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Excellency, 

EOSG/CENTRAL 

H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Executive Office of the Secretary
General 
United Nations, NY 10017 

Geneva, 21 December 2016 

I take this opportunity to thank you for your remarkable service over the past ten years and your 
ceaseless efforts to advance the principles of the United Nations Charter and to protect the dignity 
of the world's most vulnerable people. 

I am especially grateful for the strong relationship that you have fostered with the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Movement) throughout your life's work. In a way, your tenure 
as the United Nations Secretary General completes a circle that began over 50 years ago when you 
travelled to the United States as a Red Cross youth leader to meet President Kennedy. It has been 
an honor to hear that this experience with our Movement sparked your decision to become a 
diplomat and public servant. In tum, your career serves as an inspiration to future generations. 

Over the past 10 years, your devotion to addressing urgent global problems and meeting 
humanitarian need has been reflected in your many achievements as United Nations Secretary
General. The adoption of the post-2015 frameworks, including the 2030 Agenda, Paris Agreement, 
and Sendai Framework, and the initiative to convene the World Humanitarian Summit are 
testament to your dedication and commitment to leave no one behind. I am grateful for the 
cooperation between the United Nations and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) in response to major crises. I reaffirm the commitment of the IFRC, our 
190 National Societies, and 17 million volunteers to make a strong contribution in pursuit of 
achieving these global goals. 

As you prepare to embark on new adventures, allow me to reaffirm the warm welcome you will 
always have within the IFRC. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Tadateru Konoe 

www.ifrc.org 
Saving lives, changing minds. 
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