble imeginable ensued - no systematic

- boxes were also loaded in an empty coach preceding the box cars,
elves were piled celling high - people were squajting dangerously

of them, Mr, Rybowski was yelling that nhe8d lefi his documents, and 2 chairs

saw was leawing, Psezyeyna, 9 kilometres from Ds
Lt,stationed in dropped me there in the early evening, I
& vond of'fered to show me the csstle and

The train to Warsaw was crowied but fast and comfartable, - No sleeper was
available, The farests and grain fields showed in the full moon light, but near lare
saw by day, the grain locked dry, There's been ho rain in May, and a drouth is
imminent,

Of all the stories one hears of Warsaw's ruin, of cities one may have seen -
- Viemna - one is still not prepared for the mile after mile of plagrant
desolation - of enonymity in rubble which the fiend - made desoclation
onoe known as Warsaw, The natives comment sadly that the spots they onse -
where was their pg..4¢ rendevous - beloved spots - are umresognised - another
block in the endless chain of dusty debris - bricks - broken rusted metal and cement
dust, Their owmn town 1s a stranger to them, Only when I passed by the wnknown
soldiere tonb - the gity hall - the house did I ogfch a slight feel
that here once wes a city, There is ttle beauty - that necessity of life -
lef't for the people, But thereware flowers, oranges, lemons, strawbegpies,cherries,
peddled on the street - little stores with charming modern displays -
did not glance up to the roken skeleton of a building
debris are being removed, but it is an pugeen stable
goes an & yr old beggar - one en &
mst wonder how
to rebuild a home, And yet
building itself was
andebris goes out msybe only




of the normal population,

I hed dimner in the garden restaurant of the Polouia - where white walls,
green lattice, murals, electric light - vines -~ a fountain - a tree and music cre-
afe an elegant atwosphere, The best to eat, yet a heavy evening wind was blowing
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a little and mromred, Yes this is Warsaw - rather lovingly. One knows the city
will agein stand in new beanty,

Nonday wmorning when I arrived, it was still too early to greet the UNRRA
staff, so I took the precious taxi driver - he spoke Buglish after 5 years in the
RAF, on several errands, and went out to 2 workers housing project where I found one
of our Hellbruun men Mr, Dydowski from the transport only a few hours home with
his wife, twin daughters and J sons, He was so excited and happy he could not say
enough, but must repeatedly thank God and everyone that he is home - that he must
write at once and shall toke the letter telling everyone to come home, I took pic-
tures of all the family and promised to come back for the letter,

UNRAA HQ agreed to meke an appointment for me with the radio programmer
and Mr, Hayes and MWr, Sabin took me to lunch, The appointment wes made for Tuesday
a,m, and I got a few howrs of postponed sleep,

Tuesday morning I met M, Boguslawski of the Polish Radio in Warsaw, nad
we discussed plans, He was most cooperative and halpful. No censorship of speeches
would be considered. He approved of my J choices for speeches - said let Iir,
Kazorowskl, the tenor, sing instead., He didnt like too much talking, and if the
tencr was good their radio could use him. In the afternoon I took an TIHRA car and
a translater and visited Mr, Dybowski again who agreed to speak and also Mr,
Kasorowski, in a suberdb of Warsaw with his mother. He too agreed to come,

The next morning Wednesday, I toolk laria Kapinaki, as interpreter from
the Welfare Office and we set off after UNRRA transpart delays, at 10;30 a.m,
Dostamea, Nowe Missto, about 850 kilometres, The trip toock us into the country frem
ravaged Warsaw througe grain fields some thriving some touched by the drouth,thru'
forests - small towvns - in many places German tanks and trucks lay rustring - on,
over dusty roads - thru' Grojec where the weekly market day had brought countless
people, horses, wagons - stalls were busy and people intense and gay tho the
market day is a fraction of pre-war scale, On to the village of Dostamea where Prof.
Winski hed his pew home, He was living in the back of a school with his wife and
4 children, in two rooms, His invitetion for me to stay overnite was so urgent,
that since Thusday was an official holidey, I accepted, and sent the ear back at
Jepem, after being assured a train did run from Nowe lMiasteo 4 kilometres distant,

Prof, Winski had arrived home Nonday, He was terribly depressed -~ because
of the povesty all about and because the war had not skipped over his charming wife,
Since his absence in coneentration camps and in Austria; she had developed a reli-
gious zeal approaching a fhychoses, spending hours day in , refusing to
eat meat and neglecting the children, She talks directly at intervals, He has a
daughter 5 years he had never seen, a boy 17 years, a daughter 11, and a boy 15
who met him at Dziedzice, The 11 years old danghter had been with his sister, a
school teacher 20 kilometres distaht, and I witnessed the first reunion of the J
Wednesday evening, The 2 daughters, as is normal, cannot see enough of their
father and guard him jealously,

The towm of Dostamea has sbout 500 persons, while Nowe Miasto has 3000,
The towns lie above the valley of the Pilisca river, We swam in the river Wednesday
evening - in the river valley were graszing two large herd of cattle also meny horses,
pigs and ducks, It was a fruitful peaceful pastaral scene, The animals are now owned
and tended collectively by the town, The horses in the town are mainly thatehed huts,dust
is very thick all sbout but @rain, and first trees are growing., The children seem
healthy, It is a very primitive life, however,

Thursday was Corpus Christi Day and we mamis walked to Nowe Miasto for
services - to see with several thousand others the colorful procession by the 4
altars built in the public sguare, Prof,Winski met meny old friends, and we had
the Polish gol@ fruit soup with one family, The daughter, after 3 years of English
in high school, tried her skill with me, and did very well.




Prof. ¥inski said that all his friends mourn the poverty of Poland and see
1ittle future shead for its prosperity. His own family ate potatoes and sowr milk
except for a portion of hash and macaroni frem the 10-in-is and a sausage that his
sketer brought, Wi, toock a harse cart %o the ilowe Mlasto station Thursday afternoon
at 4 pm and in 41 hrs arrived in the outskirts of Warsew 8i kilometres distant, The .
"$rain® was erowied with returning heliday people,

By truck and horse earriage we came to %o the heart of Warsaw, and Prof,
Winsid huwrried to reach his cousins house by 10 pm to secure an overmite sleeping
permit,

Friday morning Mr, Dybowski, lir., Kasorowski, Prof.Winski and I met with o,
Boguslawski st the Polish radio station te prepare the evening program, Stenographes
typed the aspeeches of Mr, Dybowski . and Prof, Winski and we walksd a few blocks te
the Radio studios for recording, "ere M, Kazorowskl rehearsed once with his accom~
paniest, It was decided to have him sing directly over the air as the radio recor-
ding facilities are not adequate at present far the best misic recording,

Then began the speech recording - first the microphones were imperfect -
then M¥r, Dybowski who had carefully rehearsed his speech and his family at home und
denied any nervousness was siezed with the malady of many greater artisto - mike
fright, He became suddenly unable to talk and only the friendly interview techuigue
of ¥r, Boguslawskl restored his confidence, Then Prof,Winski who had been cels-
brating his home coming with his cousin became ill and had to leave the staudie,
The mike had bugs anyway, so we walked to another studio, and finally at 7 pm, we
lef't the studio having heard the played - back transcription, which was not perfect,
but matwral and satisfying, T was particulmyy pleased becamse in Rziedicze both
UNRRA offisials were very discowraging, telling me that similsr hroadeasts had
been attempted without success, In Warsaw I had learned that this was true but
only because returning DPs were always swallowed up in the country and had not been
available for broadcast, The amount of work imvolved in producing 5 live repatriants
on the spot at one time to broad cast for 10 mimutes ia indeed amazing, but it fina-
11y happensd, and the pregram went on the air at 21;00 hrs June 6, 1947, over
‘argaw 3, short wave band 49,06,

I went in the late afterncon to WRRA HQ to report "mission finished"” - to
thank those who had helped with introductions, transport and interpreters and to
pick up my ticket for prague, That svening I had an exsellent dinner with friends,
the manager of a chemical factery in Warsaw and his family, The daughter is in
University and like all students in Poland is studyng doubly hard to make up for
the last years,

The glimpses of ome week as above related were spotty but left me with the
regretful feeling,

Alverda Lerrigo
UNRRA Team 316
Sglzburg




REPORT OF CHIEF REPATRIATION
OFFICER
FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL, 1947,

The SPRING REPATRIATION PROGRAMME is in full force in all camps
throughout the three Zones of Austria, With the close co-operation of
the Polish and Jugoslav Repatriation Mission, much velusble material is
being circulated eamong Displaced Persons, and good results are expected.
Al11 UNRRA personnel have been repeatedly requested to intensify their
efforts at camp level to ensure the success of this campaign. An Admin,
Order has been issued requesting camps to erect large display boards to
impress upon the Displaced Persons the short life of UNRRA, and the advice
of the various Generals and UNRRA Chiefs to hold regular repatriation
rallies and to punctuate all camp social activities with appeals to the
Displaced Persons to give urgent consideration to their early repatriation.
Arrangements are being made with the Austrien Press and Radio to give wider
publicity to repatriation moves.

On 22nd April a transport of 405 Polish Displaced Persons left the
British Zome for Poland. This train was accompanied by Dr.Thompson and
Nurse Vincent. Another transport of 342 Polish Displaced Persons left the
U.S.Zone on 24th April, and was accampanied by Dr.Gerber, Nurse Duvilliers
and lrs.Peinczyhowska.

Among the Poles repatriated from the U,S.Zone was the Canonical Priest
of all Poles in Austria. This information was immediately cammunicated to
Warsaw, and a broasdcast from this repatriate should be of immeasureble value
in influencing those Poles remeining in Austria. The success of Polish
repatriation from Austria is being maintained, and the continued close liaison
and mutual assistance between the Polish Authorities and UNRRA will, we feel -
confident, ensure the success of our Spring Repatriation Campaign among the
Polish Displaced Persons in Austria.

During the month of April 75 Jugoslavs were repatriated from the British
Zone 2nd 9 Jugoslavs from the U.S.Zone.

The reported repatriation of a Jugoslav Army Captain from the U.S.Zone
was also commmicated to Belgrade, with the request that srrangements be made
for him to broadcast back to Austria., The Welfare Officer of Camp Spittal (which
contains 4222 Jugoslavs) is now in Jugoslavia and will return after two weeks
with answers to queries given her by numerous potential repatriates. She has
the confidence of the camp population and it is expected that her visit to
Jugoslavia will have a favourable effect on repatriation from that camp, Reports
from the Jugoslav Camps indicate that the people are showing active interest in
the material being circulated among them. Newspapers and factual pamphlets
are eagerly sought by the Displaced Persons and the special Radio programmes are
regularly listened to, Again, we must emphasise the undesirability of printed
and radioed attacks on selected Displaced Persons in the various camps. Most of
the Jugoslav Displaced Persons are vietims of anti-repatriation propaganda, and
the fear complex it has created is not lessened by these attacks. This point of
view was brought to the attention of the Jugoslav Authorities in Viemna, and it
is hoped that some action will be taken in Belgrade to omit these attacks in
future publicetions and redio broadcasts. The Jugoslav civilian repatriation
Mission is working in the U.S. and British Zones, but no appreciable effect of

their influence is yet apparent.

A Conference between the Chief Repatriation Officer and the DP.PW.Division
ACA,British Element,was held, and arrangements were made whereby,when necessary,
transient repatriates would be permitted to enter UNRRA Camp at Villach pending
their early onforwarding to their destination, This arrangement is mainly to
facilitate the movement of Poles from the Middle East via Italy.




As a result of numerous representations to the Authorities
concerned for the speedier processing of Nominal Rolls from the Far
East and the Middle Bast, we have been informed that es from the 1lst
April these Lists require clearance from the Austrian Ministry of the
Interior only, This obviates the long processing by the Quadripartite
Worldng Party. As most of the Lists submitted to the Ministry of the
Interior prior tc that date had been cleared by them, and had been
passed to the Quadripartite Working Party, from whom no decisions had
been forthcoming, it was decided to re-submit these Lists to the Austrian
Ministry of the Interior and to have them cleared according to the new
arrangement. This was done, with the result that all Nominal lists except
the last one from Shanghai have been cleared. Prospective repatriates,
although cleared by the Austrian Ministry of the interior, must prove their
claim to Austrian citizenship to the satisfaction of the Austrian Government
Representative in the initiating country before they can be finally listed
for repatriation.

We were also informed by the Exit and Entrance Division ACA
British Elemen$, that in future all groups of repatriates entering Austria
must be covered by a collective Passport and Entrance Visa - issued by the
Austrien Ministry of the Interior, The Chief Repatriation Officer
interviewed Ministerialrat Komers of the Ministry of the Interior, and
discussed plans for the implementation of this directive, An assurance
was given that the Austrian Authorities would arrange the necessary collective
passports and entrance visas for future groups of repatriates coming to Austria,

The first group of Austrian repatriates from Palestine arrived at
Venice on 26th April. They were transported by the UNRRA Italian Mission to
Villach, where they were transferred to an Austrian train for onforwarding
to Vienna. This group was accompanied from Venice to Vienns by Mrs.Mitchell
and Nurse Tondreau of this Mission. When the Italien train reached Villach
it was discovered that the Austrian Authorities were anxious that the Italian
train should proceed direct to Vienna, and thereby obviate the necessity for
using Austrian Rolling Stock - which they promised would be arranged for these
repatriates, This Headquarters issued instructions that the Italian train was
to be returned inmediately to Italy, and insisted upon the Austrian Authorities
fulfilling their responsibilities., The Repatriation Officer interviewed
Ministerialrat omers and complained of this apparent breach of faith, and
insisted that an Austrian train be made available for the transport of these
people to Vienna. This was done.

4 f“—"Lﬁ

T.James .
Chief Repatriation Officer,

3rd llay, 1947,




REFORT OF CHIEF REPATRIATION OFFICER

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH,1947.

During the month of MARCH a Polish Repatriation Train, scheduled
to leave the British Zone, was cancelled by the British Army Authorities
through lack of fuel, A transport of Polish repatriates lef't Salzburg

in the U,S5.Zone on the 20th March with persons sboard, This
transport was accompanied by Dr, Nurse and Miss
Welfare Officer, 1l Polish Displaced Persons were repatriated from

the French Zone, and 74 Yugoslavs from the British Zone,

Throughout all three Zones of Austria the UNRRA Repatriation Drive
has been successfully maintained in spite of the adverse weather conditions
and the disturbing influence of the Brazillisn Mission which, in conjunction
with the I.G,C.R., began its quest for emigrants in the U,S.Zone., With the
improvement of weather conditions we hafif every reason to expect a large
scale repatriation move on the part of Polish Displaced persons throughout
Austria,

Our chief problem seemed to be one of obtaining sufficient transport
to convey to Poland the large mumber of people who had expressed their
desire for repatriation. An estimate from the Polish Repatriation
Commission set this mmber at 4,000 persons, The arrival in the Emigration
Field of the Brazillian Mission was certainly undesirable at this time, and
its effect upon potential repatriates might have been catastrophic but for
the immediate action on the part of the Deputy Chief of Mission, who gave
instructions to all Zones to widely publicize the extremely limited and
comparatively infinitegimal opportumities offered by the Brazillian Mission.
Thus was a possible deterrent to repatriation used as repatriation progaganda,
This experience has proved how necessary it is in the future to publicize

the exect facts concerming requirements of representatives of Govermments in
quest of emigrants to prevent displaced persons from placing their hopes in
reported large-scale emigration schemes instead of accepting repatriation.
The facts om eligibility and requirement figures of Governments-seeking
emigrants, however disquieting they may be, are infinitely preferable to

the exaggerated rumours that are aceepted, magnified and spread by the
Displaced Persons themselves.

The SPRING REPATRIATION DRIVE was initiated om 24th March, and will
contimne until 30th June, A conference of all Welfare Officers was held

at C.H.Q. and instructions for the implementation of this Drive were given:
problems peculiar to individual camps were discussed, and methods of attacking
them were decided upon,

In view of the extremely co-operative and helpful attitude of the
Polish Governmment and its representatives in Austria, and their friendly
attitude to their nationals in D,P.camps, we feel that, unless some
unexpected difficulty arises in the near future, owr Drive with these people
will be very successful,

The Yugoslavs present a more difficult problem, but we feel that, with
the now closer co-operation of the Yugoslav Autharities, and the increasing
supply of factusl information coming through to the Camps, together with
the assistance of the Yugoslav Repatriation Committee at present working in
UNRRA Camps, repatriation from among these Displaced Persons will be
considerably increased. Special Radio broadcasts from Belgrade, instituted
at our suggestion, have been increased to three sessions weekly. Tl"lf
Authorities conducting these broadcasts would be well advised to lay,,s‘%resa
on their attacks on "Collaborators, Fascists and War Criminals" whom they




elaim are being sheltered in camps throughout Austria and Germany. This
element will certainly not accept repatriation and should be disregarded
in broadcasts to encourage repatriation. These Radio attacks create

& guilt-complex in the minds of the innocent Displaced Persons, and thus
mllify the purpose for which they were requested. Every effart is being
made to have a successfully repatriated Yugoslav pay a return visit to the
Camp where he was a resident in an effort to stimilate repatriation.

A conference was held with Colonel Logan-Grey (A.C.A.,British Element) ,
the Tugoslav Repatriation Commission and the UNRRA Repatriation Officer, at
which arrangements were mede for the reception and assistance of this
Repatriation Mission in the British Zone. The co-operation of the British
Element in facilitating the work of the Mission in the British Zone was assured,

The Repatriation Officer conferred with Major Hornsby, Movements Officer,
B.T.A., and discussed the possibility of transport frem Italy of Austrian
Repatriates from China and the Middle East, In view of the serious shortage
of rolling stock and fuel, no assistance could be expected before the end of
April, and even them, no guarantee could be given that tramsport would be
available, Under mo circumstances would it be possible for rolling stock
to go beyond the Austriam border,

The Austrian Civil Authorities were also interviewed om this matter and
a promise was reeceived that every effort will be made to give transport
facilities from Italy to Austria as soon as weather and fuel conditions
improve and approval can be cbtained from A,C,A, This possibility will be
pursued further,and a conference between the Ministerialrat fur Immers:s,
the Austrian Reilway Autherities ani the UNRRA Repatriation Officer has been
arranged to take place early in April,

The Chief Repatriation Officer interviewed the Polish Repatriation
Commission with a2 view to obtaining assistance from the Polish Government to
help solve the acute transport problem. It was deecided to epproach the
Polish Government with a view to:

(2) having transports sent down from Poland
to collect repatriates or

(b) supply fuel for transports emanating from
the British Zone of Austria,

The Chief of the Polish Repatriation Mission is at present in Poland and will
discuss this matter with his Government,

Repatriation from Shanghai and Palestine.

Further lists of Austrian Nationals during repatriation from Shanghai
and Palestine have been received by this H.R. . and are presently being
processed by the Austrian Ministry of the Interior, who will onforward them
to the Quadripartite Working Party for final approval, With the improved
weather conditions the problem of housing returning repatriates should be
leas acute,

The Chief Repatriation Officer, with the Chief of Mission and Depuly
Chief of Missiom, attended the Repatriation Conference held im Paris 13-15th

March,

Miss Warner, Field Supervisor, is absent on furlough and is not
expected to return to duty until 7th April,

-
T.James Iindas

TJL/EW Chief Repatriation Officer.
29th March,1947.




TRFOAT OF ORIRF NEPATIIATION QUFICES
FOR THE MONTH OF MAROH, 1947.
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REPORT OF CHIEF REPATRIATION OFFICER
FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1947.

During the month of February 1947 the ntensive repatriation drive was
mainteined with particular success among the Polish Displaced Persons.

Transpert eriginated in the British Zone, and augmented at Salzburg left
for Poland on the 18th February, with 192 Poles abroad. This transport was
aecompanied by Dr.Danby, Nurse Van Urk and Miss Duroe acting as Welfare Officer.

U.3. Zone
British Zone
French Zone

At a conference held with the Polish Repatriation Mission, the Chief
Repatriation Officer was informed that a large number of Pelish Displaced
Persons in all zones had expressed their desire to retwrn. This is attributable
in no small measure to the repatriation drive conducted in all UNBRA camps, and
the implementation of action met out in the Administrative Order No. sece..

The opening up of commmication channels between retwrned Displaced Persons

and those remaining in Austria has had an extremely bensficial effect en
repatriation. The Chief of the Polish Repatriation Mission expressed his keen
appreciation of the close liaison and co-operation between UNRRA and his Mission,

A more intensive drive along these lines having proved so successful
with the Polish Displaced Persons is underwsy, and with the co-operation of
the Yugeslav authorities we are hopeful of similar results. Regular supplies
of Yugoslav newspapers have been arriving from Belgrade, and distributed
throughout the camps. The recent amnesty law was mimeographed and a copy has
been sent to every Yugoslav family in the UNRRA camps in all zones, Arrangements
are in hand for the production of suitable repatriation posters for display in
Yugeslav camps. The films depicting life and reconstruction in Yugoeslavia have
not yet arrived but are expected early in March., These films will be
inmediately exhibited in all Yugoeslav camps.

On 7th February 1947 a conference with Ministerialrat Komers and Captain
Pritchard ,PW.DP Division,A.C.A.(British Element) was arranged by the Chief
Repatriation Officer, to discuss what measwures had been taken for the reeception
and care of the second group of repatriates from Shanghai due to arrive in
Vienna on 15th February 1947. The Chief Repatriation Officer emphasised the fact
that the responsibility for care of these people would be assumed by the Austrian
Authorities at the Austrian Frontier where the UNRRA responsibility would cease.
Ministerialrat Komers informed the meeting that the Austrian Government was aware
of its responsibility and was doing its utmost to receive and care for these
people. It was discovered that the Adstrian authorities had no aceommodation
arranged for these retumning repatriates and no-one seemed to have assumed
the responsibility. Ministerialrat Komers suggested that either UNRRA or the
British Army might assist in this respect and he was informed that neither of
these authorities would aecept this responsibility which was entirely that of the
Austrian Govermment. In reply to the Chief Repatriation Officer's query as to
whether accommodation would be found in time to house these people, Ministerialmat
Komers replied that he hoped so.

The Chief Repatriation Officer requested the British Authorities to call
a conference on the 8th February with the Austrian authorities concermed to insist
that the necessary accommodation be found. At this meeting the Ministry of the
Interior was represented by Ministerialrat Komers and representatives from the
Wohnungsant and Austrian Ministry of Social Welfare, It was again discovered that
no "definite preparations had been finalised for the housing of the returning
repatriates, and the Chief Repatriation Officer insisted that inmediate action
would be necessary to avert the threatened serious situation., As a result of
this conference an extraordinary meeting was held on Monday, 10th February, at the
Rathouse at which the Burgomeister of Viemna presided, and immediate steps were
implemented to provide accommodation.




On the 15th February a second group of repatriates from Shanghai,
numbering 759, reached Vienna. They were met at the Station by

representatives of the Austrian Govermment, UNRRA officials and representatives
of the Russian Army. The arriving repatriates were comnveyed in trucks

supplied by the Austrian government, from the station to the various billets
requisitioned by the Austrian Government.

T.J.LINDSAY
Chief Repatriation Officer.




HIMORANDUM

25 February 1347

Tos Chief, Mligibility & Repatriation Division
Subject: Yugoslay Repatriation

l. In comnection with our Yugoslav repetriation drive,
t is desired that Mrs. 4. Litehell visit all UNiGA assaubly centers
- Tugoslav DF's at the earliest pragticable time. Mer itinerary
be arranged s0 as to visit the following asseubly centers first
in the order named: c

British Zone « Spittal
Julenivurg

UeSe Zome Asten

assembly centers visited with a view to determining exactly what is
hein.gdcutomnouxmthqamplc o return to their homeland,
smong other things, she should ehegk the following:

G Arrangements made for Teception of weekly
mmmmm

be Distribution of questions and answers
prepared by Yugoslav Goverrment, Insure
that one set in Tugoslay language has
been distridbuted to every Yugoslav family
anl that coples ?m also posted in places
by ¥F's,

“detribution of newspapers among DP's,

Distribution and publicity given to
letters received froa DP's who have
returned to Yugoslavia,

Use of' photographs of Tugoslavia furnighed
asseably oenter Directors,

18 Mtﬁeummnmwchul
wmmmlﬂm

e Sunafthemtwmnmtmuhm
repetriation are mentioned in paregraph but it is not intended

to limi¢ the 4 Each and every step mentioned
¢ 4otion to Fncoursge anl ¥ffect

t is found that some repatriation activities
be followed have not yet been initiated, it is desired that




drs., Witchell inform the assembly eenter Directors that those steps
should be started without further delay.

D¢ A confidentiel report showing the existing status of
repatriation activities and procedures which will be initiated
imuediately, together with Wrs, Mitehell's coaments, will be furnished
the Deputy Chief of Miession,

»
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i ,,/},/,, 77 r L d
CHARLES 8, MILLER

Colonel, U.S.A,, Retired

Deputy Chief of Mission

Co: Ur. Dindl&y
v Mrs. Hdtchell
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INSTRUCTIONS TO PERSONIEL ACCOMPANYING POLISH REPATRIATION TRAINS.

Your pasaport,-nhonld be sent to Vienna as long as possible, beforehand, if
possible wo weeks before, You will need a Czech visa, a Polish visa, Travel orders
v Poland and a Grey card to come back through the Russian Zone.

Make sure you have a sufficient supply of rations before you start the journey
If you are leaving the train at Dziedice you will need ten days ratioms. If you
are returning with the train to Austria you will need fourteen days supply. You
should indent for these rations at least three days before departure. Make sure
that you have plenty of tea or coffee, timned milk and sugar.

Take your camp bed, pillow and plenty of blankets, and if possible, a sleeping bag.
You should of course take an ample supply of your warmest clothes and strong shoes
or boots. You will need your mess tins, knife, fork, spoon, cup, plate, and tin
opener.

Take a canvas bucket or emamel basin for washing. If travelling on a train from
the U.S.Zons, a tin in which to heat water and a bottle for drinking water are
also likely to be useful. Take a supply of toilet paper, D.D.T. and water
purifying tablets are also recommended. You may need the former if you stay in
any hotels in Poland.

There are few, if any, lighting facilities on these trains. Be sure to take a
flash light, and if possible, have caniles.

If you are travelling on a train from the American Zone, it is possible that a
supply of strong string, nails and wiere will be useful, also coat hangers. In case
of emergency at Prague, the UNERA Telephome NWo., is 64955/6-7.

When you reach Dziedice, contact the UNEEA official at the station. If you are
leavingthe train there, he will give you information about reaching Katavice.

If there ie no UNERA of{icial there, you can buy a train ticket to Katavice, for
60 slotys, Otherwise you will not need any Polish money, as UNERA in Poland will
provide this.

At Katavice you can stay in the Monopole Hotel which is opposite the station and
only a few yards from the UNKRA office (No.l3. on the same side of the street).

If you go any further into Poland, UNRRA in Katavice will make all the necessary
arrangements for you. Ffrom the time that you leave the train you will be entitled
%o a living allowance of 1400 slotys a day whilst you are on duty.

If you go on to Warsaw, UNERA there will make the arrangements for your return
Journey to Prague and book you a through ticket. If you return direct from
Katavice UllRA can only book you to the Czech border, so that you should have a
supply of Czech money. This can be obtained on your outward journey through Prague.
In that case you can telephone UNRRA and ask them to send you a car to take you

to the UNRRA office and ask them for emough money to pay your fare from the Czech
Polish border back to Prague. If you do this, make sure of the time of departure
of your {ransport and its mumber, so that you have no difficulty when you return
from the office.

UNREA in Katavice or larsaw will inform Prague of the time of your arrival on the
return journey. You are entitled to a living allowance of 350 Kroner for each
night you spend in Prague on duty.

If you remain on the train throughout you should have no difficulties, but a swall
sum in Polish slotys is provided to meet any emergenci:s. You should reclaim this
from UNKRRA, so that you are able to return the original sum intact to Vicnna.

Zlotys: 1300 to the £ (UNR'A rate)
Eronen: 201 to the £.




+ERA officers travelling on trains are responsible for being present at any
searches of D.P., propcrty which are conducted en route ( emempt after crossing
the Polish Border.)

URRRA officers on trains are responsible for the UNRRA property put on board,

and which has to be returned to Salgburg or Klagenfurt. If no UNRRA officer

returns on the train, receipts for all these atores should be obtained from

the Train Commander., Immediately on return to Austria these receipts should be

sent to the UNRRA Zome Supply Officer in Salzburg or Klagenfurt, as the case may be.

UNHRA officers are responsible for the distribution of the lled Cross Parcels,
which must not be distributed until after the Polish Border is crossed. Only in
a grave emergency such as the complete breakdown of the milk supply for the
children on the train, can they be opened en route, as they are intended for the
repatriates on arrival,

If any repatriates have to be put off the train en-route in case of serious

illness, full particulars should be recorded andi handed to the off'icials in
Dziedice.

3rd December,l946,




Re 4 on Conditions in Poland affect Re

by M.Banby, Medical Officer

(Polish repatriation train February 20th 1947)

After the repatriants had left the train I continued to Katowice,
arriving there late on the afternoon of the 24th, and contacted the UNRRA
officials, On the morning of the 25th I continued to Warsaw arriving there
in the evening, after a long delsy. Un February 26th I reported to
Mr. Berger, Repatriation and Welfare Department, Folish lission, and we
discussed different problems. JAmongst these were the amnesty decree by
the Polish Governmment; 33,000 people had already been released from prison,
300 to 400 people who had been hiding in the woods of Poland had come out
of hiding, On the 22nd a declaration was made on the rights and fireedom
of the people. All information concerning these decrees was forwarded to
Vieana. Mr, Berger gave me the recent literature on repatriation and after
having read this, we had a conference on the spring repatriation programme
for Polish DPFs for Germany and the possibilities for Austria, This programme
was to be discussed in Vienna with Mr, Lindsay and Mrs.West (see attached
sheet of matters discussed at conference), The possibility was also
disoussed of a small group of DPs coming to Poland to study the situation
and give personal information on their retwrn to the camps.

After I had given a detailed report on the situstion in Austria
relating %o Jewish camps, the repatriation of Jews was discussed. About
20 Jews had returned on this repatriation train. In the report by Mr. Rosen
of August 1546 he reported about the Jewish settlements in Silesia. It was
arranged with Mr, Berger that I should visit the Jewish settlements of
agriculture and the fishing enterprise at Ssczecin, and the Jewish pettlement
at Wrosclaw, Walbrzych and Rychbach industrial centres of Lower Silesia.
In answer to wy query, Mr. Berger said that all workers would be able to find
a job immediately on their return and that there was special need for all
trained people, and in particular doctors, nurses and dentista. Housing
conditions would be good for repatriants, especially in the recovered
territories.

On the 27th I had a conference with the ghief of AJDC in Poland,
Mr, Bein, who confirmed that Jews who wanted to return % Poland and work
could find immediate employment, especially as artisans, in mines, railraods
and industries. No possibilities exist for speculation or peddling and such
people were not wanted by the Jews themselves in Poland, If groups would
like to retwrn, special arrangements for resetilement could be made if AJDC
were notified in advance regarding the ages, sex and trades of the
repatriants. Mr. Berger told me the seme thing concerning the organised
return of 50 or more Jewish people, lr., Bein confirmed that the Jews
were treated well by the Polish Government and had all rights and freedom.

After talldng to Mr. Bein I had a conference with Lt;x‘Jol.Dréggg,
Chief Rebbi of FPoland, who confirmed to me at the same time that the Jews
were well treated by the Govermment and that there were good possibilities
for people who wanted to retwn., Bigger Jewish conmunities existed, amongst
others at Warsaw and Lods, and there are 90,000 to 100,000 Jews in Poland
at pﬂlﬁnt.

ewlish Settl t S ¢in. On arriving at Sscgecin on the 238¢h I
contacted ﬁ qué Director of the FUR office, i , a8 the
Director, lir, Sowingki, had gone away. Captain Wichura put me touch
with the Chairmen of the Jewish Committee of Szcsecin, Dr. Haber, and the
members of the committee, by having one of his officers accompany we
and effect the introduction. With the Jewish Coumittee I discussed the
situation and living conditions of Jews in their area and the answers 1
received indicated that the information given was according to the political
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group represented, The Chairman, being a Zionist, told me et the beginning
that he would not be able %o give me the correct information as he was not
interested in the repatriation of Jews to Poland., Other members of the
comni ttee belonging to different parties showed great interest in the
repatriation of Jews and gave me fully detailed information. We made

& programe to visit the local Jewish social and cultural institutions and
to continue to the Jewish fishing enterprise at Tzebiez (formerly Giegenort)
the next day.

We first visited the 1,0,3. (Towazystwo Ochrony Zdrowia - Polisgh
Jewish association far public health) which exists throughout Poland. At
Szezecin twelve dootors wers giving medical aid to the Jewish community of
about 7,000, About 200 put-patients were treated daily and about 20 people
were visited in their hames. fmong these doctors were several specialists
attached to the institution, and there was also & dental clinic., Their own
pharmacy, in the seme building, prepared about 250 prescriptions a day, free
of charge, About 1,000 packages of additional food were issued to sick
people each month, I visited the whole building congisting of rooms for
medical and minor surgical trestment s & pharmecy, dental clinic and others,
MHore medical equipment was needed,

Then we visited the children's home, Janusze Koresaka, where
68 children from 0 to 3 years stayed during the day . In this home there
were different deperiments for each sge grouwp from 0 to 1 and ghove, The
baby department was very well equipped with little cots, playing pens, and
chairs and tables end toys for bigger children. Special meals were served
to the children sccording to the necessities of the age growp. Well-trained
nurses and nurse-sides looked after the children who stayed at this home
during the day time and retwrned to their howes as soon as their mothers
had finished work., :

We then visited a home for old people where 35 old men and women
were living, being taken care of by trained nurses. A centrel dining room
with redio, and an adjoining kitchen and the different bedrooms were vigited.

A kindergarten for about 70 children from 4 to 7 yeears was next
found the

visited; we children sitting at ables and having a very good
afternoon meal. They sang songs for us. I noticed that the children's
rooms were decorated with nice paintings and drawings, and the best palntings
of the children were on display on the walls, being changed every week,
Among these children were several orphans whose parents had died under
German occupation.

A school with 8 classes for 350 pupils was next visited, This
had been a school building formerly and was well equipped., As it was
already late, the children hed left. In this school, as well as in the
kindergerten, the children were taught in Polish and Yiddish,

On March lst we left by car belonging to FUR (very bad road
conditicns) for Tgebiez where we wished to visit the Jﬁg aoageratiw
bak Sgesecingki, the fishing enterprise. On 20%h October the
ctor of the enterprise, Mr, Rosenberg, received an order from the
Jewish commmity to build this fishing co-operative. At the moment
20 Jewish femilies are working at Tzebies and up to lst July 1947 50 families
can be taken on. Two fish shops of the co-operative were instelled at
Sgegecin; 5 fishing waters near Sgzegecin hired for sweet~water fish,
Tgebiez village, about 20 miles from Szcsecin, is situated on the river
not far from the coast and at the moment about 16 houses n the village
are owned by the co-operative, 35 permanent workers and 13 tesporary are
employed in this enterprise, among them 8 non-Jewish., The ! fishing
co-operative has two cutters and a motor control boat, and @ll the nets,
motors end fishing tackle were prepered for the coming season, Due to the
bad weather conditions fishing will start later than other Jears, 80 tons
of ice had been prepared far export in a bunker and 25 tons of ice in a shed.
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The co-operative has a central kitchen where I talked to some of the workers;
most of the Jews had come back from Russia where they spent the war years,

and they all seemed happy in their new surroundings. We saw other members
of the co-operative at their work and I talked to them. They all looked
healthy, and had good living conditions - two or more rooms for the families ~
and well furmnished with German furniture. We hed owr supper with the workers
in the central kitchen and a good meal was served consisting of soup, and
afber this vegetables, meat, potatees and coffee,

Great damage by war has been done to this area, but on the way
o Tzebiez we passed many villages where a large mumber of houses were
still unococupied and in good condition; we noticed the ssme thing in
Tzebiez itself. Polish repatriants coming to the recovered territories
will find good possibilities for living as a great number of farms and houses
are still unocoupied and can be obtained by them.

On the way back our car broke down and we had %o walk back to
Tzebiez and spend the evening with the different Jewish workers of the
co-operative until the car was repaired, Several children were living
there with their parents.

A big Jewish agricultural settlement was plamned and already prepared
in a village about 30 miles firom Szcsecin to concentrate Jewish farmers; at
present Jewish farmers were spread over more than 10 villages. No Jews would
be living in this new settlement until the spring. Due t very bad road
ecnditions it was impossible to vigit these different villages.

On March 2nd I returned to Warsaw and on March 3rd Mr. Berger,
Mr, Widdicombe and myself had a talk regarding the Ssczecin visit.

Repatriation and Jewish settlements in Silesia. On March 4th I left for
Wroociew end hed a meeting with the director of FUR, Mr, Jarwolinsgiti, on the 5th,
He gave me general information on repatriation in Silesgiza, From Russia and

east of the Curzon line 1,507,555 Poles had retwrned to Wrockaw and Lower
Bilesia. From western and southermn countries 279,155 had returned. 71,942 Jews
were repatriated from Bussia including a few Jews returning from concentration
camps, All these figures asre as at February lst 10M7. In heavy industyy
14,508 Jews with-femilie= were employed and 450 in agricultural work; their
work proved to be very good, The rest were working in ftextile industries

and in mines, as artisans in engine and wagon industries, and others.

In this area they need repatriants for work in light industries,
textile, chemical and other skilled trades in any quantity. Non-siilled
workers can be used as well. Good housing conditions can be guasranteed
for industrial workers and those working in coal mining. There are also
good possibilities for agricultural workers.

Amongst repatriants generally there are 114,556 fanilies worlking
in agriculture - a total of 415,342 people. In non-agricultural industries
thers are about 100,000 families, in all 315,000 people. Repatriants have
received the following help:

In cash;: 125,865,143 zlotys.

In food: 5,857 tons.

Bales of clothing: 1,676

Bales of shoes: ¥ 1604 (1 bale = 80 pair: of ghoes)
Crockery & kitchen utensils: 30 tons.

By Februexry lst 1,200,000 Germeans had been sant awm from Lower
Silesia, 180,000 still being there. 250,000 Germans hed passsd through
Lower Silesia on their way to Germany. Breslau has 200,000 Poligh inhabitants
and 15,000 Germans still remsin but will leave during 1947, The northern
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part of lower Silesia has been badly damaged end 50 to GOC is not yet
habitable. The south of lower Silesla ig hardly demaged. There is a very
great need of medical personnel everywhere, especially in the country.

German doctors ere still being retained since there are no Folish replacements.

The wniversity, polytechnic school and comsercial school in
Wrockeaw are very crowded with 9,000 students. ALl types of schools are
available inecluding industrial schools. 'erkers can be ‘I;hined in these
schools at govermuent expense.

10,000 people are working in the railway trade in Wrockaw wiich
was ruined but has now been rebuilt. There are possibilities for ewployment
everywhere, amongst others in the metal and asroplane industries.

After giving me this information the Director of FUR introduced
me to Mr, Bgrit, Chairman of the Jewish Comuittee of Wrockaw. Uir, Hgeit
informed me thet there were about 80 towns in Gilesis where Jews were settled,
among them about 10,000 in Wrockaw and sbout 80 »00 in Lower Silesis,

e then visited the Dr, Korssak kindergarten where sbout 100 children
from 3 to 7 yesrs were cared for until 5 o'clock, being provided with three
meels dedly. 25 children were living in the children's home which was very
well equipped; they received 5 meals daily. This kindergarten was on the
first floor of & school building that had been the Jewish school in VWrockaw
before the war., On the other floors of the building there was a school
for 384 children, We viszited the Aifferent classes where the children were
having their lessons, All children receive a reakfast meal during schooltime,
100 children in this school receive 3 megls; these are orphans or children
who have lost one of their parents. We visited the gyunastic hall during a
lesson, and also a carpenters workroos on the top floor where 100 children
were receiving instruction in carpentry. There were a dispensary end a
recreation room in this school,

After having ow meal in the canteen of the Jewish Committee we
vigited the Jewish press for Wrociew and %E whole of 54l esia, and the
commd ttee promised to give me back mmbers of their newspapers that had .
appeared in turn in Polish and Hebrew. At the same time this press prepared
all announcements and advertisements. All the workers on this paper were

Jews,

The Jewish Centrala was visited afterwards, They deliver raw
materials to 100 co=ocperatives in the country and receive the finished
products from these co-operatives. We visited the different departuents
of the Oentrsla seeing the departments where clothes for men and women ,
underwear, shoes, handbags and all linds of items were stored; and these
articles were delivered to the conmmers., The Centrals seened to be well
organised and the workmemship was good.

We next visited a factary for men's and woumen's clothing where
140 Jewish workers were employed, This factory started six '{.'wntha ago with
five workers and had been incressed each month, A% the moment well
qualified workers were earning salaries wp to 17 »000 zlotys & month, Shops
for the sale of this clothing were situated in the basement of the faotory,
The factory was well equipped with motorised sewing machines and motoriged
cutting machines. R club for the workers was in process of bo}.\n,g built,
The plan is to have 300 workers in thia factory, and at the Bape tiue the
director, Mir. Flaocz, is bringing in people from the country 10 frain them
in this special work. Afterwerds they are able %o go back 9 thedr small
villages and teach other young people. I talked %o several workers in this
factory; they seemed to be working hard and were satisfied with their
employment and living conditions, SR

We also visited a home where young men and women yere ving; they
had dormitories, recreation rooms and & central dining room. Phese young
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people are being trained in handicraft schools or are working in factories
and, as they have no parents ar family, they live in this home, This home
and similar ones in other places are called Bursas.

The chairman of the committee and the committee nembers were very
interested in the conditions of Jewish people in displaced persons and
refugee camps, and the chairman and his coumittee members told me that there
is plenty of work for everybody who wanted to retwrn, They were well treated
by the govermwent, and had good working and living conditions, They promised
to print an open letter to the camps giving detailed information about the
Jewl in m.lil.

On Harch 6th we left by car, under very difficult road conditions
( snowdrifts), for Rychbach, about 30 :dles from Wrockaw. 7,000 Jews are
living in this town with about 10,000 to 11,000 non-Jews. About 1,700 Jews
are working in Rychbach. In the whole district of Rychbach there are
13,000 Jews of whom 4,000 are working. The greater part of the Jewish
inhabitants had returned from Russia, but there were also some from
concentration camps. About 1,000 are working in the textile industry, and
270, inoluding families, on farms. The other Jews are working as shoemakers,
tailars, bakers, in a brush factory, as barbers, metal workers, painters and
in other trades. The vice~burgermaster of Rychbach is a Jew. Jews are also
working in all kinds of admwinistrative work. Their living conditions are good,
they have all rights from the Covernment and there sre no difficulties with
the local non-Jewish population,

Ve visited a 's co-o tive that has been in existence for
ten months where at present Jews are working; it is planned to inorease
this to 200 in the future. Nen's and women's clothes were being produced
from the material delivered by the Centrala in Wrociaw. Young people were
being trained in this co-operative. In a ghoemaker's co-operative we met
60 Jewish workers meking very nice and fashionable ien's and women's shoes,
A co-operative bakery - one of the five of the town - employing altogether
45 Jewish workers, gave the impression of being very clean and modern,

A beautiful n for 117 children from the ages of 3 t0 7
was vigited at Rychbach. Here the children are well cared for, receive good
food and have pleasant playing conditions. All the rooms were decorated
with tright paintings; dormitories gave the children an opportunity to have
their afternoon rest., Under the energetic direction of Mr. Taub, a2 trained
children's welfare worker, this Palac Dgiecka is a great success. We were
invited for lunch and had an opportunity of sharing the children's meal which
was very well prepared and adjusted to the needs of the children.

At the ORT school #n agriculture department with 14 pupils, a
radio technical department with 30 pupils and a tailor's department with
56 pupils were visgited. This achool offers very good training facilities,

tlement, In the district of Rychbach there were 40 Jewish
farms on an area of 1000 HA, with 270 people living on these farms. If large
agricultural projects are concerned, 3 or 4 Jewish farmers work on one farm,
During the past month the number of horses on Jewish farms in the district
had increased from 88 to 112, pigs from 94 to 155, poultry from 325 to 682,
The cows had decreased from 200 to 145 after having been redistributed among
the population. At Pie ¢ near Rychbach we visited a 43 HA Jewish
agriculture settlement with 7 horses, 12 cows, 13 pigs and a large number of
chickens, geese, sheep and others. Electric milking of cows was employed
and demonstrated %o me. 4 Jewish farmers were working on this farm which
was very well kept and was the model farm of the whole district. The house
where the families were living was well furnished. The Jews woriing on this
farm had been farmers befare the wear in Central Poland,
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fie then continued ow trip to Walbraych, the centre of industry
and especially coel mines. Due to bad road conditions we arrived late in
the afterncon and had to stgy there the night., I spent the evening with
the chairman of the Jewish committee, Mr, Bischbein, and other committee
members who were very keen to give me all information and were very interested
in the position of Jewish caups,

9,000 Jews are living in Walbrgych with a populztion of 110,000
non~Jews, 2,543 Jews are worlking in industry. Mr, Fischbein informed me
that Jewlsh workers were especially asikced for by the different industries
as they work very well and set a good example., 2,000 or more Jewish workers
could immediately find good work and housing conditions in Walbegych.
hummkinginalltradu-inthuglusindushw,coalnﬂ.nas,in
adninistrative work, as judges and in the town council » medical and other
professions. Housing conditions are very good, families living in two or
fiore rooms according to the sime of the family., German furniture can be
obtained for about 5 times the peace~time value for workers. JFor instance,

a complete room costs 800 zlotys. The free professions have to pay 10 %
30 times the peace-time prices., A worker earns an average of 4,000 % 5,000
zlotys and receives his food rations on ration tickets at low government
prices, and also a free midday meal, Rents for apartments are 100 to 150
zlotys a month for workers.

There are six Jewish schools for children from the age of 3 to 7
with 406 pupils, and a school for 195 children from the ages of 7 to 14.
285 children from 0 to 3 years received a monthly assistance of 500 slotys.
A nice children's home is being bullt at the moment, and a 200 bed hospital
given by AJDC is at present being installed at Welbrzych.

On March Sth we visited FPanstwowe Huta Szk¥a, the big g £
where 24 Jews are working out of a total of 756 workers. This factory
produces s raw glass, glass for ornaments, unbreakable and looking glasses
and other types of glassware, with a production of 220,000 sq.netres of raw
glass a month and 9,500 sq.metres of loolkdng glass a month. Jews are working
as melters, glass cutters, drivers, in an administrative capacity, and in
other departments. The director, Stup, and the chief engineer of the factory
are Jews. We visited the entire factory, talking to the different workers
who were satisfied with their present conditions and liked their work. Many
of them had had other professions formerly, such as tallors end shoemskers.
Many of them had learnt their new trade in Russia or had been trained recently;
some of them were furmerly employed in the glass trade. ILiving quarters for
workers are available from the factory with an average of two roous and a
kitchen - in most cases a bathroom as well., There are also available a
canteen, theatre and recreation hall, co-operative for shoemakers, tailors,
barbers and for food for the workers, including a kindergarten and sports
elub, By working without pay during holidays the workers were able to produce
a large gift of glass for Warsaw, A notice about the best workers, with their
pioctures, was regularly posted on the bulletin board of the recreation
hall, among them a great mmber of Jews,

We then visited one of the coal wines where the engineer showed us
round the different sections. Az we arrived too late end @id not have time
to go underground, we visited the coke ovens and the edjoining ammonia and
other factories, and all the technical departments above ground. 600 Jews
are working in the coal mines of Walbrgych, most of then having learnt this
trade during recent years, having been employed in quite different trades
formerly; only a few had previously worked in coal mines,

During the visit to the coal mine I was able to talk to several
of the Jewish workers in the coke department end machine rooms. By working
overtime these Jewish warkers had been able to give 500 tons of coal from
their bonus to a Jewish children's home in Warsaw.
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On uy return to the committee the chairman gave me a number of open
letters written by Jewish inhabitants of Welbrgych to camps in Austria,
together with several Jewish newspapers with information on the work of Jews
in the different industries in Walbrzych. The chairman gave me a letter
written in Polish and signed by all meambers of the committee for publication
in all camps giving detailed information on the work end social and quliwral
life of the Jewish comuunity in Wallrgych.

While I was here a mother came up %o me with a list of names of
families whose children had left the country last year and were living in
refugee camps, This mother, as well as the chairman of the cocumittee,
told me that these families wanted their children of 11 to 15 years back,
as they were living under good conditions and wished o have the families
reunited, I promised the chelrman to take wp this matter in Vienna, He
had alresdy informed UNRRA Warsaw about this natter and I advised him %o
contact Warsaw whenever he had new lists of names,

We returned to VWrockaw, and in the meantime the committee had

printed leaflets for all camps giving the camp inhabitants informetion
about life for Jews in Silesia.

General conclusions on Polish repatriation, including the retwrn of Jews.

After visgiting the different parts of Poland and contacting the
various authorities, I have come to the conclusion that at the moment
repatriants to Poland will find work immedistely, good living conditions
and help from official authorities. They will find their wages, food
and sceommodation will be sufficient. There is no luxwury, but people
will be sble to lead a normel life. This concluaion applies not only
to Polish repatriants in general, but also to Jews returning to Poland,
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Father Jelgenski left Salshurg A 1547 for Codmw. The case was discussed
with Mr. Widdocombe, CHy, Ui, Polish Mssion since CHY Viemma hed regueated
Father Jelsenaki to bacadesst on the radio., Commmications were late in getting
through and Father Jelsonsii had arrived im JejJitzl anmd departed before such
arvengesents for btrosdeast could be sade. Sowe time later, Nr. i iddecoche wes
in the vicinity where rather Jelsenski resettled and talked with him shout the
broadeast.

Mr. Viddecosbe feels that after being in contact with a mumber of other
persons, he had veen warned mot 0 wske public lrvedcasts without the prios
spyroval of his Chmuch superiors. Father Jelsenski stated that he willstill be
willin to sake a lavedicast to people in fustris se soon as the writtan persdssion
for this can be secured from the Cariimel. WM. Viddecoube has made ssveral atteupt
and expects to call the Caxdimnl in the very near future regarding the arrangausnt
for such s broadosat.
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eing in C,.H.(.Vienna on the 30th of Jamuwary L7 I got the m@ssage to join the
repatriationtrain due on the 3rd of February 47 to Poland. The train coming from Italy
.-;as to be picked up in Kufstein ( French Zone Austria ).

I loved to. go, had my papers and everything ready imn December L6 and was very
much disappointed, when just one day before leaving jaundice made me unable togo.

Filling in the required forms and leaving my passport in the travelsection
Viemna, I sent the next day 2 passportphoto's to the same office by signals, which were
not required the first time I should go.Instructions to personnel accompanying Polish
Repatriation trains were provided by Miss Varner, Repatriation Section C.H.(Q.Vienna and
seemed to bet very helpful,
On the 2nd of February in the late afternoon a message came from H.J,Klagenfurt to go on
to Kufstein the next day. Transport was not provided. The idea was, that Miss Florence
Boester, American Welfare Officer, Camp Admont, Brit.Zone, would have a car to bring
both of us and the luggage to Salzburg and from there on to Kufstein, The difficulty
however was, that Miss B, was in Linz at that moment, not knowing better than to accom-
pany the Polish Repatriation train due to leave the 15th of the same month. We succeeded
to get through tb her the same evening and to discuss the matter whth her.
Miss Butler ( Chief Nurse Brit.Zone ) was so kind and helpful to promise me her car +
driver to bring me to Salzburg, where iiss Boester would wait for me having transport to
Kufstein., On the way to Liezen I should pick up Miss B's luggage, needed for the trip,
at the F.F.S5.8s office.

On the 3rd of February we left only at noontime. The driver had to go through
all kind of formalities in the morming to be able to go into the American Zone,
Qutside Liezen we came into a snowstorm, went into a ditch, but with help of a couple of
Army boys everything wes o.k. after 10 minutes, The driver was checking the tyres all the
time, When I asked him whether there was something wrong , he told me, the tyres were
very bad and indeed, after a couple of minutes the first one was flat and had to be
repaired., We came into Liezen and heard in the F,F,S.,office that Miss B.'s luggage was
returned to Admont by mistake. It was supposed to be on the way to L. again and it would
not be long. Being L4 o'clock already and not knowing exactly at what time the train was
coming into Kufstein, I was getting nervous a bit, After 20 minutes the luggage came back
indeed and we went off again, but after a short time 2 of the tyres went flat at the
gsame time, T was getting more and more excited, the more we happened to see one cat after
the other on the road, which I could not possibly see as a sign of " good luck to you ".
Indeed there was some more to come, At the U.S.Zone border the driver's papers seemed to
be not in order, the discussion of which cost us at least 8nother 20 minutes, It was then
10 o'clock in the evening and finally, pointing out the necessity of going on, they did
let us go. In the meantime I of'ten warned the driver to be careful, the road being bad
and slippery and better to come too late for the train than a bit earlier in hospital,
which he agreed, But, without his fault, just outside Salzburg, our last and biggest
accident happened. A car coming along, the driver of which did not dim the headlamps at
all, we were totally blinded and unable to see 2 huge trucks standing on the right side
of the road without any backlights. What happened we could not realize at the same moment,
except an awful crash and the sound of breaking glass at my right side and we found our-
selves Jjust cross the road at the left. The first thing we asked each other was, 'are you
alright?' and that being so, we thanked Cod and T personally St.Christopher, whose small
silver byou, given to me by my fiancee, before he left UNRRA, I always carry with me,
We came out of the car, the door at my right being badly damaged and there only we realizesd
what a wonder it was that we were saved. The back upper part of the car was completely
smashed and taken off. Poor driver, he was a young YougoSlavian D.P., the car was his own,
he was working for UNRRA only a short time and he was not certain about any insurance,
The drivers belonging to the standing trucks tried to argue with us, but we thought it
better not to waist any of the precious time and to have a statement made by the M.P, and
the Austrian Police. The American M.P. seemed to have not anything to do with it, driver
and car being civilian, therefore we went to the Austrian authorities., Not any damsge
was caused to the engine, thus we continued our way to Sigzburg. Arriving in the Hofwirt
hotel at 1] o'clock, the first person I saw there, was Miss Boester, who, to my greatest
relief,” we had to meet the train in Kufstein the day after, I was so happy to be
able to have a good sleep after all what happened and to give the driver accomodation and
when they gave me a room to share with a former UNRRA-collegue of Dutch nationality, who
joined the A.J.D.C. lately and who welcomed me very cordially, I just felt pleasant having
a nice talk in double Dutch together,




The next morning I phoned to Miss Butler and asked her what had to be done with the

car and she thought it better to have the most urgent repairs done and let the driver

eturn to Leoben.

he same morming we left for Kufstein per statiomwagon, via the autobahn in Germany, which
saved us a lot of time and our papers were in order to cross the German border as well,
At 2 p.m., we arrived . The Director, lir.Squadrille, and nobody else in the team, knew
anything about a repatriationtrain coming through. We phoned to Vienna and heard that the
train in question was due to leave on the 6th, 2 days later, What to do? In the office

of the Kuf#sfincamp we got tea, biscuits, butter and marmeslade, it was a treat, for we
did not have a meal at lunchtime, but we noticed, as the Director hims¥ef stated, that
food and billeting for us would be a big problem, We decided to go to Imnsbruck to await
further orders there. The Chief Accountant of Vienna happened to be in Kufsteincamp and he
was just leaving for I. Our luggage we had to leave behind having not much room in the
Jeep and Dr. Dunne who would be with us on the train, was supposed to come the next day
and would kindly teke it with him, The bfilleting-office in Innsbruck sent us to the Golf-
hotel in Igle, about 10 minutes' drive outside I. a beautiful place where we had dinner
and the usual French wine together and we enjoyed our stay there very much.

The next morning, our first thing to do was, to go back to the UNRRA-office, asking whethe
there was more news. There was not. We went to see the AJDC-peoplein I. Adolf Pichler
platz 20, where Miss Boester had some business to do. After that we had some sightseeing
by car, which was kindly given at our disposal for a few hours. After coming back to the
H.Q.I. they thought it better for us to go back to Kufstein, because it was not at all
certain whether the train would stop in I. and having had bad experience with former
UNRRA-people who had the biggest trouble to trace the train, it was supposed to be safer.
Te hesitated, but there was no choice.
Back in Kufstein we made acquaintance with Dr. Dunne, Irish Medical Officer, who would be
the third member of our party, and with Miss Easto, Vol.Societies, who brought our papers
with her from Vienna, that we felt as a relief! The second reception was pretty cool. The
members of the team offered us the sittingroom and one of them, who changed " duty " had
the meal with us together, while the others had their meals in their own rooms, After the
dinner we were brought to a hotel in town, where we were billeted for the night.
After breakfast the next morming we went to the railwaystation and made inquiries about
the train. The only thing they could tell us there, was, that there was a train with re-
patriates from Italy to come , destination Poland, That was a step nearer! In the after-
noon we did some shopping, nice ceramicwork was in the shopwindows and we walked to the
UNRRA~camp where lfiss Brydone, Chief Nurse French Zone, took us round to see the medical
setup there, Especially the baby-clinic with the separated boxes and drawers underneath
impressed us favourably. After dinner we inquired again at the railwaystation and heard
that the train was not supposed to come in before 3 o'clock the next morning. Thet meant
spending another night in K. We asked the railway-official on nightduty to ring us when
the train was leaving Innsbruck, that would give us still 1% hours and we could get
things ready in time, having a 1litlle rest before.
In the evening one of the servants of the K.team asked us to write our names in the guest-
book and the supply-officer came to see us about giving rations there, which we discussed
with him and refused. Our Polandtrip would not be any shorter by the fact that we had to
wait in K. for our train more than 48 hours and we were sure that they could indent for
the personnel accompanying repatriationtrains through normal channels, Very unpleasantly
surprised we were at the lack of hospitality and understanding in that team. The same
evening we had a nap and at 3 a.m. the phone rang and the train was due to come in at
about 4.30 a.m. It was 5.30 in fact when we heard the train coming and the man on duty
said to us more or less sneeringly " L7 Sttick, alles Viehwagen ". We left the luggage on
the station and the doctor and I went along the train to ask for the traincommander, for
no living soul was to be seen. Finally the engine driver told us to go to boxcar N.20, we
walked back in snow 1} feet deep. Boxcar N.20 was closed as all the other ones, After a
while of banging on the door, we tried not to make too much noise, as we feared there
might be babies in the cars beside, we eyentually heard a sleepy voice asking who that
was, Not too friendly, I'm afraid, we s we were the UNRRA-doctor and the UNRRA~nurse
arfd and askedAfflether we were expected or not. We really were afraid that the train might
leave, leaving us behind and we could not possibly carry our heavy bedrolls through the
snow for such a distance. After a few minutes somebody came out and we followed him to the
"Pahrdienstleitung" to tell the Railway-official on duty not to leave until 6.30 a.m. to
give us time to fetch the luggage which had to be put on a sleirh to carry it to our com-
partment, a catllecar as all the other ones. I was amazed not to say disappointed and why?
Asking for some practical suggestions in the Repatriationsection Vienna, they told me per-
sonally not to worry about taking too many things with me, as for cooking utensils, drugs
and other necessary items, because we should go on a very good train with 2 fully equipped
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hospitalcars, a kitchencar, an officerscar, etc. I took that for granted and did not
bother about taking unnecessary supplies with me!
The military people gave us an emergency place in their car and we tried to rest a bit on
’ur bedrolls on the floor. Frozen we were when we got up later, When we were given a hot
mug of coffee we felt better again., Being daylight we made acquaintance with an American
Major, being in charge of the transport, with a BritishUNRRA-Major, being liaison-officer
and to our big surprise with an Irish medical offficer, an American Welfare officer and
an Australian nurse, the last 3 people all being UNRRA. Was not it amazing? That explained
to us, why we were not so extremely welcome and maybe not expected! Was there any need
for 2 UNRRA-doctors, 2U.nurses and 2 U. Welfare officersf on a trip for 565 repatriates ?
These UNRRA-people ( it was their second trip ) came all the way from Italy, had worked
with the people for several days. It was a most confusing situation ! We shared duties
ag good as possible, The hospitalcar, also a boxcar, was right in the middle and we laoked
after the right side while they managed the left.
During the first morning we got a car for ourselves. It was really a task to make the
"Viehwagen" a bit homelike, but with assistance of the Army- and UNRRA-people who provided
us extra blankets to cover the walls and to lay them on the floor ( it was terribly
draughty ), nails, a stove, dry wood and placed a batman at our disposal, we menaged all
right. As for the wor:mgm,re was really not anything to be done, we walked along the
train at the different stops and asked whether there were any sick people, how many chil-
dren and babies there were in the car and had a look at the same time at the cleanliness
of the quarters., The majority of the people came from Africa, where they had been in
camps since 1543. They seemed to be a happy crowd together, were pretty well loocked after.
At the start of the trip everybody received a " 10 in 1 " parcel. The children under 6
years old were getting one tin of milk daily and once during our being on the train fresh
loaves of bread , one a head, were distributed., On many stops fresh water would be fetched
and if water was not available, snow was always there,
After a few hours stay in our catflecarhome, we could enjoty it very much and we had the
feeling, that we were closer to the people, than if we had travelled in a comfortable
officers'compartment,After all, wes not it much more fun and a nice experience to remem-
ber ? We thought to be very lucky to have the Irish doctor with us, who seemed to be an
| extremely handy person and who brought several most useful things along, €.g. 2 primus
stove, an aluminium hot water jar, candles, string ete. Without them we should have Been
pretty badly off. =8
The first day on the train passed very smoothly as well as the next days. Except
for quite a few cases of constipation, a few colds and a couple of headaches, the people
were in good healthcondition. e realized it was better not to question them too thorough
ly as to their condition, as we had only a minimum of drugs and medical supplies. There-
fore the doctor's remedy lay in his Irish sense of humor, He did not ask too many questie
ons, but made yokes here and there, took some snapshots off different groups of people
and they felt satisfied and happy. I did not yet mention that the people prepared their
own cooking . They had a small iron stove in each car, there was plenity of wood and some#
times coals ( of unknown origin ). The mothers looked after their own babies and there
were not too many troubles. As for toiletfacilities, in the front part of each car, a
small place was partidioned off, only to reach from outside, where a high wooden box with
cover was plaged, which was emptied a few times a day and provided with chlorine of lime.
That remindsmzf' funny things happening on the way. When the train stopped somwhere, nobo-
dy Kew for how long that would be, I asked the Major the first morning whether they could
tell us at each stop, how long the train was going to stay, it varied from 5 minutes to a
few hours. It was difficult not knowing,as regards the work to be done and for the people
also. It was impossible, his answer was, he did not know it himself, which we considered
an unsatisfactory answer, but we could not do anything about it., No signal was given
before the train left, dbut all of a sudden, off we went, with the result that more than
once people were left outside. I myself had a funny experience the first morning.
The train stopped and I asked the Major whether I could go outside for a few minmutes, he
said alright and T went to the place in the car mentioned before. After one minute I
felt the train moving and could not get out anymore, But I happened to be not the only
vietim . A couple of moments later 2 men game into the same place and asked me whether
they could stay there  being so frishtfully cold outside. And there we stood the three
of us, seeing the humor of the case. Unnecessary to say that ifiss B. and the doctor were
worried about me, but the Major assured them that everything was o.k. and that they
would see me again the next stop. In the meantime I got frozen there and had to do a
good deal of tapdancing. A mice cup of hot coffee given to me when I m.baau:]e: after 3
quarters of an hour and a plave near the stove warmed me up totally andvwes a lot of
laughter when I told them my experience, how I passed the time away in that funny little
place learning some Polish. All's well that' ends well.
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Early in the morming at 7 a.m. on the 3rd day Czech officials came into our car
to cReck our papers, ile did not go intc Prague on our outward yourney having the intention
q go on to Warsaw and to have the arrangements for our returnirip made in the Unrra-office

ere.
Coming nearer to the Polish border the people were getting more and more excited and rest-
less. On the L4th day at 5 p.m., we were stuck only 15 Km, from the border, not knowing the
reason. Everybody had packed already and it was a big disappointment indeed that we had to
stay another night in the cars. There blew a terrific cold wind and we did not feel happy
at all., The only thing was, that we could assure the people, that we could unload the first
thing in the morning at 7 a.m. in Dziedice. At the 11lth we were in the place mentioned and
a heavy snowfall we had to unload people and luggage, The repatriates had to turn in some
items as stoves, pipes, buckets etc. which they got on loan at the $tart.They received then
a signed paper with which j$hey could get food for the first next days. There were no Red
Cross parcels this time,
The few patients in the hospitalcar had to be admitted into a Polish hospital , but we did
not have to do anything with that either, the first doctor and nurse took charge of them.
The receptioncamp where the people had to stay one or two days was just opposite the statim
the entrance of which was decorated with green, welcomegreetings all around and portraits
of the Polish President and some other big shots. What I felt extremely amazing was, that
nobody was there to welcome the repatriates . A very cool reception I should say ! Having
no office in D, anymore no UNRRA-official was at the atation.

When we were sure that nothing could be done by us anymore, we said good-bye to the
American Army Major and to the 4 UNRRA-people, who had to stay till all formalities were
fulfilled. We hoped to meet them in Katowice. They had to return on the same train and
were not even allowed to go to K. without an escorte,

At 12 o'clock noontime we took the train to K.Miss B, had some Polish money and bought the
tickets, 60 Zlotys each. The train was awfully crowded and we did not manage better than
finding a 3rd class compartment, where we had to go in with our heavy bedrolls and every-
thing, At 14.30 p.m. we arrived in K., found the Monidpol Hotel, just opposite the station
very easily and there our first trouble was, having to argue with the 3 porters who brought
our luggage on a small carrier and who demanded 2 packets of cigarettes each, e thought it
too bad and inguiring at the desk we heard that 1 packet each, equivalent of i 240 Zlotys
would do very well. The difficulty was, we had no Polish money yet to pay them with,

le hooked our rooms and had a nice wash before goinf to the UNRRA-office only a few yards
from the hotel No.l3 on the same side of the street. We wanted to go further into Poland
and the K.office made all the necessary arrangements for us and paid us the living allowan-
ce, 3 x 1400 Zl. ( 1300 Z1. to the L. UNRRA rate ) that was for the first 3 days. Miss
Boester phoned from there to Warsaw to inform then about our coming 2 days after and I made
inquiries after the Polish Red Cross office, having to speak to one of the ladies there.

We had a walk in town . Katowice, called the Pittsburg of Poland, is a very unattractive
and dirty place. You feel filthy af'ter a short time being outside, e were amazed to see
all kinds of lovely things in the shopwindows. The pastries were beautiful, whipped cream
everywhere, And nothing rationed, everything on the free market, but very expensive,

Back in the hotel we ordered our first Polish meal. There are 3 meatless days a week, all
kinds of poultry you still can get then. So we ordered chicken with different vepetables,
mashed potatoes , compdte, beer, coffee and a drink of wine. The bill was 2100 Zl. includig
the tip for the 3 of us. For such a good meal not too bad we thought. There was a very good
band of 8 men playing and there was a dance, The next morning we had an apple, fresh rolls,
plenty of butter, poched eggs and coffee for breakfast. for 1050 Zl. the three. Then we
went to the UNRRA-office again and got our reservations for Warsaw., The train was $e due t
leave the same day at 20 p.m. but was supposed to have a couple of hours delay, Ve discove
ed a hairdresser in the Monopol Hotel, bad a haiwwash + set and a manicure, which was badl
needed and paid 260 Zl. each. They worked very well and quickly, The same morning I went

to see Madame Germanowa at the Polish Red Cross. I had to ask herj gbout a report on our
Polish children who were repatriated in November 46. She welcomed very cordially , inguire
after a few Unrra-people she had met before, lrs, West. Miss Dogit Camil, }iss Vi Bretoi
and sent her kindest regards to them, Together with her I ¥isited the Polish Assembly Centre
where the children are coming after repatriation and waiting for parents and relatives.

T was more or less pleasantly surprised to find some of our children back we had in our
Children's Assembly Centre at Leoben, Austria for quite a long time. T felt sorry that

they etill had not been able to go to their own homes. The children were very well looked
after . The wooden barracks in which they are living are big, winterized, centrally heated
well painted and kept clean, tidy. Nobody expected us and the impression the whole setup
gave me was pleasant,

Our train to Warsew left that night at 23 p.m. We had no sleepers and i§ was awfully hard
to get in, the compartments were overcrowded, At last one of the Railway-officials opened
an empty women compartment for us and when somebody tried to come in, he used to say

" no,no, reserved for the American Delegation ". Was not it funny ?




In Warsaw we were billeted in Hptel Centrsl an unatiraetive place,

’

e had to cgmglein there while pur sheets seemed o have been in use

before, We had a marvellous lunch at Hotel "Pg 1lghia" » & place wheee

the diplomates ﬁf mnnv -nrrlrm.cou4+r 8 used to come, After lunch we
"ucut to the UNRRA-qffice, There we were very cordiaslly received by Mr,

Berger, Chief of Missign, He¥y was mpost helpful ty us, made arrangements

for us tp sece the A.J,D,C.people, kngwing that especislly Miss Bpeséer

was most interested in the Jewish prpgblem and gave us a car t5 our

l’iiL Jrj JFT

Varsaw is in a terrible state, 80% of

is éestrgyed and uninha b1tﬁole, and we could npgt understand where all £as

pedple we waw in the streets were living, There are a few streets re-

built with emergency shops. The whpole impression was mest depressing.

Mr, Berger told us that the living allgwance in Pgland would be Z1, 1700

a day + 21,300 & day for hptel expenses asnd we wot the leferowcn that

made with the arrangements medc in the L atowice gffice calculs blOLD.

We had a very good dinner at 's .2 nice little place with music

and dance,

The next morhing we h ) aple breakfast in pur hotel and went to
the A, J,D,C, office by ¢ We he » nice and very interesting talk with
the pegple there and after a while I went tp; the tracing-buresu A,J.D.C.
and made sgme inguiries for realtives for pne of my friends. At least
fiftewn pegple were Working there and working very hard and efficieatly
I heard lnuor oh. The names of the pepgple I asked for ugulﬁ ot be &
found in their card-system unfortunately but they prOmised me %, adwer-
tise in different newspapers in Ppland and tpo let the persqn in quéstion
know,

We intended tp Zo on to Krakpow, feeling more and mere depressed in
Warsaw and the UURRA— ffice booked our ticket for the next day. In khe

afternpon gne of the AuDC—WnrkorE, 2 nice American qi-_, accompanidd
us on & tour thrgough Warsaw's ghetts, where we only saw the remainings
of the former biggest Jewish conmunity, Everything was flat, here and
there heape of bricks,
We had supper in angther place again, in "Simgn Stecki" this
we could enjpoy it very much as ususl, The Polish way of cool
cellent we thought, very tasty,

on our lgst day in Trrma we visited a Jewish children's home in
0twock, pgutside W, operatéd by the Central Jewish Committee and Ffinmnced
by the A.J,.D.C. Beventy children sged 3 = 16 yvears were there st the
mpoment, grphans and half grphans, It was a beautiful place in the mgst
begutiful scenery, Nice little tidy roome in which each child has got
its own cabinet, which was kept in perfect porder, The children lgppked
happy snd seemed tp consider this institute as their temporary home.

We left W, the same day at 18 p.m, We got 2 third class sleeper and
Miss Bpoester end I were c1r;ri:nd to discover that such a skeeper hdd
no less than 5 berths and the 3 gther pnes were gccupied by men, We
asked the railway official whether that meant a méstske, but it seemdd,
to be alright, ng beds were free in the women's department, We just
layed dowm without undressing snd being tired we had a rather Zond
sleep, We arrived in Krakow at 9, 30 the next morning, There we fook a
horsesleigh ty the Franzuski Hptel, where we were billeted, The msan
charged us pgnly 21,200 with all pur luggage. The hpotel was a very nice
place , the pegple at the d&k mgst helpful snd agreeable, Miss B, amd
I shared & room, we had good beds and bedlights even, which we did ngt
see faor e long time, central hesting and heot and cpld water in the rgom,
The dpctor snd I sttended A Mass gt 1l\g'cloek in the morning in a nice
little church just oppgsite our hgotel, In the afternpon
we had a walk being Sunday however, we could npt gp in anywhere, In Mhe
evening we went to the "Casangva Club" a mpst attractive cpsy place,
where we had a simple supper., There was a ool Variete~program, an ex-
cellent band and dance, We heard there Poland's best comedien, Karpgl
Hanuseh and slthough we could ngt understend gne word, we realized,
that he must be very good indeed, The bill we had tp pay afterwards was
extremely high,
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The next mpormning we shpould be taken back g KﬁtoviCﬁ by car ¢ 1

Miss B, end I got up earlier than usual %o go in towm and to see sqgne-
thing mare of Krakpow, It is a very beautiful and interesting uanfwslt*—
city with many buildings and towers of pgld architecture, We saw the big
markethall and were amazed what variety of lovely articles was for sale
there, We visited an antiquariate and Miss B, found some LnSﬁ intergsting
gilver articles of Jewish art used in Synagpoges, Coming back teo the
1gtel we got a ring from K&uo’lce that the ear which shpuld fetch us,
broke down on the road and that we eoquld betier take the bus gt 1, 350
p.M., It togk us about 2 hpurs and we were back in K, ;wq1n We wentto
the UlNRRA~qoffice and asked them to make reservatipons for Dr, Dunne and
me to go on to Prague tHe same night, Miss B, should stay in Ppland a
few days longer becsause arrange'ents were made for her to visit a Jewish
settlement in former Breslasu, I JhonCL Madasme Germangwa from the Pplish
Red Crgss and being ngt in the office anymore she proméséd me to send
her repprt on our Pol,little repatriates tpo the UNRRA-pffice next day
where Miss B, would piek it up, We had pour last Pplish megl tpgether

in the Mongnol Hotel, The train due to leave at 20,83 left only at

22, p.m, And we nearly missed it even, the porters being so awfully
tight snd guarrelling all the time, Fortunately the rallwaystation is
jugt pgpposite the hptel ss I mentiponed befgre., We gave them pgur last
Z1, 300 with which those gemtlemen were npgt satisfied at all, We were
lucky tpo have a first class compartment for ourselves and could have

& good rest afterwards, What o say sbout the impression we gpt in
Poland ? The situation is mpst confusing, we thought, The foeod is ex-
cellent, all clpothing free, but would the average man be able tg bDuy
gll that? We had sn intewsting talk with gne of the raiway-officials

a man having a pretty respgsible Jjob, He 1tpld us his wages were

Z1, 2400 a month, with Z1, 200 for each child, he had 2, The first 906
calpories a day were supplied tpo working pegple by the government st a
cheap rate.The bslance then had to be bought at the free market, at
eXorbitant high prices as we had ngticed, To give a few examples:

1 E.G, pf butter coste Z1,500, 1 packel of cigarettes Z1, 240, cheap
pastries Z1, 190-15, for which Vou pay in better mstaurants wp teo Z21,150.
A cup of coffee in an average staurant costs Z1.150. Glothing is par-
ticularly expensive, but ererytalng unrationed end withpout coupons.

The impression given us by the average man is, a secret fear and com~-
plete dissatisfaction, certailily politically, and alsg ecolipmica 11y,
Before giving an gpen snswer we npoticed more fthan gnce that pegple
looked gver their shpulders whether anybody was ligtening, An agtitude
knegwn s well by me nersonally from pur bad years under German pccupa-
tion, We met & Polish Jew coming from Palestine gn the way to Germany

to feteh a Jewish boy of 12 ¥. old,hidden there during the war, We dse-
cussed life in Ppland and we mentipned him spome prices,he drew pur at-
tention to the fact that it was ngt 1300 Z1. to the £, but only 400.
That explained to us the 21,1300 to the £, (UNRRA-rate) as given in our
instructigns, Thus was life in Poland 3 times as expensive as we thought
it was,
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From the Katowice office we golt only tickets to the Pplish-Cgech
border, because the throughout tickets to Prague pught to have been
provided by the Warsmw poffice, Katgowige however gave us a letter writ-
ten in Pglish for the railwayauthporities in Prague, that expenses would
be borne by the UNRRA-poffice there, The railway-officials in the train
did not pay much attention to #edt letter and it meant an swful nuisance
to see the dame man coming intgo our compartment at least 4 times during
the night, trying to get American deollars, and if npt any, English mgney
out of us, Arriving in Prague the next mgrning at 11 a,m,I cleaned #he
matter with the railway-suthorities there, who were very understanding
and agreesble, A porter who took our luggage out of the train and beousht
it inty the station charged us 20 Kr, (rol to the &, ),VbPV reaspnable,
After phening to the UNRRA-,ffice, Kralpvska 1, they advised us %o take
a taxi and to bring the driver along to be pald there, we had only a
couple of Krponen to meet any emergencies, We got billeting in the tgavel
section, it would be hotel Flgra, Stalingva, a good distance awaey but
to reach guite eesily with tramecar No. 1l0.
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The living-allgwande in Czechp-Slgwakye we were entitled to,was
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for each night we spent in Prague on duty, of which ampunt
rxpcnsii hﬁd to be paid, thi nt v tp &rrangements

the living a
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were'*"gvidtd
ought, cost us gnly 30 Kr, Dinngr
een, Stepanskas Np, 24, a nice cpsy
but not %o cempare with the meals
It seemed to be a very good ides
: sient persom to have spome UliRRA=-pleces to go #0.
T 'g Ou;.":..l‘ ”‘Jn:w 1 tigns there, for food and clgthing 1is
rati o,.eL in Cze cug—S‘T tye. We went to & Cinema that ewning where/fe
“U mberger .Trial" was an, DE Eron, each Tor balepny seats.
Ve did not understand onr word of the speech,. only the pictures were
speaking to us. The next mnrnwng went again to the UNRRA pffice and
had an appointment at lo a,m luh ohe of the UTRRA~nmJlOvees s Who Was
8o kind to tske us to a few uhoys shere 1t was zgr*w while to have alook
round, The most beautiful 5lassware and silver is tp admire in many
shops, Prague is a very interesting town end its reputation tp be the
museumn of the mediseval history of Central Eurpgpe and being ranked
ampong the fgour mgst beautiful towns of al e the interigr
of. the Continent, spesks onrtfﬂn’* ' 1tsel: pecial industries in
Cz. 81, are "ﬁks and ergkeryware, ] autgmgl s ete, Karlsbad
and Marienbad being npot too far ﬁ;, and being interes | from a medical
point of view, we Inguired in ok S ! i 1€
whether they cpuld yPoViﬁﬁ transpo or the next day t seemed to
be impgssible, the rpoads ¥ E a0 3 | he was a quite a Aot
of Engwfall
It was a great uitv n‘ the weatl was It ol agreeable, the
sky being always n1ou%v wing nearly & a3 We felt more
or less depressed after a forgot nent ue numerpus mpst
lovely flowephops we saw all gvc“ ﬁ01q1d an gue, The biggest va=-
riety in tulips, lilacs, lilies of the valley ef was tp be found thereg
It reminded me sg much of the beautiful shgps in my homecountry.
The last morming of gur stay in Prague we went %o see the famgus Charles
Bridge with the 30 statues on Jotn sides, certainly one of the mpst
beautiful views of Pr arue, with the fantastic grouping of rgofs, spires
ﬁud towers of the Mala Stransa, Thet morning we left a ngte in the UNRRA
fice for Misse Bgpes tLP who was supppeed tg come back from Ppland at
noontime and we should like tpo have luncg with her snd tp hear abgut
her experiences of the last few days, Indeed she came %ty the Canada
Hotel and we had lunch and a2 nice talk together, Afterwards we took
tramear Neo. 10 and went to the Flgora Hotel tgogether where Miss B, was
alsg billeted, We bought spome pastries. round the cormer and pgrdered
tea for three in my room, for we should not have a hpot meal anymgre.
The train tpo Vienna was due tp TGFVa at 5,30 p.m, from the Wilsponstation
and the car would feteh us at 5 g'clpek, Arriving at the platform, we
met Miss Margaret Ppohek, Child Welfare Speciglist C,H,6Q Vienna why was
on her way back, We had a compartment next tp each gbher and paid &
visit now and then, The journey Prague ity Vienna was npgt very pleasant
We had ng sleeper althgugh we asked for reservatipsns eslready 4 days
ghead, Mqregver the trsin was leaving from the Przgue B8tation, There
was np heating during the night, We were frozen after a while and vhen
the dgctor at a stop at Mezimgst near the Austrédn border, managed %o
get us 3 mugs of hot coffee, we thought it a Gpd's send.
Miss Ppohek had a very interesting experience by discovering a big black
market affeir, in the form of a box wrapped in black paper and hiaden un-*
der her seat, which contents seemed tg be a number of small boxes filled
with saccharine, After telking tp a customs inspectnr whg happened t-be
in her egmpartment for a while, her attention was drawn when she heard
that a new wam of blakmerketeering was to hide parcels in gther compart-
ments under sefas,
We came in at the N, W, station at last at 130p.m.pretty hungry, The
UIIRRA bus came tpo feteh us and we went off ity the Ppst Hotel where
Mr, Carton, Travel Section Vienna, cordial and efficient as always had
ordered us a hot meal which we cquld more than enjoy having had our last
one more than 24 hours befgre. :
This was the end of the Pyland trip, at the start mpre orf
less disappointing, but after a while enjoying 4t very much and feeling
it was a grand experience richer in life, &y .
) -
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WHAT ETUERY RETURNING CITIZEIT SHOULD XIiOW.

The following answers to guestions iiost asked by Polish D,Ps have
been obtoined by UNRRA following discussions in Worsow and with the Polish
Central Kepatriation Mission for Germony.

Work, and Enploynent.

— e —— i T e .

1. Q. W11 I be welcaned having delsyed 3y return for so long?

4, Poland welcaues all Poles whe will work, The earlier you caue, the
better prospeet and job you will have ond therc will be no diseriidnation
against you for having delayed,

Is therc work for nmec in Poland?

Yes, *herc is more work thon therc arc workcrs. Both on the lond and
in the towms, In faetories and in the regdned territories in Lower
Silesin Gornans are stil! working, but only because there is o shortage
of Polish workers, In this encrgeney period it is cunparstively casy
to acguire teehnieal qualificntions in a short period of tine and to
learn to operate ..achines, scane of which arg still bein; operated by
Gernans, Throughout Poland the factories and workshops arc in urgent
need of techniei~ns ~nd workcrs.

How do I get work?

You should enquirc at your loeal Liabour Bxchonge ns s on as you arrive
hotie.

I have no tuols. Can I get thea?

o . 2 e 1 e " . z Ay |
to0ld 'and ecquipmient ~rc rlloented t. workers where they arc availnble.,
In the early st-ies of rupntristion therc wos a gruat shortaze of tools
but nore and more tools of diffurcent kinds arc becuidng evailsble,

Do I have t pay for tools now?

Ho. Tools and equirnwnt are alloeatei by the “overnient on o long
term repgynant-basis.

I do not wish to roturn ver .onently to the listriet froy which I ecane,
but I should like to visit my relstions cad friends there before 1
settle down elsewherce, Is this possible?

The free roilway focilities exist for a reasmmoble period after o repo-
trinte's entry to Poland anl ean include visits to more thon one locality

If 1 do not like the nlsee I zo s can I naoke o chanyge?
Yes.

Con I be sure that ry chillren will h-we the ornortunity to attend schocl?

The Govermient is speeially developing educationnl facilities sc  that
free eduestion toy be procided for oll, Universities, technienl and trade
schools arc fully functioning with alre-3y niore students thon before the
war. dore toochoers nre roeguired,
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cont'd....

Soriocultdre

- -

A. Not neeessarily but you iust be able to rut the land to use ycurself
before ypu can reeeive nny.

10. Q. Do the pcasants receive land as their private nrepoerty? How much 4o
they reweive?

411 the land you receive will be your priv te property. “verybody who
. - 5 % m - o

receives lend becaies auntaintically its owmer. the holdings ar. private

property = they consist of 7 to 15 heetarcs.

Is it planned t5 estrblish eollective farns?

A, *ne tales you hear about collective fraums arc only rusmcurs., It is in
the interest of the Folish Statc to have private holdings which are
sufficiantly large tc be self-suprorting, “ollective fnras are not
being introduced anywherc in the ccuntry wd will not be infroduced.

Wnat horpens to lorge private or stote-owned cstates?

The inin purpoge of the agrarion refor: is to distribute tha land cnong
the peasants. *hat is why large estotes nre being devided up, However,
nodel fams and estotes specirlising in the producti n of sceds, becs
and so on have been taken over Y- the state, In nany cases the fomier
owncrs of these estates hnve DEgyed con as their nanacgers.

How lexge o form con I obtain?

The olloeation of the 1 nd is dependont on the quelity of the soily
the number of nerbers in the faudly ol the enpacity of the group to
cultivate the lond fully.

Gan T chooge the 1and I get and where it will bo?

s Yés, Everyone chooses his plage of sgttleent. In suie cases this
oreates difficulties for the Polish Govermuent, ns it is easier to
orgondse tronsport to one place, but nevertheless the Polish Governnont
doegs not try to influenee onybody in his finsl choice -nd in sme
eases the repatrinnts ean even choose their siots of 1.nd if 1land if

aveilable in thot region.

I cwmed a fana /cr other property/ Bast :f tho Pugs will I ve repoye.l
for land, livestock ~nld esuipnent?

Yose You will zet 1lnnd within the Polish froatier and you will hove
the saie ormortunity os other settlers to a share of the availoble
{aplenents, seed and stock.

iy form was robbel by the Ger:ians, How do I process o claim?

You file o oloin with the Polish Govermient. Detailes of how to file
eladns gan be obtained ot Stettin ~nd Dziedzice recepticn centres.

How do I get seeds rnd anininls?

Ay Qgeds mnd oninals nre 2lloented by the “overmient on o ropayment basis,
here is ~t present o great short ge in cnttile, but is is poxrt of the
Poligh inport progra..e. Livestock, aachinery -nd sceds arc Mstributed
by loesl -grieulturcl cocdttees in eonsultati n with Soeinl Welfare

Cagaittecs. At nresent the denrn’ of livestock is consilerably larjer

than the surply; thot is why the Polish Guovermienc suorts the breeding

of eattle, horscs nni pigs, Fertilizers are clrendy being rproduced at

GHORZOW and a large quantity of fertilizers is boing inported,

3
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18. Q‘

%
-

Are’ the peasants being assisted by experts anl ngricultural instructorg

*here are agricultural instructors, brecling speciclists, eto, who tour
the country rusularly. 4part fraas this everybody noy approcch his local
Peasants 8clf-Help Uffice and obtain ndvice, Therc is still » shortage
of instructoras but o mubcr of new instructors are being trained in
agricultursl schools.

I hove no noney cnd no haue to go toy how esn + get noney to live?

The PUR will show you « place for resettlenment, help you find work and
in special cases you ncy cbtain “overnient assistonce.

Btate and Legal Questions

Ay - - ——

20. Q|

ko

Dogs the Btate assist repatricnts and scttlurs on the western territories

The State attenpts to help repotriants and scttlers in every woy, by
loans, by supplying ther: with livestock anl mochinery, fertilizers,
seeds etc. Peasants in thc western territories are exenpted for a
period of two yeors fron taxes,

What is the attitude of the Govirnuent to former scldiers and officers
of the Nationnl Lriy /AK/?

m "

*he Governmaent considers that in the AK were very nany good Poles who
hated the Germans and loved Polond snd fought for her liveration. The
Polish population honcurs the nemory of all who died in the figzht for
Poland and respects all surviving POLISH soldiers.The ~overmient expects
fraa scldicrs of the former AK the saie honest and loyal service as it
expects fram any othor citizen of Jenocratic Poland.

lg it not true that ~11 Poles east of the Bug are sent to Siberia?

No. Not only it is not true, but the reverse is the case, Two nillion
Poles have already returned tc Poland fro. East of the Bu{-j and have been
resettled in Poland,

Who will protect ne fram the bandits? /iKz/

Naturally, the Polish Govermient who have token the necessorxy
rmilitary and police nensures.

What happens to repatriants from the East and those who returned fran
the West but lived before the war beyond the "wg?

We intend to repatriate 21l Poles froan the Bast as well as those from
the West., Poles who returned fras the West =nd who Ilived yrior to 1939
beyond the Bug, as well as Poles fron the East cnn scttle in the Western
territories; no differentiation is mcde between then with repeard to their
resettlenent, This alsc applies to ex-soldicrs who have the sane rightg.

Arc Poles all wed to return East of the Bug?

If you arc a folish cijtjize:r-. and elxin Polish rights, you will not be
resettleod cast of the "ug, as this territory has now becone part f the
Soviet Union but if you elain Soviet citizenship, y u nay negotinte with

the U.S7S.R.
How puch furniture can I bring from Gersany?

You nay bring as imch furniture ag the US and Brit. suthorities allow
you to load on to the transport, There are no restrictions on the part
of th¢ Polish Governaent., »
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. cont'deese L.

27. Qe How much of what I bring the Pelish Govermient toke from me in
Custaas-duty?

Nothing.
Can I go where I like? How do I get there?

The Polish Governient will provide free rril tronsport to the place
the repatrintc deecides to ;o to. The choice of the -lace depends uon
the individual,

I had money in a Benefit Funds before the Goeraons tock it. Who will
now give me ny benefits?

This is part of the caupensction for which you should file 2 eclain
with the ovurmaent,

How is it that neny of our friends have roturncd $o Poland in prewicus
nonths and nlthoush pradsing to write no further worids has been heard.

Internstionel eil freilities for letters written in Polish hove only
this rionth been suthorized by the #1lied suthorities and prrangenents
to speed up correspondenge are therefore now being mnnce,

Why are pwople not permdtied to write sbout conditions in Poland?

I write nany lettoers bmt et no onswers.

See nbove for the cnswer to this question. The Polish Governiient ploces
no restrictions uron people who wish to write about conditions in Poland,

Will not the Tovernuent taoke the property fron ne? Whot is the use of
working?

If you owned land before the wor, you Lay keep as imch as you and your
fardly arc able to work. flsc fzctories enp cying not nbre.thon.50workers
rioy reoain under private owncrship., If you own 2 1lar c house and ore
unable to occupy it, this house uay be requisitioned by the Yovernment
for occupsnoy by other people. In the present housing shortoge this iz a
syste which is being adopted by mony other countrics than ™cland,

iy friends are 211 in the coup an 1 we do not want to be separated. they
arc froo Bast of the Bug. Will we be separated?

Whore groups of pecple wani to go back wad settle as ~ unit, they will
be helped to do so if possible. The Polish Governnent has already arronged
many such scttlaicnts ond hopes 0 arronge ore.

I an a Pole from the Polish Ukraine and I have not seen iy faudly yet
I have heard they nre in the new arecs, How con I find where thgy nre?
Jor/ 1y fadly have been resettled somewhere fron East Poland, Have
they been sent awry to “ussia?

The CH of PUR in Lodz hove records of «1l the repctrinnts froa the Eost
and the West, 4pply to them nnd give then particulars of the people
you wish to find nnd they will help you.

How ;mch finonecinl assistonce may L expect for resettlenent?

The anount of finecncinl assistance to ropatrionts on their return varies
with the orelits aveiloble to the ¥ocal Repatrintion duthorities.at saie
periocds when large credits had been cbtained, this sun wos cos high as
4000 zl, In nddition, rcpatrionts cre gntitled to receive investnment

loans to assist ther in resettlenent. The average loan nmay be 15000 zl.
Artisans hove ~lso been entitled to losns anounting to between 15000/20000

-

zl. + shopkeeper wculd be all- cated a shop and receive o loan for starting

cont'deeve




cont'd.too 5'

his business. Pecsants in the Western territories are exenpted fron
taxes for a perioi of two yonrs.

36, Qs What ration do I get on ry return?

A, Praa the Polish Govorment - o catejory one (I) workers ration for
the first 30 days, and thereafter the nornal polish ration.
Proaa MRRL - the speeial A0 day ration as o rescrve to help you
stort your new fonmly lifc,




T,N.R.ReA. /s PhiLilark
AUSTRIAN MISSION

CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS

SUBJECT: Repatriation of Polish Nationals Originating ADMIN. ORDER NO, 254
from Territories Joined teo the U,S.S.R.

SERIES: Austrian Mizsion Vienna,18 Nevember 1946

The Polish Repatriation Mission in Austria on the 8th of
November 19&6, furnished the feollowing information on the repatria-
tion of Polish Nationals originating from territories Joined to the
U'SlS.R.:

"Polish citizens of Polish nationality, irrespective of place
of birth or place of residence prier to the war, consequently also
Poles previously residing in the Eastern territories now Joined to
the U.S.8,R. are entitled to settle down within the frontier of the
Polish Republic,"

"They are being treated in the same way as all other Polish
citizens, are entitled to benefit the same rights and privileges as
all repatriants, and particularly have the same rights for land, accom-
modation, and work facilities in the recovered territories."
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Chief f UNRRA Mission to Auxiria,
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The repatriation transpert which was due te leave for Peland em
th Jamuary was cancelled, and the repatristes whe were to have travelled
on that train will be held ever until February 20th, The Pelish repatria-
insugurated in November, 1946, has been
are being made te obtain mere relevant material te intensify
tion of better results as the weather impreves,

and Nurse Fiegleva in compliance with
n, fer representatives frem the Austrian

At a recent cenference, the Polish authorities
a few hours of submission of requests,

A film en Peland was transferred te the Bri

As a result of the conference held last month between the Deputy
Chief of Mission, Celemel Miller, triation Officer Mr. T. J. Lindsay

impediate future, for exhibition in our camps,

The Chief Repatriatiom Officer, conferred with Ministerialrat
Kemers to discuss srrangements for the Austrian GCovermment's reception of
the first group of repatriates frem Shanghai, and was assured that the
Austrian Geverrment would assume full respensibility for the care of these
people frem the mement of their emtry inte Austria. Arrengements weuld
be made for their reception at Villach and their speedy emferwarding te
Vienna. Subseguent events showed that the fulfillment of these assurances
left much to be desired,

The Israelitische Kultusgemeinde conferred with the Chief Repatriation
Officer on the possibility ef UNRRA ebtaining an hotel in which these people
could be accomnmodated until they were assimilated into normal life, In
view of the fact that these repatriates are Austrian citiszens, and that
UNRRA's responsibility would cease om their arrival in their home-land, it was
suggested that they make this request te the Austrian govermnment whese
responsibility these people would be., The responsibility of the Austrian
Gevernment toewards these returning repatriates was stressed in correspendence
from UNRRA to the Mimistry of the Interior,




The first group of Austrian repatriates frem Shanghai arrived om
25th January and were met by the, triation Officer, representatives
of the Israslitische Kultusgemeinds, and the A,J,D,C, Arrangements fer
their reception and housing, which were carried out by the Israelitische
Kultusgemeinde and not by the Austrian authorities, were adequate,
Interviews with representative repatriates frem Shanghal indicated that
unless the Austrian Gevernment assuged more responsibility for their
returning nationals, grave problems would be encountered with the arriwval
of the next group of 759, due te reach Austria em February 12th. The
Chief Repatriation Officer called a cenference with the Mimistry for the
Interior, A.C.A, (British Element) and the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde
at which these anticipated problems were &iscussed, and assurances given
by the Mimisterialrat Komers that measures would be evolved to meet
these emergencies. The responaibility ef the Austrian GCovermment for
the reception and care of these people was stressed by Capt, Lawrence
(AsCods) and Mr, lindsay, Ministerialrat Kemers informed the meeting that
the billeting of the returning repatriates was being organized hy an
Austrian Repatriation Committee whe were assuming all respensibility.

A request was received from the Austrian Ministry ef the Interier
that UNRRA Shanghai be infermed to delegate the work of establishing
repatriates claims to Austrian mationality, to the Board of the Austriaa

in Vienna, and have
Ministxy of the Interier, In view of the political
on in Palestine, Austrian natiemals ia Palestine are submitting
repatriation threugh the EKultusgemeinde in Viemma,
st of Austrian natieonals desiring repatriation frem Palestine
cle by the Ministry fer the Interior, and is mow being

been
processed by A.C,A, (British Element),

Repatriation of Children to Yugeslavia.

During the menth, arrangements were made whereby a Child Welfare
Officer should accompasy a child repatriation transport te Yugeslavia,
Upen her return this efficer gave an excellent report and breught &
mmber of interesting letters with her, The Chief Repatriation Officer
has requested copies of these letters fer mimeographing and they will de
eirculated te the Yugeslav camps ia an effort te encourage repatriation,

nts are being made to have this efficer visit the Yugeslav camps
te relate her experiences te Mothers with children, in an attempt te

relations in the French Zone are




and the repatriates who were to have travelled

} over until February 20th, The Polish repatria~
ve widch was inaugurated in November, 1946, has been maintained,
fforts are being made to obtain mere relevant material to intensify
tion of better resulta as the weather improves,
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Dr, Clark, and Nurse Fisglowa in compliance with
Mission, for representatives from the Austrian

train to Feland, This trensport was organised
for Foland to send a special train down for
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As a result of the conference held last month between the Deputy
Chief of Mission, Colomel Miller, the Repatristion Officer Mr, T, J, lindsay
and the Yugoslav authorities in Viemma, we have been officlally informed
that & mmber of our requests have been complied with, Regular radio
btroadcasts from Belgrade, along the lines of cur suggestions have been
insugurated, and supplies of Yugeslav newspapers have already arrived and
have been distributed to the camps, We have also been informed that films
dealing with reconstruction in Yugoslavia will be forwerded to in the

dimmediate future, for exhibition in our camps.

The Chief Hepatriation Officer, conferred with Ministerialrat
Kemers to discuss arrangements fgp the iustrian Covermment's reception of
the firet group of repatriates fyom dhanghai, and was assured that the
Covermment would assume full responsibility for the care of these
t of their entyy inte Austria, Arrangements would
at Villach and their speedy onforwarding te
showed that the fulfilluent of these assurances
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The first group of Austrian repatriates frem Shanghai arrived on
25th January and were met by the Repatriation Officer, representatives
of the Iarselitische FKultusgemeinde, and the A,J.D,C. Arrangements for
their reception and housing, which were carried out by the Israslitische
Fultusgemeinde and not by the Austrian authorities, were adequate,
Interviews with representative repatriates from Shanghad indicated that
unless the Austrian Government assugied more responsibility for their
returning nationals, grave probleas would be encountered with the arrival
of the next group of 759, due to reach Austria on February 12th, The
Chief Repatriation Officer called a cenference with the Mimistry for the
Interior, A.Ceds (British Element) and the Isrselitische Kultusgemeinde
at which these anticipated problems were discussed, and assurances given
by the Ministerialrat Xemers that measures would be evolved to meet
these emergencies., The responsibility of the Austyian Govermment for
the reception and care ' of these people was stressed by Capt. Lawrence
(AsCels) and Mr, ldindsay, Ministerialrat Kemers informed the meeting that
the billeting of the returning repatriates was being erganized by an
Austyrian Repatriation Committee who were assuming all respensibility.

A request was received from the Austrian Ministry of the Interier
that UNRRA Shanghad be informed to delegate the work of establishing
repatriates claims to Austrian naticnality, ¢0 the Board of the Austrian
Residents Association, This request was cabled to Shanghai,

Palestine Repatriates,

FURther liste of Austrian nationals desiring repatriation have
been sulmitted by the Isrselitische Kultesgeweinde in Vienna, and have
been forwarded to the Mnistry of the Interior, In view of the political
situation in Palestine, iustrian nationals in FPalestine are submitting
their request for repatriation through the Kultusgemeinde in Viemna,

The fourth list of Austrian nationals desiring repatriation frou Palestine
has been cleared Ly the Ministry for the Interior, and is now being
processed by A,C.A. (British Element),

_Repatriation ef Children %o Yugoslavia,

During the month, arrangements were made whereby a Child Welfare
Officer should accompany a child repatriation transport te Yugoslavia.
Upon her yreturn this efficer gave an excellent report and brought a
mmber of interesting letters with her, The Chief Repatriation Officer
has requested copies of these letters for miusographing and they will be
circulated to the Tugoslav camps in an effort $o encourage repatriation.
Arrangements are being made %0 have this officer visit the Yugeslav eamps
to relate her experiences to Mothers with dhildren, in an attempt to
repatriate them,

Reuni ting of FPamilies.

The reuniting of families has been incorporated in the work of this
department, Progress to date has been slow, but cenferences are planned
with the authorities concerned, to discuss means ly which this work can be

expedited,

The UNERA Director of the French Zone has informed us of an agreement
between the French Zome and USPET for the reuniting of families on an exchange
bhead for head basis, Ve have taken the initiative under this scheme and have
forwarded to Germany application forms for the exchange of six people whose
relations in the French Sone are awaiting them.




21st Jamary, 1947.

Checked with Mr, Lindsay the figures of Toles leaving

Dziedzice on 10th December.
The correct figures are:- 298 TPoles from U.S. Zone (170 from

Land Salzburg and 128 from Upper Austria), 144 from the British

/"

Zone and 110 from the French Zone. making a tét'al of 552,
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6th Junuary, 1946,

To g Deputy Chief of ldssion.

R rom b,

Subject:  December Lonthly Report = lepetristion werties.

1. Hepatri tion to Folepd.

Leceaber was the final month of the
for retwrning Foles.
conveyed 4@ ioles from the U.S. Zome, 1 :
1D9e from the French Zome, making a total of W65 This comures with a
2 mmberfmt}mmmhm,mﬁa
October, 354 from the Mritish Zone and

from the

with steps for each car,

with large covered water cont.iners

Mequate care was taken to see that all

perly fixed. last-mimnte instructions were received

Nowinski of the U.S. Zome D@ Officer and Captain omnenbom of Combined
" Repatriation Execative, shouid travel on this tradn,

The olish repatriation film “The
w,mmmwazmmmrmm. ietters re-
miwdhmtmuﬂthllbnmfmmww‘smm
anidistﬂhuhdbaﬂmlhhmmnmm Jiteratwe received
rm'a’mmmmmmwumm-

2. Jupslay Hepatristion

Jugoslav Governecni has agreed to provide much needed
information for Jugeslav reputriation., A spocial weekly broadecast will
be initiated 6 Jammary, A fila showing present conditions in Jugoslavia,
13 hours duration, will be available by the middle of >
conteining gemeral information and also news of individual activities will
be ficnished, C(ther steps requested Ly UNRRA will be taken soon.




3. TDkrainian and Soviet Repatristion

(n her visit to Salzburg in commection with the departure of
the last repatriation train, Miss VWearner visited Ukrainisn end Baltic
camps, and as a result, letters have been despatched to the WNERA Mission
to the Ukraine and to the Soviet DP Office in Vienma, in the hope of
speeding repatriation of these groups.

4. Shanghai and Palestine Groups.

All lists of Austrisn natiomals awaiting repatristion from
shenghal and Palestine so far submitted have now been cleared both by
the Austrisn Ministry for the Interior and ACABRIT. This will permit
repatriation of 2,230 Austrians from Shanghai and 357 from Palestine
as soon as transport facilities permit. A small group whose names were
on the first list are already en route from Shanghel % Austria.

PHYLLIS WARNER
For: Chief, Repatriation HEranch.




3 Deceuber 1946.
T0: Chief Eligibility & Repatriation Division, C.H.Q.
SUBJECT: November Narrative Report - Repatriation Section.

I. The plans to intensify the encouragement of repatriation, formulated
during Ootober, were put inte effect during the month of Noveuber with special
attention to the Polish Cemps throughout Austria. lirs. Mitchell, Pidéd Superviser,
and ¥r. Lindsay visited lelbrunn Cemp and arranged with D.F. representatives plans
for regular meetings at which probltms affecting the future of the displaced persons
will be discussed with emphasis on repatriation. Arrangements were made for the
formation of discussion groups whose function will be to study end discuss the
information about Poland supplied to the csmps by the Polish Authorities and U.N.R.R.A.

Nirs. Mitchell paid a visit to all Polish and Jugoslav camps in the British,
French and U.S. Zones and held meetings with D.P. representatives -to discuss problems
affecting repatriation.

During the month conferences were held with the Jugoslav and Polish Military
Missions in Vienna and repatriation problems and difficulties were discussed. Both
Missions have co-operated excellently with us in our effort to supply D.F. camps with
factual information about Poland and Jugoslavia.

On 25 - 30 November Miss Warner accampanied lir. Leff of the UNRRA Mission
to Jugeslavia on a tour of the Jugoslav camps in the British and U,.S. Zones in order
to enguire into the conditions affecting Jugoslav Repatriation and the means by which
the UNRRA Mission to Jugoslavia can help in this task.

II. Soresning Tesm.

During Novesber the sereening team has been working in the U.S. Zone where
there are about 2000 displaced persons yet te be screened. This teem is at present
woridng in camp Lexenfeld. The lack of persomnel and the narrative report on each
case now insisted upon by the Military Authorities greatly retarded the progress of
this work, Barly in November Dr. Bedo, Chief Repatriation Officer, departed for the
United States and will retwrn to duty sbout the 15 Decamber.

III. Repatriation Pransports.

On 11 Noveuber & Polish transport left ILins, U.S. Zone, with 425 repatriates.
This mmber was inoreased at Salsburg by the addition of 225 people fram that area.
This train was agoompanied by the following UNRRA personnel:-




Dr. Salter, Medical Officer; Iiiss Ottersen, Welfare Officer; and lirs. Cullen,
Public Relations Offiger, from C.H.Q. Criticimms contained in the reperts of
these UNRRA officials have bean the subjeot of conferences with the Military
Authorities concerned and we are hopeful of corrective action being taken.

¥iss Warner spest the early pexrt of the month twavelling to Poland with
2 repatriation trein in order to gain experience of the conditions in these trains
with a view to effecting inprovements in them. She retwned to Viemna on 9 Noveuber
and immediately left for lins-Salsburg in order to assist with the despatch of the
repatriation train which left the V.S8. Zone an 11-12 Noveuber. It was necessary
for UNRRA to do a great deal of last-miymte emergency work in order to make the
conditions of travel bearabls.

IV. Greek Repatriates.

During November the secretary to the Greek Legation in Prague completed
the processing of Greek nationals desiring repatriation from Austria and submitted
a request to the British Military Autherities to have these people transported to
Greece. Same difficulty has arisén with the Italian Goverrment who request individual
passports end visas for all people entering Italy. This matter has been taken wp by
the British Military Authority in Rame and a gpeedy and satisfactory sclution of thias
difficulty is expected.

V. Shanghel & Palestinian Groups.

The first list of Austrien nationals awaiting repatriation from Shanghad
was oleared by both the Austrian Mindstry of the Interior and A.C.A. (British Eleaent)
and the necessary permit for repatriation of these pecple to Austria has been granted
by both these Authorities. This information was cabled to Shanghai. The Palestine
1ist and the second Shanghed list are still under consideration by these two Authoriti
We are assured that the permits for these groups will be issued in the iumediate
future.

¥r. Lindsay conferred with representatives of the P.W. and D.F. Division of
AJC.A. (British Flement) and discussed the leng delay in granting entry permits to
Austris for the Austrian netionals awaiting repatriation from Shanghai and Palestine.
Subsequent conferences between the various divisions of A.0.A, (British Element)
ooncerned evolved a definite procedure for handling the processing of group applica-
 tions for repatriation and we have been assured that in the future such applications




will be speedily dealt with.

A direet result of these interviews and the functioning of the new
systen of processing was the granting by A.C.A. (British Element) of the long awaited
permit for the first sulmitted list of Shanghal repatriates. The second Shanghal
list is now being processed and from enquiries we have made should be completed
within the next few days.

Mr. Lindsay made unsuccessful efforts to trame the whereabouts of the

Palestine list sulmitted to A.C.A. (British Element) last September. In an effort
to expedite the granting of the permit for this group, & new list was prepared
and re-subnitted, and is now being processed according to the plan recently evolved
by A.C.A. (British Slement) and good progress is reported.

In an interview between }r. Lindsay and the Dundeaninisterium ftir Inneres
it was decided that two representatives fram the Palestine group should be

authorized by the Austrian Government to decide the claims to Austrian nationality

of those pecple awaiting repatriation to Austria. This information was cabled to
Cadro and immediately acted upon. The names of these selectees have been received
from Calro and submitted to the Bundesministerium ftir Inneres for spproval.




3 Decezber 1946.

T0: Chdof Eligibdlity & Repatriation Divisiom, C.J1.GQ.
SUBJECT: lowesber Harretive Repert - Repatriation Seoticn.

1. The plans %o intensify the encouwragmsent of repetristion, formilated
during October, were put into effect during the month of Novesber with special
attention to the Folish Camps throughout iustria. Mrs. Mitchell, Piled Supervisar,
ond kir. Lindsay visited Molbrum Camp and errenged «ith D.r. representatives plans
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will be discussed with amphasis on repatriation. Jrrangements were wade for the
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This muber was ineressed st Salsburg by the sddition of 225 pecple fram that aves.
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Dr. Salter, Hedigal Officer; Nise Ottersen, Velfwre Officer; and lrs. Cullem,
Fiblic felations Offioer, fram 0.H.(. OCriticisss contained in the reperta of
these WERA officials have been the mibject of conferences with the Militery
Auvthorities concerned and we are hopeful of corrective astion being taken.

Miss Warner spest the early rart of the mwonth travelling o roland with
& repetriation train in erder to gain expericnoe of the conditioms in these trains
with a viow to effecting jeprovements iu them. fhe rethwned to Viema on 9 Fovember
and fmodiately left for lLins-Salsburg in erder to assist with the despatch of the
repatriation trein which loft the U.S. Zone en 19-12 Noverber, It was necsssary
for MINA to do » great deal of last-mdimte emergengy work in order to make the
conditions of travel bearabls.

IV. Gresk hspatriates.

During Novesber the secretary to the Greek lLegation in Progue capleted
the processing of Creek natiomals desiving repatriation fram Austris and submitted
a request to the Britiah Millitary \utharitiea to have these people trumsported to
Grosce. Some AMffioulfy has arisen with the Itealian Govermment who reguest individual
passparts and vises for all pecple emtering Italy. This matter has beem taken up Ny
the British Military Anthority in Rame and a speedy and satisfactory solutiom of this
Aifficulty is expected.

V. Shenghed & Palestindsn Groups.

The first list of Austrisn mationels swedting repatriation fram sShanghad
was gleared by both the instrian Mindstry of the Interdor and A.C.A. (British Tanent)
and tho negess:ry permit for repatriation of these pecyle to lustria has been gronted
by both these Autherities. This information wes cobled to Shanghaid. The Falestine
list and the seoond Shanghed list are still under consideration by these two Autheritd
Ve are assured that the pexmits for these groups will be fssued in the Lmediate
fature.

Nr. Tindsay cenferred with reprosentatives of the F.V. and D.P. Division of
AL.A. (British Tlement) and dlscussed the lang delay in granting entry permits to
iustria for the Austrian metionals swaiting repatriation fran fhenghai and ralestine.
Subseguent conferences between the various divisioms of A.0.4, (Pritish Tlement’
concerned evolved z deflmite precedure for handling the processing of group applica=
tions for repatriation and we have been assurod that in the future sueh spplications




will be speedily dealt with.

A direot result of these interviews and the fmetlaning of the new
mammhmwan.a.(mmnamﬂwmmmu
perxdt for the first sulmitted list of shanghal repafriates. The seco:d Shanghad
1ist is now being processsd snd froz enquiries we have mode should be campleted
within the next few days.

lir. Iindsey mede unsuccsssful efforta %o trape the wheredbouts of the
FPalestine list sulmitted to A.0.A. (Britdsh nlemant) last Septeuber. ITu an effort
to expodite the grenting of the permit for this group, a new list was prepared
ummmummwmummmm
by A.C.A. (British Nlement) wnd good progress is reported.

In an interview between lir. Lindsay and the Dindes:iidsterium fir DIuneres
it was decided that two reprosentatives fran the Falestine growp should be
Mw&mmmnmmmwmmmv
of those people awed ting repatriation to \nstria. This infomation was osbled to
Mnﬂlmwww ‘he nmmes of those seloctees have beem received
from Cadro and suilmitted to the Bundesministerimm fir Inmeres for cpproval.
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To 3 Chief Welfare Officer, Welfare & Repatriation Division.

Sub ject: October Monthly Narrative Report - Repatriation Section.

l. Repatriation Plans.

During October, plans to intensify the encouragement of repatriation
were formulated and are now being implemented. An administrative order
stating the steps to be taken with this aim in view was issued, and an in-
tensive effort to carry these out will be launched in all camps, particu-
larly Polish, Literature, photographs, and films will be featured in
this repatriation drive and due emphasis on the 60-day ration scheme will
be given., The Polish lilitary Mission and the Polish Red Cross have ex-
pressed their willingness to cooperate in this effort and are already lend-
ing valuable assistance. Posters for exhibition in the Polish camps have
been produced end have been designed to answer some of the more common
queries in the minds of potential Polish repatriates. These posters will
be used in connection with an exhibition of pictures of Polish transports,
reconstruction in Poland, etc.

Conferences were held with the Polish Military Mission, Polish Red
Cross, Army suthorities, and UNRRA Welfare Officers. Repatriation policy
and problems affecting its successful implementation were discussed and
recommendations for the removal of handicaps prejudicial to the encourage-
ment of repatriation were made to the suthorities comcerned. A direct
result of these conferences was a cabled intimation from the 3rd U.S. Army

in Germany, stating:

"Reference your cable P LT770. Third US Army policy is as follows:
In addition to the normal reserve travel ration for each person
repatriates will be permitted to take all belongings which are
proved to be their personal property except items prohibited by
military govermment to exit GERMANY, items too bulky to carry
such as furniture, machinery and vehicles, articles of a nature
end in a guantity indicating black market activity and violation
of security regulations. FPossession of all items of property of
US origin such as chocolate, cigarettes, Army underwear and any
other items distributed by UNRRA will not be challenged by border
guards if' issue to repatriates is verified by UNRRA officials.

It is recommended that UNRRA officials accompany searching de-
tails at the border for purrose of identifying goods issued by
UNRRA. TUS Constabulary is being notified of this policy."

A request that transports be supplied with heating facilities prior
to the date decided upon by the U.S. Army, viz. 1lst November, was also
granted.

2 Visit of Mr, Berger of the Polish Mission re Repatriation.

The Chief Repatriation & Welfare Officer of the Polish Mission (Mr.
Berger) visited Viemna, and during his short stay was able to be present




at the conferences held ion with Polish repatriation. He also
accompanied Jr. Lindsay on an ial visit to Hellbrunn Camp, where re-
patriation policy and problems were discussed with the Director, The

barracks leaders at Hellbrunn were addressed on the conditions and pros-
pect = in Polend for returning repatriates.

e Miss Warner - Assistant Repatriation Officer.

O 2

liss Warner commenced her duties as Assistant Repatriation Officer. GShe
s devoting specisl attention to the coordination of repatriation movements.
he has wvisited Klagenfurt, Salzburg, and Linz, and has consulted the Army
and UNRRA authorities at these gentres in commection with this work, At
present, Miss Warner is accompanying a transport to Poland to experience
personally the difficulties and problems encountered.

L. Screening Team.

The Screening Team, under the direction of Doctor Alexander Bedo, has
been working in the French Zone at Kufstein and at Landeck where the screen-
ing is now finished. There is still considerable work to be done in the
US Zone, All ineligible displaced persons have been removed from Asten
where the screening was completed some weeks ago and a mumber of Polish dis-
placed persons have been moved in, During October, the screening of Parsch,
White Russian Camp, was completed, and recommendations for the exclusion of
ineligibles have been made to the U.S. Army authorities. The work of
screening is greatly retarded due to the lack of personnel. Doctor Bedo
has strongly recommended appointment of more personnel for this work.

5. Repatriastion Transports.

On 10th October, a transport left Wels, US Zone, with 40O Polish re-
patriates. At Salzburg 250 more repatriates joined this transport. This
train was asccompanied by Miss Evelyn Harnett, Welfare Officer, and Miss Van
Styk, UNRRA Nurse. Another transport left Villach for Poland on 29th Oc-
tober with 437 repatriastes from Italy, and 354 from the British
Zone of Austria.

6. Greek Repatriates

As a result of nmumerous unsuccessful efforts to have the Greek ILiaison
Officer in Vienna comply with the instructions of processing Greek repatri-
ates issued by ERO, Mr. Lindsay visited Prague amnd conferred with the
Greek Charge d'Affaires who was very cooperative and decided to send the
Secretary to the Legation to screen 21l Greeks in Austria and to arrange
transit visas through Ttaly and entrance visas to Greece for all those de-
siring repatriation. This official arrived in Vienna on Monday, 28th Oc-
tober, and began screening in Vienna., Together with Mrs. Mitchell, UNRRA
Welfare Officer, and the Greek Liaison Officer, he left Viemna by car to con-
tinue screening at Graz, Klagenfurt, and Kleimflnchen near Linz. Upon com-~
pletion of this screening, negotiations will be instituted with the Army
authorities for the transport of these people to Greece.

7« Shanghai and Palestinian Croups - Plans for Repatriation

The delsy in finalizing the plans for the repatristion of Shanghai and
Palestinian Austrisn persecutees has been occasioned by the fact that the
necessary permit for their entry into Austria has nmot yet been approved.







UNRRA e
CENTRAYL HEADQUARTERS FOR GERMANY.

18 Septeiber, 1946.

SUBJECT:  T70 MOITHS RalION. FOR IOl

THY

 INFORMATION.

The offer of the British, French and U.S. Governments
that on or after 1 October for a vperiod of three months, 60 deys food
ration would be given in Ffoland to repatriating Folish DPs f'rom
Germany, is now firm.

Combined plons to make this offer effective have been
discussed in a conference held by Chief of Mission, UNRRA Germany
at Arolsen on 13 and 14 Sevntember and sitended by representatives
from USFET, British Control Comnission for Germany, the Polish
Govermnmerrt, Polizh MEssion to Berlin, UNRRA ifission to Foland, U.S.,
Britich and French UlIRRA Z.ones in Germany, and E.R.0. Telegram 2969
of 29 August from UNRRA T.K.0., outlining the operating procedure ia
connection with this scheme to be adopted by the respective UNRRA
Chiefs of liissions in Germany and in Poland was issued to all concermed,
together with Progress Report No.4 and letter to C.H.Q. of 21 August.

The object of this instruction is to record the
alterations in planninz which were detemmined at the Arolsen Conference
of 15/14 September, and to recapitulate. the timing of the actions which
the verious auta0¢¢uias reorecsented at the confercnce agrced should
take place to enable cxecution of the common plun.

1E 1MOVES ArC Arrangod -

e following will be uoved by adir to both

Iubcck eng ¥ av (Djic duxcc) as lulqul reseive to arrive
between 18 and 23 Scptamber: ‘
shcets. ewt

to cach - first flight - grezscproof paper 20,000 L.
4L1b paper bags 60,000 13.2
6 N » 15,000 6.6
cord -~ yards 17,500 15
31.7

to cach = sccond flight ~-papcr sacks 1,675 30 owt

The following will bc loadcd on ship in U.K. 21 Scptember
for UNLFA B.S.D., Bamburg, mbtrked PaK.S.

greaseproof paper 60,000 sheets
41b paper bags 380,000 bags
61b " n 30,000 *
Cord 140,000 yards
Sand bage 200,000 bags
papcr sacls 36,250

Additionzl requiremcnts must be notified to E.R.O. by CHQ
early in October according to succeas of schemce.

A smell ship te itransport 250 tons of food ecach trip has been
chartired L H,R.0, to be recady-to load at Lubeck on 21 Sept.
arrivin; Stettin approximately 25 Scptember, and returning to

at the movement wntil British Zone shin "Sca Hagle" is in
cpcr tion as expoebed ot beginning of Oetober,




..2—.
B.R.0. is Forwnrding notice of oll BTDs tou Arolscn
repeated Warsaw.

and Djicdzice
aiw 1_7 Septonber.  Supply Teams
J, road on 18 Su hCHD.: vith BTA
Scotbenour. 19 drivers
fission to roland
rs will be roturned

n beilin by Brig.Gencral

iii. Dublicity is being
genersd relcasc
represectetive © I‘I i \rr‘t.L
collect folish
priated in Germony .uul" on his return. 7C11...S will
be notified of firm datc for publicity rclcase.

CHO Rublic Information office will provide advance
c"miu: of Proc anations, bills and postors for USFEY
aaid uCKT cnd will srronge for distribution to Zones and
throuch them tc Toams bufore general releasc date.
nsport Divieion will arronge to ift
rom U.K. at Hamburg on 27 Septunber
Tarchouse and shipment, and to
7111 arrangc carlicst onwerd trons-
trains.

"

Zones will cbtain frea the Food Supplyir
" iastructions on the usc, method of
sreeomtions necessary for preservation
These instructions will then be
srinted (or duplicated) by Zones on
‘-*;c, forrerded o r“H Zone food
also displayed in ecunps,

All t‘lru-, UlRRA Zcones will have -31'1;'1t-'*r‘r in Folish t"*lr'
i ___g,_.lj_"‘ cerbif ic..*’.c; rs showvm in APPENDIX B
11 be issued to each .LLlJ.Sh DP revatristing efter
These f"ln:ul.-. be numbcred consecutively, and
ch 1,000 1 = @iffcrent colour, and
cntrainment contres.

?

thrue UNBRA Zoncs will inform UNR of the
1 bef'ore -‘_.-“.-;11(:1‘:-.1 puLlin;it_‘y' releose dotoc =

WRA Zones will casurc very closc contact with
linison oificers in conncction with the 60 day
will arrenge thet 11 DFs repatriating under
erc authorized to leave by the respective
licison officer.

A11 thr.c UIRRA Zones will orgenize & Polish Repatriation
Conmittcee in any comp where there cre Folish DPs.

(28 from 27 Scotenbor, thic ditc of cofficiel publicity

i1l thrcc U RRA Zoncs will arrvange for an exhibition




d..

o

releese) at efich camp where therc muy be Polish DPs,
of thc official Polish GOVLI'i ment dcclaration and of
other pogtors, handbills =nd photogrephs to be issucd
in er nection with the scheme, und also of an oxample
3 ctuzl ration as will be givin in Polend
s __J.D( E for U.S. and Fronch Zoncs, and
APTINLAL e British Zonc). These crhibitions should
be suerdcd against theft. The retions should show
a typical rotion for on individwel, ohd a typi ]
rotion for o family of four, [i.e. four rations
added togethor). the rations mey be obirined from
normal coore suonly puints on request.

WERA U.S. Zong will meintain closc lieiscn with USFET
'::h:ox..gncut tho operation of The scheme.

TRR. British Zoic will

(1) maintain chove licison with FPY/DP and Food &
Agriculturc Divisions of C.C.G
aoccnt necossary nuantities of rotions in bulk
at 626 "fwruhcu T Lubeclc, rnd '-.rr'mux, for their
guarding oad 1obx ;ur for porterage to ship for
Stettin.

(¢) sec that a sufficicnt rcserve of rations is in
hand ot Stettin throughout the operation as
compared with the flow of DPs.

UT'E_m r'reach Zone will

() naintsin close liciso P ond Supply Divisions

i ~r\ neh Zone Control Headquartcers at Boden Baden.

(b) acrange with Freach Zoas suthorities to forward to
D]L.d;..lc-, by speeial truzin sufficient rations
fur 60 days for 2,000 porsoiis as a reserve, to
lecve French Zons -;:-ﬁ atcr then 23 Ssptcmbcr,
mnd to forword rc-_tlu_-;_s.u-\.f, .11:5 with treins lesaving
after 1 Jctuber carrying IDPs.

USFET is arranging for the following :=

il

BRIT

to despateh o spoeial train with a rescrve of rations
for 10,000 Dis fer 60 days cnd & loan of 50,000 sacks
to arrive of Diicdzice on'25 or 26 September, where

it is ‘to be unloz@cd within threc days by UNRRA Supply
Detachment. i
te coutinue the Hresent travel rations with each DP?
olus sufficicnt for subseguent journey in Folend.

to arraze wide wwblicity for the scheme in collaobora=
~tion with UNREA Nublic Informetion snd including 2
siotement by wncrzd Melarncy.

I8 ZOIE C.C.G.has boun ask

to provide retioas as required by flow f DPs
ubeclk UIRRA Warchouse with the first rescerve
tons by 20 Septeuber. '

to sairange for sufficient trains ond ships to
to 10,000 DFs weclkly.
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to c:rry forward fran Octobcr omvvards rcplenishing
rati_as from Inbeck to Stettin on the "Sca Eagle"
or othcr ships, vhercuson the UNRRA chexrtered
ship «ill ceasc its journcys.

As fincl orit; che 60 day plan was only
cbtoincd ian Paris o Scatember, it was uot
nossible toe invite rearesentative of the Frenech
anthoritics tc thu recent confereincae.

NiRa French Zone were ,nowevor, rc-prcscr.ﬁ;.cl snd 211
neccssary plenning is to be arx angcd by tham dircetly
with thc French cuthorities al Baden Baden on the
genernl lincs nrovionsly discussed there by Colanel
Fletcher end Gunersl de Morguerittes ait Lizce.

MISSICH [0 POLAID is arrcnging

e e it e —

plang for all Admirndst 4on of the Supply Detachmont

~t Stettin ~nd Dilcdzice, including provisicn of
accomaodation, X, Folish money for subasistencc, <te.

provision of ncecssar cquipment ond labour &t cach
depot in conjunction s-ith Polish Government and

% U.R

- -

provision of petrol, oils ~nd rooeirs for UNRRA

¥
L
vohicles with Supply Detachments.

roplaconent of Clnass T drivers (with Class TI persomcl
and roeburn of fomer to ¢.H.Q)

arrcascements with TPolish Guvermment for

TIECesBaTy Visas;

deelaration required for publicity;

d.spebch of highly placed representatives,
possibly Primc Minister, to tour Polish reception
contres in Gormeny at end of Scptember;
prevencion of black market in 60 day ration,
particularly =t gtcttin and Djiedzice and at
railwey centres through #hich DPs may trovel;

use of films for publicity among Folish DEs.

Ruception of advance containers at Warsaw airfield
on 20 and 23 Scpiewber and onvard despatch to
Djicdzice.

fer from Djicdzice to Stettin after 25 September
00 sscks losncd by USFEIL.

viii Provision and supervision of supply accounting
repulations for Supply Detachments (sce APPEIDIX E.)

ho COORDIIIATION.
a. Mr.Bdward A.Reich, Exccutive Assistant te the Chicf of
Ooerations, SCIrlay t Arolsen, will serve &s coordinator

- -

o7 his beoei opointed to the stoff of
Goraglir, o8 spredal agsistont in




ot Stettin

Intitlencnt voucher

Accouitting instructions.

JACTAILE

Distribution
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SUBJECT: Action to BEncourage and Effect ADMIN ORDER NO. 240
Repatriation.

Austrisn iission Vienna, 29 October 1946.

ose

To encourage and effect the repatriation of all displaced persons
in UNKRL assembly centres at the earliest possible moment; to coordinate
and combine the efforts of persomnel of the UNRRA Mission in behalf of re-
patriation.

The object in mind is to repatriate and restore to useful and
productive lives in their homelands as many displaced persons as possible.
The Austrian Mission's disniaced persons operstion has been instrumental in
repatriating thousands of D2's, but increased efforts must be made in order
to send home every displaced parson who c#n be induced to return within the
next few months,

Authopity

Resolution No, 99 of the Fifth Council stresses the importanee of
expediting the repatrirtion of the grestest possible number of displaced
persons to their countries eof origin. The Council hes emphasized its
policy that the Administretion facilitate the disgeminetion of information
to disple f"tl perszons; cstablish contact between displaced persons and
liaison officers of their home Governments; facilitate free communication
between ),.:'.'-; end their friends end relatives at home; and othervise effect
repatriztion, Our ef'forts ere made in full consultation with the oceunying
authorities and the Govermments concerned, The mein task of UlRRa is to cn-
courage and cssist in the :ehl'“' return of displaced persons to their home=
lands. Their maintenince in essembly centres is purely a taenporary measurec,

- Frocedure

In order to implement this policy, and further stimulate repatri-
ation, the following cction will be taken by this Mission. This diree~
tive is published with a view to intensifying steps previously initiated
and teking additional cetion vhich will bring about umore effective results.,

2. Open a channel of direct mail communication betveen DP's and
their families ﬂ: home. This will assure them thzt they are not
cut off from their home country. The receipt of letters from
friends =mmd re l;.t.Lv--.._, will econtribute much to a fecling of con-
fidence in the homeland,

b. Print and distribute cxtracts from letters re ved from
returned DP's or post some such letters on acc ible bulletin
boards.

Co greater effort will be made to assist D2's to contact
rels h'r s £t home. The addresses of the Red Cross Offices
throughout the horme country of the DP's should be displeyed
on & l:rge poster inviting the people to contact the office
in the distriet where their reletives were last known to re-
side, iny Government agency eoxisting flor this purpose in
Polend (The Nation-l Tracing Bureru) or Jugoslevie should slso
be employed,




d. Toeilitote the work of Missions from the homeland of DP's.
Encourage IP's to sec members of such missions and discuss the
present conditions in their homeland,

e¢. Undertoke a vigorous campaign to supply facts to the IP's
soncerning their homeland:

(1) This could be aided by a series of posters, each one
devoted to 2 question and answer, and displayed in camp
mess~hall or other suitable place where the people ~ongre-
gate. UIIRRA temn members can supply the questions, and
the answvers can be obtained from the respective military
missions in Austria.

(2) An exhibition of photogrephs showing life at home today
should be organized along the lines of an Art Show. Photo-
grophs should be interspersed with inflormetive posters.

(3) Obtain snd distribute leaflets and pamphlets describing
present conditions in home countries, including employment,
housing, education, welfare, religion, agrarian reform,
re-training opportunities, vocationel field, social legis-~
lation, finonce, and other matters,

(4) Obtein and distribute newspapers from home countries,
This provides displaced persons with latest information con-
cerning events in their homeland, including news of their
ovn porticular localities. It vill assist in bridging the
gup which divides them from their homeland.

(5) Radio broadeasts from home countries should be made
aveilable to DIP's. These should include musical and enter
tainment features interspersed vith talks on economic and
social reconstruction, and interviews with returned DP's.

(€) Pilms depicting present life in home countries will be
obtained when avoilable and taken on a tour of DP assanbly
centres, Movies showing reconstruction and development of
the cowmtry will be useful in aiding repaotriation., A film
Just completed by this Mission follows a family from UNRRA
assanbly centre movement on the trmmsport, and numerous in-
cidents cccurring until they actually reached their home.

(7) lrrange a scrics of round table sessions with barracks
leaders and other interecsted DP's, at which UNRRA pcrsomnel
who have visited Polsnd snd are known to the DP's can lead
discussions on repatriction.

Return movement to homes -

(1) Make & final convass of DP's immedistely prior to de-
parture of transports for their home country, to give them
furthcr opportunity to return, This has proved effcctive,

2) licke every effort to provide adequate transicnt staging
centres. These should be adjacent to or have transport-
ation lines casily accessible. Housing facilities should
be satisfactory, otherwise other repatristion efforts may

be mullified.




(3) Improve conditions of transports for return movements.

L) Members of the UNRRA staff will continue to ¢ouompary
transports of returning displaced persons., This will
normally include a welfare ofILﬂeﬂ, a medical officer, and
a nurse, UNHRA persomnel will submit full reports con~
cerning the COFVQJSJ including recommendations for improve-
ments in conducting future similar movements.

P bjlklu” additional privileges for those returnin
mes, such as priority for clothing,.
(6) In the case of DP's from Poland, give thorough pub-
lieity to the additional 60-day food allowance for those
returning to their homeland,

Z« Otrict implementation of' Army policy of CQ;UrLl g the appli-
cation of austrian Labor Laws. Otherwise, DP's may find the
com;-vﬂ+i~w?" =8 life ers more attractive

LrATLY : life in UNRRA assembly cent
' t of the conditions which they imagine are await-

implementing of a vigilant supervision of camp newspapers

to prevent u'F: z anti-repatriation rl‘gﬁadniug

10 igcourage & preve anti-repat

l 10
cmuiny into the camps from outside isources.,

1t

assembly center a DP committee termed "Liaison
: or under some similer title, which will
the urge Lo repatriate.

persons and refugees, including elected or self'-
' ﬁhO strive to influence adversely or prevent
' other displaced persons and refugees, will
>y [UNREA assembly centers where their efforts
Jiriﬂt¢0“ of other displaced persons end re-
dmized (ERO Order 40 E, 12 September 1946).
uch nﬂroox_ and their families (unless fqmllles

do not desire to transfer) will be promptly effected in cooperation
with military authorities.

1, Iv:ofar as practicable, placs nationalities in separate

removal from UNERA assembly cente " all persons
r UNRRA assistance and care. -creening for this
purpose is nearing completion,

n. FEduecaticnal and vocation

will be made available
on o tempornry basis

0. AGmit %o

displace z mbly centers only susth
ncy personnel as io not, discourcge reputriation.

e = A

T 1y e e
voluntery
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b , A personncl, wvhether ot Central Headquarters, Zonc Headquarters
or with assuibly centre teams, who are epgoged in any part of the displaced
persons operations, will give their vhole-hcarted support, assistance, and

ANcouragens to this programme. Any activitics of UNRRA persomnel dis-
couraging ntriation will be reported to Central Headquarters with

8 \ a view
to removel of such personncl.
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7 November 1346

Deputy Chief of UNRRA Mission to Austria
Colonel Charles 8, Miller

From Child Welfare Specialist, CHQ, Miss Aleta Brownlee

Sabject: TField Visit to Jugoslavia - October, 1946,
/5

1. Purpose of Visit:

The largest number of children of United Nations nationality
who have been located in Austria te date are Jugoslavs, Most of them are
located in the British Zone of Austria, There has been difficulty in ser~
curing the cooperation of the Eritish Military Authorities to effect the
repatriation of these children. The problem has centered largely about a
group of 49 Jugosliav boys at Ramsau in the care of the Catholic Church which
brought them to Austria as a N.3.V, School from Zagreb in Cctober, 194LL,
under the auspices of the German occupation authorities. The nationality
of the children has never been in question, but the British Military did
question the quality of care which might be provided for them in Jugoslavia.
Although not econceding the right of the British Military to demand >ther in-
formation than that relating to the nationality of the children, it was
thought by the Jugoslav Repatriation Office that it might be helpful if UNRRA
Austria had recent information in regard to child care in Jugeslaviz, At their
request, the trip wae made at a time when 16 children whose parents had been |
located in Jugoslavia were being returned. These were the first Jugoslav
children for whom military clearance had been received in the British Zone,
except for four erippled children and one feeble minded child. It was not
required that parents 1z located in these cases, It should be noted that I
was Child Welfare Specialist in Jugoslavia fwom April to Oetober, 1945, and
as such somewhat familiar with their program.

2, General Conelusions and Recommendations:

a. The gencral standard of care f'or children who have no
parents is good, and there ik reason to believe it will steadily
improve,

b Jugoslavia has & government which is purposeful and which
is planning intelligently not only for economic recovery but also
for & better 1ife for its p eople. Therefore, children who live
with their own families can be assured decent housing, education,
and neeeasary medical care., Most important they will be given
training for a useful life.

¢, In view of these facts, there is no reason why all Jugoslav
children in Austria should not be repatriated as quickly as prssible,
To prolong further their separation from their people and heir
country is crucl, and %o accede to permanent separation condones German
atrocity.

d. To this end [ have recommended to the Repatriation Office of
FPR of Jugoslavia in Vienna that they should consider establishing

(Distribution to Teams)
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reception care in Zagreb, that the children should be
sent there as soon as their documentation establishes
nationality and that tracing of relatives will be done
more expeditiously within Jugoslavia than from Austria,

e In order to assist in documentation, the TLL""OS].&V Red Cross
is prepared to execute an agreement with TUIRRA stria whereby 6
Red Cross workers will be made available to work '1.th UNREA on
the program of r‘v.-"g-:t*: "*10' of' children to Jugeslavia, A worker
is now enroute to Austris,

£ UNFRA Jugoslavia can assist the children's program in the fol-
lowing ways which were discussed with lir, Sergeichik, Chief of ilis-
sion.

(1) There is unevemness in the quantity and quelity of supplies
which children's homes have. The government might be encour-
aged to set a priority of availability for certain items of
eclothing, shoes, sheets.

There is a certain amount of educational and play material in
each houe, but there is never enough. Private agencies could
be encouraged to supply this, or it can now be purchased,

Every encouragement should be offered any request of the govern-
_r.ent for special training of workers.

iation of 16 Children and 2 Adults from LEOBEN:

: .-.I-., September Z7th, the 16 children and two adults
to- be repatriated swrere ready, and all pathered in the dining,room at Ieoben
for a morning tea before lsaving, composed of bread and butler, salami, eggs
and cocoa, The c-:.-,b-i"'ﬂm.“. end truck vere loaded with their baggage and shortly
after 10 A.1L vere olf, amid farewells :"row those remaining., Several of' the
children vho have no ]_--:‘-""" 8 incuired why -he:y counid not go also, Th2 group
was accompanied by lirs. Klok and ifs: ‘*'Hs, "f_‘r_u‘r-.- Officers, and two nurse
maids for the smaller :-,}-_J._-_L"‘ rern 'i‘fro hour lm‘t we n:ached.the border, first
ijustrian, then British, end r here the children had a:-picnic.

The Britigh authorities 1‘;01:' : avs of our arrival, They televhoned
Karibor and told ws the Jugoslav transaort would arrive mo later than 3 P.I.
which it did., It was a i'in 1: ge sight-sceing bus, and brought 6 Red Cross
and Welfare staff interpreter for .-'m-. since ther had been in-
formed that I '-fUJJ_\l Yolalo)] :_:."-‘.a.;l';“ \;he.- children,

\ doctor wes in charge and as iirs Klok gave him the individual
records, he talked bricfly to sach child, _I“r:. Partisan guard who stood by
wes interested and also talked to the children. When the children had 21l been
seen, he sigrh?-i & receipt for the list and the UI' RA Aus’*rian staff to‘ld t‘xem
goodbye. They all looked a little solemn as
except the suall PROHASKA children vwho were tir c1 and r'r;-:d. Since +hn.}" h&r'
been at TEOBEN only a week, a second farewell and change was more than they
could bedr. However, when '..fr-. arrived at the Children's Home in Maribor, their
pretty, young mother was uugn r'ly awvaiting them, She had not ssen uonanu since
he was 9 days 0l1d vhen the NeS.Ve took him from hers
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A general notification of the impending arrival of the chil~"
dren had gone out but parcnts had not been told the exact time, Most
f the children stayed over night at the Children's liome, but by the
ncxt morning early all children whose homes were in or near HMaribor
had gone home and on the noon train & worker was taking 4 children to -

<

ILjubljania and others had pone toward Zagreb,

The Children's Home, which is uscd as & receiving home, is one
which was built ‘m. orc the war for thet special purposc. It is a large
white building with pleasint lerge grouhds and play areas, Inside, it

is spotlessly clean with kalsomied walls, and cement or iwhite scrubbed
floors. e were taken immediately to the dining-room where dinner -7as
ready for us, & soup, bread and butter, veal cutlets, potatocs and vege=-
table and epple kuchen. The long tible wes set with a white cloth and
there were enormous platters of fruit, pee Jhe;s pears, and grapes, pit-
chers of raspberry juice, snd Tlowers were scat tered ._cmg the tahe.
The children were very tircd from all the e:cr:l.,-ument :trd were taken to
rest immedistely after cvating while I was shown through the building.
The dormitories are quite small - 12 children in cach,

The present populition of the Home is 43 children aged 7-14. They
are all full erphans., They were in school, separated into < groups, older
end younger children, or rather those more or lass advanced, as some older
children have never been to school at all during the war yecars., The tea-
eher pointed out one extremely pretty little girl of 14 from Trieste who
had been working under Italien occupation in a factory and was just now
starting in school. The school rooms were bright and plcasant with long
tebles and chairs rather than desks. The walls were decorated with draw-
ings and poems written by the children. They sang for us and showed evi-
dence of good training. The school Master is a middle-aged man probably

a teacher before the war, and he is sssisted by 6 young men of about 18 or
20 vwho act &s supervisors as well as teachers, There is also a house mother
or welfare officer, a warm motherly person, and the kitchen staff is well
above the average, ALl are voluntary Red Cross workers and the Home has
been equipped bfthe Red Oross.

Then we went to see a new home for babies and younger children, alse
orphans, except that the mothers of & few babies are working, and the fathers
dead, This war formerly a private home with a large garden but it is we
adapted for the care of children since the rooms are quite large, It, too,
was spotlcss ms were the children. There were new enamel cribs and beds
the babies W°re white sweaters indoors and wam blue coats and pants out of
doors. (Gifts of American Red Cross), There was a sufficient staff of
nurse maids, a separate milk kitchen, isolation room, play rooms, and dining
rooms with: red checked table cloths with beautiful white eopligque animal
figures on them, (Jugoslav Red Cross), The children out of doors hed en
enclosed play yard, swings, sand box, etc. The persen in charge of this
home is a jung kindergarten trained teacher,

Then we visited a babies' hospital which is caring for about 100
babies, five in cach room. There wes & clinic in process with about 20
mothers and bebies there, This hospital is connected with, but apart from,
a general hospital. The person in charge is a very pleasant middle aged
woman physiciam,. She served two years in the woods with the Partisan Army
and on the wall of her office in this very modern hospital are pictures of
the 1little log cebin in which she hed operated and delivered babies during the
Wals
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There are also in llaribor a domestic science school for

160 girls, a student home for 140 boys and enapprentice's home
for 80 boys.

L, Plan of Work:

UNRRA Jugoslavia had requested that I go immediately to Belgrade.
Upon arrival there, I conferred with MICHAEL SERGEICHIK, Chief of Mission,
and Doctor K°:1neth Sinelair Loutit, who is in charge of Health and Welfare
including Repatriation. I had with me the complete file in regard to the
ehildren at Ramsau as well as a card file of nearly i+OO children who had
been reported as Jugoslav by the Austrian authorities in the British Zone.
They were.very much interested and lr, Sergeichik said he would make re-
questa for any travel I wanted as soon as a plan was made with the Jugoslav
aythorities, Doctor ILoutit and I met with the Minister who is in charge of
the Central Welfare Committee, lir, LAZAREVIC, and with Mrs. Dedjey, who is
responsible for child Welfare, We later met with lrs. Nedelkovic, Secre-
tary of the Jugoslawv Red Cross,’and it was finally decided that I would make
a trip through Bosnia and Croatia, Mrs. Dedjer also wanted a requesi made
for Montenegro, which was done although we had no informstion about children
in Austrie being from there.

I found that the Red Cross has no Central Tracing Bureau, but that
tracing is done in each of the federal states, howewver, we gave them the in-
formation we had in regard to the children ana they intended to send lists
of the children to each federal state, They also themselves brought up the
question as to whether it would be possible for Red Cross workers to help
UNRRA fustria in the location and documentetion of children. I told them this
would be possible, discussed the Czech emi Polish Red Cross program in Austria-
with them, and gave them & copy of the administrative order in respect to
Voluntery Societies, They acted on this almost immediately eppointing six
women to go to Austria and securing vises for them; ever, Doctor Loutit
and I made & request that only one come until an agreement with UNRRA could be
eff'ected.

I glso left with them copies of our face sheet for individual chil-
dren, and suggested that each federal state use this as a basic record for
ehildren who are lost as has been done by the Slovene Red Cross, since we
have been sucecessful in locating many of these children when we have sufficient
informationa

At Doctor Loutit's request, I called with him to sse the-British
Ambassador, Mr. Peaks, and went over with him the full Ramsau record including
correspondence with the British Military Authorities. He said that the matter
had been taken up with him by lirs Sergeichik a few days previously, and he
was glad to have this background of information in cese it becomes necessary
for the Jugoslav Government to make & formal protest to his office, He was in
perfect agreement with the principle that children of known nationality should
be returmed to their own country.

I arrived at a very bad time for UNRRA as the Katzin Committee was in
Belgrede and most of the rcgional office directors were called in. It took
nearly two weeks to secure pesses for travel, partly due to the usuel time re-
quired for UNRRA travel authorization end partly becauss answers were awaited
from Fosnia and Croetia, ZFosnia reported that they had no children in Austria
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and Croatia authorized my wvisit, It was unfortunste that there

was not sufficient time to discuss the matter of Bosnia since

% of the Ramsau children come from Bosnie. Hewever, I did return

to Belgrade that way and had the opportunity of observation although
I contacted no officials eand once started, the government did every-
thing to make my trip successful. I was provided with a leftter from
the Central Welfare Committee, and welfore 6fficials were notified of
my impending visit, I was given Inglish speeking staff, both iMinistry
end Red Cross, to take me where I wanted to go. I was absolutely free
to visit any place or any femily in Croatie, my only limitation being
that of time, I was especially interested in the secretaries in =ach
eormunity. These &re key positions and I found them intelligent and
very well informed people. They were &ll fully inforied in regerd to
their countries policy in regerd to children and all made the point
that there is no disoriminetion in regard to a child because of the
political activity of his parents. I @m sure that this is true, as T
observed the same thing in visiting children's houes & year ago.

I was provided by UNRRA with transport ond wdith an .able inter=-
preter, _

5« Baekground Informetion on Child Care in Jugoslavia.

According to a statistical report prepared by the Central
Welfere Commnittee in May, 1946, there are in Jugoslavia a total of 573,000
war and other orphans and half orphans. During the war it is estimated
that 450,900 ehildren lost their lives as a result of military operations
and 400,00M babics dicds Sixty-four childrenshomes, 517 school kitchens,
13 asylums for defective children and 94 day nurserics were sceriously
demaged or completely destroyed.

The child welfars program is largely decentralised in the fed-
eral states., It is carricd on cooperatively by the government and largs
membership orpganisstions such as the Juygoslay Red Cross and the Tomen's
Mnti-Paseist Icague., These latter provide supplies and staff end sometimes
operate a hoeme commletely. Therc are now in Jygoslavia 1245 children's
homes caring for 130,908 children, 360 nurscry schools and school chil-
dren's homes fer 30,3524 children, 12 homes for 860 physicelly and mentally
defective children, 11 homes for 1635 children wvhose cducetion has been
negleeted, 39 for 2,95 eppratices, 227 dey nurseries for 11,021 children
and 598 school kitchiehs where 64,440 children are fed,

In aedditien to group ocare for children 19,291 are placed in foster
family homes, e greatest losses were felt in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
meny children from thesc arces have been cored for in iontensgro, Slovenis,
and Croatia, Bulgeria cercd for 411,845 children for a period of 6 months,
1560 of these childrsn suf'fered {rom tubcreulosis amd were cared for in
hospitals, Serbia £lso cared for over 4OOC children fronm other areas. Dur-
ing this year plans have becn wade to send 3000 handiceraft apprentices to
Czechoslovakia, :

The eredits of the lfinistry of Finance of F.P.R. of Jugeslavia
for the support of children beginuing April 1st and ending December 31,1946
ars;
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1000 dinars monthly per child sheltered in children's howmes

and 500 dinars per child cared for by & family with a yearly addi-

tion of 1500 dinars per child for clothing and footwear, medical I
supplies ond teaching nsterials. In addition to this, plans are under-
wey to utilize a social credit of 3869000C dinars for the reconstruction
of children's homes and other social cares

In order to insure qualified personncl for children's homes,
ecach federal state has orgenized training courscs. To date 15 such
courses have been held, and this is a continuing program. My own
inpression that good physinal care is given the children, and that
staff membors, though usually not specially trained are warm, under-
standing persons, was confirmed by the American Red Cross recpresento-
tive, lir. Jacob Hoppner, who has visited at least 100 children's in-
stitutions.

6e  ZAGREB.

Upon arrival in Zagreb, I rcported to UNRRA Regional Office,
The Director, lir. Ross, made an appointment with his onposite member in
the [inistry of Supply, who went with us to the lMinistry of lielfare, There
I presented my letter of intreduction from the Committec of Velfare in
Belgrade, The lMinistry in Zagrcb was expecting me and seid thet they
would meke any arrangements for visits to institutions or family homes
vhich I wanted to sec. We had a brief discussion of their general pro=
gram, They have o total of 27,040 children in their cere. (Sce¢ cttoched
chart 1st copy). They have about 50 institutions under this .linistry.
Under tThe liinistry of Culture vhich is responsible for children over 14
ere students homes and apprentices homos., The liinistry staff was very
much intercsted to know of Jygoslav shildren in Austria, and iwedictely
asked how soon they could expect them to be returneds They have had a tre-
mendous 1%ss of children who were killed during the war, In thig areca,
particularly, they were killed by the USTACHI, Although the USTACHI fol=
lowed the practice of the Germans in establishing N.S.V. homes for sclected
children (such as group now at RaMsuu, Austria), they also in their camps
both starved and killed tremendous numbers of children. The Ministry had
pictures of such children taken in USTACHI camps tnd I also had personal
Imovledge of this situation because when I wes in Belgrede over & year apo,
the bodies of the people killed in the camps floated down the Sava River
in large numbers and they included mony childrene for this reason, con=-
cern about the welfare of the children who now remain in Croatias is very
great,

I visited thrce children's homes in Zapreb, One for amall chil-
dren, one a kindergarten, and one a training school, These were all adjacent
to eachother in a suburban area with large and beautiful gerdens., The traine
ing school was a former children's institution, one of the most modern I
have ever scen. It is of concrete tile and glass construction. The dining
room which is semi-circular and almost entirely of glass windows facing @& wiew
of the mountains would be worthy of a country club, The kitechen and bathing
end washing facilities are excellent. There are terraces for eating out-
doors and large upper-terraces for a gymnasium and play space. Since one of
the great problems they face is a leck of adequete staff, this institution is
used as 2 training school for children's workers, There were 70 girls in
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training while I was there and the person in charge of the training
school is the women who weg formerly Director of Child %Welfare in
Croatia, She also was in cherge of all of the children in the woods
during the war. The type of training is modern although the basie
education of the girls is not as much as they would wish. The present
group is taking six months training after which they will work for a
period and then return. They take ordinary school subjects as well as
those related to Child ' ¢lflare, In this home I sew some really remark-
oble examples of finger peinting which very asmall children had done ond
also a handwork of various kinds mostly poper and clay. The staff wes
alert and engers

A scecond home which had been open only two wecks is a large
log cabin structure formerly ovmed by PAVELIC, the quisgling of Croatias
This horme is for children from 3 to 5. Across the gardens from this is a
kindergarten and cnother home for children from 5 to 6. They also showed
me other buildings which will soon be opened making a group in this ismed-
itte neighborhood of scven homes which will constitute & children's village
or & unit for children., Each building will house no more than 50 children.
The institution deseribed above will continue to be used &s a training school
tnd there will be & special institution for children who have buen maimed
and erdppled,

The children are fed in accordonce wibh & planned putrition pro-
rram, They raceive 3500 calories a days The cost of foed is 17 dinars 2
dey, and the cost per month per child approximately 1600 dinars. The
people I met in the Ministry of Welfare in Croatis were educated, inter-
ested people. They are doing 2 professional job which is evidenced by reocords,
statisties, and charts showing their problems in the area, Their program
includes eid to families, fostcr home care, and edoption, The actual number
of children in the institutions in proportion to the total orphan or half-
orphen children is low, They were encer to discuss methods of care and
regponsive to supgesticn end coqarent,

7+ KARLOVAC.

It was decided that we would try to visit some family homes and
some institutions in the Kerlovee area. OQur first stop was uede at a registry
office in an effort to find the families of some of the children at Ramasau
who were reported to be there. Knrlovec is a fairly large, wvery devestated
city. I hed wvisited an institution there & yzar ago with the former lfnistry
of Jelfarc, It was in extraiely had condition and when he saw it, he seaid he
would not leave the echildren therc snother wueck, The institution which we
visited in the tovm is a former schoel building, very large. It houses 240
elementary school children and 250 older children, Tney are houscd separately
and the younger group is under the lnistry of Welfare end the older growp
under the Ministry of Culturc. The children ~ttend publie school in the
town md werce not there ot the time of our visit. The general impression I
had was one of physical adeguacy. However, the Ministry representative aa
well as I, disliked to see such a large number of children cared for in one
place,

On the way to Karlovec, we had stopped to see an institution at
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at Jastrebovska. This 2lso I had visited a year ago. It is an old

castle vhich was a Catholic institution before the war, a USTACHI home
during the war, and was iberated by the Partisans in the Spring of

1945. When I first saw it, the children were still the same who had

been gathered together by the USTACHI, At thc time of this visit I

did not see the children who were in school except the few who were in
isolation, The building is being completely done over, c&rpenters,
painters, end plumbers were working. At the time of my first visit, there
were 250 children there, The present cepacity now is 50. Although it is
hard to modernize an old castle, they scem to be doing a good “ob of this,
The grounds are extremely pleesent end it should meke a very suitable home
for children.

While we were waiting for the registry to report on the children
who presumably had femilies in Kerlovee, we made & visit to an institution
for small children which was quite away out of Karlovec. The representa-
tive of the Ministry was particularly intercsted in this home because this
group of children have never becn separated since as babies they were cared
for in &n underground plece in the hills nearby, Their present home is a
kind of hunting lodge or country place not very lerge with beautiful grounds,
It is approached by taking & ferry scross the river. Although it is an old
building, it is fairly well modernized, The staff scemed very good ond the
children happy. They had just been for = walk and ceme home singing.

Upon returning to Karlovec with barely time to catch the train, we
found that the registry office had finally located the families we had hoped
to see. The representative of the Ministry said he would visit ther. before
returming to Zagreb tnd would send a report to me in Belgrade.in cure of Mrs,
Sedjers However, it has not arrived before I lefts (Later reported all 4 fa-
milies found, )

8 SPLIT:

The iiinister of Welfare in Croatia had added to my letter from
the Central Ministry in Belgrade a note to the welfare representative for
Dalmatia, This I presented upon my arrivales I found I was expected and an
English spceking Red Cross worker was assigned to take me wherever I wanted
to gos, We visited all of the homes in SPLITe I particularly asked to see a
home on the scaside which I had scen in April, 1945, when it had just opened
t0 rceeeive the children from Italy. At that time they used two adjoining builde ——-
ings and houscd 150C children, They had no beds, but slept on blankets on the
floor, They a’c from pletes made of the bottoms of tin cans. They had no
chairs or benchcs on vhich to sit, Inspite of this, the general atimosphere
of the home at that time was excellent, Although most of the children were
in school, there were two classes being held out of doors. These were pri-
merily study clesses sinee the children go to schoe. only half a day, and
study-during the other halfs The location of this home is besutiful on a
little inlet of the Adriatic which is shallow enough for wading es well as
swimning. One of the adjoining buildings is now being used for & hospital.
There is now adequate equipment and they now house only 50 children.

I was not well impressed with the other homes whioh I sew, al-
though the children were at school and it is hard to judge in their sbscnece.
T™wo of the homes were Jomcr catholie institutions and in all of them
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there were still Sisters working. Two are for older children, one for
boys and one for girls and one was a new home for small children where
they did not seem o have a sufficient staff.

At noon I visited a Red Cross feeding center where 600 stu-
dents from the surrounding areas are fed two meals a day. Here also
there were Catholic Sisters working., The diet seemed adequate and it
was tc me one of the most interesting and useful projects 1 saw, These
students come from small villages in the surrounding mountainous area
and by this means they are enabled to attend school,

9. FAMILY OF JURIZEV (Franjo and Ilikica),.

The note in regard to these boys which was pgiven us from the in-
stitution at Ramsaw stated "Father died after severeiillness a natural
death. Is unknown if the mother is still alive, not heard of again.™

When Franjo who is 15 was interviewed, at Ramsau, he stated that
Nikica is his only brother and that there are no sisters. He spoke for
his brother and said they would not be interested in returning to Jugoslevia.
He did not lmow vhe ther his mother was alive,

We went to the Secretary of the Obbor in Sibenik, This man stated
that he came from Vodice, the village where the boys lived and that he knew
the family, He seid the father of the boys had been with the USTACHI, but
that this would meke no difference in the care the boys would get upon
thelir return whe thexr they went to their family or elsewhere, It later
developed that he spoke of their uncle and not their father who died of
tuberculosis, We went to Vodice, a village on the scaside. The Secretery
there did not know the family but “ound them by going through his registra-
tion bock. Vhen we ceme to the house, a womean was just coming down the stairs.
\le asked her if she wes the mother of these two boys., At first, she seemed
stunned to know that we knew anything about them, later she cried and kissed
our hands and czlled in the neighbors to tell them the good nevwis, that her
children had been fourd. 3

There are a smaller brother end sister, Ante and Ana, and a grand-
father in the familys. They lived in a neat two story stone stucco house vith
a walled garden practically on; the seasides The mother is a hard working pea-
sant woumen who has been beautiful, She told me that in the Spring of 1945
she received a post-card which only said "Your children are alive." She had
no idea vhere it came from. She said the unele of the boys who later was
killed on the Russian f'ront.had taken them to Zagreb to a hospital because
they were i1l in 1942, She has never scen them since, She wants very much
that they come home as soon as possible and sent a message to them that the
femily is well and anxious to sse them, '

10. DUBROVNIK.

There are only two institutions for children in Dubrovnik, One is
a Catholie institution for thirty small children of school age. It is in the
center of tovm in the old walled city and is very old building, However, it
was spotlessly clean and scrubbed: The play space for the children is an en=-
closed concrete arca not as adequate as one would like, but anything else would
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be impossible inside the eity, The Sister-in-charge was pleasant
and the general atmospherc of the place was goods

There is a large recrcation and study room where the children
could.go to school half a day prepare their lessons, A Red Cross worker
is assigned to them as supervisor of study: The Sisters do not partici-
pate in the education of the children., In this room was £ miXture of
deeoration including bamners and slogans, pietures of saints and a pic-
ture of Tito., 'In almost every children's home is the slogan'Tito je
nas, misme Titovi", (Tito is ours, we &re Tito's), and there are usually
old nstional proverbs of verious kinds also on the walls,

A second home is on an islend in the Bay reached by motor-boat. The
institution is a fomer monastery, & part of which wes remodelled by the
Emp®ror Maximilian and the gardens, vhich sare extensive, were planned by
him. The children are in one end of the building, There are five beds in
each of the former monk's cells and the usual dormitory system is somewhat
ayoided. There is adjoining the mein building a nursery school for the
smaller children. .This institution was cleen and as attractive as such an
0ld building could~made, The grounds offcr a great advantage and they
have a very large vegetable garden. The Nursery School Supervisor seemed
to be'a very competent young women and the children appeared to be happy
end well cared for., The Ministry plans to erect a new building on the main
land in the near future and this island will then become & national park,

11s General Tmpressions in Regard to Conditions Affecting Repatria-—
tion.

a, The economic situation has definitely improved during the
year I have been avay from Jugoslavia, There is an air of purposefullness
and people scem to be busy. There are shops of every kind open, the
largest number are private businesses; although the new government stores
"Na Ma" are most impressive., They are & combination in American terms of
a Woolworth'!'s Store and a J,C, PENNY and scll every conceivable item of mox-
chandise, The details of the ration system has been made & subject of report
which is on file in this lfission Office., It veries from time to time and
place to place but on the whole there scems to be more goods on free scle than
on ration, There are preferred categories not necessarily related only to the
need .of the individual but also related to his service to his country.

. Food appears to be plentiful, llost of the merkets except those
on the coest are over-flowing with every kind of food, UlRIA supplies are
very much in evidence, Although the prices &npear to be high, I was told this
wes an effort on the part of the governaent to drain off swrplus funds for the
Relief and Reheabilitation Fund. /¢ met & convoy of trucks in Bosnia where
there is a problem of getting food to mountain villages before inter vihen
the roads close,

b Rehabilitation: There is a great deal of work in progress
in building up devastated arcas, There is little left 4n Belgrade to show
the effect of bombing, The railroads have been extended and are operating
in, fairly good service, 'there are many UNRRA engines in the yards, There
is sleeper service from Zegreb to Belgrade and from Zagreb to SPLIT.
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A stretch of railroad is buing built in Bosnia by 1400 youth. These
are not only Jugoslav young people, but include repressntatives of
meny other countries who hive voluntecred their labor for the Summer,

There is a great deal of work being done on the roads. In
Herzegovina, I saw miles of road with neat piles of crushed rock along

the side, I had not secen any trucks hailing rock, but finally we came

to a stretch where literally hundreds of boys and girls, men and women,
were s8itting oracliing rock by the side of the road. The rock was car-

ried from the adjacent aren since this part of the country is practically
nothing but rock. Although this progrem has been celled by some forced
lebory it is considered by the people voluntary work and my impression from
observing those who were working was that the latter was true, They were

a very cheserful busy crowd although a bitter wind was blowing across the
mountains, There is a limited amount of road machinery and paid labor, but
a great deal of the work is being done in this way,

There was considerable evidence of the rebuilding of dwellings,
especially in rural arcas. In Croati: new tile roofs showed red in all the
small villapges which had been burned, In the poorest part of the Deslmatian
coast, new thatched roofd had been pat on the shells of' old stone buildings.
In Posnia, the lumber industry was extremely busy and for miles most of the
villages and famn buildings are completely new. This was also true of Serbia
where the houses are autractive sguare white stucco structures with steep
roof's of thick wooden stakes.,

There is a plan for farm rescttlement from the least arable parts
of the country to the vrivodina, which is a very rich area, There are also
plans under way for a better control of agriculture in thes interests to
the total economy of the country. There is improvement in cattle breeding,
largely due to UNRRA assistance, I saw & large cattle market on the border
between Bosnia and Serbia.

e« Clothing: The general clothing situation has improved very
much, The children in Belgrade in particular appear to be very well dressed.
It is noticeable also that a considerable number of peasants are wearing new
home~spun clothing, Therc are a few places where the clothing situation is
still bad. I especially noticed the ragged statc of the people in KiiINN. I
wes told that comsidersble emount of UNREA used clothing had gone there, but
it is probeble that the peasants cannot use it. The women here, for instance,
wear extremely full skirts and many of them, and there is almost nothing in
American clothing which would be suitable,' There is a great deal of woolen
material and shoes evident in the windows., lost of this is rationed although
I saw in & window somce home-spun woolen goods which was not rationed.

d, Catholic Church: The trial of Arch Bishop Stepanic was in
process, I talked with Fether Deiley, Sceretary of the Pepal Muncie, Bishop
Hurley, He told me that it had becn estimated that 155 of the priests had
been executed and 10% of the remainder are in nrison, Llany of the convents
and institutions have been closed, Since some ol the mother houses were Jugo-
slay, the Nuns in these instances have rcturned to their own family homes,
Some seminarics have been closed, but there is still one open in Zagreb. He
did not have information about Catholio children's Homes, but was of the
opinion that most of them would soon be closed., I was in Ljubljana on & Sunday
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and it was noticesble that the Catholic Churches were packed with peo-le.
I was told thitt vory often E’O'\.I"LI"’LILII‘[“ meetinrs are called at the hours

] n chur:h holidays the children may be gathered together
for a spucial &

ssed the »osition of the church with a representative of
the Ministry **“ '..".-E.;' re in Oroatia. He told me there are still independent
Catholic institutions for children operating. The goverrunent does not now
place & representotive in them as they did vhen I was there a yeor ego, He
seid they found they were oo short of staff to do this, Hc was interested
in discussing with me o wethod of licensing and standard setting whercby a
government may control private effort, He stated that Catholic children may
continue their religious observances upon the request of their parents in
whatever institution they are , if the parcnts desire it, 'f..lbj may attend
& Catholie institution. 'Later :’m Spli'i: and Dubrovnik, I saw Catholic Sisters
in nearly cvery institution I visited, although in only one was & Sister in
charge, They were likewise working in 2 Red Cross feeding centre for chil-
dren, It seans to be a constnsus of rcpinion that the lecaders of the Church
played a most unworthy part in the war and supported the USTACHI, although
many individual priests were brave and patriotic in the defense of their
country. Somz 01“ them ere now participating in the government, I was told
that the Secretary of the lMaribor Odbor is & priest, and the Chief of Wel-
fare in Bosnia is an Orthodox Priecst.

e, Hducation: A tremendous effort is being made to educate the
children who huv- 105t 80 many years et school during the war. Children go
to school a half day end a.n each institution is a te&cher superviscr for the
other helf day study period. Teechers are required to teach only six hours a
dey but volunteexr for more time in order to meect the need ns teachers are
schres. 1 visited on educational exhibit in Belgrade which was besutiful and
mest dntercsting. It wes held in a large room at the end of an Arsedes. The
Aycade was lined with more than life-gized drawings of eld nntionnl heros,
largely peasant end partisen leaders, In the main yoom wae a "maze" w‘uch
delighted the children &s they found new things cs they went through tunnels
or climbed stairs. In the main trea, there were three large paintings of
LENIN, TITO, and STALIN with r“lot‘..tl wns from eech, The emphesis was on
learuing ond the fact that kmowledge is power z2ad only lmowledge will effect
the freedon of the peuple. There were lerge poster peintings of the works of
authors ineluding E:‘;r'“sh Americen, and French together with their vortreits.
The posters inc luded 1 ﬁtl' Eva teaching Uncle Tom to read, Zullivers' Travels,
Huckleberxy Fin, etc. There were some beautiful detailed cyclorsmas of fairy
stories and on exhibit of dolls in national costumes, Therc Wwas a consider-
able librery and mony paintings by children. It was interesting to observe
that the new work of the children does not relate to wer thomes, but are
simpler things of animels, flowers, and farm pictures, There were a few horri-
ble pictures done by children which could only reflect vhat they Led actually
seun. The Pioncer Organization, somewhat similar to Boy Scouts, was in evi=
dence and the children thx,;‘r.su.lv‘.s were neoting as ushers and showing visitors
the Exhibit.
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Chief Repatriation office, Vienna,

Copy: Miss D. Dodds, Area Welfare Officer, Salzburg
Col. Ryan, USFA Linz, Austria,
Medical office,

Report of Polish D.P. Repatriation train from Wels, Austria to Dziedszice,
Poland, October 9th = 15th, 1946,

UNARA Persormel t E.R. Hamett, Welfare Officer
K. Van Schayk joined train at Salsburg.

Army Personnel Octe 9th = 10th, from Vels to Salsburg:
Capte + 3 GuI.'se
Octe 10th ~ 15th, 1st Lt. Train Commander,

533 DP's including 21 Prisoners.
Box wagons, with stoves .
22 people per wagon.

Nednesday Oct. Jth, 1346,

Joined team at Wels - 8 A.M. Train scheduled to leave at 10 N
but much delay was cawsed by lack of co-operatiom between Army -
Austrian authority. Wagoms arrived early in the day - but no stoves were
fixed, rein wes found to be pouring in the roofs of several wagons, repairs
had to be effected.

Austrisn Rations were late in arriving and Amy guard did not
appear to take over prisoners from Austrian police, umtil 11 A.

Lack of liaison - or cooperation - between UNRRA and Austrian
authorities caused much agitation~work, delay and umnecessary frustration
among five of the prisoners and their families. These five men claimed
that nobody had motified their wives that they were to returm to Foland, con-
sequently on the day of departure most of my time was spent, contacting famil-
ies and wives, Two families met the traim at Salsburg - éne came from Ebensee
- and one from Lager 59 Lins.

Some considerable difficulty was experienced with one man whose
living privately in Ling - he claimed, that he was not Folish anyway,
idea why he had been put on the trein, The woman eventually
through M.P, and civilian Police channels and she joined the train

Polish Mission eventually had the man turned over to the
authorities in Salszburg.

‘s were entrained early morning, and at 11 A.M. ;dupuhtim
tor of Wels team asking that the No. of people be reduced on
25 people plus baggege was too many per ome care. Two more
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Aruy reducing the numbers somewhat to
anﬁstnppdmanothorsidingmm
wes ready to leave at 5,30 p.i., but

the G.I. guards - unknown to
rg into Wels in search of liquor.

30- I travelled down in the food wagon -

topped and started suddently the fire stove,
gtarted impediately, but did not get
been serious., Arrived at Salzburg

could not travel. She re
two priests to meke her do S0.
Train left Salsburg 11 p.le

bayonets the crowd , A re-
inPoreement of Constabulary arrived -~ the people were forced b wagons
two men having slightly injured by bayonets. This caused much hysteric among
both men and women,

It was difficult, to ascert
but I believe it was a Sgt., of whom I
wss told it was nothing to do with
hmt,togotb«dxinﬂt}ngurdlmd
Later & Lt, arrived, and
- intens ive, and

had to turn out for DeD.Te

The psychological effect of the
they were nervous, ddstrustful,

4o-nomade T
urmultwmrcmronmtuup.
Sunday:
Arrived Prague, where the ReT.O. took details of the raid and asked
-.ummu»:mtmnkrmc.smmutm.

uzr.:.u-mmaumnqm-amuhmon
mﬁmmmmmmﬁmﬁorpnm.

Later in mhmmmmum-um'mn

the
in pregnancy fell, and a local nad to be called, The woman refused to
taken

leave the train, and was

.

on ¢ vhen she went to hospitale
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Much trouble and discontentment wes experienced throughout the jowrney
continually with the distribution of foods

Tn spite of my continued telsphoning in advance for food to be prep~
ared at scheduled stopping places, nothing was obtained until we reached
Prague, five days after the commencement of the trip.

Train arrived at Dziedszice Tuesday morning and was held in siding
for two days. People were fed by P.U,R. large transit camp, near station.
During Wednesday all people screened and registered end issued identity
pepers, by PoUsRe

There is & team of 12 UNRWA men which has been operating only 3 weeks
in Dziedzice for the purpose of issuing rations.

The 60 day ration that everybody receives consists off:

h‘h LE R 2.81 m. FM LA XN Il-s'os Im, O‘t‘ LE R RS | 3'75 m
Milk 29,02 1BS (32 tins), Salt .... 1,88 188, Piah .ece 4,54 128 (22 tins),
Pull.l ess e 3,75 IBS.

The peopls were then given Rail tickets to their respective desti~-
nations.

wmummnbb.nmwmmmmtatm
Turned over to Lt. Wendell, truin commandér.

Report sulmitted
by

Miss Hermett
UNRRA Welfare Officer.




AD HOC MZETING QN POLISH REPATRIATION
RELTEN SERVICES

UNRRA MISSION TO AUSIRIA

2nd October 19464

Miss Darton (D. Director, Relief Services)

Oolonel Millar (D, Chicf of Mission)
Mr, Hoddinott (Publie Relatiuns)
Mrs, Viest (Chief Welfare Officer)
Mr., Lindsay (Repatriation Officer)

UNRRA Polonds Mr, Berper (Repatriation Officer)
Miss Vrokowske (Assistant)

Polish Government: Mre J. Bieszk, 18t Secretory, Polish Consulate
Mojor Penasiut, Repatriation Liaison Officer,

Polish Iiaison Qfficers,

1rs Berger stated that it was his considered opinion that a great dcal
depended on the quality of linison oif'icers as to sucegessful repatriction of
D.Ps, Maojor Ponasiut stoted that they were short of Licison Officers in Austria,
the aindmum requirement ias three in each Zone, the French and U,S. Zone still
require one rore eachs He sadd that arsaw had been asked to provide those
persommel ond he hoped they would ocorrive socns
Mr, Berger scdd thot it was important to strengthenthe Polish steff in the
UeSe Zone: NeJor Panasiut said his Government were awere of this and hoped to
remedy the situation. .

Dutieg of Liaison Officerss

A discussion took place on the definition of dutics of the Polish
Licison Officers, UNKRA aad the Militory in commection with transports; it vns
decided, however, to try and arrange a mecting on Friday of this week and
thrash out the exaet duties of these three bodies,

Scarciing of D.Pe8 bagzares

lire Berper said that the nilitary authorities were disewssing the
question of searching D.Pse at the present time and are promising to limit the
searching, The Polish Govermnent reonresentative said that there was no cbjeetion
to searching taking place but only to the method employeds It was agreed that
this could be more usefully discussed at the pecting with militory.

Publicity of conditions in Poland to Poles in cams and to Poles out of comps,

Mr, Berger explained vhat arrangements hed been made in Germany ond said
a cormaittee in Poland had been set up to handle the publiecity so thot ell
agencics concerned should speak with one voice., 3ume of the information supnhlied
is required not only for the D,Ps. but for NRRA staff in the camps vwho nre
in close contact with would be returning De.Pas Mr. Berger went on to explein the
methods buing adopted: (1) the issue of o series of leaflets on Polish life
to~day; (2) a weekly Rodic feature prepared which con be listened to by people
in comps; (3) Film Polski will issue £ilag on current events in Poland to-doys
(4) 2 emtinual review thet oll informotion put out to repatriants is concerned
with things which concern D.iSe
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Mr, Berper said it wos difficult to kmow vhet kind of questions were being
asked in every country, such as /ustria, Italy, Ifidcle East, ete., ond he
would alwoys be glad of information to acsist in this respect.

iire Bicszk szid in his opinion that anything D.Ps. hear cbout Polend they
think is propependa, but if correspundence is received from their fanily

then they cre rwore lJ.kL.J to return.

Mr, Bieszk suspested that o list of all Poles returning to Poland should
be moade; it was stoted that this had already been csked for fron coarps but
for soue reason the D.2Ps. do not wish to give these lists. lire Berger said
this point vas discussed at Geneva in respect of Polish, Russion and Jugoslavs
but the UNRRA Council decided this was not to be done, Wt lrs Berger pointed
out that so long as the D.P. is apgreeable for his name to be put on the list it
cen be registered in the National Tracing Burcau in Warsaw and then any rela-
tive in Phland can trace vhere he is. Also if DyP. has relatives in Poland
they should give their name and their last known address and UNRRA Poland
would try and trace them and send news through to the D.,P. herec, llajor Panasiut
stated that many D.Ps, feared to do this.

UNRR.. Staff.

Mrs. West said that she had held a mecting with UNRRA Welfare Off'icers
that dey and has discussed ways and means of assisting the problem of repatria-
tion:

(a) Segrepation, The Polish representati-~s considered that segre-
petion of Poles not willing to retuxp “rom the others would assist
in the peneral movenent.

(b) Separation of Poles from other nationelities:
The Polish rcpresentotives apgreed that seperation of Poles from
other n&tl&rndlj ties, and Lsgucxally from Ukrainiens was cssential.

Camittecs for repatriation in ca DS liajor Panesiut snid he
Foored the orontion of %o, Tany coriittees as these might heve
the reverse effect, i.e, a D,P. might stay in order to serve on
the comnittee, He cmtlnucd to say that all caps have comaittees
(ns also the D.Ps. living outside the camps), liiss Barton scid
she considered it -nuld be useful of these cormittees contagted
UNRRA Velfare Off'icers as they were uneware of the cxist-..n'c of
these cumittees,

_Gur‘renc 2.

Major Panasiut reised the difficulty of DePs teking bagk with then
voney either brought here, or saved and earned here, as the Justrian Go-
vemnent only permit 40% to be relecsed from the Bank to any one D.P.

Miss Barton made the suggection that the Polish Political Mission should

be able to assist by making arrangaients with the Austrian Government where-
by funds required for financing their lfission here could be raised from
Polish D.P, money and credit given the De.Ps. by the Pulish Government on
their retum to Poland. Mr. Bieszk said he would take this point up with
the Austrian Governmente

It was stresgod that this was 2 Polish Government problem but that UNRRA
would do anything they could to help: Miss Barton considered this point
should be raised at the mecting to be held vdth the military authorities.

Group re-scttlement.

Mr. Berger explained that the Polish Government were taking syn-
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pathetic action in repard to group re-settlement of Poles from Gemany
and he asked if similar action would promote repatriation here, Apart
from the one group at ‘legschied, LinZ, the Polish Repatriation Officer
said he knew of no other ;roup, Mrs. West said she had asked UNRRA
Welfare Officers to subnit reports on this aspect.

Sixty days rations.

Miss Berton explained that in Germeny as from October 1st 60 doys
rations will be given to all rceturning Poles., In Austrie the U,S. military
ere ready to put the samc plan into action but are waiting for the Bri-
tish and French Elements to nake their decision. The drill followed is that -
when the D.P. turns in his identity card on leaving he receives & card which
entitles him to draw food on arrivel in Poland, ifiss Barton went on to
say that it is uncertain whether this scheme will be put into effeoct in
time for the next transport on October 10th.

Newspapers.
Major Panesiut said he was having diffieulty in sending Polish
newspepers on from here to Italy and asked if any assistanee eould be

given in UNKRA. Mrs. Vest promised to look into this,

Support for repatriates from Russion Zone and Vienna,

Major Prnasiut raised this question and the difficulties involved
for Polish repatriates fron these arecs, Mrs, West asked him to put all
points on paper and UNRRA would lock into the wvhole problen,




(EL] ING_ON REPATRIATION OF POLISH DPs.

Wednesday 2 October 1946, at 9.15 a.m

Present:
In thn Chair: Mrs. Wiest

UNRRA Fo.ish liission: kr. Roland Bergcer, Chief Repatriation
Oificer
¥iss Krakowska, relfare Cff'icer

TNRRA Austrian lMission ¥iss Dedds
felfare Officers: Miss Lerrigo
Miss . ied
Mr., d'Andrea
Miss Kamil
Fiss Ctteson
Mrs, Cameron
Mrs. Erichson
liiss Ross
v iss Prentice
Public Relations Cfficer: 1%g. Hllen
Repatriaticon Cfficer: Mr. Lindsay

I. Introducticn of Mr. Berger

a) In introducing lr. Perger to those Jjelfare Officers who had not already
met him, the chairman pointed out his interest in the repatriation of Polish
DPs and the fact that he was largely responsible for arranging the two months'
food supply to sil Pules who were 'being repatriation from Germany, as well as
for the intensification of the campsign on repatriation in Germany.

b) Mr. Berger made the following points;

1) PFicture of oland at the present time:

i} 'The amazing speed of recovery

ii) Poland with its present boundaries, is a satisfaftory economic
unit, showing a healthy belance between industry and agriculture

iii) VWith reascnable op.ortunities Poland can get on its economic feet.

iv) The i:ain export, coal, is being produced in substantial quantities
and exported.

The UM.RA program fits into this economic pettern, being less concerned
with relief than with rehabilitation. Supplies brought in are for the
greater part made up of machinery, tools etc., and food tekes only a
ceecondary position,

Government policy in welfare services proper pursue two main lines.

Pzlish welfare services nontinue on the same lines as before the waxr.

ii) The future scoinl services are soncerred mainly with the general
raising ol standards of living by full employment and extension
of the social insurance scheme,

L) General Repatriation Position: Out of 23.9 million people in ZFoland
over L milli»n are DPs.

From analysis of the problem in Germany it is felt there is a large ass
~f Poles who, in the past, have been influenced by a siell >rganised group.
Inducenents like a 2-month fool@ program and a real knowledge of position in
Foland are necessary, and there is every chance that this Job can be cracked
into within the next two or three ronths. The psy~hod~ ginal attitude of DPs




hes eshanged somewhat because:

a) They now relaise that resettlement is not so easy or advantageous as
they had thought

b) They are obliged to work;

This, together with the attitude of the Polish Govermment which is now very
co-operative, combine .to make this a particularly good time to do the job in
spite of adverse weather con@itions. Taking all these points into consideration
there is a very good chance of repatriation three-guarters of the DPs by the

end nf December.

Discussion on plans to encaurage repatriation:

The chairman pointed out that this meeting had been called because the
main Job of' the Welfare Officers at present is to bring about the returnm of the
DPs, which may require a case by case approach. The chairman then called for
reports on the plans of welfare officers to encourage repatriation., . Iiss Kamil
and Mrs. Cameron were asked to make a statement on repatriation efforts in
Villach camp.

Miss Kamil cmphasised two points which she considered had much to do with
the return of so many Poles from Villach camp:

a) The Polish Mission in Villach had opened up a charnel of direct communication
between camp inhabitants and their families at home. Before this the DPs felt
very strongly that they were cut off from their own country,

b) Polish newspapers from Poland were received and distributed in the camp.

Miss Kamil stated further that although the Polish liission was unwelcome at
first the DPs grem to have confidence in them. They gave a clear picture of
what was going on in Poland, without any over-optimistic attitude, emphasising
the fact that anyone returning to Poland will have to work hard, but as long as
he works hard he will come out on top. The combination of excellent workers of
the Polish Mission and accurate information oonsiderably helped the repatriation
movement.

In reply to a question from the chairman, Miss Kamil stated that she found
that those who decided to return were those who had been in the camps for a long
time - they were beginning to feel the réstrictions - less food, eompulsory labori
10 km. travel limit etcs At this point Wiss Dodds stressed that it was important
for repatriants to go on a positive rather than a ncgative basis.

liiss Wietz emphasised the importance of rcceiving mail from home. Mr. “erger
stated that when he visited Hellbrunn the previous duy he found that letters had
already been received from those Poles who went on the transport lecaving Salzburg
on September 10, indicatdng that postal communications were becoming more rapid.
He agreed on the importance of mail, which is no longer censored in Poland.

The chairman asked for obscrvations: lirs. Cameron stated that 100 people
were going south through Italy, probably helped by the Polish 2nd Corps, on their
way to England, This was a very recent movement, started in the last two days,
and FSS were conccrned about it.

a) Liaison Officers - Polish Red Cross (2nd Corps)

On a question re the Folish Red Cross (2nd Corps), lidss Kamil said that
officially they are aut in the British Zone, but members arc coming agross the
frontier from Italy with passes as red cross workers and have been getting into
the camps.
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The chairman asked for information on the situation in the Salgburg area
with regard to the Polish Red Crugs. Vide Uodds stated that the Polish Red
(poss (Warsaw) had arrived too recently (at the beginning of Scptember) to be
able to judge., She 2ddid that the effectiveness of a liaison officer depends
entirely on the irdividuel and that possibly the members in the Salzburg area
were not strong erough. The cheirnan stressed the very great nced for more
qualified red cross workers from Poland.

Miss Kamil stated that in the British Zone there was only the Polish Mission,
and that they were still waiting for Red Cross (Warsaw) workers.

Mr. Bergo“ stated that he would take up the question of more personncl
from Warsaw,

Miswe Wiietz stated that in the French Zonc the 2nd Corps are just closing
down. In every town in Vorarlberg and Tyrol there is the "Association Polonaise"
who seem to be fairly co-operative with regard to repatriation. There is a Polish
Repatriation Mission censisting of two people in the French Zene, locatéd at
Kufstein. This mission complained that they had trcuble with military censorship:
newspapers etc. coming from Paris were not help up but those coming from Poland
were considefably delayed.

The chairman requested that a careful check be made on the Association
Polonaise and on the Polish fmerican Relief Committee.

Mr., d'Andrea stated that in the Linz and Ebensee areas the Polish Red Cross
(2nd Corps) had left entirely.

Mr. Berger promised to take yp the following points in Worsaw:

a) Strengthening of Polish Liaison Officers

b) Avgmentation of representabives from Polish Red Cross (Warsaw).

I. b). Barracks Leadcrs:

The chairman asked w0 what sxtent the barracks leaders were cleared as to whether
they were favourable to repatriation. 1. Berger described the situation at
Hellbrunn where he spernt some time yestercay. There, the proportion of the edu-
cated group in the center irfluencing the others against repatriation is about 5%.
While it might not be possible to locate all those working against repatriation
Mr. erger felt that it would he poassible to pick cut two or three who were the
principal agitators.

I B)e Camp Repatriation Coumitteces: Discussion took place on the value of organi-
sing Camp Repatriaticn Comnittees took place, Their principal value would be to
sell the idea of repatriation. They could not be static committees to be effec-
tive; members would have to change from time to time, say 504 going off on each
transport; they would oontinue their work when in Poland by writing back to the
camp to give first hand accounts .f life in Poland for the returned DP.

Miss Kamil stated th'* Villach hod something comparable. However they had
found that one of tho ciaief deterrents to repatriabtion is the actual transport;
when a transport is postipened for days or weeks the DPs have time to change their
minds, particularly a8 cortain elements influence the would-be repatriants.
Another deterrent ie food supplies cn trains, especially for children. Proper
food was not availabic on the last tran5poru.
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I" P) Separation of Ukrainians from Poles

Mr, bergur said that the Polish Govermment representatives at Geneva had said
that statistics of Polish DPs should not include Ukraindans, There is great
conflict between the Ukrainiens and the Poles., Under the new frontiers the
bulk of the Ukrainians are in the Soviet Union and the Ukraine., There are still
some¢ in Poland west of the Bug, who are being systematically transferred into
the Sovict Union so that in time there will be no Ukrainians left in Poland.

The Polish Govermment will not accept Ukrainians as repatricnts. UNRRA has
asked the Polish government to give a clear-cut definitioh ¢f a Ukrainian, to-
gether with their interprdution of Ukrainian-Polish merrisges. This will be
issued to all DP Missions.,

Miss Dodds drew auttention to thc fact that, unlike Germany, miditery
Government regulotions will not allow UNRRA to call these people Ukrainians,
they are Polcs. +he chairran said thot dhis point would be brought up in
discussions with Col. Welker later in the day.

I. g) Group Rescttlement;

Mr, “erger soid that in Germany, large groups from the Lwow arca have wished to
rcturn together, At the moment arrangements are being mnde for 250 femilies

(800 people) in Poland. The leader of the group will go to Poland to see con-
ditions and then a spearhead party will go on ahead %0 prepare for the rest of

the group. <his idea was welcomed by all welfere officers, and Mr. Berger said
thet the same thing could be done for groups from Austria, The chairman suggested
that this was perhaps one way of dealing with the hard core, A group of 100
people of all types snd trades would be ideal.

II a) BEffectivencss of present publicity received from Poland:

The chairman asked all present % hand in lists of points on which infor-
mation was desired from Poland, particularly points raised most often by DPs.

Mr. J:Jcrgcr stated that in Germany Public Relations and Relief Services were
working closely together, and that a whole program of material from the Polish
Govermment is to be prepared for all countries, including lecaflets, radio featwres,
newereels of everyday life in Poland ete., but all this could be much more
effective if those preparing the meberial can be supplied with information on
what points should be covered. A Publicity Commitdce has been set up with
representatives from the Polish Government and the UNRRA Mission.

The Public Relations Officer stated that she felt that in addition to this
program, a greater impression would be made on Polas if they go¥ information
from British or Asericens in the country, i.e. a P,R.0, might be sent to Poland
to observe and report. In addition stores from repatriated DPs would be of
considerable intcrest. Farther, UNRRA officials in the Polish Mission could
give stories of their impressions of Poland.

Mr. “crger stated that factual information material is now being produced
weekly by the Welfare Division in Poland for UNRRA officials in other countries.
Mrs. Cullen suggcested that as iwch material as possible should be published in
CEllp NCWSPAPEers. Mr. Berger stated thut with regard to the 60-day food seheme,
the military, UNRRA in Germeny and Poland, and the Polish Prime Minister all
releascd their information at the same tinme,

b) Future plans.

1) A scrics of leaflets on spefial themes will be available.
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Information on recovercd territorics and programs of rescttlement
is fortheouing.,

lonal opnortunities - informction will be supplicA.
metion fortheoming.
ilities - inforimtion to be supplied.

Information on opportunitics anl care for widows, unmarricd mothers,
is available,

bo-date knowlcdge of Poland on pavk of Iiaison Offfcerss oot
ison L',‘_j_r.-‘[_'if_?-ul-s arce now travel .'.Ll'lg back and f‘orth o I.}Cland e
supply first-hand information.

Return of Polish DPs for visit: all present agrecd that this
would be valuable,

of DPs on radio broadecasts: Radio Polski has agreed to broad-
t weekely feature, probably on Wednesday evenings at 8 p.nm.,
covering & wide range of subjects including music ete, The chairman
grced o check up on the receptlon of Polish broadcasting stations
in fustria when Mr. “erger has supplicd u list of stations to be usecd.
Exchange of reoports on cxpericnces of UNREA personnel between Germany
end fustria.

Inil - the importance of this had already been discussed.
Definition from FPolish Government on Ukrcinians etc: - this had

aslready been discussgd.

111, Qurrency Problcus.,

Miss Kemil stated that up to now, the National Bonk in Vienna had agreed
to give o check to DPs which could be changed into zlotys in Poland, and this
had been done. JApert from this, DPs huve had imoney in different be <8, and
transfor to the National Bank is difficult. ow a directive has been issued
thet the money will be paid out to them, but the transfer from their own banks
into centralized benk is still difficulst. DPs are allowed to draw 150 austrian
Schillings per zonth under Austricn regulations,

Mr, Berger nsked for o copy of the directive issucd in the British Zone.
He pointed out that in Poland . check cannot be converted irmediately into the
total value, since only o certain nurber of zlotys can be drawn per month.,

IV. Child Search

\ . . s : . A : 5
n) The chairton asked lMr. Berger if he wished to raise any questions on this
subject., He stated thet the “olish Govermuent is concermed about:

1) the abduction of childran by the Palish 2nd Covps - possibly as Lany as
1000 children have been <bducted.




= 7 -

Loxity in the svarch for POlish children. In Gerruny the scarch was not
boing conducted so dintensively. The Polish Govermment have seid that they
must have cevery Polish child socarched for and brought home. One apparently
now developrient Mr. “crger had heard of through Miss Kain, Child Welfare
Superviser in the U.S. Zone, was thot some children teken into Switzerland
are now being brought into Innsbruck and it is not clewr whode care they
will come under. Miss Wietz agreed to check this matter with Miss Kain,

lir. Berger stated that he had a list from the Polish Govermment of 210
ehildren who were allegedly abducted. 71s8 Kain had slrcady supplied a list of
167. The chairaan stated that the nilitary had already osked that these 167
ehildrcen should be roturncd. Miss Kain had said thet the Polish liission or
UNRRA Italy werc to take this up.

b) The cheirmon emphosised rnother point in this comnection: in a number of
carips where there cre uncccompanied children they become attached to a feomily
who clain to be their gunrdiin or even to be blood relatives. In one conp re-
oently therc were supposcdly souc 60 such children, but investigation displosed
one. Cureful search must be ninde for the other children, because in all proba-
bility this is a clock to hide the child and prevent repatriation.

The chairmen steted thet she wns holding a meeting on October 3 with the
Welfare Officers from the French and British Zones and would discuss the matter
further, She asked cll welfore officers to make a specizl note of Administrative
Order No, 189, iustrian lidssion Scrics, on Policy on Reputriation, Displaced
*hildren. Welfarce Officers are rcesponsible for seeing that cvery child is re-
gistercd so that there are complete records.

iiss Wietz enquired how quickly birth dcrtificntes and other such documents
could be obtained from Poland flor wholc who had lost all their papers. Mr.
Berger said this was difficult owing to the incorplete state of sush records. He
asked thot details of such cases be sent to him in order to test whether it wes
possibl: to curry out such work.

cotional and Education probloms cnd theirx rolition to repatriation.

Mr, Bergor said th.t he would like to have detzils sbout troining schemes in
Austria so that they can be discussed with the Folish Govermment, who can indi-
catec whet arc the best voentionnl training courses to give, He offered to send
the sylloabus of cgriculturcl troining in Poland so that DP training can be geared
to it. If the returning DPs have a certificate of training of which the Poles
are cognizant this would be o great help.

The choirnon suggested another conference in cbout six weeks' time to
discuss developuents,

The meeting was adjourncd at 12,30 p.m.
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REPATRIATION TRATN 70 POLANDg

Befare the train left Salzburg on 11th Dee, for Poland, I arranged for the
RadCronGoachtobouaoduahoapital.

The mattiresses were wet but we managed to dry them, Elankets were available
and & beds were made ready,

mormn.m,amm,mwummwmt,mm
recained day end aight in the hospitel=car, kseping it warm,

e had about 600 people, od'dw-SrOnnnhﬂdmmhr}ysmoM.

!hofiutdaythomﬂnmuhlform but as they had no
perticulars, I could mot comtrol it

Next day I went with the assistant along the train o £ind out and
distribute milk, at the same time inspecting conditions in the carriages,

Auoarmmmmcmm heated and enough food was available,

Sick people were sent to the doctor at once.

¥hen the train stopped for mers than one hour, some soup, tea or cocoa
was distributed,

The kitchen looked quite efficisnt,

Everybody was quiet and in good tauinr, no discases.vers recorded; -7,

Unly one little boy with mental deficiency was found, but he was well
looked after.

4As no patients turned up we put some mothers with babies in the hospital.
Some babies had excema, others a cold. Also 2 pregnant women were accommodated
there.

The whole trip went very well and on the 15%h we had alreesdy passed the
Polish border (Dziedsice).

Our common room was well heated and sleeping accommodation was fair.

When we arrived in Dsiedsioe, a ied Cross official took charge of our one
T.B. patient and of the mervéus boy. The Red Cross also offered us sleeping
accommodation in their vuilding, this, however, should be discouraged as the
beds were far from clean.

Generally speaiing all went very well snd there were no complaints whatsoever

It must be pointed cut that the new telephione number of UNRRA HQ. Prague
now is €4955/6-7.

2lst December 1946.




POLISH REPATRIATION TRADS

on the sibject of Folish Repatriation trains was
g &t 10 a.m. on 29 Novesber 1946.

widmofnhoqihlmmﬂahm

for trains from the U.S.Zene wes discussed. Cept. Sommerborn said that
U.8.Zone, / and therefore coujd not be
the military could allocate two box cars to
iitchen cur, le replied that
he would make a request

mmnrmwmm&rthommwd—

Lt. mmmtwwmmmmmm. This also
was to be further discussed with iir. Dernatein.

tives seid they were not in a-
5 . Bernstein said he would
to have lairines conatructed

for children amongst the supplies put om
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NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION, AUSTRIAN MISSION.

,j)VL U.S. ZONE.

PoLISE gggungng TRAIN Scptm 20th 1946, ( Prom Villach step over Selsburg)

Lt Pochalski eslled at this office at 10.20 am to report
that there was a train in Salszburg station with 600 Polish persons from the
Middle East, Palestine, Lgypt, and Italy returning to Poland, He stated that
LOO were ill, The train was made up at Villach,British Zome Austria; there were
approxiamtely 16 people to eagh bex car,

Lt Pochalski stated that the cars were leaking, and he made
the following requests ;-

Tarpaulin for box ears

Foald for 600 persons ( for they had only food for three days)
Hot drinks or food for all persons on the train

Milk for the Children as many were sick with colds.

Vhen Lt Pochalski left the office we called RTO only to be
told first the train had left, and then secondly that it was still there but did'at
know where it vas and could not send somecne to look, It seemed advisable for me
to find out what the situation was.

Mrs Nichols ( UNERA Welfare Officer) joined train at
Villach - had called this office early in the morning requesting candles.

When I saw her she was quite calm and eollected, was of the
opinion that additional milk fer the children was necessary also more medical

supplies,

I met Lt Pochalski and suggested he make arrangements
to find tarpaulin - he said he could'nt, I then suggested that siok people be
moved from the leaking box cars to dry box cars - he pointed out that this was
impractical since there was 16 people in each car with all their luggage.

He thought he eould obtain a few additional box cars from
RT0 - I suggested he try,

Dr Allwood provided the train with a medicel kit for 600
persons which should last for the remminder of the jowrney, this was handed
to Polish DP Doctor who was in charge of medical gare of the train,
Magszines, candles and matches were obtained from Parsch
Warehouse,
300 tins Nestles Milk were sent very promptly by Grodig
with the assurance that authorizatien could be approved by Relief Services.

It should be mentioned that when the train pulled in fram
Villach, eWweryone was given hot coffee by the Austrian Red Cross.

The train was delayed bDecause the Mimich yards were filled
RTO here was instructed to hold the train, it seemed wise that we provide some
of the essentials requested rather than telephone Munich,

The traim Coumander was a British Scoldier.

The URERA personiin charge was a Mr Schwarts from Italy. He
had obviocusly had little experience with Repatriation trains and could not understand
the long wait in Salsburg. However, I believe Mrs llichols would be most helpful
and understanding on this trip with people who had already been travelling for
two weeks and who were naturally weary of travelling,

In eonclusion, it is suggested that if possible a hot drink
be served to repatriation trein where pecple have been travelling a long time from
distant places - such as Egypt, Palutinl, Italy. The train of September 20th was a
good example of this - when scme people had been travelling 2 weeks - many were
affected by change of climste ~ rain in non-weather proof bex cars,
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POLAND:; We are now well supplied with informations from Poland,
e recently made & start st delivering large munbers of Polish
newspapers but the Public Relation Officer of the Polish Migsion
has now undertsken to deliver them to their representatives at
Linz, 8alsburg, Bbensce,Kufstein and Villach. We have instructed

UNERA suthorities in the Zones to assist the Polish Iiaison
Officers in the mechanism of distribution with trancport and in
any way possibls,

They have slso distributed meny thousands of the repa-
triation pamphlets in Polich publieated by P,U,R, (the Polish
Repatristion Association), In addition we have sete-or reports
made hy UNRRA officisls of this mission who have accompanied
conveys,by Mre. Pomercy and by Mre.litchell,Chief Welfare Cfficers
Linz area.Both of thase have gone ae AdeJHC'rd.erqana several
100 copies of a trenglation of Mpg,Milchell's report in Polish
have been gent out. A new report by Mra, Weet,Chief Welfare Offi-
ger and by Mp,Glasek will be likewise digtributed.We have been
able to tell to My, Berger of our Polish Mission that we are now
well spupplied with information,

About 66% of the Polish originally found in Austria on
liberation have now been repstriated.On Angust 8th a large Po-
1lish convoy left from Villach and was joined at 8l zburg by
Mre, West,Chief Welfare Officer and Mr,Glasek,Velfare Officer
of Hellbrunn csmp.There were 1130 persons on board in 66 yxxmex
%gzﬁ,a'bout 700 came from the British Zome including 400 from

achs.

The eonvoy was run ag a Spitish Military cne with an

escort car which went right through to Poland with it,The Bri-
tieh Military alsc provided a Red Cross Cer snd a mobile kitchen
which handed ocut hot coffee at irregular intervals.The cars from
the British Zone were rather crowded,sometimes with 18-20 per-
gsons snd their luggage.A day and night were logt by the train
being diverted to Hof in Sexony in the Russian Zone andsent back

from there to near Hegensburg, Some delays are prosbly inevitable
owing to the fact that such trains have to fit in with existing
train schedules,but we are teking up the guestion whether some
ean be eliminated. For instence this train was held up 3 hours
at FPreilassing while the matter wes discussed as to whether it
need be deldused, We are also enquiring whether arranzements
can be made to pré¥ide one or possible two hot meals for repa-
tristes pnasing through Czechoslovalkie,

In epite of some discomfort our observers reported that
the spirit remeined very cheerful and the train was gaily decora-
ted by the DPg and rang with song and merriment, The last was
very noted in Czechoslovakis =nd st sll sidinge reilway officials
appeared with bottles of Bechnapps which they treded to DPs mosbl
for cigarettes.

There was a small party of 20 ehildren from Fbensee
ehildren's home who 'ravelled through under the charge of Miss
Bretoi in the same pagsenger car from there to reception cem-
tre, from where thay were taken by truck to Koszls, A further
congiderable Polish convoy 1is due to leave Villeh on Sept.3rd
1t 18 hoped that there may be & contingent from Itsly with 1t.
POLES FROM FRENCH ZONE:

The Polish kission has besn sereening in the French
Zone in order to see which of the Polss or Ukeainimsm Poles there
were acceptable for repatrdation,iAs a resmlt a convoy of 172
from Kufstein 200 out of cawp DPs left on August 17th. f4 ,

/ P o a7

Since April the Repatriation Officer has been pressing
the Jugoslav Military Mission for newspspers and information to
distribute, This was again emphasized at two recent conferences
with the Jugoslaves. e particularly ssked for small town newe-

ers,mkixk as smell items,such as weddings,births and loeal
?‘g.ncl often have 2 more importent maholosiul effect than
leading articles of big newspapers,which sre dlscounted as pr
pagands, Unfortunately we have so far received nothing at

and ERO have had almost no factusl information.
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from our Belgrede Wission,Recent the Jugoslav Mission put up

proposals to encourage repatristion:

(1) they asked that they might stetion m representatives in each
camp where there are Jugoslavs in order to counter anti-
repatriation oropagends,

n mission of five or six persons should be

Ay i:
B - g P R " & o, - a8 wEs
allowed to travel roun mid gp2ak to thelr forlfllow net io-
i e

*that o ~dvil

nals, This sion 1s said to be composed of persons who
were formerly IPs =nd who are dramm from various welks of
iy irst oaale has bBeen turned down
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They may not like the reference to Spittal as thi cap was
gpeselally attackKed Dy the Jugoslav Nllitery Htmekew delegate
at Geneva owing to the fact that Major Pirkovic of the Jugoslav
Nilitery Mlsclon was very disceatiffied with hic visit there
through sctually it is the moet hopeful from repatriation stand-
pointy) A steady weekly trickle has returned in lorry batches
which are driven straight to the frontier at Hosenbach. Begine
ning with the firet batch on April lst,41) persons have been
repatriated from Spittal and 200 from iiqnz.Aerngcmsnts now
have been made for Llenz repatristes to be sent to Spittal to
Jjoin convoys from there.

There was a location chenge in the US Zone furing thie
monthe, Owing to the urgent necessity of finding room for Jewish
refugees from Poland the 238 Jugoslaves from Ssalfelden were
moved to the US Army Comp at Markt Pongau,recently handed baeck
to the Militsry cs 1t 15 composed of RANPS, Thie comm is usually
referred to as royalist and is of course fairly 501lidly anti-
repatriction., In addition,560 Juzoslavs from Puch were also
moved there,it 1e stated that more than 200 refused to go and
are sald to be living now outside camps in the neigibourhood
of Puch, There is now only one Jugoslav UNRRA camn left in the
U8 Zone,that of Asten mear Lingz,where there sre 1514, About 42%
of the Jugoslave found in Austris on &eliberation has now been
repatrinted. ]

SCREENING :
%;.Bedo has now camplete? gereening in the British

Zone (1) of collaboretore and (2) for those tochnicslly im~
eligible for MRRA care. A general percentage of inaligivility
1s sBeaning-leses as it deponds on the composition of each indl-
vigual camn, Weldmsnnsdorf was found to be compgged of 75% ine
eligiblee and was handed over to the Military, EBxact flgures sre
not yet available for Admont (they will not be large),Villach
and Upaz and the sgtimates of ineligihility for the other
¢amps are Judenburg 33%,Idenz 157, Snitt=1 12%. In the US Zone
lise Weinf'eld has been sereening at Asten and Dr . Bed at Hell-
brunn. All ascreening is of courge done in the pressce of the
Uilitary,ee 1t 4 a2 milits ry function, Dr.Bedo hopes o come
rlete the screening in the US Zone of both UNRRA samme and
military campe after e return from lesve in October,
TUS B3

There are 261 Turks =t Weldmemnsdorf - through this camm
is no longer en UNRRA responsibility and 52 e Juder burg. They
were accepted by the Turkish Iiaison Officer snd it was hoped
that they could be moved to join the large Turiish concentPae
tion awaiting repatriation at Mittenwald,Bavaia, It is hoped
that the majority will go soon,when transport em be mrre; ged
direct,as the 41dea of moving them to Bevaris has been dopped.

The Greek Lisison Officer is now in the British Zone to
round up the few remaining Greek nationale to sees which em be
repatriated, any residue will not be allowed to reﬂmin.inallgll
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in the same way those who cannot be accepted by him and refuse
be revatriated will than be excluded frcm‘UHRRA ca e,

EMIGRATION,

T rA
g : UNRRA Offlce for emigration to USA has been
nuv moved to “,J;.t‘.” wspital and ie fnnctionning there under Miss
L2, 'uf CE WEDY u in he pDresgs tD thi afl LDt r.'?“"’c"" or

JPni.le T"""Bf‘rh._ 0 apply first to AJDC and HIYA.E wiich @ e operating
in their old officea. ™ ntornetionsl gnd Rescue Organisation to-
goth “;‘ wlth the dmeri 1 Christi ur'f‘"iftﬂ for Tl;;ug‘mr has &
separate office and are slso assisting., Wa have not so £ been
visited Ly representatives of any Romaen Catholic orzgenlsation.Ovep
600 persons were interviewod in Vienns airing the month and 508 of
them were acceplted for preliminary processing and pes: .-_‘-_ on to the
U8 Consulate. Durding the same perilod 635 Dersons lef't US Zone

of Austrie end Llend B8alzburg for Munich on their way to emigrate

to the USA, TENEK,

IUURS: Mr,Gough,Repatriation Offiecer, visited Villach,dudenburg,
Ep...ttu.i.,_}ac..gac,toin,Hellomml and Asten carm on a tour and algo
ttended conference of Chiefl Repatrintion Officers ot Frankfurt.
| Without overcomplacency sbout this mission it is vossible to say
l that we are in many respects ahead of the German Migaion from a
1raputrl,uion point of view, Very little real screnning seems to
| have been done there and nothing te separate Poles from NMerainisn
Poles, The position in Auetria is on = far more masnsgeable scale
and it is handly fair to compare then.

GRINLIRAL FACTORS:

1) The application of the Austrisn Lehour Law 4in the US
Zone may, 1t is hoped, affeet some who were too indolent to return
to their countries.

(2) The propsed issue of @=-90 dags rations to returning
Poles may have a Tavourable effect Aif 1t 15 agre=a,

(3) Begregation etill remains a problem,It is something to
renove Phose who have decided to return from an environment where
they may be persuaded to change their minds., We are still using
Wels in the UB Zone ag a staging eentre for repatriatea,

4) There 4s a report of a proposed rediction in the
supplemsntm*y rations to IPs in Jne 8 Zone,This a moet importent
matter, The apparent greater willingmess in the British Zone among
Poles to return at the time ie merked snd mgr be connscted with the
lower food scale, The British Zone was more open to 7nti-reoatria-
tion influences owing to ite geographical econtigity to the Polish
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The DP problem. X!/

In some guarters there has been a stiff attack on the continous pre-
gence of large nunmbers of DP's in Austria. It™lleged that thelr pre-
sence is a terrible burden on the country, heavier than that of the
tropps of occupation. It should not be forgotten that since May 1945
nearly §50. 000 DP's in military and UNRRA centires or out of camps

have been repatriated. The total remaining in UNRRA assisted camps

in July 1946 wes 47.143 and other camps 53.257

Austrisn circles which sttack DP's should remember that their problem
wae largely created by the government of the GrossdeutaschegReich of
which Austris was a part and she cannot aissociate herself completely
from responsab-ility.

Moscow Radio in English on July lst refered to the DP's as 300,000
foreign fascists,whose presence ran counter to the interests of the
Austrian people. Really they contain large elements who were strongly
anti-fascists,salmost the largest group beling cared for now in UNRRA
cenps is Jewish. The same radio talk stated there were 100,000 German
fughtives from Yugoslavia in Styrias, British zone. The right figure

ig more l1like 12.000, these are VYolksdeutsche who have been expelled
from Yugoslavia,subjects of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire and the
process of moving Volksdeutsche to Germsny continually goes on. There
were sllegations of the presence of a large number of "foreign fascists"
in Weissenstein and other towns of Carinthia. The militgry camp of
Weissenstein is for Austrian Nazis who may be "poseists" but are hardly
"eoreign"™ . The spesker went on to say in the streets of Klagenfurt
Germen Officers snd troops uniformed and with all their insignia is no
uncommon sight. There are no such unffopms,ecxcept & Tew dyed ones and
no insignie ere allowed.

The next sllegetion was that upwards of Booo unbidden fascist guests
ere at Treffling in Fest Tyrol.The number of Volksdeutsche there lg
between 5 end 4cco , 1200 of whom are about to be sent to Germany and
there hae been a high despatch rate in the past. It was saild they were
apmed, They are not armed. There heve been freguehtand forough searches
end very few arms have been found.The big problem of extraneous gle~-
ments is that of the Volksdeutsche and as gtated, their movement to
Germany is constantly in progress. While it is not suggested that all
persons residing in NRRA assisted cemps are admirsble people,every
offort is made to eliminate ineligables and to encoursge those who can
to return home. We are naturally getting down towards the hard core

of irrepatriables and cen therefore not expect mass movements but
figures are not antirely dlscouraging.

Screening,
his has always been recognized by UNRRA as of primary importance to
* eliminate collsborators and thus having direct bearing on repatrist ion
by removing elements hostile to it.On the other hand it is a function
of the militery but it was decided to set up advisory sereening teams
ander Dr.Bedo to work under the aegis of the military. The alm was

. - + oollsborators and any remaeining Volksdeutsche
second to exclude from tility refugees,except in s0
far as these consist of persons or groups persecuted by the Nazis for
racial or religious reasons o for activity on behalf of the U,N,
Screening has Just been completed in the British zone,the results are
not being published in full at the moment,but generally the number of
ineligsbles was rather less than expected. Only in one camp Was there
a large majority of these which will entail handing the camp over to
the militery and dispersing the remaining eligebles among other UNRRA
centres. The screening team has now begun work in US-zone.

Poles.

X convoy left for Poland on dJune soth/July lst accompsanied by Mrs.
MICHELL,Chief Welfare 0fficer,U8-zone,Area II and by Miss KAMIL,
Welfare Officer,Villach. A detalled report on the trip and on con-
ditions observed in Poland was drevn up by Mrs.Mitchell and is being
widely circulated for discussion and information.
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*his convoy contained 250 Poles from Italy andgves an encouragement

"0 repatriation to find this group coming through as rumours were to
.ne contrary.23 children with Migs Kamil and 60 adults from Villach
went with the convoy snd 250 persons from the US-zone.

A large convoy is leaving on August 6th,estimated members from the
British zone are 500. It will be accompanied by Mrs,WEST,Chief Welfare
Officer,AustrianMission and Mr,GLASEK,Welfare Officer,Hellbrunn. fn
account will be given in the next report.

Information has always been regarded as of grest importance and the
Polish military have begun their promised weekly deliveries of news-
pepers to CHY. These are being sent out in sacks for camps Hellbrunn,
Ebensee,linz 59,Villach and Kufstein.

Military Missionsgre always asked to supply as many smalldtown newspa-
pers as pomible, ading aerticles are regarded as propaganda but if DP's
see small notiems of births,weddings,trivi details thst show normality
in the country to which they should return,it mgy help to move the wa-
verdf the right way.

A Polish Miggion is now in the French zone on screening to decide which
persons are eligable to be given the opportunity to return.

Yugoslav
We still have about 1l.000 Yugoslavs in UNRRA assisted camps,but there
will be a considersble redubtion once screening is completed,possibly
a third. Among them are not many true Serbs,moct of those mxExRExIRxIXY
fzsx who are nominslly Serbs are really Russian emigre#s,there was a larg
gsettlement of Russisn emigregs in Belgrad after the 1917revolution.
" considerable puniier’. . of the Croatsthe proportion of whom is per-
»ap8 a quarter of our Yugoslavs,aretowns people and have not the call
of the land to take them home,many of them semm strongly opvosed to the
present regime. The greatest number are 8lovenes and perhaps five=sixths
of them are country people with a strong feeling for the soil and it is
among them that we have the greatest hopes of repatriation. At the same
time they are strong Romen Cat Aolice and many may be inclined to put
church before country. The positign is not hopeless. The figures of those
who have returned from April 15thfe end of June from Spittsl camp were
293 and during July a further 53. About 200 have gone hack from Lienz
during the same period. There was a small group which returned from Asten
in the US-zone in July and from Kufstein,French zone, 7 on July 11lth.
There are only 63 left at Kufstein as 56 have been screened out as Volks-
deutsche.The simplicity of the mechanism of movement from the British
zone owing to geographical contiguity 1s a help.Almost every week small
parties go by UNRRA lorry from Spittel direct to the frontier at Rosen-
bach.
Two conferences were held at CHQ between the Yugoslavs and Miss Basrton
and the Repatriation Officer on the implementation of resolution 92. The
~reening should Be much to satisfy the feeling of the Yugoslavs that
-1desirable elements are being harboured in large nunbers.
UNFRA proposed that a delegation of DP's with two UNRRA workers should
be allowed to visit Yugoslavia - a matter that the Repatriation Officer
has pressed unsuccessfully on both the Yugoslav and Polish Missions since
his arrivel in March.They made the counter proposal,first that a civilian
delegation from Yugoslavia,containing persons who had previously been
repatriated, should be allowed to visit Austria,secondly that they should
appoint a clerk to live in each of the camps where there are Yugoslavs,to
act as a counterwelght to anti-repatriation propoagands.These proposals
of shem are being submitted to the military suthorities. As usual they
were asked for newspapers and promised them,s they may come at some time.
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ﬂ- group of Taurke we had previously st French zone and
@Glopambn ch,8=~zone, were already moved tow

there 1s a conpentration aweiting repatriation,

Turkish Mission visited the British zone and was sble %o

tically the whole of ihe 251 at Weldmennsdor? and 59 at Jud g as
Turkish nationals, theseflso to go to Hittenwald. The head of the
Tarkish Mission éuring nis short stay wam great praise by Ms offi-
ciency and the rapldity with which he cotablished a good l1iaison with
all persons interected, military, UNRRA, Red COrg

finieh he geve a momunental Turkish lunch at Veidmenngdorf, which the
Repoatriation Officer attended, a soclally delightfall but stomachi-
eally recrettsble cceasion,

%her changes,
t Pongeu camp in the U8 = ne, containing meuberes of the Tugoslay
Royalist army has now been handed back to the military,as it was cote

posed of persons digbended ss a complete military wnit,

Woergl camp,under the French military, has been used to receive 313
Polish Unrainisns {from Lendeck, which had Decoms most overcrowed owing
to the military oecupying part of the o « The jowish population has
increased. On March 31st there wepe 7221 Jews in UNRREA compe,on June Sot
10,814 and there hae been further increase. Vegscheid camp near Ling
is now being used md houces over 8800. They are coming mostly from
Polond, We were told by My, Kaurice Rosen,who recently visited P

that the govarmmt heve settled eonsiderable menbers,he said 60,000
in Tower Sileeis,in a block,but unfortunste incidents 1iks the Dooond
pogram gt KINIOL get wide vublicity and we mny got s further influax of

these refugecs.

We gm z-‘!fm:rs made 1% cloar that UNRRA 1s not a resettlement agenecy
but the Repotriation Officer hns constont applications, as
rumors get in the prese,especially sbout South Amoriesn countries, At

the same time we sre bound to mseist agencies which directly carrymt
resettlement, 80 far the only orgenised exodus 1s that to the UEA,
This is gtill confined to the US zones but now includes the US zone
of Vienna and an office wae opened for the purposes under the Vienns
team with additionnl help from Miss Schneiden, Welfare Officer from
Bad Gngt only voluntary agencies which have so far helped us,
providing affidavits,are A, J,.D.C. and HIYAS, both Jewish and
the Internationsl Govermmentel Committee. We have now been vieds d by M,
Misg Mayersom of the Intemmstionai Rescue snd Relief Organisation,
wailch 1p nam-gectarisn sna primarily interested in politieal refugees,
Aarther Mize Wilson of the American Christian Comuittee for Refugees
hag visited Vienna, they are primsrily concerned with Protestants md
ean also cover menbers of the Opthodox clmroh, Both are going to
'us snd both organisations are villing to extend their interest bey
the groups with whieh they are specially concerned, We have alaso exw
ing a viglt from a tive of Romen Catfolic orgsnisstions.
ers of persons by UNRRA and the US consular snd
militery suthorities in the US zone (not Viemn) fop Moy end June wae
i76 snd a further 37 left for Munich, the staging centre, in July,
July was the first month during wiich applications have been poeeived
for the US zone of Vienns,our team and helpers interviewed 1141 persomms
of whom 309 were gceepted and sent to the US consul for further pro-
cessing,
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ihe Feception Center at Kosle consists of weoden barracks which
are in good physical conditiony since it had been gperating enly since
June 5th there are many improvements yet to be made in organisation and
equizments The reception of the children here is under the personal supere
vision of Madame Germanove, who is with the Polish Red Cross in Eatowlos,

Upon exvival, the children were acourded a friendly reeeption, fed
in 2 central dining room and sssigned to their roeus for the night. One
noted that chiliren who were already thers appeared % be cheerful and welle
adjusted and extended their welocome to new arrivals by belping them to get

The day affer mnrrival all children mre registered, given physiecal
exudinatione and photogrephed. If the whereabouts o the parents are kaowm
the parents are notified as soon as the above procedures are completed to
coume for their childrem. Since the sgengy has no funds for commmuniecation,
notification ia usually by mail, and therefore guite slow, lHowever, most
children having parents or relatives leave the howe in not more than twe or
three weeks after arrivel.

Boviprent in the home is meagre, sanitary conditionn are average, Recreas
tional facilities and equipment are added as tine and funds permit, There is
a dearth of truined persommel to operate the center, but those in charge aprear
genuinely interested in the security and wmifare of the ohliidren who pass




I should recommend that any Wranspert
by an UNKRA Welfare Officer

of the illnesses treated by the nurse on this ixdp were stomach and integ-
tinal ailmenteg hewever, bandages, antlseptics, sanitary supplies, etes
are NacessaYs

Tn addition to the long tedious Journsy, the hardships have bHeen incrcased
by needless waiting for hours beocause of lack of plamming or changes in
plene on the vart of the Army and Austrian trein officials, UNERA ;

nel showld eolladbarete with the militory escort regarding inetructions te
train evews, TFf basie lnstructions regarding stope and depertures could
be gbinted in the proper languege and posted for Lenefit of train erews,
soms corfusion might he eliminated,

™o 1msnmimeed stopping end starting of the train causes needless discum~

fort for [im, Uinee they must discever toilet facilities enroute, the way

inwhiahmn,mmddﬁummtbwdamngmhMﬂ
Sore plan for this cpuld be worked out ss mentioned in the

the attention givem in preparing the W
Pffort should be made hy UNREA to kanow facts regerding
sonditions in coumtyies % which DPs return, Such inforvation should
! them face realistioally the situation to which they







stimate that the

ted that 60,000

3
deﬁww“dmw.mhw
uNMUMW“ .

ts from 300 to 500 slotys.

It is estima

iz prectically nonwexistent. The e
is conservative.

83 LI
st

AR
e iHp i

|
i
W
|

Fresh Milk




i

EEEY
5
455

e
urmwmm
mm_MMumm

$§E3 13
m._Mmm_m
v m; i
LR ELE
it
mMuvwnM
JeiH]
thiis
5 “mz.

i
wm.ﬁ

-

!

!

8

i

kgl
ummu

L§

:

2
b

34
b

m

:

i
i

2

wm
:

m

¥
g

i

:

i
is

i

i

T

838.

L

p
i

7
3
i




—~BEDATEIATION

The delay 4o securing amthentic facts to give Folish DPs is most
regrettable and has undoubtedly retarded the program., Oae of the first
observations regerding Pelish repatriates wa= that there is an inereasing
@olness on the part of Folish people for DFs returning to Foland, They
feel that the war has Leen gver for oue yesr and that those who remained
end guffered during the war and since ite close, have maintained their
struggle in the face of difficulties for the sake of their loyalty in ree~
building Yoland, They feel that all loyal Folee who are interested in ree
babilitation of Foland should return and share the priveti
eneygies and esrvices are mwost needod. Meny people even though erpressing
their personal disagreesent with many of the policies of the present governe
ment, reitercted their conviection that they and the DPs onteide of Foland
should cooperate with the existing authorities in Pestablishing industry,
agricul turel, and professional life, WIRIA Velfare Offclals have promised to
oontact repatriates from tise to tdme, =nd send information to other Missions for
repetriation material. x« x ;

In discussing the progum of repetriation with UNRRA authorities,
1y with regard to children, aged and i1l pecple), welfare personnel
suggested tiat 1t might be advisable and desirable o retard repatriation of
T8 patients and aged as long as they can be cared for in cesupied zones giving
Lble in which to mak: more neesssary adequate proe
physieally ineapacitated,

There is no Goubl but that Russia exerts stwong
eontrel in numerous places in Polish Government and econcuy today

ands exisbed recently at the Referendum,
ivity is normal. Instances where bollots were weliepal ‘
and fiwed ballot boxes substituted for real ones 4id ocour, but it appears that
the antiegovermment people had exaggerated the extent of this.

=L -

One can cobse meny good peintes in the present political institutions

» not the influence is Rusgian, Russia is undouhtedly

trying to gin ocertain bepefits for herself in Folish industry today (sudh as
of Polish coal fox a priece such less than the actual cost of produstion
is peid by Poland), on the other hand, it appears that many of the desire
able progressive plans are fop. the rehabilitation of Foland for Foland's sake.
Russda is importing wheat, (opponents say this is being done for propae

)
th the & of living at "free market"™ prices.
.tm?mwuuu;mt
time,  However, state plans for agrieultuwral
Mt\dﬂwnuﬂm State

muwwwavm

in a land rich in
must be inithated




come into the settled chltmato ki1l and to plunder, Iomer neme
bers of Anders Foroces, ts, antiesemitic Foles, and criminals bave
Joined in this way to in ate, diseredit, and oppose the present
“
O /&
mkb—uﬂtio. t edicts, ¥

RC uﬂ.
prlglﬂ a leng pe of time, |~
oups TPolish J4ws are bed sained in
p publicity. ghe te of the anti=
I unfor te incidenis
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I was inforsed by & number of persens that =

(1) Persens are mot forced to join the Commmist Farty in order fo pursus
their work (outside of government jobs);

(2) That the everage person goes ebout his daily
interferences

life with little or no

(%) T™he longer DPs resain eway
when and if they retwrng

oland;

% the tolerance




To: My, Andresssen
Subject: Repatriation Report for June, 1946.

One of our UNRRA workers who accompanied a returning
group of DPs to Poland in April pointed out how easily
many of them are influenced in their decision to go home
or stay abroad. Their minds would change from day to
day, the trend of a letter recelived from home would sway
them instantly. Many have a deep-rooted desire to get
back to their ownlearth, mingled with fear of the
hardships they may have to endure, and of the things
worse than hardships which are alleged by anti-repatriation
propaganda, all complicated by an uncertain state of mind,
largely due to their exmriences in the last few years.

1. Ipformation.

We have been striving to get this all along, and
at last the Polish Repatriation Committee have been
eble to supply some newspapers from Polend, and it is
hoped the supply will continue. We have a promise of
papers from Jugoslavia.

Our Italian Mission sent us some copies of a
valuable report of a team director who went to
Jugoslavia,with translations into Serbe-Croat, which
we have circulated. :

We sre still pressing on the Polish and Yugoslav
representatives that 1t would be most valusble if they
would allow a delegation of DPs accompanied by UNRRA
workers to visit the respective countries and report
back to their fellow nationals in our DP camps.

Segregation.

The difficulty of removing elements hostile to
repatriation is very great, as so much hostile
propaganda is underground, but we can aim at getting
those who have decided to go home segregated at a point
where they will not be subjected to hostile influences.

The use of Wels camp in the U.8.Zone secemed to serve
this purpose admirably, but as it has been decided that
the camp shall be given up, it is hoped that a similar
staging centre can be found at Linz. The question of
finding a similer staging centre in the British Zone is
being gone into.

Improving the mechanism of movements.,by giving as long
notice as possible to s of convoys and by trying to
carry out the other recommendat#ons on this subject
embodied in the May report.

4. Screening.

It has been the policy of the Administration to
urge the military to insensify screening in all
three zones, but this has been hampered by the
shortage of qualified personnel,

Teems of UNRRA personnel under the presidency of
Dr., Bedo in the British Zone, Dr. Weinfeld in the




U.8.%one, have been appointed to work under the military
in an advisory capacity, and assist and advise on this
work.

Techn 11 n le DPs.

The considerable work of sorting out the DPs who are
technically ineligible for UNRRA care, especially
because of their having crossed the frontiers of the
countries subsequent to the cessation of hostilities,
is being attacked. It 1s expécted that this will lead
to the exclusion of a large number of Jugoslavs in the
British Zone.

The fact that military units which have been
disbanded as such and not as individuals can not be
in UNRRA care has necessitated the handing back to
the military of the Jugoslav camp at Markt Pongau.

Western Europeans. The British and U.S.Military recently
issued directives that these persons could no longer be
kept in camps, and the number now left in all zones is
very small indeed, confined to a few cases of hardship,
or rersons awaiting some permit from their home country,
and one or two who are unacceptable by reason of their
having married an ex-enemy national.

Poles. 23 Polish children left Villach for Salzburg on
26th June for repatriation, accompanied by the Chief
Welfare Officer of the camp, who was to travel all the
way. Convoys for Wels and Villach were due to leave
for Poland on the last day of June with the Chief
Welfare Officer No. 2 Area, U.S.Zone. Details will
be included in the next report.

F.C.G.GOUGH,
Repatriation Officer.

1st July, 1946.




14th May, 1946.

Report of Repatriation Officer on visit to French Zone f='ﬂ; e

Colonel Thibaud agreed that he would inform Colonel Creusot in Viemma of any
moves of Displaced Persons which may be taking place in the French Zone, in case
there are groups from other Zones which could be sent at the same time., Ordinarily
he co-ordinates his mbves with the French Zone of Germany and allocation of trains
is mede by C.R.X., Berlin, It would be very useful from our point of view if we
could have some direct connection or lisison with C.R.X. on this whole guestion of
movements,

Concerning the complaints of discomfort of train accommodation, the Colonel said
in the most recent movements that only one part of the train went to Xufstein.
Another section was added later and that at least the women and children were
accommodated in passenger cars, He agreed to review this matter further.

He underlined the practical impossibility of their security staff screening
nationals of other countries with any degree of eficiency. ihen guestioned
specifically about Ukraine, he stated that a Ukranian delegate had visited him
and that he had gone through the names of alleged collaborators mentioned in the
speech to UNO by Mr, Bajan, vice-premier of Soviet-Ukraine, but not one of the

persons mentioned was in this Zone. I have taken the list of names and details
and will try and get hold of the speech reported in "Pravda" on 3.2.46 which
apparently stirred up all the trouble, '

He will request the Yugoslev Liaison Officer to visit Kufstein at once for
screening his nationals and arranging the repatriation of those few who have
expreassed their willingness to return home. .

The Czech (Mr. Remeny) who "screened™ at Kufstein on March 28th is at present
only a self-styled liaison officer, as he has not yet been appointed as such by his
ovn government, Final screening should be dore by the Czech delegation from Prague
which is expected shortly at Vienna,

He has informed Colonel Czernetzki of the Folish repatriation committee that
he will be glad if he comes here for screening as soon as possible, beginning his
work at Kufstein,

The Spaniards who wish to go to France from Kufstein must apply to Colonel
Thibaud or to the French Consul for passports and documents.

I discussed at length the guestion of representatives of exiled governments
and the Colonel could supply no direct evidence of anti~-repatriation propaganda by
the Polish Red Cross. He praised their Welfare work and said that they supplied
parcels to their compatriots who arebeing repatriatéd,

Qut-of -Camp Displaced Persons. Each move of Displaced Persons is well
publicized through the press, the radio and the Burgemeister in the French Zone
so that he feels that such persons cannot be said to be left without adequate
information on therquestion of repatriation, This is borne out by the fact that
larger numbers of out-of -camp Displaced Persons than irmmates of camps take part in
moves,

The Turkish lisison officer has not yet appeared and the Repatriation Officer
will take this up at Salzburg and, if necessary, at Frankfurt,

(Signed) ¥, C. G. COUGH




To: My, Andreassen 19th Jumne, 1946.
Bubject: Repatriation Report for May, 1946.

Bgpatriation - pogitive and nemative aspects.

At the May London conference the Austrisn delegation
expressed the view that they were specially intereated in
the positive pide, encouraging repatriation:

ia; by meking the actual mechanism of movement easy.

b) by urging lisison officere to present their case
effectively and

(¢) sbove all by giving as much factual information am
vossible sbout the countries of reception, It is not
enough for prospective repatristes to know that they
will not be persecuted and will have a chance of
acquiring land, They want to know ebout reception
cantres at home, and what credits they can get for
acguiring livestock seed and machines for working the

It is the intention that each considerable movement of
DPs should be sccommanied by at least one UNRRA worker. At
the end of April one of our workers accompanied a wmovement
of Polish DPs to Germany and the following among her
reconmendations are laid down as desirsble for all future

movements!: ~

1. As long a notice as possible of the next transport should
be given to DPe,
2. In s mixed transport, including chil ¥ an aversge of
not more than 20 persons per car should be planmed.
A lantern should be nrovided in each car. £ this is
absolutely impossible, the people ghould be told to
take ecandles.
The DPs should be told to take water in boitles.
A special food car should be proﬂ.dog, with bins or boxes
for bread snd, if possible, one days' rations should be
distributed before “mi:f' This food ear should be
laced as nesr to the middle of the train as possible.
Train Commander should, sc far as possible, find out
the duration of each halt (especislly when a long halt
is to be mede) and thet he should ammounce this, (This
could be done writing it on a board and sticking this
out of his car.
A good dispensary car should be wovided, with at least
two beds, and with a toilet and s supply of water, and
this should be loeasted nesr the middle of the train.
The finsneial regulations should be made clear, to
every téam concernsd, beforchand, and the Tra n Commander
should know them and make sure that each econtingent has
the necessary documents Defore starting.
An UNRRA Team member from each camp that is moved should
accompany the treneport to ite destination end remain
there for a day or two.
A Leader of each car should be avnointed end povided with
materials for mi& ing = list, as soon as the transport is
ready to start, of the persons in his car, of the ages of
the children, and of hig own name, Leaders should hand
these lists at the firet opportunity to the UNRRA meumber
in charge, to facilitate food distribution,




D

Es:zeanl&ng_aga_ésnssﬁia:-

(a) The use of Wels, or a camp at ILinz, as a transit centre
in the U.8.%one, should enable those who have decided
to return to be collected at & point where they will
be sbstracted from nossible adverse propaganda end
Dr. Bedo, who has Joined ue under a special assignment
on repatristion, will gee if sme similar arrangement
cen be mede in the British Zone, thus fulfilling in
some degree the policy of segregation.

Sereening has slways been a difficulty. It i of course
a function of the militery, but in all sones there is

a shortage of personnel gualified for this task, and it
is hoped to make greeter use of UNRRA personnel in an
advigory cepacity, as several of them heve the right
background and knowledge. It is intended that Miss
Weinfeld shall head this advisory work in the U; 8. Zone,
and Br, Bedo in the Bpitish and French Zones,

Heatern Buropeans:

The U.8. and British military suthorities have
declared that these ghould no longer be in canpe, and it
is hoped that the few remaining ones will either return t»
be exgudad during the month of June. It should not come to
a queetion of foreible removal of any of these persons, to
which UNRRA eannot be a party., If the militery congider it

negessary to remove any who yet remain st the end of June,
thia will be done by them.

There are etill a few self-styled Ogechoslovaks at Ried

in the U.S.%Zone Area I, whom the Czech Lisison Officer at
Linz is being seked to screen. The Iiaison Officer at
Salsburg has promised to sereen the few remaining at
Kufstein (Frénch Zone) during the ecming month,

There are sbout B0 Czechs and over 100 children to be
screened in the British Zone, and a ai has been sent to
Pregue to urge that the long-promised Commisgion come down
to do this.

dugoglavs:

The dugoslav Repatristion Committee ie sbout to vieit
the British Zone to urge revatriation there, after a
vigit to S8lovenis to see to the reception end.

Poles:

A convoy of nearly 400 from D.P, camps, plus snothep
100 from outside cemps, left from Wels (U.S. Zone) and
arrived safely at e point 100 km ingide Poland. They were
accompanied by a represenfiative of the London Polish Red
Cross, who returned and wee able to counteract any foolish
rumours,

Another convoy, which it is hoped may be shout 400, is
expected to leave Welg adout the middle of June.

In addition, a small number of Poles (368) and Czechs
were safely sent back by the French suthorities from Kufstein.

During the month, & further convoy, poesibly 600, is
expected to leave for Poland from Villach (British Zone).




Imnigration to U. 8. A

90 persons on the May quota have been sent to the
U.8.Consulate at Munich for emigration, after passing
through the triple procese in Austria of filling up their
forms with UNRRA help and checking of them by Migs Weinfeld
at Salzburg, of aceeptance by the U.E,Consular ageey set up
there, and screening by the Ameriecsan C.I.0. 200 persons are
now being processed for the month of June, snd the .8,
anthoritiea have not yet stated that the guots for that
month ig exhsusted.

¥,C.8,00UGH,
Repatriation Officer.







UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION

AUSTRIAN MISSION
FRENCH ZONE

INNSBRUCK, .. 14th. May,. 1. ...

ELISABETHSTR. 3 - TELEPHONE 2663
Report of Repatriation Officer on visit to Fremch Zone.

Colonel Thibaud agreed that he would inform Colonel :mmr'f in Vienna of any
moves of Displaced Persons which may be taking place in the Fremnch Zone, in case
there are groups f'rom other Zones which could be sent at the same time. Ordinarily
he co~ordinates his moves with the French Zone of Germany and allocation of trains
is made by C.R.X., Berlin. It would be very useful from our point of view if we
could have some direct connection or liaison with C.R.X. on this whole question
of movements.

Concerning the complaints of discomfort of train accommodation, the colonel
said in the most recent movements that only one part of the train went to Kufstein.
Another section was added later and that at least the women and children were
accommodated in passenger cars. He agreed to review this matter further,

He underlined the practical impossibility of their security staff screening
nationals of other countries with any degree of efficiency. When gquestioned
specifically about Ukraine, he stated that a Ukrainian delegate had visited him
and that he had gone through the names of alleged collaborators mentioned in the
speech to O by lir. Bajen, vice-preamier of Boviet-Ukraine, but not one of the
persons mentioned was in this Zone. I have taken the list of names and details
and will try and get hold of the speech reported in "Pravda" om 3:2:46 which
apparently stirred up all the trouble.

He will reguest the Yugo-Slav liaison officer to visit Kuf'stein at once for
screening his nationals and arranging the repatriation of those few who have
expressed their willingness to return home.

The CRech (lir. Remeny), who "screened" at Kufstein om March 28th, is at
present only a self-styled liaison officer, as he has not yet been appointed as
such by his own government. Final screening should be done by the Cgcch dele-
gation from Prague which is expected shortly at Vienna.

He has informed Colonel Czernetzki of the Polish repatriation committee
that he will be glad if he comes here for screening as soon as possible, beginning
his work at Kufstein,

The Spaniards who wish to go to France from Kufstein must apply to Colonel
Thibaud or to the French Consul for passports and documents.

I discussed at length the question of representatives of exiled governments
and the Colonel could supply no directoevidence of anti-repatriation propaganda
by the Polish Red Cross. He praised thelir Welfare work and said that they
supplied parcels to their compatriots who are being repatriated.

Qut-of -Camp Digplaced Persons. Bach move of Displaced FPersons is well
publicized through the press, the radia and the Burgomeister in the French Zone,
so that he feels that such persons cannot be said to be left without adequate
information on the question of repatriation. This is borme out by the fact that
larger numbers of out-of-camp Displaced Persons than inmates of camps take part
in moves.

The Turkish liaison officer has not yet appeared, and the Repatriation
Officer will take this up at Salgzburg and, if necessary, at Frankfurt.













REPATRIATION REPORT FOR

. To: Director, Relief Services.

her report for February, the Chief Repatriation
defined clearly the three grour DPs in our

ators etc.
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.11’11,“1]* Zone.There has been some very active gereening in

French Zone. Screening
over of fwo of our four camps

contacted the French military several
mi.
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I have 'nr'r:n .’ close contact with
1.G.C. repres ve, lr. and in connection

thie ocuestbic would like to guc she following on
e memorandum I ich shows wheat
arrengements ha hee 1ad neerning applicants for
emigration:
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"Subject: Revatristion and
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*r\rt*m., ““""‘Ilu‘“)lf“
Renatristion Officer ias ;-‘_et.-;-iz o ;:mn,v individa
enouiries on this subje and had a form drawn
for applicants i

only act as a channel
emigration, but there still seems
in various ouarters that UNRRA has
efinite responsibility. A relevent
wwn on the sttached copy of & letter from
= ﬁwfrw C"Il Consulate, which was sent to me by the
..:3. Zone Ou*er;"._-cr, and which I regard as rather
C-Ll"““ﬂ_'i_“f’ Although we ere in close touch with the

nericen Consulate, the I1.G.C. and our German operation
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22 _I---n'l egtine,
ler, Visa
her spplicants

Lillarad,
American Gons
hasg taken over g
countries such as Argentine an, which
no full diploms spresentati here or in
Germany.
It has been agreed to-day with lr i 1 that
the forms we I for application for u:ifr'ﬁﬁﬁr
to the T.S.A. will be tsken over hy him, and that
he will send to the individuals ough the zone
01rﬁcior if ey are in camps, *2, new type of
form which has apparently already been imsued
in Germany by USFET. He is contacting the American
military authorities to try to obtesin a supply of
these.

4, Repatrisble Persong: Endeavours are being made to collect
evidence of any propaganda hostile to repatriation made
by representatives of exiled governments.

Polish. A useful memorsndum has been received from our
P6lish Migsion in Warsaw covering an extensive discussion
with the Polish Chief of Revatriation, lir. Wolsgki. The
Chief of the Polish Revatristion Committee in Austria,
Major Czernetski, is et present in Warsaw, and further
details can only be worked out when he returns. A
provisional plan has been made with his subordinate for
getting as much information as possible to the Polish
persons in our camps about conditions in their country,
and arrangements for repatriation., We have a promise of
a large number of Polish newspapers for distribution
weekly, and are trying to get these routed here visas
Frankfurt. There is glso a plan to send a delegation
to Poland of three Polish people from the large Polish
camp at “bensee elected by themselves, and accompgnied
by Mrs. Fitzrandolph, Chief Welfare Officer of the

camp. Then are to renort back to their compatriots in
the camp. Arrangements have been made in the U.S8.Zone
that any letters received from Poland which are
considered of general interest shall be distributed in
the camps, through the Zone Repatriation Officer. The
Polish Government have promised to gend us an official
statement of arrangements made for regeption of
repatriates, and we shall be able to have this matter
printed in Polish in Vienna for display or distribution.

Czechoslovaks. A registration card is belng given to
each of these (and slso the few Western Buroneans in
the camps) - i.e. persons who are not likely to have
any politicel reasons to prevent their return. The
Czechosl ovak liaison officer here is expecting a woman
from Prague in the middle of April, who will have full
files in comnection with “enatriation, and it is hoped
that with her help we shall repatriste the majority of
these
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Subject: REPATRIATTION REPORT FQR FEBRUARY, 1946,

—_— —

To: Mr. Andresssen 3rd March, 1946,

In my revort to the Director in Chief, Austriasn Overation,
dated 10th Jenusry, 1946, snd entitled "Transfer and Repat-
riation of DPg in UNKRA camps in Austria” 1 defined the DPs
in our camps as consisting of three main groups:

a) Volksdeutsche, Sudeten Germsns, collaborators etec.
b) Non-repatrisble persons
c) Repatriable persons.

I analysed these three groups of DPs with particulsr emnhasis
on our responsibilities towards them, and made various
sugegestions regarding our nolicy towasrds these groups of
persons, and what action was recuired by UNRRA in Austris in
respect of their transfer, re-settlement snd repatristion
respectively.

The following sre some comments on the pogition to-dsy,
go far es the sbove-mentioned matters sre concerned:

a) Volksdeutsche, Budeten Germsns, collsborators etc.

Letters were addressed by Brigedier Parminter to
the British and French military authorities in Vienna
at the highest level, requesting a thorough investig-
ation into, and sdreening of the DPs in our cmps in
their reespective zones, with a view to removing those
DPs with whom we are not authorised to deal.

In the British zone, as a result, the military
have moved a large mumber of Volksdeutsche out of our
camps, and a certain nunber of United Wationa Nationals
have been substituted instead. 'The British military
suthorities have informed me that they are nepered to
provide versonnel to screen for political refugees and
collaborators, but that they rely on UNRRA team nersonnel
to investigate the nstionality status of DPs in our canps,
since they cannot themselves nrovide adeaguste personnel.
In view of the urgent necesgity of determining this
nationelity status of DPgs, and since the Eritish military
suthorities are not able to undertake the Job themselves,
I think the responsibility for melking this determination
must fall on NRRA personnel.

In the U.S8. Zone, the military security police have
been conducting a thoroush screening of Volkedeutsche
and of Russisns. This is still in progress. A4s =
conseguence a large number of Volksdeutsche have been
moved from our csmps, and this is continuing.

I have no recent informetion of the position in the
French Zone.

Since my revort of 10th Jamuary, it has been lgid dowm




that Jugoslav Volksdeutsche : Sudeten Germans,
although declared stateless by their respective
Governments, sre ineligible for UNRRA assistance as
DPa

L iDe

b) Non-renatrisble Persons

The situation regarding this group of DPs has not
changed in the last few weeks, snd the matter of their
eventual settlement is still one which requires urgent
consideration by the responsible authorities.

I have had several conversstions with Mr. Weihs,
Aungtrian represyentative of the International Migrastion
Service, concerning the part this organisstion can »lay
in assisting DPs who have relatives overseas, snd wish
to emigrate to Jjoin their relatives. Mr. Weihs has
this week returned to Geneva to consult his Headouarters,
and will bring back his plans to Vienna in sbout three
weeks' time.

Repatriable Persons

The cuestion of the officisl recognition of
representatives of exiled governments and their access
to DPg in our camps has been under discussion., Recomm-
endations have been made to E.R.0., for these officials
to be withdrawn, since their presence is i n general
not conducive to increasing the desire of DPs to return
to their homes.

Yemes of all Allled Lisison snd Repatristion Officers
have been sent to E.R.0. at the latter's recuest, together
with an assessment of thelr velue in the DP Operation, as
far as repatristion is concerned.

?T+ The French Military and the Czechoslovak Repatriastion

/| authorities have been provided with statisties and asked
to undertake the screening of the West Buropeans and
Czechosl ovaks respectively in sll our camps in Austria,
with a view to determining which & these mersons can now
be repatriasted, and which can not be repatristed, and in
the latter case, why not., It is horned that this will
agsgisgt in clesring such persons from our camps in the near
future.

The British Military authorities have been reauested
to inform us how soon they can nrovide transnort fescilities
for the repatriation of Turks, Egyptisns snd other Middle
Bast nationals in our camps who wish to return home. The
French Military suthorities have been assked to secure the
services of a Turkish Lisison Officer, in order to screen
the Turkish DPs who have anplied to be repatriated from
the French Zone.

It is hoped that information will soon be made
available by our Polish and Jugoslsv Missions through
E.R.U, of the conditions existing in Polend snd Jugoslavia
for repatriastes, so far as their reception and welfare,
food, eclothing, housing, work etc. are concerned. When
such infTormation ieg availsble, an educational canpaign will
be prepared to give this information to the DPs concerned,
with a view to encouraging their return home, and removing
the rumours which are at present one of the chief factors, f_hc/
in preventing their repstristion. /& Assf *'“fl:?”“:r‘iﬂrr \
Y
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Transfer and Repatristion of DPs in UNERA Canmps
in Austria.

Director-in-Chief, Austrian Operation.

s When I set out to investigate the repatriation possi-
bilities of the DPs in our camps in Austria, 1 had been given
to understand by various “informed” persons, militery oiiicials
end some of our Team Directors, that no Tfarther repatriation
wag possible end thatl all the DPs 'who wished to return to their
countrles had done so already.

On the surface, this is true. Those DPs who have ex-
pressed 2 desire to be repatriated have been returned to their
countries, with a few exceotlons who are awaitinz transport,
The DPs who remain in our camsp are there becsuse so Tar they
heve not ssked to be repastristed. This, however, does not mean
that 211 these DPs are not repatriable.

e At the present time, there are in UNRRA camps in Austria
theee (5) main groups of DPs:

Persons who are German or who have pro-German sympathies;
i.e., Volksdsutsche, Sudeten Germens, collaborators, etc.
Non-renatriable persons; i.e., Stateless persons, “King
Peter" Yugoslavs, “London" Poles, etc.

Repatriable persons.

S UNRRA was set up as a short-term organization and, so
far ag the Displaced Persons Operations are concerned, to take
care t“mPO“"“llY of Displaced Persons pending their repatr iation.
It is presumed that in the next yesr or so, IINRRA will cease 1O
function and that the DPs remaining in our cemps will be hended
over to l.%:.C. or whatever organizastion is responsible for their
sventual settlement. These should consist only of genuinely non-
renstriable DPs and we must take whatever action we can To clear
ur camps oI persons in groups 2(a) and Z(c) above as SOON a8
possible.

4, With regard to Group2 (a), the Volksdeutsche, etc.,

I suggest that it is urgent to press the Military at the highest
level to remove this class of persons Irom our camps as soon as
possible. There are some thﬂusnnds of such people sheltering in
our camps and they renge Trom those who were colleborating direct-
ly with the Wazis to those whose anti-Soviet feelings are such
thet, slthough they msy not necessarily have pro-Nagzi sympathies,
they are prepsred to ally themselves with any other anti-Soviet
group and csrry on ant1—80v1et activities. Apart from the Tact
that UNRRA wes not set ur to taite cere of such persons, their
presence in our campg 18 highly undesirable becruse of the politi-
cal pressure they exert to influence repairia able persons against
returning to their countries.

In most cases, our Team Directors kKnow or can essily
discover, who these persons are. In my memorandum of 1l0th Dec.,
1945 on repatriability, Tesm Directors were asked to submit a
report by 3lst December, 1945, stating amoni other things, numbers
of such persons in their cemps. 8o far, L heve only received a
few of these revnorts.




4. (con'd) 1In some extreme cases, Team Directors have called in
the Becurity Police and the DPs concerned have been removed. In

one or two other cases, leam Directors, who either are not unsymn-
pathetic to the views held by this calss of DPs or who have sym-

pathy with them personally, are deliberately sheltering them. 1

would like to discuss this latter problem with you sometime.

in the US Zone, 1t is the policy of the militery authori-
ties to transfer Volksdeutsche and Sudeten Germans to Germay as
soon as poscible and s screening of Yugoslavs is proceeding at
oresent. When this is complete, I understand that the Volksdeutsche
will be Torcibly transferred to Germmy with the exception of those
wino appeel before special military boards set up for this purpose
and who can prove that they were innocent of any pro-Sermsn sym-
pathies or collaborationist activities. 1 asked Col. Stephens, DP
Bivision, U.8.A.C.A., sbout a month ago how soon it would b= pos-

sible To clear our camps of Volksdeutsche and Budeten Germans and
he inf'ormed me that they would be moved as soon as The screening
was completed. Thies sereening work should, in my opinion, by ex-
tended and greatly specded up. One of our Tesm Directors, who
asked for C.I1.C. =ssistance, wes told that not enough personnel
were available snd that he vould heve To weit.

In the British Zone, a screening of the DPs in our canps
has been carried out by the military suthorities and the Germans

and Volks@ieuteche determined. bBut they nevertheless remein in
our camps. 1 discussed this witn Mrs. Lubbock, DP Division, ACA Brit.
about a month ago and she expressed surprise thet our camps con-
tained such persons and sald she would look into the matter. I sug=-
geet that the military be ssked to take action to remove these per-
sons from our camps ~8 800N as possionle,.

In the French Zone, I am informed that one r'rench official
alone is carrying out screening in our casmps and the process is
therefore proceeding very slowly. I suggest that the French mili-
tary slso be ssked to accelerate thelr gereening of our DPs and to
remove the Germens esnd Volksdeutsche.

When I was in Frankfurt on 16th December, 1945, I dis-
cussed the cuestion of Volksdeutsche and Sudeten Germans with Dr.
Simon, Legal Advisor to Gen. llorgan. Both these groups of persors
have been declared by their respective countries to heve lost their
citizenship in those countries, and they theretfore, “roqumqniy, be-
come stateless. 1t was not then clear whether or not A was re-
auired to assume responsibility for looking after them as stateless
pergons and Dr. Simon was referring the matter to ERO for decision.
Do we have any ruling on this matier yet:

5. #ith regard to .Group 2(b), the non-repatriables, these
consist of stateless persons and persons who Ior political or racial
reacons do not desire to return to thelr countries.

These persons will have to be resettled in countries
other then nthoae of their previous residence and this resettlement
is not en UNERA function. In this connection, I would like to meke
the following observations:

a) White Russians, Estonians, Latvisns, Lithuanisns, and
Ukrainians, together with "King Peter" Yugoslavs and "London" Poles,
form a group of DPs whom, perhaps with a few exceptions, we shall
not be able to repatriate. These persons are stolidly and Tanati-
cally desermined to resist returning to their f'ormer countries of
domicile as they are hostile to the govermments of the countries
concerned. From conversation with some of these people, I have
Tormed the opinion that the great majority of them wish to emigrate
to the United Ststes, British Dominions or South America. I under-
stand thet the I.G.C. will be negotiating arrangements I'or resettle-
ment of non-repstrisbles but so far I have not been able to meet
any of their representatives so0 1 do not know what stage their
negotiations have reached. 1 have received several recuests Lfrou

/Uver.




Team Directors and one petition from a groun 6f White Hussians ask-
ing whether any information on this matter can be made available to
the DPs concerned in order to give them some hope ITor their Ifuture.

b) I have had various enguiries from DPs who have relestions
or friends in Toreign countries, mostly in the United States and
South America, as to whether they can apply to join their relations
in those countries. As s result L have got out a Torm which such
nergonsg can Iill up and return to me through channels and which I
can then I'orward to the consul concerned for sction if possible.
Since there is & great deal of this enguiry end since it does not
constitute mass resettlement, I would liketo give this service to
our DPe it you agree. (Bee form attached).

c) The French snd Belgbn Govermnments have offered to take a
nuniber of DPs for ceriain categories of work in their countries. The
matter has been hanging fire some time md some of our DUPs who were
circulsrised about this offer and wished to accept it are now losing
interest because the matter has not been teken any further. Team
Directors have approasched me to take this up on behalf of DPs in
their camps. Am I suthorized to aporosch the French and Belgian
repregsentatives in Vienns to discover where the matter.stands.

d) I understand that there exists some intention to try to
settle as many oif our DPs as vpossible on the Austrisn economy by Iind=-
ing them work for which they will receive payment, food, shelter,
clothing, etc. Tpom the Austriasn authorities. <This may be & good tem-
porary solution for so long &s there is a labour shortage in Ausiris,
but from the long-term noint of view it is, in my opinion, no solution
sand sooner or lester will create a recrudescence of the DP problem in
Austria. The hatred which exists between most of the DPs and the
Austrians ,would mske this, at best, a meske-shift arrangement and I
think it is probable that as soon as the control of the occupying
powers and UN:RA was withdrawn from Austria, difficulties and friction
would occur, resulting in the DPs losing their jobs and finding them-
selves homeless again. I'wo or three DPs with technical qualifications
have told me that on application to the Austrian Labour authorities
they have been inTformed that the Austrians do not want “foreigners"”
working f'or them.

e) lir. liartin Weihs, the Austrisn representative of the Inter-
national Migration Service, celled to see me. The Internationsal
Migration Service has its headouariters at Geneva, wess founded in and
is chiefly financed from the United States. The International Migration
Service has g8 one of 1ts main objections, assistance to persons wishing
to emigrate. This assistance is, 1 gathered, not finsnecial but consists
in making the necessary contacts for the person concerned through the
Internetionsl Migration SBervice representatives in other narts of the
world. 'The International Migration Service will assist persong of
any netionality. Mr. Weihs, stated that his Austrian office would not
begin to function for at least %wo months, and he would then cell and
see me again to discuss in what way we might assist each other's work.

6. With regerd to Groun 2\c), the repatrigble DPs in our
campe, these are persons who can establish claim to citizenshin in
some country and who have no political or racial reasons for not
returning to that country. These persons include:

a)Western Buropeans, Italians, Greeks, imrks andother nationalities
not naving politieal complications in repect of their return home.




5. (b) Poles, Yugoslavs, Czechs, and other Western Buropeans,
who do not fall within Group 2(2) and who do not hold determined
politiesl connections preventing their return to their countries.
It is these DFs that we must sttemmt to repstriate by re-
moving so Iar as possible the reasons which prevent them Irom an-
plying for repatristion. These reasons are various and I have enu-
merated them in my memorsdum ol 1lUth December, 1945, asking 'leam
Directors to report on the repatriability of DPs in their canmps.

The DPs listed under 6(2) sbove 2re not nmunerous ad
their presence in our- csmps8 is in most cases eXplanable; S.iZ.,
marriage to a non-repatriable in the camp, ill heslth, lack of
transport, etc. These DPs do not constitute a2 problem md by the
spring I think the mejority of them will heve already returned or
will be returning home,

The DPs listed under 6(b) above constitute our big pro-
blem. They are our largest group numerically and their [ailure to
epply Tor repatristion is mostly pschychological.

There is no doubt thst the factor which influences these
DPs most ageinst returning home is fear and uncertasinty regarding
the conditions eXistimg inctheinyespeciivencountries from the.point
of view of their reception, settlement and welfare; i.e., housing,
food, eclothing, work, etc. This fear is caused by:

(a) Adverse politicsl influences within the camn deliberately
working on them with a view to persuading them not to return home.
ihese influences have already becn discussed in pars.4 and I have
sugzested thet we end=avour to remove the persons concerned T'rom
our camps where possible. Where not possible, we might endeavour
to concentrate them all together in camps apart from the others.

(b) Politiecrl pressures external to the camm influencing DPs
against returning home. Certein of the voluntary welfare sgencies,
2.8., Polish Red Cross representatives and certain Allied Liaison
Off'icials, e.g., Wational Comiittee - Kingdom of Yugoslavia ("King
Peter" Yumoslevs) have been reported to me by Tesm Directors snd
other UNREA Tield personnel as working to influence DPs politically
against the governients in their respective cauntries. This is
understandsble, heving regard to the political situation of the ner-
sons concerned, and if the military authorities decide to recognise
these groups ofificially we must presumsbly accept their decision on
this metier. I attach & list of Liaison and Weliare Personnel in
the 78 Zone officizlly anproved by the military for visiting DP
camps. The last four groups mehtioned and the Wational Committee
Kingdom of Yugoslsgia may be beneficial from the welfare point of
view, but as regerds repatristion activities, their official recog-
nition is not desirable.

(5) Lack of sccurate information sbout conditions in the coun-
tries concerned. So much rumour ad exagzerated talk floats about
the camps concerninz conditions in Polandend Yugoslavia that it
is natural that the DPs of these countries are reluctant to apply
for repatriation. On 12th Yoveuber, 1945, we asked ERO to contact
our Missions in Poland and Yugoslavia to see 1T we could get avy
accurate information about conditions there from the point of view
of the reception snd ressttlem=nt of repatriates, but no doubt the
answer will take a long time to get here. I hope to be sble to ar-
range a short visit to belgrade and Warsew to contact our Missions
personally on this subject and to see if it is possible to arrange
with the suthorities concarned some means whereby it is possible
to assure DPs that if they return to these countries they will
receive a square deal and be tresated asordinary citizens. Meanwhile
I will endesvour to get whatever other evidenee I can fron the
Lisison Off'icers concerned, press, ete. on this subject.




Jamuary 10,19
















ZOUNE, AUSTRIA.

18 December, 1245,

The following Lieis . Welfere personnel are opesrating in the
Imited States Zone ol ria with the approval of Headounarters,
JSFA:

NATIONALITY HRSOHNEL MISSION.

Czechoslavakian 10 L.Repatriation & Welfare of Uzechs.

2.Recovery of peoper of Czechs.

Dutch Repatriation & Wellire oi buteh.

iritish L. Lisison with USFA
Repatriation & Welfare

French i Liaison with USFA
2. Repatriation Welfare of Yrench

breek Repatriation & Welfare or Urecks

Russian 22 Repatriation & WelTare
Soviet Russians.

Yyugoslavian Repatriation & Welfare
(Tito) ' Yugosla vs.

yugOElﬁviﬁﬂ o rResett I » Wellare

L- ational

CGomnittee -

Kingdom of

Yugoslavia)

Hungarian X Repatriation & Welfare
Hungarians.

Fumenian Repatriation = Welfere
Polish ‘ Repatriation

(Warsaw

Bommuittee)

Poliseh 2 Repatriation & Welfare Poles

(London)
Polish Red Cross 14 Repatriation & Welfare of Poles

Central Committee 8 Regettlenent % Welfare of
of White Russians Jhite Hussians

Latvian Red Cross egettlement & Welfare of La¥%¥vians
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