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The scale of the terrorist attacks that took place on 11 September last year has prompted
an unprecedented international effort to coordinate action in the fight against terrorism.

International and regional organizations have responded swiftly to this new challenge,
and have placed terrorism clearly on their agendas. Now, the challenge is to make international
efforts effective.

The spread of terrorism is a threat to the very foundations of the United Nations, and to
the spirit of its Charter. Over the years, the Organization has played an important role in
establishing a legal framework for the eradication of terrorism through one of its basic roles: the
codification of international law—more specifically through twelve United Nations Anti-
Terrorist Conventions and Protocols. These conventions must be strictly observed and
effectively implemented if terrorism is to be defeated.

More recently, and especially since 1999, the Security Council has emphasized that
international terrorism constitutes a threat to international peace and security. In its resolution
1373, the Security Council underscored the need to fight terrorists and those who aid, harbour or
support them. The Council established a Counter-Terrorism Committee that is currently
reviewing the measures taken by UN Member States to implement that resolution. The
international community should ensure that appropriate assistance will be made available to
States in need of help in implementing Resolution 1373.

While the international community must be resolute in countering terrorism, it must be
scrupulous in the ways in which this effort is pursued. The fight against terrorism should not
lead to the adoption of measures that are incompatible with human rights standards. Such a
development would hand a victory to those who so blatantly disregard human rights in their use
of terror. Greater respect for human rights, accompanied by democracy and social justice, will in
the long term prove effective measures against terror. The design and enforcement of means to
fight terrorism should therefore be carried out in strict adherence with international human rights
obligations.

Nor should the current focus on counter-terrorism obscure the wider work of the United
Nations and other international organizations. Indeed, key areas of work of the Organization's
global mission, such as disarmament, controls over weapons of mass destruction, and crime
prevention, are directly related to the fight against terrorism.

This conference is an important contribution to the efforts of the international community
to rise to this challenge in a spirit of cooperation. I wish you all success iff
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Note to Mr. Mortimer

DRAFT MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE HIGH LEVEL
CONFERENCE ON PREVENTING AND COMBATING TERRORISM,

LISBON 12 JUNE 2002

The Secretary-General appointed Mr. Turk as his representative to the above conference
organised by the OSCE. Attached you will find a draft statement on the subject of terrorism—to
be delivered at the conference's opening session. Mr. Turk has reviewed the text.

Kieran Prendergast
5 June 2002

cc: Mr.Tttrk
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The scale of the terrorist attacks that took place on 11 September last year has prompted

an unprecedented effort to co-ordinate international action to fight terrorism. The holding of this

conference today is an example of the spirit of cooperation that exists in this endeavour.

International and regional organisations have been swift in their response and have placed

terrorism clearly on their agendas. Now, the challenge ahead is to make international efforts to

combat and prevent terrorism effective.

Terrorist acts are inimical to core human values and, hence, to the very foundations of the

UN. Throughout the years, the Organisation has played an important role in establishing a legal

framework for the eradication of terrorism. It has done so through one of its basic roles: the

codification of international law—more specifically through the twelve United Nations Anti-

Terrorist Conventions and Protocols that have been adopted over the years. These conventions

must be strictly observed and effectively implemented.

More recently, and especially since 1999, the Security Council has emphasized that

international terrorism constitutes a threat to international peace and security. Most importantly,

in its resolution 1373, the Security Council underscored the need to fight terrorists and those who

aid, harbour or support them. The Council established a Counter-Terrorism Committee that is

currently reviewing the measures taken by UN Member States to implement that resolution. The

international community at large should ensure that assistance is provided to States in need of

help in implementing the recommendations of the Counter-Terrorism Committee.

While the international community must be resolute in countering terrorism, it must be

careful and scrupulous in the modalities through which this effort is pursued. The fight against



terrorism should not lead to the adoption of measures that are incompatible with human rights

standards. Such a development would be regrettable and handing a victory to those who so

blatantly disregard basic rights in their use of terror. Greater respect for human rights,

accompanied by democracy and social justice, will in the long term prove effective measures

against terror. The design and enforcement of means to fight terrorism should be carried out in

strict adherence with international human rights obligations.

The current focus on counter-terrorism should not obscure the wider work of the United

Nations and other international organisations. Much of the United Nation's agenda, in fact, has

bearing upon efforts to thwart terrorism. To the extent that the international community aims to

promote more prosperous, peaceful and just societies, it helps to address some of the potential

underlying causes of terrorism. Other key areas of work of the United Nations, such as

disarmament, controls over weapons of mass destruction, and crime prevention are directly

related to the fight against terrorism.

Many of the elements of this agenda are crosscutting with the work of regional

organisations. In the field of disarmament, for instance, greater efforts might be invested in

tightening controls to prevent the spread of technology or weapons of mass destruction.

The challenge facing us today is to develop a long-term strategy in cooperation with

regional organisations that will enable all States to undertake the necessary steps to defeat

terrorism. The normative framework established by the various UN Conventions, together with

the work that the Counter-Terrorism Committee has initiated constitute an important step in this

direction, complemented by our common work in support of human rights, democracy and the

rule of law.




