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The attached Monthly Report of the Health Division
of the Polish Mission is circulated for your information.

Dr, Goodman would appreciate any comments you may care to
m¥e for incorporation in his acknowledgment of the Report.
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Lth November,

Dre Fe Fronosak,

¢/0 Health Division,
UNIRA Headquarters,

15 Comeoticut \veme,

'-fﬂga’lggl ﬁ. DeCoe

Dear Dy, Froncsak,

I enclose a fyped copy of your report for which you
asked, Dr., Coodman is still awmy on the Continent but a
gopy vill be shown to him on his retumm.

Yours sincerely,

De Hempsons
Health Division,
‘:.RQOO
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Dr. He A+ Holle,

Chief Medioal Officer,
UNRRA Mission to Poland,
35, Hocha Street,
arsaw,

Dear Dr, Holle,

This is to aciknowledge with thanks the copy of your
letter and enclosures to Dr. Sawyer of the 29th Aucust which
reached me on 4th September. I will cireulate it to all con-
cerned and we will write later on any special points thit arise.

The enclosures were most interesting and show
adndrably energetic work, particularly that of Major Sutherland:
you and he will be interested to know that Nevitt has today
returned to E.R.0.

Yours sincerely,

Ne M. Gmm' If.'_).
Director of Health.




20th August 1946

7l BN ™

Dear Dr. Sawyer:

Dr. Holle left Warsaw on 28th August for a few
days leave. He expects to return about Monday, 2nd September, 1946.

We have been giving preliminary thought to the
mothod of winding up the Health Division activities on the lines
of information gained from decisions of the Fifth Council Session
at Geneva and the Director General's visit to Foland. We feel
that we should start guite soon on our overall report of the Health
Programme which ¢an be brought up to date before we leave. It will
be necessary also to suspend the major part of field activities a
little in advance of departure to allow time to get all our records
into final shape. Because of the considerable office work involved
in this phase we are taking the view that clerieal assistance
should not necessarily be cut down step by step with the departure
of our consuldants between now and the end of the year.

The search for four suitable professional inter~
preters for our consultants continues. OUne has already been engaged
in a temporary capacity and two others are in prospect. This will
solve our consultants' immediate difficulties in contacting the
Polish medical profession. The question at which point the Ministry
of Health will take over this personnel is still unsettled.

Engineex Szniolis' UNRRA Pellowship apparently cannot be deferred
until December. If he is successful in obtaining his Polish passport
he will probably commence his Fellowship in the near future and we
shall try to find an alternative associate for Captain Straub and Mr.
Maisel. The major difficulty, of course, is the extreme shortage of
trained Sanitary Engineers in Poland.

Medical Supplies:

Dr. Mintek left Warsaw on 26th August, 1946, for
a tour of medical warehouses, etc. in Poland. Meantime, we have
received from the Ministry of Health a comprehensive picture of
their present distribution scheme for medical supplies. This in-
corporates all the changes which have been introduced in the past
fow months and there is no doubt that it represents a very marked
improvement on methods which resulted in the bottlenecks of the past.
e would like to study the new plan now in detail along with our
other responsible departments and if necessary, make further representa~
tions to the Ministry of Health.
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The tours of our lecturers are now coming to

an end. The Dental Group is at present in Krakow but are expected
back in Warsaw this week where thoy will remain for a few days be~
fore leaving for America. Medical Team lo. 2, consisting of Dr.
Anigstein, Gregersen and McCune are now in Wroelaw wheore they have
been joined by Dr. Thiemes. This team proceeds to Krakow on 1st
September for a final week, but Dr. Thienes, who has already deen
there, will return to Warsaw prior to his departure for America.
We continue to receive excellent reports on the reception of these
teams from the various gentres.

Yenoreal Discases:

Col, J. H. Lade's report of activities for the
two weoks ending 24th August are as follows:

Due to the annual leaves of Dr. Borkowski, V.D. Officer of the
Ministry of Health, and of Dr, Grzybowski, the leading loeal
dermatologist, there was no further progress in arrangements

for V.D. control work in Poland, The week was devoted to the
preparation of lectures, the interviewing of medical interpreters,
and the examination of Mission personnel in consultation with

Dr. Bonamis and Lukaszewiecsz.

A manual of serologie techniques has been supplied to Dr. Waleocki
of the Institute of Hygiene in preparation for the performance

of end-point titrations of the complement-fixation test for
syphilis.

A field trip to Krakow is reported in Appendix A.

The first two days of the week ending August 24, wore occupied
with the Krakow trip. Plans were made with Dr. Borkowski, V.D.
econtrol officer of the Ministry of Health, for a survey of the
prevalence of venereal disease in three villages of the province
of Posnan. It will be possible to secure specimens of blood from
100% of the population, and to examine a sample group for evidence
of recent infections. PFunds are to be provided by the Ministry.

Agreement to participate in a study of penieillin therapy in

early syphilis was secured from Dr. Grazybowski. As a member of
the Polish Dermatological Society he has agreed to call a meeting
of the seven most prominent dermatologists to discuss similar
studies which are to be made in each place where there is a medical
college and an active venereal disease department.

A small supply of British Anti-lewisite (dithiopropancl), a detoxi-
fying agent utilized in the treatment of arsenical poisoning, was
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brought to FPoland by the V.D. counsultant. This agent, de~
veloped during the war, and until recently a military secret,

is being distributed sparingly to the key men in the veunereal
disease field, to femiliarize them with its use, in antieipation
of the receipt of the larger quantities which have been requested
of the Washington office. An adequate supply of BAL will be a
pressing necessity in Poland, where necarsphenamine still remains
the drug of choice in the treatment of syphilis.

Hursing Aotivities:

The Hospital Nursing Consultant is contizuously
and fully occupied in steering her nurse teacher program candidates
past the very considerable passport and visa difficulties which
have already resulted in so much delay. She reports that the follow-
ing candidates left Warsaw via plane for Paris on 22ad August:

Janina Krajewska
Zofia Krynska
Leokadia Wybranowska
Janina Zelawska

The followiag left via plane for London on 24th August:

Hanna Chrzanowska
Justyna Poltowiecsz
Sister Henryka Kokoszko
Sister Julianna Pozdol
Cseslawa lysszeczarz
Olga Trybianks

The remaining ten will be leaving this week if possible.

The Division of Nursing eand Midwifery has requested that we send a
formal approval of the Fellowship granted to Mrs. Agopsowicsz. Al-
though this candidate was approved in the same manner as the others,
a letter is being sent to pesaffirm the approval of this Fellowship.

Sanitary Engineering:

The sanitation section engaged in the following
activities during the period of 19th August - 24th August, 1946,

fater: Capt. Straudb departed om 20th August on a field trip to
inspect water and sewage plants. With him were Insrs. Just
and Liebfeld, Polish water and sewage experts.

Use of filter aid compound for diatomaceous earth filters

was explained to Mr. Starszewski of NNK - Epidemiologiecal
Control Dept.




Control: Warehouse at Wolska 84 has been au~
thorigzed by the Ministry of Navigation and Foreign Trade for
use in demonstration of 1080 and ANTU.

Food and Milk: Report prepared on the milk sitiation in Poland.

Director Cesul of the 3Milk Technicians School at Rzesgow ar-
rived on 19th August. He desired information relative to
modernizing the equipment at his school as he has funds for
this purpose. Information was given him regarding pasteuri-
zation equipment and information regarding laboratory equip-
ment has been requested from the States.

Narsaw abatépir was visited with Dr. Wilder, UNRRA Veterinarian,
and Dr. Rowinska, Ministry of Health. All the meat sold on the
local market must be processed there, or be inspected if
slaughter ocourred at another abattoir. Inspections are per-
formed by veterinarians and adequate laboratory examinations
arc made when they are deemed necessary. Gensral sanitation
was poor and Dr. Rowinska stated that she would report this
fact to the Mirnistry of Health.

Butrition:

During this week Miss Ritchie visited the
Districts of Krakow, Zakopane, Katowice, Kislce and Kozienice in
order to obtain some knowledge of the present mutritional econdition
of the people and the standard of diet provided in hospitals and
other institutions. Enquiries were made at' three orphanages, one
repatriate home for children, ome children's hospital for T.B. cases
and one preventorium, one 1.B. aanitorzum for toachers, throo large
general hospitals, two old people's homes and one miners' canteen.
A detailed account of these diets will be submitted but the position
may be summarised as follows.

1. The diets in hospitals have improved greatly over the last few
mouths. The calorie level at the begiouing of the year is reported
to be about 1,000 ecalories per patient per day. This has risen in
Some hospitals to about 2,000 calories and higher in others, reaching
about 2,500 calories per day. There is still considerable room for
improvement, but the food is reasonably good and plentiful and is
improving every week.

2. Children's orphanages - These vary with the wealth or poverty of
the institution but only one of the four visited showed childron

who looked distinetly pale and rather underfed. Most of them seemed
to be reaching a level of about 2,300 calories average for all age
£Youps .




3« The 7.B. sanitorium for children at Zakopane had a calorie
level of approximately 2,500+ daily. This is rather low fortubercu~
losis eases, but many of the children were young. The staff com-
plained about the quality of the local milk which they reported
contained only about 1% butter fat. They replied, to the sug-
gostion that they pay for milk on its fat content, that the demand
by the boarding houses and hotels was so great and the prices so
much better than that paid by hospitals that they would see no

frosh milk at all if they paid in that woy.

4. The teschers' sanitorium had a diet of about 3,000 calories
and it was improving all the time.

5. The old people’s homes were fed in rathor a dull way becsause
money was very scarce. However, the total quantity scomed to be
reasonably adequate for adults expending very little energy and
the superintendentes considered the position fairly satisfactory
LOWe

In general, it appoars that up to March the diet
was dangerously bad but that since that date there has been a
gradual improvement which is still progressing and that on the
whole, institutions in this country are reasonably provided with
food from the total quantity point of view although the plamning
of menus and selection of purchases could be greatly improved by
an educational program of some kind, There is a great and mis-
guided belief in the essentislness of sugar for health,

Miss Ritchie mlso visited the Quaker Relief Team
at Kozienice where she found that a very useful supplement of food
providing about 260 ealories daily and a econsiderable comtribution
of profein and mineral salts was being supplied to 6,000 ehildren
under 7 years in this battored frout line area.

_ She visited the local doctor in the village of
Glowaezow noar Kosienice and found that the mutritional eondition
of the peopls in the distriet has improved considerably excopt

whore it was oomplicated by malaria., Up until harvest however,
maxy familios were living on potatoes and a little milk and a fow
vegetables. Jliow, however, some bread is available.

The children are underweight but the amount of
ricketfs is not great. No real starvation is Feported by this
dootox’s He estimates the I.B. cases at about 7% but it is likely
that he misses many who would be found by x-ray of the population.
Dr. Ogonowskl does not read English and he is having a very diffi-
oult time understanding the directions on UNRRA gxrugs. Wiss Ritehie
explained some of these to him and is arranging for traislations and
instructions in Folish to be sent to him coucerning several more.




Dental Health:

Dr. Sutherland returned to Warsaw on 22nd
August after completing a survey tour in conjunction with the
Dental Teaching Mission of the Unitarian Services Committee.
During the tour specific attention was paid to the state of
dental education in the universities and to the methods and
offoctiveness of the scheme for distributing UNRRA dental supplies.
A comprehensgive report of these matters is attached.

Mediocal Services to Missign:

= Mr., Ben T. McDonald died in St. Joseph's
Hospital at 7:50 a.m. on 2lst August, 1945, His wife had been
expeoted from Otockholm the previous evening but flying proved

impossible and she could not resch Warsaw until the afternoon
of his death.

Last minute difficulties in providing a suitadle
attendant to accompany William lMaclanachan to London forced us
most reluctantly to designate Dr. Begg for this duty. In view
of anticipated difficulties and delay in getting Dr. Begg back
to his Mission duties, we are particularly indebted to the R.A.F.
for undertaking the provision of a trained attendant from Berlin
onwards. A report of this journey is attached (Appendix B)

During the past 14 days Dr. F.E. Fronezak hes
had discussions with the Ministry of Health and the National
Chamber of Medicine on methods for improving the reporting of Cou-
minicable Diseases. There is a proposal to inerease the number
of Publiie Heelth and lygiene Departments in the universities, but
in view of financial restrictions and the diffioulty in obtaining
teaching personnel, it is felt that not more than two additional
departments should be considered at the present time. The executive
comuitiee of the National Chamber of Medicine will meet soon pre=~
paratory to a general meeting of the medical profession which has
not been held for some time. In addition to consultations aand dias-
cussions with the Ministry and the National Chamber of Medicine on
these and other subjects, Dr. Fronczak has recently visited more
than a score of hospitals, institutions, sanitoris and drug stores
in and out of Warsaw., He notes in these places, a decided improve-
ment in the amount of USRRA medical supplies oa hand.

T D ey

NHorman D, Begg
Att. Acting Chief Medical Officer

Dr. W.A. Sawyer
Health Division, UNRRA
Washington, DC

V"cc to Dr. N. Goodman, ERO




AFPPENDIX A,
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Walter was visited in Zakopene hie expressed interest in our nlan
senieillin, oxor argine, and bismuth for treatment of = paries
with sarly syphilis in each of the clinice of the mediceal colleges
fe agreed that it would be necessary to so eorrslate these series
: the results, as eventuzlly renorted to the mediesl
X the other professors of dermstology, would
lement each otk snd lead to definite conclusions concerning the efficacy
id methods of treatment in communiceble synhilis. He exprescsed en
to narticipate in such demonstrations. His orinien is conafdered
such weight thet general acceptence of the nroject by Polish wenereal
ecialists can be assumed.

_ After Prof.Walter's ar had n secured, ‘rof.Przesmveki,
Uirector of the Nationz of Hygiene, was vigited; slso in
He sgreed to meke arrangemen end-point titrations of the comnle
Cixation resction for syn! g in the tories of the lnstitute situsnted
in the cities where the series « . A ‘e to be treated. for this marrosze
tonderdized zntiren would be es: ntial, in order that s=rologic +tests might
be comoarable. It ertainer 14t & small sunnly of dehyirated bheef
rt (Difco) hes been hipred to ‘oland by UNREA, Efforts are being made to
find this material.

£ scheduls of lectures on venere
prepared and is belns clea !
in cach university city
sgvances in the fieléd

efficaey of os

entutive of the
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Appendix B.

WARSAW, 24th August, 1946

To Dr. H. A, Holle, Chief Medical Officer

From: Dr, Norman P.Begg.

Subjects Raport on transport of patient William Maclanachan for
hospit2lisation in London.

fe left Warsew st 13.00houre on Wednassday 2let Aypust and reschad
Gatow. Berlin 2 hours later., The patient who ic s seasoned airman had
en entiraly undizturbed flighs. On arrival he was hosnitnlised forthwith
in the Sick wuarters, Uatow, Ihet svening the Senior Medical Officer in
charge offered full R.A.F. facilities for the second stete of the journey
including the services of a traimed air-smbulence attendant., In view of
this may continued =bhsence from the #ission anceared without Turther
justification.

Mp, MacLanschan left Ustow with his stitendent et 11,00 hours on Thuraday,
22nd August and that evening an R.A.F. eignal wae rsceived stating that he

had been mdmitted to 5t, Hary Abbots Hospital, London, He carries with him
a history of his illness in Poland including recommendations for surgics
treatment co made by Mr, Howard Waffziger.

My return flight to Warsaw wag arranged through the R.A.F. on the
morning of Friday, 23rd August 1946
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Dear Dr. Sawyer:

While I have -received acknowlodgment from Dr.
Goodman of one of these weekly letters, I have yet to hear from
Washington, I hope that you are receiving these commnications
with a reasonable degree of promptness.

No personnel arrived during the past week, but
information has reached us that Dr. Iade, our Venereal Disease
Control Consultant, has been waiting in London for some time for
transportation to Warsaw., We hope that Dr. lLade, our Matermal and
Child Welfare Consultant, our Biostatistician, Dietitian, and
Dental Consultant will soon be with us to complete our staff for
the remainder of the time still available in Foland.

ai ies

Mr. Baradel, the Medical Supplies Officer inm the
Supply Division, has just returned to Warsaw from Washington and
London. He informs me that he brought with him a machine tabulation
of the total medieal supply program for Poland. He also brought
some kind of tabulation on actual shipments, but I have not had an
opportunity to exaomine this materizl. Ir. Baradel states that the
UNRRA budget for medical supplies must be considered exhausted inasmuch
as requests for twice as many supplies are under consideration as can
be purchased with the remaining funds available. The Ministry of
Health is being aceordingly notified that future requests should be
limited to absolute emergency items, the need for which is prompted
by epidemics.

Dr. Anigstein delivered his first lecture on
July 9th at 6:30 pem. Approximetely 150 physieians were present
and the lecture was delivered in Polish on the subject of rickettsial
diseases. I was very pleasantly surprised at the splendid turnout
and I believe that all of the post-graducte lectures will be en~
thusiastically received by the Polish medical profession. Dr.
Anigstein delivered his second lecture on the evening of July 12th
and his schedule is to appear twice weekly in Warsaw for a suitable
period, after which he will spend spproxim:tely one week in each
of several medical contres throughout Poland.




Having received no word from Washington con-
corning the progress of the two groupe of medical lecturers who
were destined to leave Washington on June 15th and July lst respectively,
an enquiry ecable has been dispateohed to Washington.

In order to eusure that the lectures and dis-
cussions of these men will be adeguately interpreted, we are making
a local search for competent interpreters from the Polish medical
profossion who will be utiliszed if congidered necessary. I consider
this to be a matter of very great importance because uy experienge
afteor approximetely a year in Poland leads we to believe that the
language difficulty is the prineipal ouns in the dissemination of
modical knowledge and the use of medical supplies.

Miss Szloch's visit to Czechoslovakia, she
came in contact with the Unitarian Medical Teaching Mission to that
country including such mem as Paul White and Joseph Aud. In view of
the fect that the post-graduate medical training program for Poland
does not inelude lectures by a cardiologist or an intermist, I would
strongly urge that some or all of the members of the Mission now
in Czechoslovakia be roquested tospend at least a short time im Poland.

When Dr. Joy of the Unitarian Service Committee
was in Warsaw, I speeifically made eaquiry regerding Dr. Paul White.
There would be grest disappeintment among the medieal profession in
Poland if these men should return to the United States after having
be~w only a fow hours J{rom Poland. The relative noeds in medieal
eniightonment of the two countries moakes one wonder how it came to
pass that these men did not come to Poland in the first place.

The Information Service of the U.3. Embassy has
notified us that three films are being shown to the medical pro~
fossion in various cities in Poland degimning wexy shortly. The filus
are "Normal Labor" lasting one hour; "Post Partun Haemorrhage"
lasting about 20 minutes; "Clinical Compresses and Rest Treatment
after Operations™ lasting 20 mimutes. Dr. Frouczak will cooperate
in spreading the word around thet these additional opportunities
for post graduaste medieal education are available in Poland.

ecable Discases

«B. Contro I had another conference on July 12th with
%. Szudy o’ the National Catholic Welfare Committee (U.3.) in
rogard to the problem of Tuberculosis control and the need.for sup~
plemonting the facilities and supplies of sanatoria in Poland. His
group, which operates in Poland through Caritas, the corresponding
Polish organiszation, is guite receptive to the idea of assisting
certain institutions by providing them with much needed supplementary
food and perhaps other facilities which would make it possible for
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such institutions to keep their beds filled with T.B. patients of
the type most respousive to treatment or most in need of segregation.

The Swedish Relief Agencies in Poland have also
expressed interest in such projects and we believe that such
assistance on a long term basis will do much good in the field of
tuboroulosis control, especially in view of the limited time during
which UNRRA will function here.

Sanitary Engineering

A copy of the report of the inmspection of the Agril
Pasteurization Plant in Warsaw on July 3rd by our Sanitary BEngineers
was submitted to the Agricultural Rehabilitation Division. The
inspection revealed that a shortage of equipment is ome of the chief
problems.

The roport om rat countrol, as recemtly prepared by
Mr. Straudb and Mr. Meisel, was submitted to the Chief of Mission for
information of the Polish Govermment. It is folt that the problem
of rat control in Poland is an economic one and for the present it
is not comstituting a gross health hazard.

s to ion

With the ineroase in the size of our lMigsion, an
ineoreasing number of patients are being seen in our dispensary. The
table attached shows a general breakdown of treatment furmished during
Mﬂl, Moy and June.

The genoral health of the iission persomnel is fairly
good. There are relatively fow cases of gastro inmtestinal upsets in
spito of the consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables. Im this cone
nection the Health Division has prepared material for periodie inmelusion
in the weekly lMigsion newslottor regarding precautions to be tukem in
washing fruits and vegetables.

There are maxny complaints of inseot bites and DDT
is freely distributed to counteract these nocturnal visitors.

Dr. Bonamis keeps good clinical records of his
patients. However, the necessary forms 100A and 101 in counsction
with accidents has not been available in the Migsion. Regular dis-
pensary hours are observed from 8:30 to 10720 a.m., and from 2:00 to
5:00 pems Calls mre made during other hours..




In regerd to the treatment of local or Class 2
personngl, these persons are eligible for medical treatment under
the Polish National Insurance Plan. However, we are furnishing dis-
pensary serviee to this group as well as to imported personnel. We
have served notice, however, that the IMfission is prohibited from
furnishing hospitel eare to this class of personnsl except in unusual
cases such as aceidentally injured in line of duty.

The Migsion controls no hospital beds in Poland
and gonseguently physicians em duty with the lssion do not control
the treatment of our personnel inm hospital. This point was clearly
defined when the St. Joseph's Hospital agreed to accept Mission per-
sonnel as hospital patients., As a matier of courtesy, however, our
Modical Officers are permitted to call on Mission personnel in the
hospital and to make suggestions regarding the treatment being
rendered.

In gemeral, we feel that St. Joseph's Hospital is
staffed with a group of specialists who are well above the average
for Poland. Moreover, the hospital is excellently equipped. Both
yourself and Dr. Goodman have seen this hospital. It is felt that
our personnel are recaiving the best care that could be arranged
for them loeally, although sometimes we hear gossipy complaims of
gross neglect which usually emanate from well meaning friends im the
same way as they do in the wards of the fimest hospitals in the
United States or in Englend. The faet is that this is Poland, and
at the present time and under present circumstances ome should not
judge loeal facilities in the light of Western standards,

Unfortunately, St. Joseph's Hospital is being
renovated and will remain closed until Angust. In the meantims, we
have made arrangements to use the Hospital of the Infant Josus
temporarily. '

In regard to payment, the Mission pays for
hospitalization and spocial examinations and treatment. We also pay
for drugs which are furnished on prescription. We have had a number
of motor accidents, ome of whieh, on June 25th, proved quite serious.
Mr. McDonald suffered serious imjuries, ineluding dislocation of his
right hip and a traumatic injury to his kidney. His condition was

to serious and a mumbor of cables have been sent briefly describing.

view of these cables, I was somewhat surprised that Washington
should find it necessary to cable London requesting them to obtain from
Warsaw dotails in regard to licDonald's eonditiom. Another cable was
dispatched today, summarisging MeDonnld's present condition.

Sineerely,

He A. Holle )
Chief Modical Officer
UNRRA Migsion to Poland

Dr, W. A. Sauyer
Health Division

INE kA HE. WasHING Tory




A MISSION PER3SONNEL

Total Visits
Imported Personnel
Folish Employees

Respiratory Infections
Digestive "

Skin Diseases
Venereal Diseases
Urological Diseases
Weurological "
Eye Infections
‘EoN.Ts Disoases

13
18
28
2
3
4
S
23
1

Gynecological Discases

Surgical Treatwent

@
o

Dental n
Other n

Injgetions -~ Intravenous
Subcutaneous

Hospital ization
X=-rays

Penieillin treatment
Typhus inoculations
Typhoid o
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I regret that thers has been a fow days delay ia.
this week's letter on account of the time consumed in the prepara-
tion of our monthly report for Juns.

Genaral

On July 2nd, Dr. Begg was interviewed by lMr. Arthur
Gaeth of Imitual Broedeasting System who was referred by Public Rela-
tions. A general review of the health situation was discussed, with
particular reference to communicable disezses.

We have been informed by the Personnel Division that
ERO did not seem to know who the Biostatistician, Miss lMarjorie T.
Bellows, is. I might summarize by saying that on lMarch léth I re-
ceived from the Ministry of Health a request for the services of a
Biostatistician. On llarch 21st I transmitted this request to you by
memorandum and the maetter was discussed with General licSheehy who in-
formed me that no suitable biostatistician was available in ERO. Upon

#reaching Washington I was told that liiss Bellows might be available

for three months from New York City. On Mgy l6th Warsaw received a
copy of cable number 5684 from Washington to London asking if Washing-
ton should recruit. Upon ny arrival in Warsaw I took the necessary
steps to obtain a budget line (69A) for a Biostatistician, Grade 1ll.
On June 17th, cable 1133 was sent to ERO asking that lliss Ritchie,
Dietitian, and lliss Bellows, Biostatistician, be sent forward. If
you can expedite the departure of lliss Bellows to Poland, I would be ]
grateful.

Medical Supplies

Dr. Mintek and I went to the Ports on July lst to ob-
serve the situetion in regard to medical supplies. We noted improve-
ment. There is & general warehouse to which ships cargo identified as
magdical supplies are taken. From here the supplies are shipped to
regional warshouses located in Warsaw and Lodz. No supplies so far
have been shipped to the regional warehouse in Bytom and there is no
separate regional warehouse in Gdynia. We are taking steps to assist
the lnistry of Health in getting this additional warehouse.

We are not satisfied with the amount of information
which is available to the mein warshouse in Gdynia prior to the axr-
rival of a vesssl., I am very skeptical regarding future prospscts of
improvement along these lines and I feel that our knowledge of medical
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supplies for Poland on specific vessels Will begin after such
supplies are received in the Gdynia warehouse. We have requdsted
a detailed iunventory of medical Suppllaa, ship by ship, beginning
July 1Cth, and I shall be pleasantly surprised if we get it. If
we do get such inventoriss we will be able to follow distribution
better than we have ever been &able to do. Our consultants are
constantly looking for certain items which ars deemed necessary in
the several programs.

in the arrival of medical supplies of
late the receiving warehouse in Gdynig is almost empty. The
regional warehouse in Warsaw at the end of last week contained
approximately 1000 tons which reveals continued progress in distri-

bution.

Post Graduate lisdical Training Program

Dr. Anigstein has been notified that his first
lecture has been scheduled for Tuesday, July Sth at 6:3U p.m.
e are awaiting the turnout with great interest. It has been neces-
sary for Dr. Fronczak to apply pressure to expedite the assignment
of specific dates to Anig stein's lectures. There is & tendency on
the part of Polish physicians to observe July and August as the
months to teke a much nsedad holiday. As many of them as can get away, in-
cluding most of the University professors, are heading for the beach.
One is ineclined to be tolerant in view of the fact that this is fhe
first opportunity for a real holiday in some seven years. Most of
these men are very tired.

On the other hand, we do not want our post graduate
medical training program to suffer for lack of suitable andiences and
we are reminding Ministry officials that our prominent medical lecturers
are in turn sacrificing their well earned vacations in order to help
Poland and that these men could not be made available in the Fall oxr
winter mouths. It has been decided that Anigstein will lecture twice
weekly in Warsaw, namely on Tuesday and Friday evenings. I shall
given you further details after the first lecture on July Sth. BHe
has material for eleven lectures covering a total of about 25 hours.

His lectures will be given in Polish.

Miss Szloch is still in Prague conferring with
Miss Gochinour in regard to the nurses training prqgram.

The present status of the five UNRRA Fellowships
allocated to the field of Health is shown in the table below:

lane Interest Remarks
Dr. Tubiasz Public Health Administra- Departed for US in June
tion
Dr. Zakrzewski Comminicable Disease Con- Departed for UK in June
trol




Dr. Morzycki laritime Quarantine,Bpi- Preparing for departure
— demiology and Tropical to UK in September
Diseases

Mr. Sgniolis Sanitary Enginsering To depart for US in August

liss Agopsowicz Public Heal th TNursing Awaiting passage to Sweden

It is regretted that additional fellowships were not available for
use by other personnel in the Public Health field.

Bommmunicable Diseases

Dr. Begg, in commenting on the typhoid situation
reports that the incidence of reported cases was upwards of 1000
weekly in early July of 1945. The curve rose sharply to a peak of
4500 cases weekly in October and then declined to the\lubu leval in
late February 1946. Since then it has declined more slowly and is
still at the level of about 600 cases weekly. As was the case before \
the war, the Polish health authorities place undue faith in control 4
by immunization.

The locally prepared vaccine is potent and effective,
but is has failed to control typhoid in the past and will fail agein
although the incidence might be favorably affected. The prineipal
problem is to improve the sanitation of water and milk, etc. above
1939 levels. This will take many years to accomplish but our sani-
tary enginsers can help a great deal during the emergency phasa,
particularly in the large towns. )

The second problem is "carrier control" which has been
rather hopeless in the past because of .the huge numbers involved.
Bafore the war, the typhoid carrier rate in certain areas was as high
as 3% of the total population. With modern laboratory methods
"dangerous carriers" can be identified and segregated. The technical
side of this work is entirely new to Poland but will be communicated
by a series of talks and demonstrations to sslected groups . of
laboratory workers by Dr. Anigstein and through technical traiaming
of one of the lhinistry of Health staff by Dr. A. Felix in London,
as part of gun UNRRA fellowship study. The first steps on carrier
control could therefore bes achiwed by late 1846.

Dysentexy

Dysentery presents similar problems of sanitary con-
trol. An anticipated epidemic in the summer of 1945 did not
materialize which might be partially explained on the basis of an
unusually cool summer with a very short fly season. This year it is
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Hursing Aetivities

Miss Szloch went to Pragus to confer with Miss

Gochanour in connection with the mnurses training program.

Sanitaxy Engin

‘ In connection nd insect comtrol,
Mr. Straub is meking inquiries relative to the method of disposing of
waste ecrank case oil. Straub is still having difficulty tracing lLUJ

DDT, In an original commnication the linistry of Health informed him

that the DDT was turned over to the Commissarizt for combatting spidemics.

However, we have besen unable to locate any of the luu; wder. Ths
Ministzy of Health has been advised not to use the _uucanir;teﬁ form
pending thes completion of preliminary work in solvents.

The Warsaw Gas Works has agreed to make DDT solu~
bility studies in their laboratories using local solvents and insofar
as possible, local emulsifiers. Ilir. Straub reports that some solvents
are available on the local market but their suitability with DDT is
not yet kuowm.
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potentialities of
problem, & cable was p 1 requesting the

one ton of Paris graen f« control.

During the week a memorandum was prepared on rodent
control for traunsmission to the Supply Division. Instructions wers
also prepared on the use of DDT for combatting lice, fleas, and bed
bugs, for publication in the MMission Hewsletter. Similar instructions
were prepared on the home pasteurization of milk and the preparation

i

of raw fruits and vegetables.

Qur Senitary Engineers have indicated that the
Warsaw tap water is of satisfactory sanitary quality although periodic
checks will be made.

An inspection was made of the Agril Pastaurization
Plant in Warsaw. This plant seems to be operating satisfactorily on a
minimum of equipment. Its present capacity is .7UOU liters per day,
which can be increased to 15000 liters per day. Omne of the dairies
serving this planmwas also visited and found to be operating under
poor sanitary conditions. In a conference with representatives of
the Municipal Institute of Health, our engineers were informed that
only l6% of the total milk supply of Warsaw in 1939 met adequate
pasteurization standards as determined by the Sharer Phosphatase test.

A form was preparsd for the inspection of restaurants
frequented by UNRRA persomnel and clearance will be obtained from
manieipal authorities for lir. laisel to gssist them in making the
desired inspections.

Medical Services to lission

As a result of a recent accident involving an
JURRA vehicle, it has been agreed that all drivers are to be medically

axamined bafore employment.

Mr. MeDonald, who was recently seriously injured
in g motor accident, is slightly improved and his blood urea has receded
from 500 to 200. He has been moved from St. Joseph's Hospital to the
Hospital of Infant Jesus because the former has been closed for repairs
effective July 1lst.

The Hsalth Division now has refrigeration facilities
for the storage of lission biologicals and peniecillin,
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Deo - no 2 1438
Sth July, 1946,

Cilonel B As '.b].le,
Chief Nedicel Officex,

UNHR: Mission fo "“eland,
,-'bl Hocha R’b?tﬁ?t,
Warsaw, “oleng,

Dear ' Holley

Moy thancs for vaur letier of June 25th, which I pead with

great Lrberest on oy rebimm from the Vorld aalth Conferatics in New Toriks
Noet of it donls with matters shich are moYe Vaslhiington's
omneemn then ours, at T would like to roply © a mabey of pointa,

1. Your observations about the visit of Dra. Sillivan snd lNoopehead
will be passed $ Cermany in opdey to svoid sixilay happenings in
futare,

2 I am 1sd that D Eintek has arrived et last and T am glad
that you fecl that be will be ussdul,

3. In anawer to your gquexy about your oconsulfants, the Dental
Cnsaltent, Majoy Sutherliand is still here wasting his tise waiting
for a visa. Vie camot understand the delay as 'iss Rtchie, our
dietician wiw is visiting you as arranged with Dy, leiklcjolm has
just recedved her visa although she spolied long after lajoxr
Satherlend, I have no ngws of the .Gl omntmt wihoo Gashingtn
is pgoviding tut I anm gled to say that the Y, - Jo e Lode
has arrived this womming snd scems & vexy GOl T

sd on a8 quickly as possible a Fok a2

ddlay in travel,




I st vory Zlad %0 hear that the su 1y botiiengok is
really beiny Lroken. I know shat vashington were mch
conceined shbout it,

s o lsve o news in Londom sbout the leoturers but tha

e u.‘);_.-‘t\,.‘_ at Ay tiia,

jours vexry sincezely,

Aie  lie '-}JQ\_LA'.AI?.’ e o
Mrector o: Health,
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] . * been no arrivels of personnel during the week.
Ve hnd axpected ¥ips Gochinour to mest $ies Szloch In Xrakow but our latert
information from Prague received todsy was to the effoct that she hed
encountered difficulties with her Polish visa, iies Sxloeh 12 back from
Rer field trip to Krakow Province and in response 1o a4 request from Prasue
by telenhons she will lesve tomorrow for = canference with Mies Gochinowr
there. We ars still waiting for our conrultents in V.0, #aternal and
Child Health, Dentistry, Biostatistics snd dietetics,”

Medicz) Bunnl Apparontly there is 1ittle likelihood thet the
budget for medicsl euprlies will be raised from $20,000,000, All the
other budpets excert food have been eut in order to allow greater imoorts
of foodstuffe., Bince the $50,000,000 credit to the Polish Covermnuent
for the purchase of U.8, Army surplus proverty has been renewed, ws have
advised the Miniptry of Hoclith to make application to the Ministry of
Navigation snd Voreign Trede for n shere of this eredit if medien) surplies
are still available from stocks in lGermeny or England,

Ke were intergsted in “ashington's Cable B262 to London Aduted June 21
which statod thet Haradel's revort was to the effect that this Miscion does
not have an wleguste suwply record system and thet medical su-rlies are not
udequately stored nending distribution. While I have alwaye comnlzined that
the out twrn record system for wedienl uprlies is inadequate, the situstion
in recurd to shborase sn Sistribution Sas laoroved grecltly since Hay 15,

Yo far as I imow, no medicsl supplies st the resent time sre underpoing
leterioration, sand distridution is tuking place at & mpid rates In fuct
thisge look so smeh better that the distribution office in the Hiscion
conplimonted the Ministry of Hpalth on the r pid fmprovement, Dr. Mintel
end T will go to the ports tomorrow to lock ‘nto the situsiicn there.

I hove assigned Dr, Mintek to $he orobles of nexizum use of USRRA
mediecal supnlies from the stund oint of the haulth rogram, This iz &
big job, and ¥intek 1s susy obtaining detailed inTsruation in regard to
the entire system of ullocetion snd distribution now in use. ¥a hava
sugrested thot he be placed on the Committee which supervines distribution
of aedical = pplies, and the Ministry of Henlih has exrresved great satisl
Faction with this arrongement,

Beginning todey some drus iteme will be cold in drug rtores thron hout
Poland. This will iucrease repers! dictridution of these iteme. The
wholssale orices hove besn fived by the Gounell of Minieters, snd the retail
orices have bsen fixed by the #inistry of Heulth, We expect to be
furnished with o 1ist of the nrices to be charged., Alto we are to
recelve 2 bl-monthly revort ehowing distributien of medicsl surrliss down




to the Provinces.

I am hoping thst you will exert your influence to obtain for us
from the Medical Supply Division the information I requeeted in my
veekly letter of June 25 regarding (a) items in the Medicsl Supnly
program which are still to be procured together with their estimated
cost and (b) the uncommitted portion of our budget. The breakdown
of (a) should be complete by item. We are in the dark ae usual in
regard to the finsncial »nd ppocurement picture of the medical supply
program for Poland.

3 [ra am: Since Dr, Anigstein's arrival
he has =renared mttartal for elmren lect.urea covering some twenty five
hours, 411 of these will be presemted in Warssw and he estimates that
it will teke until July 25 to complete this series here rrovided he gets
started this week., Afterwards he will gpend one week cach in Krakow, Wroclaw,
Posn=n, lods and Gdansk. Dr. Froncsak is pressing the Ministry of Health
to accelerate thelr preparstions for the lectures with specific dates., If
the first group of lecturers from the States arrives in time we might include
inigstein in this group for the field itinerary.

We are calling this program the UNRRA Post graduste Medical Training ;
Program, snd we are giving proper credit to the contribution of the Unitarian
Committee. Anigstein's trip, 28 I understand it is being eponsored directly
by UNRRA a8 was the case with Martin and yourself. I was glad to hear that
Hingson will probably be aveilable in October on loan from the U.S.P.H.S.

Miss Szloch informs me that the twenty Polish nurses have been tentatively
selected, W believe that they cam be ten ready for departure in s
relatively short time. The plans will be fully discussed with Miss Gochinour
in Pr&m-

Dr. Begg feels thut there is a void in the laboratory side of Communicable
diseace control here, and th=t nobody yet has been in & position to give
sufficiently detziled and factual instruetion om recent advances which the
laboratory workers po earnestly wish and require, While some of these
difficulties may be overcome this summer by the visits of the lecturers, he
feels that ¢ supplementary ovrogram would pey 2 high dividend in Poland and
that a serdies of practical laboratory demomstratioms, personal lectures =nd
discussions by the right man such as Dr, Robert Cruickshank of London would
vay 2 high dividend in Poland, I am heartily in accord with this idea, end
I hope that Dn. Goodman snd Dr. Topping cen persuade Cruickshank to spend

“two months in Poland for this purnose. He might also “wish to bring a
competent technicisn with him to help on the demongtration side.

If this suggestion is approved, it would be important for us to have
plans in odvance together with & list of ecouipment needed.
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Communicable disceses: There is no great change in the communicsble
disease picture as you will note from the reports that we have been forwarding,

Typhold fever rates are appreciably lower than last year, There is some
mzlaria in Poland but raports are very conflicting. During the week ending
May 25, 566 cases of Malaria were reported im Poland, 412 of which were in the
Wercaw district. One month later for the week ending June 24 only 373 cases
were reported but 173 of these were in the province of West Pomorsze which
suggested that there was a tendency for the reporting of new cases to move
westward, W, are very much interested to know if any of the new anti melaria
drugs could be made avzilable in Poland.

I would not be surprised if there is 2 material incresse in dysentery
cases Soon. The weather is much wermer this summer than last end meny flies
are in evidence. There are no screens and foods are displayed without
protection in the small stands which line the streets.

Sincerely,

/f. = r"f.d
o i o 27
/’6‘ V&/_/ .;-‘(r_ @ M-(.Lﬂ_
O E-c’u
H, A, Holle
Chief Medical Officer
UNRRA MISSION TO POLAND.

Dr, Sawyer,
Health Division,
UNRRA,

Wa shing'ton .

Copy to Dr. Goodmsn, UNRRA E. R. 0., London,
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Dear Dr. Gbodma: Lﬂh— +

I have decided to write my weekly letter on londays
than on Saturdeys for the reason that the mail plane doesn
until Wednesday anyhow, I am altermating these letters betwoan
yourself and Dr. Sawyer and this is your turn to be the addresses.

General: The Ministry of Health has been given a top priority by
the Polish Couneil of Ministers in connection with the allocation

of UNRRA motor vehicles. We hope that this will help in getting
vaehicles inecluding jeeps assigned to health personnel throughout the

provinces. They are badly needed.

Persomngl: Dr. Sulliven returned to Germany last Saturday. He is
on duty at Wiesbaden. He arrived here with Dr. Liborhead as exira
passengers on a Polish Red Cross train which brought some children
from Germeny. Two welfare workers also came. Nome of them were in
possession of UNRRA travel authorizations nor Polish visas. lajor
Sullivan and Lt. Moorhead had cards from P.U.R. (Office of Repatria-
tion) which is a branch of the Polish Government., They came here om
instructions from Dr. Elliott to investigate conditions in regard to
the repatriation of sick displaced persons to Poland. We gave them
as much gssistance as was possible. It would have been better if we
could have cleared their arrival with the Health Iinistry in advance.

Dr. Mintek arrived on Wednesday, June 19. We are sorry
there was so much delay. You w1ll recall that the arrangemeni was
for him to come here on Germ“ny s budget for a period not to exceed
90 days during which time & decision would be made regarding his
transfer to our budget. We are very glad to have llintek. He speaks
Polish and that is a big help. I have assigned him to our No. 1 job
for the present, namely, to help the Ministry make speedy distribution
of medical supplies which have been a bottleneck for a number of
reasons, If he proves to be effective in this work, he will be worth
his weight in gold. Dr. Fronczak will need to spend his time arrang-
ing the lecture tours.

Dr. Anigstein arrived on Saturday June 22nd. His itinerary
is being worked out by Dr. Fronczak and representatives of the Ministry
of Health and will be reported on next week.
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We wonder what has happened to our V.D., Dental and
M.C.H. consultants.

lledical Suppliss: Real progress is being made in connection with

the distribution of medical supplies from the central warehouse here
in Warsaw. I went to look at the warehouse again this week. Since

I wrote last week, 186 trucks have moved 7,670 boxes weighing 530
tons in addition to 2000 beds and 12 tons of DDT. Approximately

1500 tons remain in the warehouse &s compared with 4000 tons at the
end of May. I believe that the bottleneck has definitely been broken
but Mintek will help them with other bottlenecks which develop in the
fialdc

On Sunday, June 23rd, opening ceremonies were held in a
hospital at Adampol in the Province of ILublin on the Soviet border.
The hospital was equipped entirely with UNRRA supplies. Dr. Mintek
represented the Health Division and reports much gratitude and en-
thusiasm. The official Mission photographer took pictures and an
American correspondsnt was also present.

I have requested the Ministry of Health to furnish me with
a breakdown showing distrjibution of medical supplies by principal
items from the ports down,the provinces, every two weeks. e are also
requesting that our Division be represented on the Committee in the
Ministry of Health which makes allocations to the several provinces.
I expect to designate llintek to sit in on these meetings - at least
as an observer so that we might be better informed. We would also
like to know what supplies are being sold in drug stores.,

low in regard to the procurement picture: It would be of
considerable help to us here if Drs. Johnstone and Tubiasz wounld sit
down with Sollins and figureout (a) what items in the submitted lists
remain to be procured together with their estimated cost, and (b) how
mich money wemains uncommitted for the purchase of (a). This informa-
tion would be of great help because as I stated in my .weekly letter
of June 17, new requirements will be sufficiently urgent to displace
some of the ones previously submitted and we would like to be_in on
the suggestions as to what these items should be.

A short time ago we received a request from the Ministry
of Health for 1500 passenger vehicles and also for 650 milligrams of
radium. In view of the fact that passenger vehicles are not available
for purchase by UNRRA so far as we know, excepi from surplus army stocks,
and in view of the further faet that the Ministry of Health has been
assigned a top priority by the Government in comnnection with the al-
location of the latter, I have advised Litwin to withdraw this request.
I have also suggested reconsideration of the request for the large
amount of radium ufttil we could obtain further information regarding
availability of funds and what items would have to be displaced.
Moreover, I &m uninformed regarding the availability of radium in the
UNRRA program. The Germans took most of the metal with them when they
departed from Poland.




le noted your cable to Washington regarding Daniel's request
for X-rgy film for his tuberculosis program as well as for serially
numbered records. We hope thatprocuremeunt on these items will not be
delayed because the Ministry and the Mission both realize the
importance of this program. If the items do not appear on lists
previously submitted, we will furnish formal requests.

Post-Graduate Education: Dr. Anigstein brought Miss Johnston's letter
regarding the twenty nurses., Miss Szloch had already conveyed the
information I brought back. Screening of the candidates has already
begun. The Ministry is extremely grateful for this opportunity for

s0 many of the nurses in Poland. We have made arrangements for liiss
Gochanour to meet Miss Szloch in Krakow if the former arrives from
Prague to discuss this program further.

In regard to the other lecturers, we would appreciate getting
all available information regarding their progress. Anigstein will
assist us in some of the language difficulties. Dr. Fronczak will take
them over when they arrive and we will also use kintek if necessary.

We believe this program will be a great success. Consideration is
being given to placing Wroclaw back in the itinerary.  Lublin will be
deleted.

We would like very much to have Hingson either in July or in
October. It takes him only about 12 days t0 put on his show in
caudal analgesia so he will be valuable even if he can't stay more than
six weeks. That is all new stuff here., In planning these itineraries,
the Polish Government has requested that the program be cleared with
the WMinistry of Education to which we are agreeable so lomg as no inter-
ference results in getting our message over to the medical profession.
Next Mondsy, I will include some remarks on communicable
diseases.

Sincerely,

Yo

H. A. Holls
Chief Medical Officer
UNRRA Ifission to Poland

Dr. N. Goodman,
Division of Health, ERO,
London

Copy to Dr. Sawyer, UNRRA Hgs., Washington







June 17th, 1946.

Dear Dr. Sawyer:

ell, I am back in Warsew with my nose on the grindstone.
Perhaps 1 can modestly add that occasionally a few sparks can
be seem. In two weeks we will begin the last six montis of our
activities here. I believe that thes will be more productive
than the first six, largely becuuse our conditions of work are
far superior tien they were at first, and becsuse the lealth
Division is finally blessed with an excellent stuff and better
office accommodution.

For a long time I have felt that it would be an excellont plan
to write a periodical communication desigued to keep you and Dr.
Goodman botter informed regarding our activities and progress here.
However, the tempo of our work has been such that I have not been
able to earry out this plen in a regular momner. Beginning mow, I
plan to start over and to write a letter each Saturday giving rou
the highlights of what has happemed during the week. It might
save some correspondence during the week, provided the latter is
not too urgent. My good intentions may be thwarted occasionally
so don't be surprised if there are some blanks. Some of these
commnications will be addressed to you, and some to Dr. Goodmen
but each of you will receive copies of all of them. They will
not be too detailed smd will be designed to give a bird's eye view.

In general, we find ourselves suitably housed for the moment. fie
have a suite of five rooms on the third floor of our building on
Hoza Street only a few blocks fvom the Polonia, and in the same
street that St. Joseph's Hospital is located. I finally have a
room to myself although I am seldom alome during office hours. As
soon as the remainder of our staff arrives we will bs a little
erowded but overybody in Warsaw is erowded so we don't complain,
In addition to our five rooms we have a small dispemsary which
ronders out-patient service to the entire Mission staff.

Transport contimues to be somewhat of a problem but when you wore

here we were walking, so it is better. Now we have a jeep assigned

to the Division., Since there are eight field persounel im our group
who are required to get around, we are handicapped considerably within
the City of Warsaw because within the eity the motor pool is somewhat
uncertain., I am requesting that additional vehicles be assigned to
the Health Division. For field trips we depend upon the motor pool
and with reasonable notiece our staff has been able to obtaim transport.

Our relationships with the Ministry of Health contimme to be excellent.
At times it would be easy for me to become impatient over the ap-
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parent lethargy and the slow rate of progress which has been achieved.
However, ny years in dealing with Jtate Health Departments has taught
me thet patience and gentle pressure are virtues which keep one accept~
able to those we would like to influence in much greater measure than

a display of irritability and a series of "running fits"™ and ultimatums.
lioreover, in view of dinasour-like flies which hover about some of our
own administrative mschinery, I am extremely reluctant to cast the

first stone.

In this connsction, I have reminded our staff thet they are advisors to
the Ministry of Health and are not responsible for the technieal direc-
tion of the respective programs; that they are consultants but don't
actually "treat the patient™. Through the observance of these safeguards
no one within our Division has ever become persona non gryata to the
Ministry and each is able in his or her field to have free entry amd to
exort a construetive influence which we hope will grow in time. I am
not wnmindful that Litwin is working under mimost insuperable difficulties.
The influences which interfere with his having a free hand are colosally
restrictive and the fact that he never complains about them incresses ny
willingness to overlook some of the shorteomings within the Ministry and
its program. You, who have been here, know what some of the difficulties
are and Tubiasz can tell you of othars.

Jagielski, whom you know, has been arrested and I have not seen him
singe March. I have not been able to find out what he is charged with
except for the fact that Litwin told me that whaot he d@id "was not for
his owmn personal gain", Ropeszinski, who was in charge of the pharma-
coutical department has also been arrested along with another whose
name I don't recall., I don't know what the "irregularities" were which
eliminated them from the picture and I have ceased to inguire. They
have been replaced by others and the ship sails on - against the wind.

Our consultant staff is excellent in every respect and I could not ask
for a more effective or conscientious group. Dr. Begg is our Commmuni-
cable Disease Control man who also scted as Chief during my absence.

I am voxry fond of him. He directed the Divisiom during these two months
with a competence which could sertainly not be improved upon by me and
he shares with me & great deal of the administrative work which mmst be
done. Dr. Froncszak hus been extremely active since his arrival and en~
joys the advantage of being kmown throughout Poland and of having a
thorough command of the language. He is rendering excellent service
through his contacts with the Ministry in every field and is making plans
for the itinerary of the lecturers. I feel that with Dr. Fronczak as
master of ceremonies for this distinguished group, the success of the
undertaking is assured. Dr. Fronczak is writing you a separate com=-
munication which I have had the pleasure of reading and which deseribes
his activities in more detail.

kiss Doherty, our Publie Health Nursing Consultant, left last week to
return to her native Australiz whore she feels that her serviees are
urgently needed in comnection with Publie Health Nursing activities .
During her stay here she travelled in company with Miss Szloch,
hospital nursing consultant, because the latter speaks Polish, lisses
Doherty and Szloch made surveys of quite a mumber of hospitals and




nursing institutions and submitted recommendations for improvement.
Miss Doherty feels, and Miss Szloch and I agree with her, that it will
not be necessary to replace Miss Doherty and that Miss Szloch will be
able to carry on effectively for the remainder of the year.

Capt. Straub is doing excellent work. He is as busy as a eranberry
morchant as you can well imagine with sanitation problems like they ave.
During the past week he has been even busier taking his promotion sxamina~
tions in the regular corps of the Public Hsalth Service. Straub has the
advantage of knowing Polish which helps tremendously and I am thankful
that you were able to fish him out of China for us in Poland. Imei~
dentally, I believe Straub should be promoted to the rank of Major.

He has now caught up with his present grade om a permanent basis and

an additional stripe won't Jmrt him any in his work. I understand that
the recommendation has been made. If not, I'll gladly initiate it from
here. Our other Sanitary Engineer, Mr. Maisel, will coordinate hiw
work with Straub. BHe arrived here a few days after my return.

Our elinical medical officer, Dr. Bonamis, has gottexn his dispensary
in shape to operate and is giving satisfactory mediecal service to the
Migsion staff. Dr. lukaszewicz takes care of the Polish speaking personnel
of the Mission and accompanies members of the staff on field trips on
ogeasion. As you know, he is an American citizem and is desirous of re-
turning to the United States ss soon as we can release him here. On

. the other hand we would like to have him stay until the end of the third
quarter if possible.

lisdical Supplies: In spite of everything that has beer said or writtem about
modical supplies, the faet remains that such supplies in quantity have
been distributed to all the provinees in Poland. It is no longer diffi-
cult to find them in hospitals., Unfortunately, it isn't difficult to
find them at the central warehouse in Warsaw either ~ in fact, ome can
see them from a distance as one approsches the establishment. The stoxy
is relatively simple - a botilemeck in distribution.

Through stimulation by UNRRA to keep the ports eclear, it became the
practice to load supplies directly from ship to train. In the case of
medical supplies, shipment was made prineipally to Warsaw but also to
warehouses in lodz and Cracow. They were shipped so promptly that no
elose chock was made at the poris reogarding content. For example, on
Januayy 28th, the SS Morska Wola arrived containing one 1000 bed hospital.
The S8 levant and the S5 Katowice arrived on Februsry lst with three more
1000 bed units and the 55 Vilno brought an additional unit on February 4th
Hong of these units were identified as such until they had been shipped

to several points as gemeral hospital supplies.

This state of affairs was not due entirely to negligence on the part of

personnel of the Health Ministry at the ports. The units were not com-

plete, were poorly packed, in bad condition, and were not accompanied by
lists which could be used for chec¢king. I have since been informed that
the hospital units were never represented by the U.S. Army as being com-
plete and were sold "as is " to UNRRA on the spot.
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On Pebruary 28 we called a conference with officials of the Ministry of
Health and urged them to request warehouse facilities at Gdynia so that
mediecal supplies could bae identified, checked and shipped more intelli-
gently. It was promised at that time that all medical supplies then
warehoused at Gdynia, Warsaw and Lodz would be fully distributed by

April 1. However, as it turned out, the volume of supplies coming into
the ports almost tripled during this time and under the regulations governing
distribution then being followed, the Ministry of Health could not cope
with the problem. The method of distribution required that the Ministry
of Health approve all sallocations to hospitals from Warsaw and when sup~
plies were received in Cracow or in Lodz directly from the ports, such
supplies had to be inventoried and the list sent to Warsaw for @irections
regerding distribution. This procedure, in addition to the vastly in-
crensed rate of flow and the lack of transport or fusl (altermatively it
seamed) resulted in a tremendous bottleneck. In Warsaw, medieal and
hospital supplies,including valusble equipment, were piled high in the
yard of the central warehouse.

During the time I was in the States, a virtual ultimetum wgs given to the
Ministry by the Mission to the effeet that future shipments of medical
supplies were contingent on the prompt distribution of those now so ob-
viously on hand. Under this pressure the Ministry took more drastiec
action. Authority for the distribution of all medicel supplies on hand
within the provinces was delegated to the Provinecial Health Officers.

lMore tham axy ome thing, this decision broke the bottleneck. Dr. Proncsak
in company with representatives of the Supply Department, went into the
field and inspeetad local stores of medieal supplies. They are being
watched from week to week amnd sre being rapidly distributed under the direc~
tion of the Provineial Health Officers.

During this week I made an inspection of the central warehouse in Warsaw
with Dr. Litwin., Medical supplies are still in evidence out in the open
but they are rapidly disappearing. Thirty~four threo-ton trucks were loaded
for three of the provinges on Tuesday. Litwin assured me that by June 30
the supplies would all be gone and this time I believe he is »right.

The new system provides for segregation of medical anpﬁlius at the port
and shipment to four regional warehouses located at Gdynia, Warsaw, Lodz,
and Bytom. Prom here they are shipped to the several provinges as follows:

""Qéiﬁig fiarsaw Lodz tom
Gdans Wersaw Province Lods ow

Pomorze Zachodine Warsaw City Lodz City

Poworze Poznan Dolmy Slask

Mazury Bialystok Opol Slask
Lublin

Ongce they arrive in the provinces thep are distributed to individual in-
stitutions on the authority of the Provincial Health Officer.




I*was informed in Washington that approximately fifteen million dollars
worth medical supplies will have been received in Poland by Jume 30.
Ingsmudh as our budget was cut to thirty million, this means that we
should receive approximately half of our program during the last six
months of this year as far as dollar values are concerned. However,
only about five million dollars worth remain unspent or uncommitted.

As you know, Dr. Tubiasz and two pharmacists have gone to Washington
as representatives of the Ministry of Health to confer with UNRRA on the
procurement of the remainder of the wedical supplies. As I understend it,
they have the authority to make changes in the officianl requests if neces~
gary and they ars in possession of the latest requirements. The chances
are thay will not be able to procure everything om their lists on account
of an insufficiency of funds. In the meantime, new requirements are
being discoversd here which are urgent. These will be transmitied with
recommendations and comments from time to time. It will require mature
judgment to decide what to eliminate in order to make room for these
last minute requirements.

I feel sure that Tubiasz and Co. will comsult fully with Dr. Johnstons
and the Health Division., At long last it might be possible to integrate
the local needs with procurament in Washiungton, for the remmants of the
available budget. It was a long struggle! As we pass on future requests
with our recommendations, it will be for Johnstone, Tubiasz, etec. to
decide whut should be displaced. For this reason, I feel that all of
the funds should not be tisd up at ounce so that there will be a cushion.

We might be in for a malaric problem yet.

This lotter is gotting somewhat long so I'll eall it a day umtil
next Saturdsy at which time new topies will be added.

¥/, P

H.A« Holls
Chiogf ledical Cfficer
UNRRA Mission to Folaud

Regards,

Dr. We. A. Sawyer, Chiecf
&5 Division of Eealth

UNRRA
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LADLY S2LLCH delivered by Dr. LITWIN,

Health sinister of roland, June 6th, 1946 &t 7,30 p.m.

U.N.hE.K.A. Supplies foxr the Polish Health Service.

Devastated Poland has found help and aid in internationél
organisations, whose chief aim is the rehabilitation of the war

retorn countries.

In Poland the Health Service was one of the most
completely stricken and therefore wae given aid from abroad,
e.g., from the Soviet Union, Sweden, other countries, the Poles
from the United States, especially from the UNLIA.

From Septpmﬁer 1945, to January 1946 our ports have
handled 3.000 tons of medical equipment and medicines supplied
by UNKRA. These have been processed through the Central
Sanitary Warehouse and six warehouses in the field in different

parts of Poland.

From January 1946 to March 1946 we received medicines

which were distributed throughout the country.

Prom March 1946 to April 15, 1946, we received 9,000 tons
of medical equipments and medicines. In all thus far, we have
received 14.000 tons of sanitary supplies. UNIEA transports
are still coming in. Of the abové mentioned amounts we have
allocated the following into the field:

32,000 metal and field beds,
29,000 mattresses, 863 tons disinfectants, 48 tons disinfecting
apparatus,

2,582 tons medicineps and sanitary supplies, 894 tone of tod
liver o0il, and

11,807 cruets of penieillin of 1000,000 units.

With the abdve mentioned supplies we were able to imxpove
the equipment of hospitals, sanatoriums and 560 health centres
thrdough allscation of 85,000 hospital beds and 8.000 sanatorin.

beds.,
Approximately 2,000.000 children irceived cod liver oil.

Owing to transportation difficulties the Central Warehouse
has on hand about 2,000 tons of non-ellocated stores. In

L




addition to transportation difficulties this storage was
caused by the impossibility of immediate use of these supplies
in field. I should like to mention at this time that the
Polish American Council is rendering us very definite
assistance. The Ministry of Health has decided to empty the
warehouces in their entirety in order to make room for new

supplies.

we must understand that supplies sent thus far and
those planned for the future will not sufficiently cover the
entire needs of the Health Service of the country. The first
supplies we received and those we are atill receiving were
planned without consulting us, therefore they are not those that
we most urgently need, that does not mean however that they are
not useful. UNRRA could only cover in 2%% of our requirements
for medicines for the 12 month period and furthermore we have
no assurance that we will receive the drugs most urgently

needed.

our chief task is to supply the country and this
task must be accomplished.

All the districts have been already informed that the
Health Divisions have sent, between the 1lth end 17th inst.
their lorries 10-12 into each district in order to take the
medicincs and equipment allocated to them.

The Ministry of Health will render assistance in the
transportation of these supplies to0 those District Divisions
which may have special transportation difficulties.

In order to speed up the distribution of medicines,
the Ministry of dealth has charged the District 0ffices with
this function. It has ordered then to do this energetically,
efficicntly and speedly. To accomplish this the District
Divisions must have suitable storehouses at their disposal.

The District Health Divisions are now distributing
UNRRA gifts to all medical facilities in the country, viz. to
hospitals, health centres Sogial Insurance Ascociation, the
Ministry of Communications and welfare institutions.




All managers of hospitals, officers of health
centers, of organized medical institutions and welfare medical
institutions, are obliged to get into touch with the District
Hroalth Division, as soon a8 possible in order to receive these

allotments of medicines and equipment.

The Governors of ths Districts, the directors
of the Digtrict Hezalth Divisions, the pharmacsutical inspectors,
the officers of the district storchouses and the district
doctors should do their utmost to distribute the medicinzs and

cquipment as soon as poaesible.

The UNRIA medicines muat reach every citizen in
the ;hort&st time. The lMinistiy of ceslth has appealed to the
Econoriic Committes of the Council of iinisters to dictribute
medicincs through private and social pharnsciess, These medicincsg
are to be sold =t fixed priees, in strict conformity with the
instructions of the Ministry of deslth. The Pharmaceutists
Assoeiation and the Inspscting Pharmaceutical Department are
responsible for enforeing thes: prices.

The dtrict control of these instructions will be
chaorged to sociazl control commissions appointed by the dinistry
in every Wojewodztwo. This, undoubtsdly, will cuuse a priee

reduction of all druge.

Thus, every Polish eitizen, sv-ry inhabitant of
the most distant and smallesi village will be 2ble to purchese
the moat necessary and very often rare medicincs - owing to the
1id from abroad: Sovict Union, sSweden and other countrias and
especially UNELA, whose basic policy is to help everyone,

&

I most sincercely wisgh that gifts scnt fronm abro=d
and those from UNREA will not be wasted anéd I am certain that
everything will be utilized to the utmost.




International Broadcast by Dr.FRANCIS R.FRONCZAK,
UNRRA Medical Advisor, from the Polish
Radio Station, Warsaw, June 6,1946
T30 pem.=

For the past 26 days I have been in Poland. I have
travelled through quite an extensive part of the countz, ~~
my forefathers, - from the river San on the East to beyond ‘'n:-
western banks of the river Qdra, from the shores of the Balitic
to the Tatra mountains. I my travels I have had the opportunity
to learn of the difficulties and tribulations of the people in
the cities and in the rural districts. I have visited and
studied the hospitals and the health centres. I think that I can
restrict my remarks to few sentences:

L

The welfare of a country depends on the welfare and
wellbeing of every individual citizen, - from the infant to the |
eldest of the inhabitants, it depends on giving him all material
and healthy conditions.

All methods of preventing communicable diseases are
already undertaken and being carried out. The biological
preventive products against the various communicable diseases
are now being given in all at least (20) million of people
are now or shall be immunised within 2 months to stop the
existing or threatened epidemics. Plans have been made for
continuity of health activities in the future.

The winistry of Health and the UNERA do not want

hundreds of thousands of ill eitizens. . We shall distribute all
the druge and medical supplies we now have and in the future
shall receive, so that they mey reach everyone in need of same,
We shall allocate the drugs as quickly as possible, without
unnecesgary delay, we shall not permit the future arising of
bottlenecks in the warehouses and stores, we shall do everything
to feed the hungry and give proper medication to the sick,

We must and shall have action,

Besides being an American citizen and official represent-
ative of UNRRA, and member of the Polish Health Service - I en
one of the many whose forefathers have emigrated from this
country, and, who in his heart and thought unites with you
most intimetely. Your joys are our joys, and your sorrowe dare
our sorrows. I have absolute faith and hope in the joint
cooperation of all from the . highest dignitary to the lowest
functionary, we shall eliminete all diseases which are
tormenting us.

We know that the rapid distribution of,stores.is
desirable from every view point but these themselves, will ro.
supply all the needs of the country. Egqually the amount ..
food as well as the supplies and medicaments granted to us by
UNRRA will not fully take care of the needs of the country.

I shall endeavour that the American public, especially the
American citizens of Polish extraction, beyond the gifts of
UNRRA, will come with aid to the Polish people. In these
citizens courses the sume blood that flows in yours.

I am certain that the healthy enthusigsm and- the
healthy social and natural ideals that lighten our way, shall.
rebuilt snew a powerful nation - & new strong and prosperous ]
Polish country.-
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To
UNEFA NMission to ZPoland
VAT SAW.

social Ielief is one of the nost important problems in
folund, & country devastated by the 6 years'! German occupation.
¥Welfare requirements in Cracow are much greater then in
other towns of Poland, because many homeless people settle there,
Cracow being one of the few large Polisn towns which had not
suffered from hostilities. Among them we find people who
were evacuated by the Germans from “arsaw, repatriates from
the East, people returning from concentration and lobour
camps in Germany, demobilized soldiers, invalids, etec.

All these people are assicted by the .unieipal authorities
in Cr+cow, snd Soclizl “elfare Institutions such «s Fhe
Municipzal Committee AT Socicl "/eliare, The Polisk Red Cross,
The State hepatriation 0ffice, etc. This work is very harxd,
and it requires considerable funds, z2nd, though Cracow
hed hsppily escaped deatruction during the hestilities none
the less its Welfsare Institutions had endurel grest losses,
&1l their buildings being occupiea by the Germa