
URGENT

Note to Mr. Riza

STATEMENT ON THE HUMANITAR1A N SITUATION IN THE OCCUPIED
PALESTINIAN TERRITORY

1. As requested, please find attached the draft statement on the humanitarian situation in the
occupied Palestinian territory for consideration by the Secretary-General. The statement has
been prepared by UNRWA, with comments from OCHA.

2. We concur with the advice of Mr. Prendergast that the statement be released either as an
UNRWA or IASC statement. Our preference, however, would be an IASC statement as we
believe that a joint statement of the major humanitarian agencies, at this stage, would carry
more weight than simply another UNRWA statement.

3. The statement could be issued following tomorrow's luncheon of the IASC principals in
Rome, at which Mr. Hansen will provide an update on the humanitarian situation in the
Middle East.

4. As further suggested by Mr. Prendergast, the Secretary-General could subsequently issue
a short policy-focused statement on the humanitarian situation in which he could endorse the
IASC statement, and/or reiterate the main IASC observations in his press conference on
Wednesday in Madrid. We are currently preparing for both options, in close consultations
with UNRWA and DPA.

5. I would appreciate your advice on how to proceed before the meeting of the IASC
tomorrow morning in Rome.

Ed Tsui
8 April 2002

cc. DSG
Mr. Guehenno
Mr. Hanssen
Mr. Prendergast



STATEMENT ON THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION IN THE
OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY

I am deeply distressed at reports that the Israeli military offensive against Palestinian
towns, refugee camps and villages in the West Bank is intensifying despite the
Security Council's unequivocal call for an Israeli withdrawal without delay.

In particular I am concerned about the deepening humanitarian crisis that has
developed directly as a result of the intense military assaults. According to the own
report of the Israel Defense Force's high command, 200 Palestinians have been killed
and at least 1,500 have been wounded since the Israeli military actions began in the
West Bank. It seems that more than 30 people have been killed in Jenin alone in just
the last 36 hours.

The towns under assault have been defined as closed military zones and a media
blackout has been imposed. In spite, reliable reports are emerging that give a
harrowing picture of the suffering being endured by the civilians trapped in their
homes, many without water, electricity or gas, with food stocks running out and with
no access to health services.

I am deeply concerned about Israeli helicopters firing into residential areas in Jenin
refugee camp, intense shelling by tanks that has destroyed parts of Nablus Old Town
and Israeli bulldozers destroying occupied houses in Balata Camp. In Bethlehem the
siege of the Church of the Holy Nativity has moved into its seventh consecutive day.
Large parts of Ramallah have been laid waste.

These military actions have all taken place in densely populated areas. Jenin camp,
which has seen some of the most ferocious fighting, is home to more than 13,000
people - few of them combatants under any of the definitions laid out in international
law. Indeed, it appears that the majority of those killed and injured in recent attacks
have been defenceless civilians, including a significant number of women and
children. I call upon all forces involved in the hostilities to take all necessary
precautions to spare civilians and civilian property, as stated in the Fourth Geneva
Convention Relating to the Protection of Civilians in Time of War.

The Israel Defence Force's ban on medical ambulances accessing the areas under
attack is in grave violation of fundamental humanitarian principals. There are reports
that many of the wounded are bleeding to death because of a lack of medical
treatment. Other reports suggest that Palestinians have been forced to dig mass graves
due to the limits of hospital mortuaries.

I am equally concerned by the continuing reports on impediments posed to
humanitarian and medical workers to gain safe and secure access to those populations
in urgent need of assistance. Aid workers are increasingly compelled to work under
fire, at great risk to their own lives and integrity. Systematic harassment, physical or
verbal abuse and various other constraints seriously obstruct the delivery of life-
saving support by humanitarian organizations. It is imperative that humanitarian
workers and agencies be granted full and unconditional access to the affected areas.
For thousands of people, basic essentials such as food, water and medicines are in



short supply and yet aid convoys have been refUsed entry. As of last night 21 towns
and refugee camps in the West Bank remained under full military curfew.

Israel's obligations under international laws are clear: it should not use indiscriminate
and disproportionate force, it should end the humiliating treatment of civilians, and it
should, as an absolute moral imperative, grant relief teams access so that they may
remove the dead and wounded. I reiterate to Prime Minister Sharon that defense
against terror does not discharge Israel of its obligations to respect the recognized
principles and rules of international humanitarian law. In particular, under the Geneva
Conventions, the presence of individual combatants within a civilian population does
not deprive the population as a whole of its civilian status and right of protection. It is
an established principle that no person shall be punished for an offence he or she has
not personally committed.

I firmly believe that further aggravation of the humanitarian situation in the occupied
Palestinian territory will not serve the legitimate quest of the Israeli population for
enhanced security. On the contrary, such action might only further enflame the
Palestinian people and the region as a whole. I therefore call upon the Government of
Israel to allow all humanitarian organizations' immediate and unconditional
humanitarian access to the areas of conflict. Israel must comply with Security Council
resolutions 1397 and 1402, halt its military offensive, and withdraw its forces from
Palestinian areas without delay.

In order to address the emerging humanitarian crisis adequately in all parts of the
occupied Palestinian territory, I have decided to request the Under Secretary General
for Humanitarian Affairs to send an inter-agency mission to the occupied Palestinian
territory in support of UNRWA's ongoing humanitarian efforts. The mission would
look into humanitarian concerns such as the right to access for relief agencies, the
need for improved protection of civilians, and fund-raising needs in response to the
deepening humanitarian crisis.
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