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EXCERPTS FBOH THE VERBATIM RECORDS OF THE
TWENTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CONTAINING REFERENCES TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL AND TO THE SITUATION IN

VIET-NAM

Opening Meeting

The Temporary President (A/PV.1839 at page 2):

"In the real world, today as then, ve are confronted vith violence and

armed conflicts on almost every continent. The tragic situation in Viet-Nam

still continues."

General Debate

General Mercado Jarrin (Peru) (A/$*V.l8U2 at page 26):

"My country, which is a peace-loving country, is also deeply concerned

at the continuation of hostilities in Viet-Nam, and we trust that the nego-

tiations underway can, in the near future, put an end to that bloody conflict."

Mr. Aichi (Japan) (A/PV.18U2 at page 31):

"As regards the warfare raging in the Ihdochinese peninsula, the United

Nations is still far from finding methods to restore peace in that area, or

a way in which it might make a contribution to that end.

".... When we look squarely at these realities of the international

situation, I am obliged to conclude that the United Nations has not so far

fully responded to the high expectation of mankind as the paramount Organisation

in the 'struggle for peace'."

(A/PV.l8te at page 37)

".... At this Juncture I should like to say a few words about the

Conference of Foreign Ministers of interested Asian and Pacific countries

on the question of Cambodia. That Conference, the purpose of which was to

discuss the critical situation in Camfcodia, .as held in Djakarta on
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16 and 17 May 1970, at the invitation of the Government of Indonesia, and I

was one of the participants. As a result of the Conference, a consensus

was reached to the effect that restoration of peace in Cambodia should be

based on respect for neutrality, sovereignty, independence and territorial

integrity, non-interference in Internal affairs and withdrawal of all foreign

forces. Based upon this consensus, the special representatives of the

Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia and Japan held a number of consulta-

tions, in particular with the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference and others

concerned, on ways and means to reactivate the International Control Commission

on Cambodia and to convene an international conference of all parties concerned.

The special representatives also talked with the Secretary-General of the United

Nations as well as the President and other members of the Security Council to

explore what actions might be taken by the United Nations.

"I am convinced that the appeals made at the Djakarta Conference by the

Asian and Pacific countries with regard to the restoration of peace in Cambodia

are endorsed by the principles and purposes of the Charter, and I see no ground

for any legitimate objection being raised to those appeals. It is hoped that

in future the United Nations will come to assume a useful role in ensuring

peace in Cambodia and consequently in the whole area of the Indochina peninsula.

In such a case, a most effective way would be to make full use of its peace-

keeping functions, including truce supervision."

Mr. Schumann (France) (A/PV.l8̂ 2 at page Vf)

"The Soviet Union — and we congratulate it on this — has renewed its

dialogue with Peking. The United States, in turn, can but foster a little

more, with every passing day and year, the desire to resume the dialogue. If
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the General Assembly encouraged them either to persist or to commit themselves

more resolutely to this task, it might veil be that the dynamism of peace would

be released in Asia. Then the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization

could almost do -without our speeches. It would be celebrated by the gratitude

of the peoples of Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos, beloved by France, and for whom

the President of the French Republic would at last no longer have to ask for

justice."



Mr. Fernandez G., Dominican Republic (A/PV.l8̂  at pages 52-33):

"... The situation that has affected Viet-Nam for a number of

years now has always been a source of concern to my country, which

has offered all possible collaboration and, in all situations, the

proper support in the difficult task of preserving the peace.

"This is the policy that a small country such as ours would

never wish to deviate from at any time. We are pround of being a

founding Member of this community of nations, which is the greatest

that has ever existed since the origins of mankind. We must feel

gratified when we see that the United States of America is withdrawing

considerable contingents of troops from the centre of military

operations in that area and that the central Government has shown

that it will continue to withdraw these troops in accordance with

the statements made by President Nixon. It is highly significant

that this fact should have occurred precisely when we were entering

upon the twenty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly of the

World Organization, with new prospects opened up for the future of

the nations that make up the Organization.

"We sincerely believe that we can already see coming the

departure from Viet-Namese territory of the last troops of the

United States in accordance with the time-table worked out."



t

S

Mr. Mungai. Kenya (A/PV.18V? at page 26):

"... With regard to the crisis in Viet-Nam, my Government

believes that a politically negotiated settlement in accordance

with the provisions of the Geneva accords is possible. The people

of Viet-Nam as a whole, by exercise of free consent, should be the

masters of their own destiny. Any forms of external intervention,

irrespective of the sources from which they emanate, can only

complicate the already precarious situation. The Kenya Government

is much encouraged by the withdrawal of American troops from

Viet-Nam and hopes that the talks being conducted in Paris are

crowned with early and complete success."
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Mr. Vasquez Carrizosa. Colombia (A/PV.18U6 at page 8):

"... War is the natural atmosphere in which generations are

being raised. Nor have crises been lacking to show up the

deficiencies of the system, for the organisms entrusted with the

preservation of peace have been powerless or ineffective in

preventing such situations or have had insufficient authority to

bring about an adequate solution. In the Middle East and in Asia

there are wars, which have come to be considered an endemic or a

permanent situation, just as there are acts of piracy which provoke

universal protest."

Mr. Khoman. Thailand (A/PV.l8k6 at pages

"... Only in Asia — and more particularly in South-East

Asia — do the skies remain ominously dark with incessant fighting,

killing and destruction. The invading hordes of North Viet-Nam and

their clients, the Viet-Cong, continue to maim, terrorize and

slaughter innocent men and women along the breadth and length of

South-East Asia, from the Kingdom of Laos to Cambodia and South

Viet-Nam. In their ruthless enterprises they were and still are

supported by and supplied with economic means and destructive weapons

by their sponsors in Asia and Eastern Europe. That is why, at the

urgent request of the victims of aggression, forces from the United

States, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea and Thailand, much against

their desire for peace, had to rush to the rescue. Otherwise the

subjection of small nations would have been consumated and their free
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and sovereign existence would have been wiped out. At the present

time, although the likelihood of the aggressors imposing their will

and their military solution on their victims has become more remote,

the former, bred in their intransigent imperialistic traditions,

continue to inflict sufferings and depredations upon millions of

people yearning for peace and tranquility.

"One may wonder why — while elsewhere in the world, in the

Middle East and in Europe, people have grown tired and wearied of

conflicts and fighting — the Marxists in Asia never have enough

of terrorizing and burning and murdering, and why their thirst for

conquest and domination is so far unquenchable. While on the

defending side one nation after another — first the United States

then Australia, New Zealand and Thailand — have declared their

readiness to withdraw their forces from the theatre or war the other

side has shown no sign of relenting in its belligerent attitude.

Instead they have stepped up hostilities in Laos, in Cambodia and

also in the northern part of South Viet-Nam. Was it, one may ask,

because the free world side had shown signs of compromise that they

mistook for weakness and even surrender? That seems to be the only

plausible reason which can explain the unyielding attitude they have

invariably adopted at the Paris negotiations.

"if one attempts to draw a comparison between what occurs in

Europe and the Middle East with what obtains in South-East Asia —

as one should try to learn from experiences in other parts of the
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world — a striking conclusion readily emerges. The situation in

Europe and the Middle East reflects what courteous diplomatic

language may call the "desire for peace", but the hard realities of

international life may more simply term it a "power stalemate".

The existence of the massive strength — "both nuclear and conventional

of the NATO and Warsaw Pacts in Europe and the might of the Soviet

Union and the might of the United States in the Middle East

confronting each other have resulted in this de facto stalemate

which, if "broken, would undoubtedly lead to a catastrophe of major

proportions and result in an indescribable holocaust for all those

who may become involved. In these circumstances victory has little

if any meaning and its cost may be too exorbitant for anyone to hope

to reach for it.

"Such a situation, unfortunately, has not yet developed in our

part of the world, or at least not to the extent of what prevails in

the above-mentioned two areas. The regimes of Peking, Hanoi and

Pyongyang still possess dominant military might, especially in the

conventional field, and outside Powers who may be a match for them

are not inclined to confront them unless it becomes a nuclear

confrontation, which nobody wants anyhow. That is why those Asian

Marxists continue to push — implicitly or otherwise — for a military

solution even if it means a widening of the conflict as we have seen

recently in Laos and Cambodia. They must indeed feel ingratiated and

even grateful to all those who keep reciting the litany that no
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military solution is possible in Viet-Nam or even in the whole of

South-East Asia. Such an exhortation suits the invaders very well,

for the last thing they want is to have the defending side put up a

military opposition. They very much prefer to "be allowed to pursue their

own military objectives. At the same time they are tenaciously

pressing for the acceptance of their formula for a political surrender,

the latest version of which they put forward only last week in Paris.

"While one has to admit that the withdrawal of various defending

forces will not help create a power stalemate like the one which

obtains in other parts of the world, it is meant — at least as far

as my country is concerned — to show how desirous and eager we are

to strive for a political settlement rather than one based on the use

of force. However, since the other side continues to be recalcitrant

other approaches have to be explored. Since a military stalemate is

not realizable in South-East Asia one has to look for a political

stalemate, a modest step towards which was initiated with the Asian

and Pacific nations congregating at Djakarta a few months ago. It

was regrettable that such an assemblage was not strong enough to

produce tangible results because it lacked the necessary ingredient

of power — even a political power — which could create the kind of

stalemate that would ultimately lead to negotiations or a possible

political modus vivendi for a peaceful coexistence. To have any

chance of success there must be an accrual of more weighty States to

restore the balance. The participation of the four major Powers or,
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failing that, the two great Powers on the same side will more

certainly ensure success and make possible a prospect of meaningful

negotiations and eventual settlement. That undoubtedly is the optimum.

How it can be brought about is perhaps the greatest and most difficult

problem of our time, which no person of goodwill should brush aside

without giving it a thought or even a try.

"In the first place the suggestion that France and the United

Kingdom should be urged to play a role in Asia, for instance in helping

resolve the Cambodian question, is both logical and realistic, in our

opinion. For one thing both countries have had long and intimate

relationship and experience with our part of the world. France, in

particular, was until recently an Administering Authority in Indo-China,

and the United Kingdom, for its part, is currently a Co-Chairman of

the Geneva Conference. The two countries are therefore aptly suited

to play a worthy part in dealing with problems facing South-East Asia.

"As to the two world Powers they have been and still are backing

their respective side in the present conflict. If both of them could
i

find a basis for an agreement, the fighting would grind to a prompt

stop. A cease-fire could then be declared and negotiations started.

At the present time the talks in Paris are not moving ahead because

only one sponsoring Power sits at the conference table while the other

conveniently stays outside and continues to pull the strings without

being exposed or committed to any course of compromise or any

proposal for a give-and-take. That is undoubtedly a miscalculation

brought about by a hasty decision inspired perhaps by internal political
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requirements of the moment rather than by rational considerations.

In our opinion, as long as this disadvantageously unbalanced

composition persists it would be unrealistic to expect any worth-

while break-through or progress at the Paris talks.

"If such a truth is nov realized, efforts must be made to repair

the said shortcoming. The solution of inviting the Powers which, as

permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, are

entrusted with the main responsibility of ensuring and maintaining

world peace is a reasonable way out of the present procrastination

and stagnation in the efforts to restore peace and tranquility in

South-East Asia."

Mr. McMahon. Australia (A/PV.l81l6 at pages 63-65):

"... I turn next to the gravest problem now facing us in Asia.

It is an unhappy reflection of the failure of the United Nations in

its primary role of keeper of the peace that the Viet-Nam situation

has never been properly debated here, let alone considered as to

possible action. Everywhere else, of course, the Viet-Nam war has

been for five years and more one of the great divisive issues of our

time. It is understandable that the world's conscience should have

revolted against the fearful losses and hardships that the people

of Viet-Nam have suffered almost without interruption since well

before the United Nations came into being.

"It is less understandable, in the view of the Australian

Government, that the people of South Viet-Nam — who are manifestly



- 12 -

the victims of aggression in its most naked and ruthless form —

and the elected Government of South Viet-Nam — which has demonstrated

beyond doubt that it reflects the wishes of the great majority of the

people — should have had to undergo so much biased and totally

unfair criticism.

"The outrages they have been compelled to endure from their

internal and external aggressors, acting in complete defiance of the

Geneva Agreements of 195̂ , need to be precisely stated. Intimidation,

kidnapping, extortion and assassinations have the same meaning in

anyone's language, whatever devices are employed to present them

under the guise of "liberation".

"The day may come — we all hope it will — when the people of

North and South Viet-Nam can be reunited. In the meantime there is

well-marked boundary between the north and the south. Both halves

of Viet-Nam could begin to achieve the economic stability and well-

being of some of their neighbours if only the regime in Hanoi could

be persuaded to give up its hopeless struggle and withdraw behind

the demilitarized zone.

"The spillover of the Viet-Nam conflict into neighbouring Laos

and Cambodia is well enough known to this Assembly, at least in

general terms. The representatives of those countries will, I am

sure, describe it in detail.

"Australia has been active throughout the past decade in helping

the Government of Laos to maintain a stable economy and thereby to

resist the familiar pressures and encroachments of an alien and
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unwanted ideology.

"More recently the same kinds of pressure have been brought to

bear on Cambodia. There the North Viet-Namese aggression was a

blatant violation of the country's neutrality and independence. In

May of this year the Australian Government took part in a regional

conference of Foreign Ministers held in Djakarta to consider this

enlarged threat.

"That meeting of Foreign Ministers was a constructive initiative

by Asian countries most directly concerned to try to ensure respect

for the sovereignty, territorial Integrity and neutrality of Cambodia.

The collective viev of that meeting was subsequently communicated

accurately and forcefully to the Secretary-General, to the Governments

of the major Powers and in a number of other capitals by three

selected envoys from the group.

"I sincerely hope that the General Assembly will recognize this

as a valuable regional initiative that is not only provided for but

encouraged under Chapter VIII of the Charter."

Mr. Facio. Costa Rica (A/FV.18VT at pages 28-31):

"... The hope for an end to the cruel war in Viet-Nam is no

more likely of fulfilment this year than it was last. This costly

experience has shown that the conflict cannot be resolved by military

means. Nevertheless not an iota of improvement has been achieved in

the field of negotiations. The Paris talks have been resumed in an

atmosphere that holds out no prospects of improvement. We must



recognize that the United States Government has made positive attempts

to create a climate more appropriate to negotiation. The bombing of

North Viet-Nam was halted more than a year ago, and large contingents

of troops have already been withdrawn from South Viet-Nam. But these

gestures were not reciprocated by the other side, which has shown not

the least will to negotiate. Those who set down prior conditions

cannot negotiate because the acceptance of those prior conditions

would signify the unilateral imposition of their views, which is a

denial of negotiations. Viable proposals for peace presented by

South Viet-Nam and the United States have two main purposes: the

withdrawal of all forces which are not South Viet-Namese and the

holding of free elections, internationally supervised, in which all

the citizens of South Viet-Nam would participate, to choose the

Government to assume power at the end of hostilities. These are

reasonable and fair proposals worthy of being favourably viewed by

those who allege that they are defending the self-determination of

the South Viet-Namese people. But they will accept only the withdrawal

of the allied forces from South Viet-Nam and the overthrow of the

duly-elected present Government of that country. This unyielding

attitude of those who wish arbitrarily to impose their will at all

costs has resulted in the prolongation of a cruel war destructive

to both life and property.

"It is strange to note that those who urge South Viet-Nam and

its allies to make more concessions with a view to achieving progress

at the Paris talks have never thought of requesting North Viet-Nam
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or the Vietcong to do the same.

"My Government hopes that the inflexible attitude of those who

refuse to negotiate will change in the interest of world peace, so

that the South Viet-Namese people will be enabled to decide its

own fate free from any foreign intervention and any domestic violence.

This solution can be durable only if it has the support of international

public opinion. And it is here that the United Nations can and must

make its contribution to peace in that area of South-East Asia."
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President Jawara (Gambia) (A/PV.l8̂ 8 at page l6)

"... The problem of Viet-Nam is perhaps more complex and for

this reason, no doubt, has so far defied solution. The Gambia will

actively support any moves to bring about an immediate end to the

fighting and to create an atmosphere in which a peaceful and lasting

solution could be devised. Here again, we believe that the people

of Viet-Nam, both North and South, should be given the chance to

exercise a choice, free from coercion, intimidation or terror,

concerning the form of government under which they would wish to live."

Mr. Sharp (Canada) (A/PV.l8̂ 8 at page 21 )

"... In Indo-China, war burns with varying degrees of intensity

while the talks in Paris show little sign of coming to grips with

the real issues . "

Mr. Mwa.na Katwe (Zambia) (A/PV.lŜ  at page 38)

"... One of the two super-Powers -- the United States of America --

is fighting one of the smallest and poorest nations in South- East Asia.

Viet-Wam, which is currently the subject of the inconclusive Paris

peace talks, has never known peace since the turn of the last century.

"The United States is in Viet-Nam, we are told, to prove to the

enemy that aggression -- whatever that means -- does not pay. South

Viet-Nam, it is emphasized by the self-appointed world policement, must

be saved from communist aggression, planned and directed, so the

argument runs, from Hanoi and Peking. The ruling circles in Washington

would have us believe that the Viet-Cong and their allies threaten the

security of the United States. This, as everyone knows, is a pretext

to justify their illegal presence in South-East Asia.

"The conflict in Viet-Wam is basically a civil strife and my

delegation feels very strongly that external forces have no right what-

soever to internationalize and complicate local conflict such as this

one. The people of Viet-Nam should be left alone to fashion their

destiny in the manner they deem fit.

"We renew our call to the Government of the United States of

America to withdraw all its troops from Viet-Wam and to enable the

people of that beleaguered country to determine their future free

from foreign interference."
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Mr. Al-Jaber (Kuwait) (A/PV.l8̂ 9 at page lj)

"... We call for the withdrawal of all American and

other foreign troops from Indo-China so that the countries

of that region may exercise freely their right to self-

determination without foreign interference."

Mr. Hunlede (Togo) (A/PV.18U9 at page 22)

"... We cannot fail to mention either the painful problem

of Viet-Nam which has been of concern to our Organization for

many years. We duly appreciate the United States decision

to withdraw its troops from South Viet-Nam, and we hope that

the resumption of the Paris negotiations will lead to a

compromise settlement that will be satisfactory to all of

the parties concerned and will lead to a genuine peace in

that part of the world where the civilian populations have

been so sorely tried for so long."

Mr. Caglayangil (Turkey) (A/PV.l8̂ 9 at page k6

"... I should also like to say a few words about a

conflict which continues to be a source of danger to peace,

that is, the Viet-Wam war. This war, which has already cost

the lives of innumerable victims and sown destruction through-

out the countries of the region, has not yet been brought to

an end despite President Nixon's decision gradifLly to withdraw

United States forces from Viet-Nam and despite the continuation

of the Paris peace talks. As long as the conflict continues

the danger of its extension to neighbouring areas cannot be

eliminated. We sincerely hope that a solution will be found

within the framework of the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ , ensuring

the brave and unfortunate people of that region an opportunity

to decide their own future freely."
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Mr. Camacho Omiste (Bolivia) (A/PV.18U9 at pages 6̂ -66)

"... The upheavals and the upsets confronting the world

continue.

"... The events which have been occurring for many years

past in South-East Asia constitute another dramatic and dis-

turbing item. A people which, like all peoples, aspires

to live in peace is suffering the consequences of the universal

confrontation of our age. Although the total war of today

has been avoided, armed conflicts localized in various regions

obviously endanger world security and call into question the

ability of the international Organization and the great Powers

to ensure peaceful coexistence. However, one of the reasons

for dissatisfaction and the revolt of the younger generations

everywhere throughout the world derives from the fact that it

is impossible to explain facts such as those which are occurring

daily in Viet-Nam. The repeated proof of the useless waste of

life and material resources cannot fail to cause demoralization,

impotence and frustration, if not desperate reactions, that

would thus seem to be justified. To put an end to such a

serious problem, it is necessary that the competition between

the parties most directly concerned should devote their greatest

efforts to the task of reconstruction and development of these

regions which, instead of being areas for experiments in war,

should be areas of firm and constructive competition.

"The point of departure in such an undertaking will, of

necessity, have to be the recognition of the right to self-

determination of these people. Otherwise we would see fulfilled

the old proclamation of the prophet Isaiah, who asserted "the

ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly"."
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Mr. NKundabagenzi (Rwanda) (A/PV.1850 at page U)

"... The conflagration in Asia is far from being put out and

its victims can "be counted in the thousands. Everybody knows the

cruel suffering engendered by the war in Viet-Nam. We have expressed

the hope that its extension to Cambodia will not spread further to

neighbouring countries. We had hoped that the Paris negotiations

would lead rapidly to a just and honourable peace for all parties

concerned, but these negotiations are today in an impasse and the

hopes of a negotiated settlement still seem far removed."

Mr. Tepavac (Yugoslavia) (A/PV.1850 at page

"... The situation in Viet-Nam and in South- East Asia as a

whole is now considerably graver than it was last year. Cambodia

has become a theatre of war devastation as a consequence of military

intervention by primarily non-Asian Powers in that formerly independent

and non-aligned country. It has been proved that the so-called

Viet-Namization is leading to an expansion, and not a reduction, of

the war. The events have confirmed the viewpoint which we. like

many others, have expressed on a number of occasions, namely, that

peace in South-East Asia can be secured only if the right of the

peoples of Viet-Nam and Laos, and now also of Cambodia, to an independent

and sovereign determination of their own future, without external inter-

ference or meddling, is finally recognized and respected."

Mr. Galib (Somalia) (A/PV.1850 at page U?)

"...people who desire self-determination and independence are

denied them and nations resort to violence and war, even when the

machinery for the peaceful settlement of their disputes exists. The

frustration of the wish for self-determination and the denial of human

rights lie at the heart of the dangerous situations which exist in

Viet-Nam, Cambodia, the Middle East, Korea and southern Africa. There

must be a new attempt by Members of the United Nations to respond with

sensitivity and honesty to the needs of the times.



- 20 -

Mr. Galib (continued) (at page 58)

"... The aggression of the United States against the Viet-

Wamese people, its invasion of Cairfbodia and its incursions into

Laos are in flagrant violation of international law and constitute

a major threat to peace in Asia and the world. The Somali Government

is fully sympathetic to the struggle of the Viet-Cong and believes

that the presence of United States and other foreign forces in Viet-Nam

is the main cause of the terrible suffering the people of that country

have had to endure for the last twenty years. The callous indifference

of United States soldiers to the humanity of the Viet-Wamese people

lends ugly racist overtones to an already ugly war.

"As long as foreign interference continues, the ordeal of the

Viet-Wamese people will be prolonged. The war in Viet-Nam is a civil

war, and only the people of that territory have the right to determine

their future. Foreign interference is also the case of the recent

upheavals in Cambodia and Laos. The invasion of Cambodia by United

States armed forces is characteristic of the malaise that has seized

Indo-China in the form of the belief that it is possible to bolster

up indefinitely Governments which do not have the support of the

majority of the people. My Government appeals to the Government of

the United States to listen to the voice of the people of the United

States, and to the people of the world, who so obviously wish to see

an immediate end to this terrible war.

"In Korea, as in Viet-Wam, the realities of the situation demand

that all forces be withdrawn from the country."



- 21 -

Mr. Chalmers. Haiti (A/PV.1851 at page 6):

"... Whether it be the powder barrel of the Middle East,

whether it be the unfortunate var of Viet-Nam, the threats of

thermonuclear conflict, whether it be chemical or bacteriological

warfare, men of goodwill, and those peoples who are wedded to

peace, expect from the United Nations a solution to their anguish.

One is astonished, one is irritated at its slowness, at its spirit

of circumspection. "

Mr. Nase. Albania (A/FV.1851 at page 31):

"The liberation movement at the world level against the

imperialist and colonialist Powers is at present making new strides.

The peoples have reacted to the policy of oppression and domination

practised by the imperialist Powers and their aggressions and plots,

by strengthening their just struggle for independence and freedom

and joining the ranks of the armed struggle against the aggressors.

This is shown by the struggle of the heroic peoples of Viet-Nam,

Laos, Cambodia and other countries of Indo-China, the struggle of

the people of Korea and other peoples of the Par East against the

United States imperialists, their allies and their tools

The imperialist Powers and their allies are suffering defeat after

defeat. Powerful blows have been struck against them everywhere

by the peoples that are struggling for their national independence,

for their freedom and for their sacred and inalienable right to be

masters of their own destiny.
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(at page 33):

"... Of a similar nature are the negotiations between the

United States and the Soviet Union on Indo-China and the meetings

organized in Moscow and elsewhere with representatives of the

reactionary regimes in Asia to bring about a "peaceful settlement"

of tfeat problem — a settlement which they believe will lead to

the capitulation of the peoples of Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia —

the travels of high emissaries of those two Powers in Asia and

their efforts to create there new aggressive pacts in accordance

with the Brezhnev plan for the "collective security of Asia" and

the Nixon plan to pit Asiatics against Asiatics, plans which have

been concerted between those two Powers and are designed first

and foremost to create a circle of fire around the People's Republic

of China.

(at pages 36-37):

"A recent example which is a good illustration of what awaits

the American imperialists and their policy of intervention and

war is the armed aggression they perpetrated against Cambodia last

March, immediately after the coup d'e'tat which they plotted in

that country. Paced with an impasse because of the blows meted

out in the struggle of the Viet-Namese people, the American

aggressors sent their troops to Cambodia in order to implement

there the "Nixon doctrine", which is designed to pit Indo-Chinese

against Indo-Chinese. But this aggression, far from leading to

the expected results, immediately met with the armed resistance
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of the people of Cambodia and the military solidarity of their

Viet-Namese and Laotian brothers, powerfully supported "by the

great Chinese people as well as "by the other peoples of Asia. It

aroused energetic opposition on the part of peoples throughout the

world, including the American people. Instead of stifling the

liberation struggle of the Viet-Namese people, the aggression

against Cambodia has spread throughout Indo-China the fire of the

liberation and revolutionary struggle and has opened an even wider

and deeper abyss, where American imperialism will finally be

engulfed without any hope -of being rescued.

"The success gained by the Cambodian people, under the

leadership of the United Front of Cambodia, presided over by the

Head of State, Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, in liberating a large

part of the national territory from the aggressors and their

lackeys, and the solidarity and new consolidation of the unity

of the peoples of Cambodia, Viet-Nam, Laos, the People's Hepublic

of China, and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, as well as

of other revolutionary peoples in Asia, constitute a harsh blow to

American imperialism, its collaborators and its lackeys.

"The American aggression against Cambodia is at the same time

further proof of the collusion, at the expense of the peoples, of

American imperialism with the revisionists of Moscow, the latter

having adopted for this occasion and attitude similar to that of

the American Government towards their aggression in Czechoslovakia.

In particular, their refusal to recognize the Government of the



United Front of Cambodia and the fact that they maintain normal

diplomatic relations with the Lon Nol clique, an instrument of

American imperialism supported by the puppets in Saigon and Seoul

and even by the riff-raff of Chiang Kai-shek, as well as by

international reaction as a whole, have once again revealed to

world public opinion the true face of the Soviet revisionists,

aligned in a consistent way with the camp of imperialism and

reaction.

"The events of the current year in Cambodia and throughout

Indo-China are of great importance for the Indo-Chinese peoples,

which not only now have fresh proof of the obstinacy of American

imperialism in carrying out acts of aggression and extending the

war, but also now are in a better position to decide who is

sincerely against the Yankee invader and who is with him, what the

Soviet socio-imperialists are and what great socialist China

represents for them. Thus they realize once again that armed

struggle is the only way to become free of the American aggressors.

"Despite the intensification of the efforts of the American

imperialists, backed up by the Soviet revisionists, the valiant

people of Viet-Nam has thwarted all the plans and dangerous subterfuges

designed to bring about its capitulation. Throughout South Viet-Nam

the people and its popular liberation army have taken up arms and

struck crushing blows against the American aggressors, without giving

them a moment of respite even in their military camps and bases,

such as Da Wamg, Ben Tre, Hu<§, the outskirts of Saigon and other
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parts of the country. The Viet-Namese people and its armed forces

have, through their brilliant victories, tied down the American

imperialists and their Saigon tools on the battlefield. These

victories have shown undeniably that the efforts of the Yankee

aggressors to escape inevitable defeat by extending the war have

brought them only further irreparable reversals. The long

revolutionary struggle has tempered the Viet-Wamese people and has

made it invincible, and by its determined and heroic struggle it

will undoubtedly deal ever more crushing blows at American

imperialism until it is completely defeated.

"The armed struggle for the national well-being of the

peoples of Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia is constantly developing

and being reinforced; it is now in a new stage. All the criminal

plots which the American and Soviet imperialists have hatched in

order to bring about a so-called peaceful settlement in Indo-China

are doomed to complete failure. American imperialism is surrounded

and its back is against the wall. It is bound to be beaten.

(at page 55):

"The Albanian people, its party and its Government, have

supported and will continue strongly to support the legitimate

struggle of peace-loving peoples and countries against the

aggressive policy of the two imperialist Powers, their colonialist

collaborators and their lackeys of all kinds. We have always stood

by and shall always stand by the brother peoples of Viet-Nam, Laos,



- 26 -

Cambodia and the other peoples of Indo-China and Asia in their

heroic struggle against the American aggressors and their allies

of all kinds."
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Mr. Jonsson. Iceland (A/FV.1853 at page 7):

"... The third area of conflict, which has caused, anxiety

during past sessions of the General Assembly, is the war of

Viet-Nam. Also in this matter events have taken place since the

last Assembly that one has to consider to be steps in the right

direction. One of these is the United States decision to withdraw

a great number of troops from South-East Asia. Hopefully this

could result in diminishing the conflict. Such a de-escalation

will be welcomed, but the same thing applies here as with the two

other matters I mentioned. One cannot say definitely what the

future development will be. In all three cases one can, however,

say that developments during the last year seems to hold possibilities

which could become real opportunities."

Mr. Sein Win. Burma (A/FV.1855 at pages 22-2J):

"... Bright as the picture may be in other areas of the world,

it is regrettable that, nevertheless, in another part of Asia

developments have been so progressively retrograde that this year

we have witnessed the spread of the armed conflict to envelop the

whole of the Indo-China area. The danger that the conflagration

which started in Viet-Nam would engulf its neighbours, and even

countries beyond, has always been present, and nations in the region

will ponder the implications of this situation and the latest

developments flowing from it. If the region is, indeed, to comprise

independent nations with their resources and energies directed
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towards the welfare of their people, then it is essential that

the external influences and manipulations, bordering on outright

domination in some instances, be removed speedily, and each nation

be permitted to pursue its destiny along lines chosen by its own

people."

Mr. Eashid. Pakistan (A/PV.1853 at page 51):

"... While at the United Nations much of our attention is

focussed on the more general causes of instability, there are

particular situations of devastation and human misery caused by

political conflicts which the United Nations has been unable to

alleviate. The continuance of the tragedy of Viet-Nam is a rebuke

to the conscience of mankind. The destruction wrought in Viet-Nam

over two decades has been colossal and the area of conflict has

been widened in the last few months. Certainly, the use of force

can be no answer to the problem of Viet-Nam. A whole generation

in Indo-China has suffered the agony of a continuing war. Surely,

this must end — and now. How much more blood needs to be shed

before the principle is recognized that this conflict can be

settled only in accordance with the wishes of the peoples of Indo-

China without outside interference. If at present there is a slim

ray of hope, it emanates from the peace talks continuing in Paris.

The widely prevalent impression that these talks are stagnant should

not obscure the fact that some proposals promising a solution have

been advanced in these talks. If such proposals are allowed to



- 29 -

wither for lack of receptivity, the world will lose whatever

chance still exists for a negotiated solution of this cruel

conflict."

Mr. Scott. New Zealand (A/PV.1853 at pages 101-lOj):

"... In relation to the Viet-Nam war, however, the failure

of the United Nations to play any real part is notorious and a

matter of regret. The last four months have seen the involvement

in that war, from no volition of its own, of a small country which

has consistently sought to avoid such involvement. My delegation

asks this Assembly today whether it will choose to remain

indifferent to the situation in Cambodia, which has deeply

concerned my Government.

"From the outset Cambodia refused to take sides in the Viet-

Nam conflict and tried to prevent the war from spilling across

its borders, but in vain. Over a period of years the armed forces

of Worth Viet-Nam and the Viet-Cong took advantage of Cambodia's

neutrality to establish bases and supply-lines within its

territory. The then Head of State of Cambodia, Prince Sihanouk,

became increasingly alarmed at that situation but was unable to

persuade the North Viet-Namese to withdraw their forces. In IViarch

1970 he was dismissed as Head of State by a unanimous vote of the

Cambodian Parliament. The Government of General Lon Nol, which

Prince Sihanouk himself had appointed, demanded the withdrawal of

the communist forces, while making clear that it was prepared to
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negotiate on the question. Instead of taking up that offer, the

communist forces immediately began to attack the forces and

installations of the Government of Cambodia — to make war on the

country whose territory they were already making free of.

"That action of the Worth Viet-Wamese was a clear case of

aggression, of an attack on one State by the armed forces of

another. It has continued right up to the present time. Indeed

the communist forces have expanded their activities throughout

Cambodia and have virtually annexed a large part of it. They have,

it is true, used the name of the deposed Prince Sihanouk as a cover,

but the forces involved in the fighting have been almost entirely

Viet-Wamese, either Worth Viet-Wamese or Viet-Cong.

"Some time after the communist forces had begun to attack the

Cambodian Government forces, the forces of South Viet-Wam and the

United States launched a series of operations across the South

Viet-Wamese border into Cambodia. These were designed to destroy

the bases from which the communist forces had so long operated with

impunity against Saigon and the surrounding areas. They were

welcomed by General Lon Wol and undoubtedly helped him to survive

the military pressure that the Worth Viet-Wamese and their supporters

were putting on him. But it should be noted that the Cambodian

Government had previously appealed in vain for help to the Geneva

Conference co-Chairmen, to the members of the International Control

Commission, and to this Organization. The Security Council took no

effective action to deal with this clear-cut case of Worth Viet-
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Wamese aggression in Cambodia and there is no sign that it will

do so.

"... Cambodia's neighbours were more forthcoming. The

Foreign Ministers of eleven Asian and Pacific countries, including

New Zealand, met in Djakarta on 16 and IT May and expressed grave

concern over the situation in Cambodia. They called for an end to

all hostilities there and for the withdrawal of all foreign

forces. They also recommended the reactivation of the International

Control Commission and supported- the idea of an international

conference to consider the Cambodian problem. The moderation of

the Djakarta Conference was widely recognized and its outcome

met with the approval of many countries which were not represented

at it. Yet it was condemned out of hand by North Viet-Nam and by

Communist China, and it evoked no positive response from the Soviet

Union.

"The Djakarta Conference was a remarkable demonstration of

regional solidarity. My Government attaches great importance to

the development of regional co-operation in Asia and we welcome the

determination of the countries in the area to find an Asian solution

for an Asian problem. Ve are confident that the spirit of the

Conference will persist in spite of the hostile reaction from some

quarters.

"But regional co-operation is no substitute for action on a

wider basis, and the fact that action is being taken regionally is

not a reason for the international community to do nothing. The
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great Powers — and in particular the Soviet Union and Communist

China — bear a heavy responsibility for the continuation and

extension of the conflict in Indo-China, and no settlement can be

reached without their collaboration. But what is even more relevant

in this Assembly is that the fate of Cambodia is a matter of

concern to small nations everywhere. All of us have an interest in

ensuring that a small country cannot be invaded and attacked by

stronger neighbours under whatever pretext. This Assembly may not

be able to do much on its own to end the conflict and restore the

integrity and neutrality of Cambodia. But that is no excuse for

indifference. At the very least, the Members of this Assembly

should take heed of the true nature and the implications of the

situation with which the people of Gambia are confronted.

"There is one other, related matter, I would briefly add, on

which this Assembly has a humanitarian duty to fulfil. I refer to the

fate of those prisoners of war held by the North Viet-Namese. The

appeals of the International Red Cross, meeting at Istanbul in

September 1969, and the reiterated efforts made by the International

Committee of the Red Cross have elicited no response. Yet all that

is sought is that these men be treated in accordance with international

humanitarian law and, more specifically, that North Viet-Nam honour

the minimum undertakings which it gave in acceding to the Geneva

Convention of 19̂ 9. There is an inhumanity in the attitude

displayed which must awaken this Assembly's deepest concern. How
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can it deal sincerely with an item such as that on human rights in

armed conflicts without renewing at the solemn level of the

General Assembly the appeals already made?"



Mr. Yost. United States (A/FV.l85̂  at page 3):

"In Viet-Nam, over eighteen months ago, the United States reversed

the trend in American involvement in the war. We began a steady,

uninterrupted reduction in the number of our troops. ¥e have made

a negotiated peace our highest priority. Although North Viet-Nam

has as yet shown no serious intention to negotiate a solution under

which the South Viet-Namese people can freely decide their own future,

this remains our goal and we shall not be discouraged in seeking it."

Mr. Gurd-novich (Byelorussian SSR), (A/FV.1851* at page 2̂ ):

"...Today, as we sit in this Hall, the imperialistic forces are

committing acts of aggression which give rise to tension in inter-

national relations and create a threat to world peace. An army of a

half million of the United States is waging an aggressive, barbarous

war against the people of Viet-Nam which is defending its right to

determine its own fate, its right to freedom, independence and unity.

The United States has extended aggressive actions to the other peoples

of Indo-China, taking direct part or using the forces of its accomplices

against the peoples of Cambodia and Laos. In conformity with the

so-called Guam doctrine the United States is attempting to force Asians

to fight against Asians against the interests of the people of Asia.

The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic categorically condemns the

United States aggression against the Viet-Namese people and the other

peoples of Indo-China and demands the immediate, total and unreserved

withdrawal of American troops and the troops of its allies from this



region and the strict observance of the Geneva Agreements of 195̂  an<i

1962. It demands the settlement of the Viet-Nam problem on the basis

of the proposals of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the

Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam,

which fully complies with the requirements and aspirations of the

peoples of South-East Asia and ensures their right to live in conditions

of peace without foreign intervention in their internal affairs.

(at page 39):

"...It is noteworthy that the partisans of a revision of the

Charter do not see or do not wish to see that the United States aggression

in South-East Asia, the aggression of Israel in the Middle East, the

preservation of the remnants of colonialism, the recrudescence of

nazism and the existence of racism and apartheid are not the consequences

of any shortcomings of the Charter but rather the result of its flagrant

violation by imperialists."

Mr. Al-Shaikhly. Iraq (A/PV.1851* at page 52):

"...Our nation, which offers martyrs and sacrifices to confront the

Zionist-American aggression, finds itself naturally allied and

sympathetically bound to the people of Viet-Nam in their just struggle

against the United States military aggression and the stooges of Saigon.

The sacrifice of the people of Viet-Nam for independence and unity has

gained them the admiration of all peoples of the world and has become a

source of inspiration to all peoples aspiring to freedom.

"The Republic of Iraq, which has extended complete diplomatic

recognition to the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam,
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supports fully the just struggle of the Viet-Namese people. We believe

that the unconditional and complete withdrawal of all American forces

from South Viet-Nam, enabling the people of Viet-Nam freely to exercise

their right to self-determination, is the only guarantee of pezmanent

peace in South East Asia."

Mr. De Pablo Pardo. Argentina (APV.1851* at page 68):

"South-East Asia is also a source of serious concern. That grave

problem can be settled only if negotiations among those directly involved

are pursued in a spirit in keeping with the Charter. The continuous delays

which hinder the elimination of this permanent breach of the peace are

contrary to the purposes of the United Nations."

Mr. Romulp, Philippines (A/PV.1855 at page 22):

"A paramount aim should be so to strengthen the peace-making capacity

of the United Nations that it could mediate actively to put an honourable

end to the war in Viet-Nam.

Mr. Benites. Ecuador (A/PV.1855 at page 37):

"Later it was Viet-Nam, that martyred land where the generation

which today is thirty years old has not known a single day of peace.

It is necessary that this unjust and cruel war be brought to an end and

the Viet-Namese people must be free to determine its own destiny."

Mr. Ickonga (People's Republic of the Congo) (A/PV.1855 at page 6l):

"Should we talk about the fierce aggression of the Washington

Government against the Viet-Namese people, the Cambodian people and
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other peace-loving peoples of South-East Asia, where the United States is

setting up the "bloodstained puppets devoted to them alone? These

barbarous aggressions unfortunately have only been the subject of mild

protests here.

"The war of extermination continues in Viet-Wam, notwithstanding the

constructive proposals made by the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and

the Liberation Front at the Paris Conference, proposals which the United

States has never taken into account. The aggressive American forces have

invaded Cambodia and put the people to the sword and fire, and no one

said a thing about it.

"This is how the Organization and the great Powers which conduct

it intend to set up peace on this earth.

"The People's Republic of the Congo fully supports the struggle of

resistance to the oppression of the Indo-Chinese people."

Mr. Kirshschlaeger. Austria (A/PV.1855 at pages 76-76):

"The war in Vietnam goes on and in the course of this year has even

spread over a wider area because of the hostilities in Cambodia. While

here too efforts aimed at a peaceful settlement and a de-escalation of

military actions should not be overlooked, we cannot refrain from

expressing this year again our serious concern at the continuation of

the armed conflict.

"...We hope that in the face of the continuing human suffering and

of the apparent deadlock in this horrible war, all sides will eventually

realize that here too a political solution and the use of peaceful means

can alone lead to a settlement, a suitable basis for which may be provided
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"by the Geneva agreements of 195̂  and 1962. Ve have to realize that all

planning for the future would be pointless, that we would lack

credibility unless we succeeded in settling problems of this scope and

urgency."

In connexion with the question of Viet-Wam, please see also the

statement of Mr. Koun Wick of Cambodia (A/PV.l8t>5, pages 6 to 1?).
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Mr. El-Khani. Syria (A/PV.1856 at page 12)

"In regard, to Asia, the Syrian Government condemns the American

war of aggression in Indo-China and demands the immediate and unconditional

withdrawal of all American imperialist forces and their allies from

South Viet-Nam and the recognition of the Provisional Revolutionary

Government as the only representative of the people of South Viet-Nam. "

Mr. Kikhia, Libya (A/PV.1856 at page

"The Li"byan Arab Republic is deeply concerned about the military

intervention of the United States of America in South-East Asia. We

pay here a tribute to the heroic struggle of the peoples of that region

for their freedom and independence, and we demand the immediate

withdrawal of all foreign troops so that those people can freely

exercise their right to self-determination."

Mr. Lunis. Italy (A/PV.185T at page 3?)

"We must note with deep regret the enduring crisis in South-East

Asia and the lack of substantive progress towards that political and

negotiated settlement which, by respecting the will of the populations

concerned, is the condition for restoring a lasting peace in that

tormented area."

Mr. Malik, Indonesia (A/PV.1857 at page ij-6)

"Turning to our area, the Viet-Nam war has been aggravated by the

events of March and April this year in Cambodia. This led to the

expansion of the war in Viet-Nam. Concerned about these developments,

Indonesia took the initiative of convening in Djakarta a conference of

Foreign Ministers of countries in Asia and the Pacific to discuss the

situation in Cambodia. We did not presume that a solution could be

achieved by simply convening a meeting. That would be tantamount to

doing great injustice to the gravity of the situation. On the other hand,

Indonesia was of the opinion that the countries of South-East Asia

could not remain mere onlookers awaiting their fate while the exigency

of the situation became more and more threatening to the peace and



- 40-

tranquility of South-East Asia as a whole. Something had to be done.

The Djakarta Conference vas not designed to point the finger of judgement

as to who was wrong or who was right. It was only to remind the countries

and the international bodies concerned of their obligations and their

responsibilities and to appeal- to their conscience to initiate action

of some sort which could at least alleviate the hardships and tribulations

of the people of that region.

Those nations that have experienced wars of independence, as we

have in Indonesia, should be aware of the sufferings,. the years of

devastation and tragedy that the people of Viet-Nam have had to endure

as a result of foreign intervention. And the latter pattern, unfortunately,

has again appeared in the internal development of Cambodia. Here too,

outside interference and intervention from abroad have seriously afflicted

Cambodia's internal affairs. The Djakarta Conference therefore demanded

among other things that all foreign troops be withdrawn forthwith from

Sambodia in order to facilitate the cessation of hostilities. It

furthermore requested all parties to respect the sovereignty, independence,

neutrality and integrity of the territory of Cambodia and to abstain

completely from interfering in the internal affairs of that country.

It also requested the co-Chairmen and all the participants of the Geneva

Conference of 195̂  to reconvene and to reactivate the International

Control Commission on Cambodia.



Mr. Alarcon Quesada, Cuba (A/PV.1858 at pages 3 to 6):

"The peoples of Indo-China, the Middle East and Africa are in the

vanguard of efforts to achieve peace and universal security. The

situation in Indo-China is about to unravel itself. North American

imperialism, after a long and cruel war in which almost all the resources

of its criminal arsenal have been used, not only has been unsuccessful in

overcoming the will of the people of Viet-Nam but also has experienced one

of the military and political defeats of its history. Its dirty cause in

Viet-Nam having been irretrievably lost, the United States can only

immediately, totally and unconditionally -withdraw its troops, equipment

and military personnel — and its allies and lackeys must do the same.

It has no alternative but to continue to accumulate defeats on the

battlefield and reap a harvest of dishonour and repudiation throughout

the world.

"Cuba once again expresses complete solidarity with the people of

Viet-Nam and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, which

has just commemorated the twenty-fifth anniversary of its heroic and

exemplary existence, the Revolutionary Provisional Government of South

Viet-Wam, and the popular armed forces for the liberation of South Viet-Nam,

which in their courageous struggle have shown all oppressed peoples the way

to complete emancipation.

"International solidarity with the cause of the Viet-Namese people

has become ever stronger with the passing of each day.

"This bears witness to universal repudiation of the innumerable

crimes by Worth American imperialism and its henchmen in Saigon. The



Conference of Non-Aligned Countries held last month in Lusaka is

unquestionable proof of the great sympathy and solidarity which exists

with the Viet-Namese people. Participation by the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of South Viet-Nam in the person of Foreign Minister Comrade

Nguyen Thi Bin is a great stride forward in the movement of the non-aligned

countries who in this way have demonstrated their unswerving commitment

to the struggle of the people of the world against imperialism and colonialism.

The ovation by the participants to Mr. Bin which was the longest and loudest of

the entire Conference as well as the resolution which was adopted in

connexion with Indo-China in an unequivocal warning to North American

imperialism that the peoples of the Third World are standing by the

Viet-Namese people and other people of Indo-China in their heroic struggle

against aggression and in support of their full enjoyment of independence

and self-determination, and demand an immediate and unconditional end to

North American aggression.

"But this solidarity must not be limited solely to those who have

experienced the harsh realities of colonialism. In Western metropolitan

countries and in particular in the United States itself people have been

expressing their determined support for heroic Indo-China. The Provisional

Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam submitted to the Paris Conference

on 17 September last an important proposal designed to resolve the

Viet-Namese problem and to bring about progress in talks. The Government

of the United States must put an end to its so-called policy of Viet-Namization

of the war and must declare firmly that it will withdraw all its troops and

all those of its allies before 30 June 1971.

"It is also proposed that a provisional coalition government be set up

consisting of members of the present Provisional Revolutionary Government,

members of the Saigon Administration who genuinely went peace, independence



and neutrality, and persons of various political and religious persuasions

including those who reside abroad for political reasons. Obviously such a

government will not include the traitors Thieu, Ky and Khiem. This

Government would apply an independent foreign policy, one of friendship

and respect for the territorial integrity of the Kingdoms of Laos and

Cambodia."

Mr. Singh. India (A/PV.1858 at page 33):

"...The situation in Viet-Wam continues to cause us deep concern.

¥e recognize that all parties to the conflict have declared their adherence

to the Geneva Agreements and their desire to achieve a peaceful solution

in Viet-Nam. The cessation of the bombing of the DRVN has been appreciated

generally, as also the desire of all sides to continue the talks in Paris

to find a peaceful settlement. In our view those talks can progress if

there is an indication that all foreign forces will be withdrawn from

Viet-Nam. The United States Government already has withdrawn some troops,

and we believe that a firm time-table, together with a date for final withdrawal,

will help the negotiations in Paris. A broad-based Government comprising

all elements of South Viet-Wam would be another factor which could contribute

to the success of the negotiations.

"The eruption of fighting in Cambodia has increased the tension

in that area. We earnestly hope that the people of Cambodia, with whom

the Indian people have historic ties of culture and friendship, will be able

to overcome all their internal difficulties and will be allowed to live in

peace and friendship with their neighbours, without any interference from

outside.
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"In Laos the proposed negotiations between the parties are not

making much headway.

"The conflict in the States of Indo-China has brought much distress

and suffering to their people. As a result of this series of conflicts

the people of those countries have suffered grievously through death and

destruction over the years. India has an abiding interest in peace and

stability in that area. Everything should be done to put an end to this

human misery.

"At present it would be difficult to discuss separately the problems

of the States of Indo-China, and we believe that once the fighting in

Indo-China is stopped it would be necessary to have an international

conference to resolve the complex situation now gripping those States.

India is prepared to join other States and interested parties in working

out arrangements to ensure respect for the independence, territorial

integrity, sovereignty and neutrality of all the States of Indo-China."

Mr. Boutaleb. Morocco (A/PV.1858 at page 48):

"Turning to the Asian continent, the prospect for peaceful settlement

of other vestiges of the past, seemed at one point to hold out the

possibility of restoration of peace in South-East Asia, but unfortunately the

Paris talks, begun after so many patient international efforts, are now

bogging down and there seems little hope of a result in the near future.

Meanwhile, the war has spread to other countries of the region, making an

approach to a solution far more complex and for the moment creating a

situation with unforeseen consequences. It is deplorable and even tragic



that during this session of commemoration and stocktaking the international

Organization is "being "bypassed in the search for a solution. It is only

fitting to pay tribute to the courage of the Secretary-General who has

tirelessly endeavoured to remind everyone whenever necessary of what the

logical outcome of this situation must "be if peace in Asia is to be

restored and international security strengthened.

Mr. Shevel. Ukrainian SSR (A/PV.1858 at page 65):

"Everyone knows the seriousness of the consequences of the continued

United States aggression in Viet-Nam. For a quarter of a century now the

Viet-Namese people have not known peace. The Paris Conference has been in

session for twenty months, but the United States aggression not only

continues but has been expanded now into Laos and Cambodia to be m asters

in their own home and to determine for themselves the fates of their

countries . The recent peace initiative of the delegation of the People ' s

Republic of South Viet-Nam at the Paris talks opens up new possibilities

for the just solution of the Viet-Nam problem.

Mr. Yazid. Algeria (A/PV.1859 at pages IJ-lM:

"In Viet-Nam the United States aggressors and their lackeys continue

to be thwarted by the brave Viet-Namese people. The extension of the United

States aggression to Cambodia has only served to strengthen the united front

of the peoples of Indo-China. Algeria is behind these peoples and has

recognized the Government of National Union presided over by Prince Norodom

Sihanouk and considers that Government as the only representative of the

Khmer people.



"The fighting nature of the Viet-Wamese people has brought the

aggressor to the negotiating table, "but the interminable talks in

Paris only bring into relief the lack of good faith on the part of the

United States aggressors. The Foreign Minister of the Provisional

Revolutionary iGoverrsnent of South Viet-Nam, Mrs. Thi Binh, on IT September

last submitted an initiative with a view to bringing about progress at the

Paris Conference. That programme of eight points is a serious, tangible

and realistic contribution towards a peaceful solution of the South Viet-Nam

problem. The refusal of the United States Government to consider the recent

proposals of the representatives of South Viet-Nam demonstrates that the

imperialists have not given up their policy of aggression against peoples.

But the Viet-Namese people and all the people of Indo-China have sufficient

strength to throw back the aggressor and impose peace, independence and

unity "in that part of the world."

Mr. Camara. Guinea (A/PV.1859 at pages 21-22):

"For twenty-five years now there have been hotbeds of war in the

world. The brave, valiant people of Viet-Warn for twenty-five years have

been the victim of aggression by imperialist Powers. The people of Laos and

now, unfortunately, the people of Cambodia have also fallen victim to foreign

aggression and flagrant intervention in their internal affairs. Those people

are waging an armed struggle to safeguard their liberty and sovereignty

and to restore their unity. Puppet regimes installed here and there by

colonialism cannot overcome the will of those people, however many tons of

bombs, shells, cannons and other arms of mass destruction are used against

them."



Mr. Driss. Tunisia (A/FV.1859 at page 36):

"One problem which is not included in our agenda "but which might

well provide a severe test for international peace and security if efforts

are not made to solve it successfully, is that of Viet-Nam. If we had

understood in time the value of a solution "by which the Viet-Namese

people would have been able to exercise their rights to self-determination

war would not have devastated that country for so many years and would not

have extended throughout the Indo-Chinese peninsula. This conflict might

well go beyond South-East Asia with all the threat and danger of enlarging

the field of battle which is implied in that. Nothing at present indicates

that the long-suffering people of Indo-China will soon see an end to their

calvary.

Mr. Khalid, Suflaft (A/PV.1859 at pages 57-5ti):

"The dark side of the world", the Secretary-General said almost four

years ago, "shows itself in its most abhorrent and dangerous form in South-

East Asia". He described the war in Viet-Nam as:

'...a war more violent, more cruel, more damaging to human life

and prosperity, more harmful to relations among the great Powers

and more perilous to the whole world than at any other time during

the generation of conflict which that country has known1.

This war still rages in Viet-Nam and it has been extended to Laos and

Cambodia.

"The United States Government embarked on that war and continues it

relentless conduct of it in flagrant disregard of the most vehement opposition

from its own citizens and the censure of world public opinion.
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"The United States war in Viet-Nam violates the Charter of the United

Nations and the Geneva Accords of 195̂  which prohibit any foreign military

"build-up in Viet-Nam including the establishment of military alliances.

The United States is pursuing this war allegedly in exercise of the right

of collective self-defence, a pretext that neither satisfies the

requirements of Article 51 of the Charter, nor — even if it does — gives

the United States Government the right to destroy civilian settlements and

crops by indiscriminate saturation-bombing and the use of chemical weapons.

"The United States Government in pursuing such a policy is not only

transgressing the principles of the Charter but also betraying the great

heritage of the American revolution. I hope many things in this country

in great esteem having been here for a significant length of time, having

sat on both ends of a classroom and having rubbed shoulders with the

better elements of American culture. So it would not be presumptuous on

my part if I said that it is the greater part of valour if the United States

Government heeds the call of the sane elements in this country. It was

indeed gratifying the other day to read one of the sober conclusions of

Governor Scranton in his report on the campus crisis and in which he said:

"The American young believe that their own country has lost

its sense of human purpose. They see the Indo-China war as an

onslaught by a technological giant upon the peasant people of a

small and harmless nation. r

"The open question today is not whether the United States Government

shall abide by the dictates of the Charter but rather whether America

shall recapture the spirit of its own revolution.



Mr. Khalid. Sudan (A/PV.1859 at page 62):

"...The Secretary-General was correct in stating at one of his

press conferences:

'The greatest impediment to the discussion of the question

of Viet-Wam in the United Nations is the fact that more than

two parties directly concerned in the question are not Members

of the Organization.'
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Mr. Barrow. Barbados (A/PV.1866 at page 11):

"... Even the Palais des Nations in Geneva has been recently

avoided in a most important harmonization exercise; the current

talks between the United States and the Viet-Namese, for vhich ve

all wish a speedy and successful conclusion, are taking place in

Paris; the United Nations might never have existed for all the

attention it is paid by the protagonists in this conflict."

Mr. Ismail. Malaysia (A/PV.1868 at pages 7-11):

"... Turning to the situation in South-East Asia, my Government

is gravely concerned over the continuation of the war in Indo-China

which constitutes an immediate and serious threat to the peace,

progress and stability of the region. We are painfully distressed

furthermore to see our neighbours in Indo-China, and particularly in

Viet-Nam, endure the affliction of war for so long with no apparent

sign of peace being restored. Recent developments in the area, which

brought increased fighting in Laos and the widening of the war into

Cambodia, have aggravated what was already a grave situation. Despite

the apparent slowing down of the current fighting, those developments

underscore the urgency of efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement

to the conflict. For, unless arrested in time, the war in Indo-China

could widen still further and escalate to more dangerous levels, and

produce a situation which, in military as well as in diplomatic terms,

will make a peaceful settlement infinitely more difficult than it is

already.

"In an urgent quest for peace, Malaysia together with several other
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countries attended the Jakarta Conference of Foreign Ministers in

May of this year. Regrettably, the attendance at the Conference

was not as representative as ve had hoped. The objective of the

Conference, though it was occasioned specifically by the dangerous

developments in Cambodia at that time, was to seek peaceful ways and

means to restore peace to Cambodia and to Indo-China generally and

to enable the people of the States concerned to maintain their

national sovereignty, neutrality and territorial integrity. Though

the initiative of the Jakarta Conference and of the follow-up three-

man mission, of which Malaysia was a member, has not been fruitful

for the time being, Malaysia will continue to explore every possibility

of contributing constructively towards a resolution of the conflict.

"In this connexion, we have noted the various statements, in

recent weeks, of the parties at the Paris peace talks. I wish to refer

specifically to the statement of President Wixon of 8 October. In our

view, it is a sincere and forward-looking statement and, without going

into any of the details of the proposal contained therein, we believe

it represents an earnest and significant effort which, we continue to

hope, will receive a careful and constructive response from the parties

to whom it has been addressed.

"In the final analysis, the path to a peaceful settlement of the

conflict lies in the application of the principles of non-interference,

self-determination and neutralization of the Indo-China area. The

agonizing price that people of Viet-Nam has paid in the last two decades

surely points in that direction. At the same time, it is also the view
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of my Government that the lessons of Viet-Nam have clearly shown

the need for the neutralization of the region as a whole.

"I therefore wish to reiterate from this rostrum my Government's

call for the neutralization not only of the Indo-China area but also

of the entire region of South-East Asia, guaranteed by the three super

Powers, the People's Republic of China, the Soviet Union and the

United States. Such a guaranteed neutrality will eliminate the seeds

of potential conflict and will ensure durable and lasting peace. Of

course, my Government is aware that we are still a long way from

attaining that desirable objective, which we believe should be high in

the priorities of the regional agenda. There is need for each of the

countries of the region to set its own house in order. There is also

need to promote the closest contacts and co-operation, on a bilateral

as well as a multilateral basis, among the countries of the region

and thereby to develop a greater sense of regional consciousness and

solidariy.

"There is, finally, the need to demonstrate that our activities

and policies do not adversely affect the basic legitimate interests of

the major Powers. It is only then that the countries of the region

would be in Q, position to seek an undertaking from the three super

Powers to guarantee their independence, integrity and neutrality.

This is surely in the interests of all concerned: a neutral South-East

Asia free from big Power entanglements, from external threats and from

external subversion.
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Mr. Peter. Hungary (A/FV.1868 at pages 31-35):

"... The termination of the war in South-East Asia by a political

settlement, not only would serve the peace and the cause of the peoples

of Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia, but would make it easier to settle all

other major international problems. Just as in 1965 it was the

intensification of United States aggression and the starting of the

bombing of the territory of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam that

introduced a new stage of increasing international tensions and added

to the danger of broader international conflicts, so in the circumstances

of today new and favourable actions may originate in South-East Asia

if the way towards a peaceful settlement can be found. This would have

a favourable effect upon the Middle East, upon the Far East, upon

Europe and even upon any negotiations related to the cause of international

security, as well as upon the Soviet-United States talks on present

international problems.

"The necessity of such a peaceful settlement in South-East Asia

is clearly seen by all. Not even in the United States does there

seem to be anywhere a responsible leading circle which could suppose

that it is capable of gaining a military victory in South-East Asia.

The realistic outlines of a peaceful settlement also are beginning to

develop.

"At the start of the escalation, as early as the autumn of 1965,

it became clear that communica.tion between the attackers and the attacked

would be possible only if the United States would stop bombing the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam in an unconditional way and without



the threat of resuming the bombing. It was indeed the cessation of

the "bombing of North Viet-Nam that opened the way to negotiations.

This was clear in 19̂ 5» and it is just as surely clear now, in 1970,

when the operations have been extended to Laos and Cambodia, that the

talks in Paris are making no progress because the United States

Government prevents the realization of the aspirations to form a

coalition government in Saigon.

"This is today the key problem of South-East Asia. If this is

solved and if this question is answered a sensible solution will be

found to all other questions. Just as the international conferences

on South-East Asia in 1954 and 1962 had a favourable effect on the

whole international situations, so in the same way after the formation

of a coalition government in Saigon the events in South-East Asia may

take a new turn and a new international conference on these subjects

would have a salutary effect not only on South-East Asia but also on

the world situation as a whole."

Mr. Alaini. Yemen (A/PV.1868 at page 62):

"... The problem of Viet-Nam continues to be of significant

concern to world peace and international security. We strongly believe

that the complete withdrawal of the occupying foreign troops from

Indo-China is a prerequisite to any lasting peaceful settlement. The

people of Viet-Nam should be given the liberty to exercise their right,

to decide their destiny and to shape their own future without any

outside interference."



- 55 -

President Figueres, Costa Rica (A/PV.1869 at page l6):

"Viet-Nam and Cuba are entitled to seek and to enjoy the fruits of

freedom and democracy without being pawns in the game of the military Powers."

Mr. Arikpo. Nigeria (A/PV.1869 at page 21):

"My delegation notes with regret that the general atmosphere of

international detente which preceded this session has, unfortunately, "been

vitiated. Once again our Organization is in the throes of moral paralysis.

The conflict in Viet-Nam escalates, engulfing the whole of Indo-China,

while the positions of the respective parties at the Paris talks are still

far from producing agreement. Denied the active support of the great Powers

and lacking thereby the means and authority to discharge its responsibilities

effectively, our Organization stands impotent while international peace and

security hang in the balance.

Mr. Jedrychowski, Poland (A/PV.1869 at pages 35-36):

"The urgent task at the moment is to put an end to imperialist aggression

against Viet-Nam and the other peoples of Indo-China. The road to peace in

Indo-China leads through respect of the right of the peoples of Viet-Nam,

Cambodia and Laos to sovereign determination of their destiny and their

future. For this end it is necessary to effect a complete withdrawal of

foreign troops, to stop interfering in the internal affairs of these States

and, in South Viet-Nam, to set up a coalition government.

"The proposals presented in Paris on 8 May 1969 by the Governments of

the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government
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of the Republic of South Viet-Nam constitute, in our view, a reasonable

"basis for a political settlement of the conflict in Viet-Wam. Those

proposals were further clarified at the Paris Conference on IT September

of this year in the eight-point statement of the head of the delegation

of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South

Viet-Nam, Minister Mrs. Nguyen Thi Birh. They contain a realistic programme

inspired by a desire for peace and provide a sound basis for an understanding

and peaceful settlement of the conflict."

Mr. Ra.lbhandary, Nepal (A/PV.lSTO at page 6):

"While those developments encourage us to be optimistic, we are still

highly disturbed by the continuing war situation in Viet-Nam. The Paris

peace talks have not shown any sign of progress, though we are hopeful that

the specific proposals recently made by the two sides will provide a better

frame of reference for the talks.

"We are extremely disheartened to witness the extension of the Viet-Nam

war on to the soil of Cambodia. It has been difficult for us to comprehend

the arguments justifying military intervention. The Cambodian episode has

proved once again the vulnerability and the insecurity of a small country in

the context of power politics. The fate of a small country was determined

by the opposing interests of more powerful States. The right of a country

to live in peace and shape its own destiny is one of the cardinal principles

inherent in the Charter.

Mr. Lolikii Democratic Republic of the Congo (A/PV.lSTO at page 26):

"Why, when the cries, the tears and the lamentations of the Viet-Namese

sound so loud in our ears, do they find no echo within our Organization."
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(at page 28)

"For more than twenty years the events in Viet-Wam have represented a

blatant violation by force of the rights of that people to self-determination.

While war rages unchecked, human life is every day sacrified; world opinion

revolts; youth is in rebellion; and the Organization itself remains silent

and, like an electronic brain, simply keeps count of the number of deaths

that increase from day to day.

"What crime has that people committed? Simply the crime of having

wished to go on being itself.

"Why does the Organization remain silent? Why does the Security Council

remain incapable of seeking a settlement of the Viet-Namese question in

conformity with the Charter? It is because the Member States, and not the

least among them, are at odds with the principles of the Charter.

President Kaunda, Zambia (A/PV.1&72 at page 7):

"In Indo-China, the war that was confined to Viet-Nam has threatened

to engulf the whole region. The continuation and escalation of the war is a

source of grave concern to a peace-loving and freedom-loving international

community. For many years the people of these regions have not enjoyed

peace, which is basic for human development and spiritual fulfilment. There

must be an end to this killing,to the untold suffering and the loss of property.

To achieve this, outside interference must end as a prerequisite to the creation

of conditions for peace in the area. Non-aligned countries are united in

expressing their hope that the Paris peace talks will lead to a lasting and

just settlement which will enable the people of Viet-Nam to decide their own

destiny by themselves and also help in the search for a peaceful solution to the
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problems of Laos and Cambodia.

"We appreciate and welcome the decision of the United States to

withdraw its forces from Viet-Nam. ¥e urge that the process of withdrawal

be speeded up. ¥e call upon other countries which maintain military forces

to join the United States of America and completely withdraw all foreign

troops from the area. This is vital to the success of the current and future

international efforts to restore just and lasting peace and stability in

Indo- China.

"A credible programme of reducing foreign intervention will make a

cease-fire a practical possibility, followed by the formation of a broad-

based administration. ¥e are convinced that under these circumstances the

Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam will consider more

positively the proposal of a coalition government. It is in the interest of

the United States and peace-loving nations to study the eight-point proposal

put forward by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam."

Mr. Ceaucescu. Romania (A/PV.18T2 at pages k3-k6):

"Along with broad circles of world opinion, Romania believes that it is

necessary to put an end to the war in Viet-Nam and foreign intervention in

Indo-China, and to proceed to the complete withdrawal of the troops of the

United States and its allies from Viet-Nam. The Viet-Namese people, like

the other peoples of Indo-China, should be allowed to settle the problems

of their own existence without-any outside interference. In this respect

we believe that the proposals of the National Liberation Front provide a

reasonable basis for a political settlement of the conflict."
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Mr, Diouf. Senegal (A/PV.18T2 at page 66):

"Another subject of concern for my country is the conflict in which

South-East Asia has teen involved since the end of the war. Everyone hopes

for an end to the bloodshed there. Should we be optimistic on this score? I believe

that we should be. My delegation would like to see in the various proposals that

have been made evidence of a true desire to put an end to this conflict."

Mr. Al-Beidh. Southern Yemen (A/PV.1872 at pages 83-84):

"The security of the Asian continent is threatened, in the same manner,

by American imperialist aggression, which has spread to include Vietnam,

Cambodia and Laos. The People's Republic of Southern Yemen, while saluting

the resistance of the revolutionary forces in these areas in their struggle

against the imperialist presence, demands complete withdrawal of all aggressive

forces, and that the people there be free to determine their own destiny."



- 60 -

Mr. Cheng Heng, Cambodia (A/PV.1873 at page U7)

"During these past years, the world has been shaken by many crises

in which our Organization, unfortunately, has had to stand by helpless,

Major conflicts seem to be beyond the scope of the United Nations action:

the war in Viet-Nam, the conflict in the Middle East, and, as the last

and most recent example, the foreign aggression af.ainet Cambodia. The

war in Viet-Nam goes on because the parties involved have still not agreed

to start genuine negotiations.

"The aggression by the North Viet-Namese against Cambodia continues

and the United Nations is unable to bring it to an end. Meanwhile, Cambodia

is compelled to fight for its survival, assisted, fortunately, by a few
11

friendly countries.

Prince Makhosini, Swaziland (A/PV.18T3 at page 67)

"With regard to Viet-Nam we can only hope that the Paris negotiations

will lead to a realistic, concrete solution; the withdrawal of foreign

troops will be expedited; and the Viet-Namese will have an opportunity

to settle the problem themselves without external interference. Regarding

Cambodia, we feel that the best judge as to what is right for the Cambodians

is none other than the Cambodian people itself, if only it is left alone to

settle its dispute and to end the war. After all, the lasting solution to

the Cambodian problem can only be one emanating from within Cambodia."
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Mr. Coulibaly, Mali (A/PV.18T3 at page 8l)

"In my statement in the course of the general debate last year I had

expressed the hope, following on the Declaration made on 17 September 19&9

by President Nixon, that subsequent measures would be taken by the United

States Government for the establishment of a just peace in Viet-Nam, that

other portion of the world where a valiant people, for more than a quarter

of a century, has been continuously fighting an unjust and cruel war that

has been imposed on it. Unfortunately, most recent developments in the

Far East conflict, and the arguments set forth to justify the invasion of

Cambodia, appear to the Government of Mali as fundamentally contrary to the

search for a negotiated peace and for respect for the sovereignty of

peoples.

"The Government of the Republic of Mali continues to believe that

negotiations 'in accordance with the Geneva Agreements of 195̂  cannot be

understood without the total and unconditional withdrawal of the troops of

the United States and its allies. It would then be up to the different

political groups of Viet-Nam, and not to foreign Governments, to prepare

for a restoration of peace and to negotiate, when the time comes, the

conditions for the reunification of Viet-Nam as a whole."

Mr. Palme. Sweden (A/PV.1871^ at page 12)

"The brutality of the war in Viet-Nam has shown how the fear of the

enemy and the routine of fighting can be transformed into contempt for

human beings. At the same time, violence can be made to seem impersonal

because it is inflicted from afar ani handled by electronic devices."
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Mr. Ribicid, Yugoslavia (A/PV.1875 at page $6)

"In South-East Asia, we are no closer to a solution based on respect

for the right of the Viet-Namese and other peoples of Indo-China to freedom

and self-determination; rather, military intervention has spread to include

other countries. This acts to prolong the suffering of the people and

multiply material destruction while, we are convinced, making even more

remote a solution resting on self-determination for the people of that area."
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Mr. Kase. Albania (A/PV.18T6 at pages 37/38)

"One cannot fail to recall in this connexion the persistent efforts

of the United States to make the United Nations intervene in Indo-China

so as to use it to camouflage, however slightly, its acts of armed

aggression and barbarous war against the peoples of Viet-Nam, Laos,

Cambodia and other peoples of the area, and also to bring to a successful

conclusion its fallacious manoeuvres and trickery regarding a "peaceful

settlement" of the Viet-Wamese question."

Mr. Bachev. Bulgaria (A/FV.l8?6 at page 62)

"The Bulgarian people have the greatest admiration for the heroism

of the Viet-Wamese patriots in their struggle against the American invaders

and their allies. At the same time, our people highly value the initiatives

taken by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam and the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam in order to achieve a political settlement

to the Viet-Namese problem.

"What is the position of the United States on this problem? Washington

also speaks of peace and of a political solution to the Viet-Wamese conflict.

However, instead of taking measures towards a peaceful settlement of the

Viet-Wamese war, the United States has not only intensified its aggressive

action against the Viet-Namese people, but is extending the war to Laos and

to Cambodia. It is inflicting death, ruin and suffering everywhere in

Indo-China. Despite the growing scope of the military activities of the

United States in Indo-China, United States aggression in South Viet-Nam is

foundering. The only reasonable conclusion to be drawn from this situation

is to take the bold initiatives mentioned by the Secretary-General, bold
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political initiatives aimed at a peaceful settlement of the Viet-Namese

conflict.

"One such "bold initiative, which is also a very realistic one, is

represented in the new proposals made by the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of South Viet-Nam which were recently submitted to the Paris

negotiations. This initiative, a very constructive one, offers possibilities

for a peaceful solution of the Viet-Namese conflict in order to halt the

war and to create a coalition government which would express the will and

safeguard the interest of the South Viet-Namese people, and to ensure

peace, stability and security which are so sorely needed by the long-

suffering South Viet-Namese people.

"The settlement of the Viet-Wamese conflict is a key to the solution

of all the problems of Indo-China. We can only regret that up to now

the Government of the United States has not appreciated the merits of this

initiative. Washington is persisting in its policy of force and its

belligerent intentions. It is obvious that the United States is not seeking

a peaceful solution to the conflict, but rather is seeking to continue the

war by means of the so-called "Viet-Namization" of the conflict."

Mr. Valdes. Chile (A/PV.1&76 at page 86)

" .... the war in Indo-China has become repugnant to the moral conscience

of mankind and must be brought to an end soon, with full self-determination

for the suffering peoples."

President Quid Daddah. Mauritania (A/PV.18T7 at pages 12/13)

"The dramatic and dangerous situation to which I have just referred in

Africa and in the Middle East, in which colonialism is making its last stand,

cannot allow us to forget the situation prevailing in South-East Asia, where
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the peoples of Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Korea in particular are the victims

of American imperialism, which is attempting to trample underfoot the

legitimate aspirations of these peoples, who are heroically struggling

for the triumph of their freedom and their dignity.

"Even if the situation in South-East Asia is not among those questions

being considered in the United Nations, it is nevertheless fair to welcome

efforts undertaken with a view to achieving peace, whether they be contacts

and dialogues among the plenipotentiaries and diplomats of all countries or

whether they be steps taken towards peace by our very esteemed Secretary-

General.

"If the meeting of the Paris talks has given rise to hopes, the absence

of positive results in the negotiations under way and the war operations being

waged by the American troops in Viet-Nam risk reducing the chances of peace

even further. The American intervention in Viet-Nam and foreign inter-

ference in the affairs of Korea constitute without any doubt a serious

threat to the maintenance of peace throughout the world. My country

considers that in this field the Organization has failed in discernment

and use of the United Nations flag in order to camouflage the presence of

foreign occupation troops in Korea.

"During this twenty-fifth anniversary, the peoples who have been able

throughout history to give true significance to the ideas of freedom and

democracy must recognise and admit the fact that the Korean people, without

any foreign interference, must be able freely to choose their own fate.

"Also, the intervention of American troops in Cambodia, formerly a

country of stability and non-alignment, constitutes a further threat to

peace in that part of the world."



- 66 -

Mr. Gromyko. U.S.S.R. (A/PV.1877 at pages 31/32)

"Let us take the events in Indochina. The United States of America

unleashed aggression against the Viet-Wamese people and is continuing it;

by its aims and its nature the war is still an American war. The main

question is whether the United States will leave the Viet-Namese people

alone, thus giving it a chance to settle its internal affairs by itself,

so that peace my come to Viet-Nam, or whether it will continue to use

force in an attempt to impose on the Viet-Namese people an order which it

is rejecting. That is how the matter stands.

"It is understandable, therefore, that when the American side submits

proposals which provide, not for an opportunity for the Viet-Namese people

to resolve their domestic problems without outside interference, but for

the consolidation in South Viet-Nam of the power of a regime that is alien

to the Viet-Wamese people — a regime that serves foreign interests — the

Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Wam and

the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nain should assess such

proposals as being aimed at continuing the war and they should treat them

accordingly. No one is entitled to expect anything else from them.

"If the United States of America wants to withdraw from Viet-Wam, why

does it not do so? Why is it extending the war and spreading it to

Cambodia and Laos? If there is a genuine desire for peace, why does the

United States not accept the proposals for a peaceful settlement?

"As for the Soviet Union, our country fully supports the proposals of

the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam

and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam for a peaceful

settlement. True to its international duty, the Soviet Union is rendering

and will render all the necessary assistance to our brothers, the people of

Viet-Wam, in their just and heroic struggle."
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Mr. Sato. Japan (A/FV.1877 at page 57)

"Turning our attention to the present state of international affairs,

we note with great regret that tension still exists in various parts of the

world, with armed conflicts frequently occurring in some areas. Especially

in the Indo-China peninsula, warfare has been going on for a number of years

since the end of the Second World ¥ar.

"However, the recent peace proposal made by President Nixon is both

comprehensive and concrete, and I should like to commend the courage and

sincerity of President Wixon in making this proposal and to welcome his

initiative for peace. I sincerely hope that this proposal will lead to

significant steps forward towards a peaceful settlement and that true peace

will be restored to the Indo-China peninsula at the earliest possible date."

Mr. Marshall, New Zealand (A/PV.1877 at page 72)

"As a practical and present application of these functions, it is

the hope of my Government, stated anew following President Nixon's most

recent peace proposals, that the United Nations can be associated in some

way with arrangements that may be worked out for international supervision

of a peace settlement in Indo-China."
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President Yahya Khan. Pakistan (A/PV.18T8 at pages 6-7):

"... Though the war in Indo-China has remained outside the purview

of the United Nations, it cannot "but cast a sombre shadow over all its

proceedings. For every day it continues without the people of Viet-Nam

being enabled freely to decide their future it destroys the confidence

of man in the present world order."

Mr. Yondon. Mongolia (A/PV.1878 at pages 28 to 51):

"... The most acute problem of the day is, as before, the United

States aggression in Viet-Nam. By their enduring and persistent

struggle against the imperialist interventionists, the Viet-Namese

people, who enjoy the broad political and material support of the

socialist countries and peace-loving forces, have proved the futility

of the policy of intervention and military interference in the affairs
it

of other nations. Military power, however great it may be, is not in

a position to thwart the irresistible historic process which is the

movement of peoples for national liberation end independent development

along the road of peace and progress. This testifies to the fact that

the Viet-Namese problem cannot be resolved by military means.

It is now more than two years since the Paris talks on Viet-Nam

began. The United States side assumes a heavy responsibility by rejecting

the constructive proposals put forward by the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of

South Viet-Nam — proposals which have as their aim the speedy settlement

of the Viet-Nam issue.

The position taken by the United States at the Paris talks makes it

very plain that the true meaning of the numerous statements and the so-

called peace proposals of the Nixon Administration are nothing more than

an attempt to keep and strengthen its positions in Indo-China.

The peace-loving nations, among them Mongolia, demand an unconditional

cessation of the war of aggression in Viet-Nam and of the armed

intervention in Cambodia and Laos, an immediate withdrawal of United

States troops and those of its accomplices from South Viet-Nam as well

as other parts of the Indo-Chinese Peninsula. Only on this basis will
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it be possible to ensure the inalienable right of the peoples of

Indo-China to mould their own destiny and thus to create conditions

for the establishment of a durable peace in South-East Asia.

Mr. Thorn. Luxembourg (A/PV.1878 at page 67):

"... Another conflict, which has been ravaging an innocent

people for many years, is the Viet-Nam conflict. We have always

thought that the only valid solution was a negotiation between all

the parties concerned, the objective of which would be to ensure

complete self-determination for the Viet-Namese people.

We have taken note with interest of the recent proposals of

President Nixon, which should make possible a progressive achievement

of that objective. For humanitarian reasons, it seems to me that an

immediate cease-fire should receive unanimous approval.

In the long run, our efforts should be directed at settling

disputes of a legal character through the intermediary of the International

Court of Justice as the main judicial organ on the world level. This

course should progressively become the rule, rather than being followed

— as it has up to now — in isolated and exceptional cases.

Mr. Malik. Indonesia (A/PV.1878 at page 76):

"... The effectiveness of the Geneva Agreement of 195̂  can thus

not be considered a valid reason for the Organization and its Security

Council to turn a blind eye to the war in Indo-China. Furthermore,

the ten-point proposal made by North Viet-Nam, as clarified in the

eight points forwarded last September by the Provisional Revolutionary

Government of South Viet-Nam, together with the five-point proposal of

President Nixon, all deserve serious study by the parties directly

involved in the conflict, in order to explore the possibilities of

reaching a mutually acceptable formula.

Mr. Baunsgaard. Denmark (A/PV.1879 at page 66):

"... The past year, unfortunately, brought no peace to South
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East Asia. The Danish Government welcomes the successive withdrawals

of United States troops, end I should like to avail myself of this

opportunity to urge that the policy of withdrawals "be pursued with

vigour. At the same time I express the hope that all parties to the

Viet-Nam conflict will intensify their efforts to reach a negotiated

solution."
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Mr. Marko. Czechoslovakia (A/PV.l88l at page IT):

"... In Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos war is raging, a war

unleashed by the aggressive forces of imperialism, and the hopes

of its end unfortunately seem to "be very remote. We believe that

the road towards a solution can be shown by the new proposals of

the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South

Viet-Nam and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

of 1? September 1970, submitted at the Paris talks. Czechoslovakia

sees in them a realistic and just solution which might be acceptable

to both sides, and we therefore fully support those proposals."

Mrs. Gandhi. India (A/PV.l88l at page hj):

"... Recently one set of proposals was made by President Nixon

on Viet-Nam, and another by the Provisional Revolutionary Government.

Some common ground must be found between the two proposals . We hope

that they are not regarded as final by either side. Perhaps an

agreement on the complete withdrawal of all foreign forces, beginning

with American forces, would lead to purposeful negotiations."

President Somoza, Nicaragua (A/PV.l88l at page

"... May I also address the congratulations of my country to

President Richard Nixon for his cease-fire proposal for Indo-China,

to allow the peoples to exercise self-determination in the search

for their own destiny."

President Mixon. United States (A/PV.1882 at page 32):

"... Finally, it is in the world interest to ensure that the

human rights of prisoners of war are not violated. In an address

earlier this month proposing a cease-fire in Indo-China, I called

for the immediate and unconditional release by both sides of prisoners

of war and innocent victims of the conflict. This is not a political

or a military issue. It is a humanitarian issue. The United Nations

should register its concern albout the treatment of prisoners of war

and press all adversaries in this conflict — indeed, in every

conflict — to honour the Geneva Convention.
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(at page

"... So let the grins fall silent and stay silent. In South-

East Asia, let us agree to a cease-fire and negotiate a peace."

President Tombalbaye, Chad (A/PV.1882 at page 1*2):

"... Today Viet-Nam is foundering, so to speak, in tremendous

"barbarism. Blood is flowing and gigantic structures are burning.

That murderous war, far from being confined to Viet-Nam, has spread

to Cambodia. This is a matter of concern to peace-loving man."

President Makarios, Cyprus (A/PV.1882 at page 62):

"... The war in Indo-China, which is causing so much suffering

and loss of life, would probably have been contained a long time ago

had the United Nations not been bypassed."

Mr. Bouteflika, Algeria (A/PV.1882 at pages 97-98):

"... But the Palestinian problem is unfortunately not the only

one; we find a problem of similar urgency in Asia. My remarks would

be incomplete indeed if I did not also refer to the situation which

prevails throughout South Asia where, in the Indo-China peninsula, the

problem of Viet-Nam has now been compounded by that of Cambodia.

When a situation continues indefinitely international opinion

seems to grow weary, its interest and its vigilance become dulled.

This could be the case in regard to the situation in South Viet-Nam

where a murderous war continues and where the destiny of a people is

at stake, a people whose heroism no longer needs to be lauded, but

which continues to pay the heaviest price for freedom. The war has

not stopped, although the Paris conference has been under way for a long

time and although the United States incessantly protests its desire for

peace while pursuing its policy of "Viet-Namization" of the war.

Two truths are however emerging from this tragic situation: the

first, that it is impossible to crush and annihilate the liberation

movement of South Viet-Nam; the second, that the National Liberation

Front is the most authentic representative of the vast majority
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of the South Viet-Namese people.

In proposing the Paris conference, the United States showed that

it recognized those two facts and, accordingly, the solution of the

problem might logically be expected to follow from that realistic

attitude. That solution, determined with the duly authorized

representatives of the National Liberation Front, should comprise,

in the first place, the evacuation of United States and allied troops,

the installation in Saigon of a Provisional Government representative

of tfee various tendencies of the population — therefore, in particular,

of the National Liberation Front — which Government would organize

free and democratic general elections, enabling the population itself

to decide its future. The problem of the reunification of Viet-Nam,

for its part, would be settled subsequently between the Governments

of North and South in accordance with procedures to be defined by them.

There would thus seem to be no obstacle to rapid agreement on

arrangements in conformity with the attitudes of the two principal

antagonists. It is therefore difficult to understand the Amer?>ari

equivocations, which appear to be based on Ideological considerations

or even on pressure brought to bear by the pseudo-Government of Saigon,

whose complete lack of representativeness is no secret to anyone.

The settlement of a situation which has deteriorated to this point

cannot be achieved through half measures. The eight-point programme

proposed in Paris on IT September last by the Minister for Foreign

Affairs of the Revolutionary Government of South Viet-Nam constitutes a

serious, practical and realistic contribution to a peaceful solution of

the South Viet-Nam problem. Moreover, the prestige of a great Power

like the United States of America is not at stake in the pursuit of

an unjust war against a small people which refuses to give up its

freedom; rather, it is establishing a real peace which would restore

to that people its dignity and its right to a peaceful life that would

enable them to bind up their wounds and to build again upon their ruins.

It is in the accomplishment of this mission that the true greatness of

a great nation like the United States resides."
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Mr. Jedrychowski, Poland - On behalf of the Eastern European Group

(A/PV.1883 at page IT):

"... Therefore, in the course of the present session of the

General Assembly, a majority of delegations demand that we finally

put an end to the armed conflict in the Middle East and Indochina,

caused by aggression, and that we strive for a peaceful political

settlement. To bring about cessation of those conflicts, bearing

in mind their dangerous political, social and economic consequences,

is today's most urgent task."
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AGENDA ITEM 9

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)

Mr. KOUN WICK (Cambodia) (interpretation from French): Before I

begin this speech I should like first of all on behalf of my delegation to

express our sorrow and condolences on the occasion of the death of

Ambassador Ramani of Malaysia.

On behalf of the Cambodian delegation, rlr. President, I am particularly

pleased to join with those other speakers who have spoken before me in

offering to you our warmest congratulations on the occasion of your election

to the high office of President of the twenty-fifth session of the

General Assembly. This election is specially significant because, through

your distinguished person, it is a tribute to the work done traditionally by

the Norwegian people for peace and international co-operation. I am sure

that, thanks to your long experience, your spirib of fairness and impartiality,

the work of this session will be conducted in a harmonious spirit and an

atmosphere of understanding and co-operation. It is also a pleasant duty for

me to pay special tribute to the President of the twenty-fourth session,

Ilrs. Angie Brooks-Randolph, whose competence and political wisdom were very

much appreciated.

It is also a pleasure for me to address, on behalf of the people and

Government of Cambodia, my most sincere congratulations to U Thant

who, for more than a decade now, has spared neither time nor effort to preserve

international peace and security and to promote justice and prosperity

in the world. ' The Cambodian people also sees in the personality of the

Secretary-Genral a man of peace and great Buddhist wisdom and we believe

firmly that the blessing of Buddha will always accompany U Thant in his work

of goodwill.

At this commemorative session of the General Assembly we must recognize that

the appeal contained in the United Nations Charter for peace and international

co-operation is every bit as necessary and urgent now as it was twenty-five

years ago. Therefore, it is the duty of all of us meeting here today to try

to find all possible ways and means capable of leading to a sincere and

equitable achievement of the aspirations which were expressed so solemnly and

with such faith at San Francisco.
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Notwithstanding its shortcomings, the United Nations continues to enjoy

a measure of influence in international events. lien of goodwill see in it

a guardian of peace and international security and a tireless promoter of an

era of peace and progress in justice for mankind as a whole. In countless

fields this Organization has scored real success. It can also be seen that

a glimmer of hope is beginning to emerge in the disarmament talks.
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My Government is also happy to welcome the initiatives taken at this session

to strengthen international peace and security. As a peace-loving people, victim

of a foreign invasion, it is, of course,, our keenest desire to see brought about

as soon as possible the withdrawal of the forces of aggression and the restoration

of peace in Cambodia.

I shall not go into the details of the events that have occurred recently in my

country. The United Nations, and the Security Council in particular, were

duly informed of these developments. However, let me present

a broad picture of the actual situation and the international position of

Cambodia, a picture which was in fact drawn by the Prime Minister,

General Lon Nol, in an open letter addressed to all heads of State on

3 September 1970> from which I shall now quote:

"The aggression against neutral, peace-loving Cambodia was unleashed

according to a well established plan by the Worth Viet-Namese, Viet-Cong

and Pathet-Lao invaders.

"A veritable silent invasion of our territory, since 1967 and during

1969 in particular, preceded this aggression. Aware of the implicit danger

to our true neutrality, and justly outraged by this growing infiltration of

Viet-Cong and North-Vietnamese forces on Khmer territory and the

offences committed by their troops, who acted like masters on our soil

and against our population, our people and youth on 8, 11 and 16 March 19yO

reacted in popular anti-Viet-Cong demonstrations.

"Prince Sihanouk, who was in France at the time, came out openly in

favour of his friends the Viet-Wamese communists who he himself had

allowed to set themselves up illegally in all the frontier regions bordering

on South Viet-Nam, he and his entourage even having sold them parcels of

land. Enraged at the events which had taken place, he described as traitors

the thousands of demonstrators who had called for the withdrawal of Viet-Cong

and North Viet-Namese troops. It was Khmer public opinion, and particularly

the youth and intellectual elite of the country, that called for the overthrow

of the dictator whose policy, which was absolutely contrary to the national

interest, had allowed the installation of foreign troops on *ur territory.
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"IThile on this point it might be recalled•that Prince Sihanouk was

actually acting as a dictator, having taken over all power since 1955>

and would not brook any opposition in whatever form. Any Khmer citizen '

not in agreement with his dictatorial policies he described as either

a "Red" or a "Blue", and they were compelled to silence if not actually

thrown into prison or executed on his orders. His overthrow on

18 March 1970 was therefore in strict accordance with the will of the people.

Virtually all the Khmers refused to endure any longer the dictatorship

of Prince Sihanouk and his treachery against the national interests of

our country to the advantage of the Viet-Cong and the Worth Viet-Namese,

and the abuses committed by him, his family and his entourage. His

overthrow was, furthermore, perfectly legal, having been proclaimed by

a unanimous vote of the National Assembly and the Council of the Kingdom

meeting in Congress. The Khmer Parliament had in I960 entrusted

Prince Sihanouk with the functions of Chief of State of Cambodia, and

those functions were withdrawn from him by the .same procedure that had

been used ten years earlier to give them to him.

"Three weeks later, on 11 April 1970, the people and youth, at

a great mass demonstration,expressed their desire to see the Republic

proclaimed and called for the abolition of the monarchy. Fully approving

this truly justified expression of the people's will, my Government

responded by lawfully preparing the change in regime desired by

the people.

"Meanwhile the armed aggression by Viet—Namese communists against

neutral, peace-loving Cambodia had already started. Our defense forces

were not at all prepared to resist that aggression because of the state

of weakness in which Prince Sihanouk had systematically kept them for

years by deliberately refraining from providing them with the means

necessary to defend our independence, neutrality and territorial integrity.

"But the inflow of large numbers of volunteers from all parts of the

population made it possible to increase our manpower gradually. At the

beginning, they amounted to only 30,000 men — that is when, on 29 March,

'the aggression of the Asian communists — North Viet-Wamese, Viet-Cong

and Pathet-Lao — started against our country. Our defense forces now

amount to 135,000 men, thanks to the ever-increasing number of volunteers,



RII/5 A/PV.1855
8

(Mr. Koun Wick, Cambodia)

while the enemy -forces, in spite of new reinforcements, have diminished

considerably "because of the heavy losses they suffered during their

vain offences against our capital and our principal towns. These facts

are extremely encouraging to us, and they make us certain of our final

victory over the invasion forces of Asian communism.

"Those successes have taught us a valuable lesson. They have made us

organize ourselves better in our struggle to repel the invaders. We have

learned a lesson which has been useful to us in building a modern

nation that will "be truly independent and neutral. The enthusiasm and

determination demonstrated "by our people, our youth,, our elite, our Buddhist

clergy and our army in the struggle against the enemy, and at the same time

in the preparations for the advent of the republican regime, are the best

evidence of our faith in victory and in the future of our nation.

"It is true that we are no longer alone, as we were in the early days

of our national resistance against the Worth Viet-Wamese and Viet-Cong

aggressors. Friendly countries have heeded our appeal and are providing

us with generous and unconditional aid. However, the fact that we are

receiving this aid, which is designed to strengthen pur defences, cannot

in any way be said to commit us to this or that bloc. Out of respect for

the Khmer people my Government is firmly determined to keep Cambodia on

the path of authentic neutrality. That is why we have not joined SEATO or

any other military pact. We intend always to follow a policy of strict

non-al ignment .

"But that was not true of Prince Sihanouk, who deliberately went over

to the side of our aggressors. That is why his phantom government, the

GRUNK, which was illegal because it was never empowered to act by the Khmer

Parliament, is only a screen used by the North Viet-Wamese, the Viet-Cong

and the Pathet-Lao to camouflage and continue their deliberate aggression

against my country. Created on 5 May 1970 — - that is, more than a month after

the commencement of the communist aggression against Cambodia — the phantom

government of Prince Sihanouk can under no circumstances claim to be neutral.

"That government is installed in the capital of a communist Power, by

which it is sustained. Moreover, it depends entirely on that Power. It has

joined a military pact concluded with the support of cpmmunist China,
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consisting of itself, north Viet-Nam, the Viet-Cong and the Pathet-Lao, at

the Indo-Chinese communist summit which took place on Chinese territory.

The former Chief of State of Cambodia clearly made it known in his

declaration in Peking that he intended to transform Cambodia into a

communist country closely aligned with the communist countries of Asia,

should those countries win the war in Indo-China,
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"Those are the facts which emerge from current events concerning

Cambodia and its people„ a people that aspires only to peace and justice.

That is why we regret very much to note that our struggle for a just

cause is still wilfully disregarded or misunderstood by some countries

members of the great international organizations, which on all

occasions invoke the ideals of peace, liberty, independence and

justice — but for themselves only and not for others..."

Therefore, to those nations and their representatives that, by selfish

interest, prejudice or political opportunism, still insist on distorting the

facts about my country when they speak in this Assembly, I should like on behalf

of my Government to issue a solemn indication to come to Cambodia to see for

themselves the reality of the aggression of which the Khmer people is now the

victim. Notwithstanding our present difficulties, we would make it our duty to

give them a welcome worthy of their prestige and good faith and to furnish them

with irrefutable proof of this aggression, which we intend to resist with all

our strength, with all our resources, in order to preserve our independence,

our neutrality and our territorial integrity.

The representative of Albania spoke of resistance and the liberation war

of the Cambodian people. I must point out to him that if there is resistance

it is precisely that which we are conducting now against the foreign invasion

by the Viet-Cong, the North Viet-Namese and their allies.

The representative of Albania also talked of a coup d'etat and described

the legal Government of Cambodia as a clique taking up agaia, in the name of

someone who was absent, the same distortions of the truth and specious

arguments that had already been used. As I said before, there was never a

coup d'e'tat and Prince Norodom Sihanouk was deposed legally within the legal

constitutional procedures. The only change that took place had to do with the

person of the Chief of State.
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The Government presided over by General Lon Nol was formed by

Prince Norodom Sihanouk himself in October 1969, and it enjoys the unanimous

support of the people.

As for the so called popularity of the Prince,, it was a fiction even before

his deposition, "but it was totally annihilated on the day when, in a spirit of

petty vengeance and in the hope of regaining power, Norodom Sihanouk appealed

to foreign troops to invade his own country.

Only a dictatorship can support another dictatorship. Authentic socialism

could not support the retrograde feudalism of the few against the democratic

aspirations of a whole people; despotism and a system of corruption and

venality of those in authority — a system worthy of the Middle Ages — against

a revolution waged in order to gain liberty, equality and social justice.

Cambodia., a ilember of the United Nations, is now the victim of overt

aggression perpetrated without justification by the Viet-Cong, the Worth

Viet-Wamese and their allies. From the very beginning of that aggression the

Government of Cambodia, in accordance with the terms of the United Nations Charter

and the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ -s appealed for a peaceful solution of this

matter. Appeals were addressed to all the countries of the world without

exception, as well as to the United Nations.

Those appeals proved useless and our people are very puzzled about the

sincerity of the desire for peace that everybody seems to be proclaiming so

loudly. Fortunately, eleven countries of South-East Asia and the Pacific —

Australia, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Laos, Malaysia, New Zealand,

the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and the Republic of Viet-Nam — decided

not to abandon us to our sorry fate. In accordance with the provisions of the

United Nations Charter and at the brave and praiseworthy initiative of Indonesia,

a conference of the Foreign Ministers of those eleven countries, on the subject

of Cambodia, the victim of unjustified aggression, took place in Djakarta on

16 and 17 May 1970, with fairly encouraging results.

I shall simply quote a few points from the joint communique1 published in

Djakarta on 17 Hay 1970:
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Point 5: "Animated by a common desire to help restore peace and calm in

Cambodia in particular and in South-East Asia in general, the Foreign

Ministers reaffirmed the commitment of their countries to the Purposes

and Principles of the United Nations Charter concerning the present

problem, particularly the Article of the Charter which advocates a

solution of all disputes among nations by peaceful means. They also

recalled the Declaration of the Bandung Conference of Afro-Asian countries

in April 1955S having particularly in mind the principles concerning

respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity and the non-

intervention in the internal affairs of other States".

Point 6: "The Foreign Ministers recognized the desire of the Cambodian

people to maintain a position of neutrality and non-alignment in

international affairs and to be free to manage their own affairs. Reviewing

the situation in Cambodia, the Foreign Ministers noted, however, with deep

anxiety the serious worsening of the situation in that country which, in

the long run, would endanger peace and stability in the whole of South-East

Asia. They unanimously expressed the view that the future of Cambodia

should be determined by the Cambodian people itself without foreign

interference and in conformity with the declared Cambodian policy of strict

neutrality and non-alignment, as set forth by the Government in its

Declaration of 1957 and reaffirmed several times since then. In this

respect ifchey recalled the promises of the parties to the

Geneva Agreement of 195̂  and of other countries concerned to respect the

sovereignty,neutrality, unity and territorial integrity of Cambodia and

to refrain from any interference in the internal affairs of that country."

Point J: "In the light of those considerations, the Foreign Ministers

strongly urge that all acts of hostility should cease immediately and

that all foreign forces should be withdrawn from, the territory of Cambodia;

that all parties should respect the sovereignty, independence, neutrality

and territorial integrity of Cambodia and refrain from interfering in the

internal affairs of that country, in order to enable the Cambodian people

to solve their own problems by peaceful means of their choice, without

any interference or pressure from outside; that the co-Chairmen and
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participants in the 1954 Geneva Conference and the members of the International

Control Commission on Cambodia created by the Conference should

consult together and co-operate to reactivate that Commission;

that the participants in the Geneva Conference of 1954 and all

other interested parties should consult together in order to arrive at

a consensus for the convening in the near future of an international

conference for the purpose of finding a just, peaceful and effective

solution to the present situation."

Point 8: "The Foreign Ministers decided to convey their views and

recommendations to the United Nations. In doing so, they expressed the

hope that all Members of the United Nations would thus be able to

assess the gravity of these problems and offer their good offices to

bring about a peaceful solution of the Cambodian problem by convening

an international conference on the lines suggested by the Secretary-

General of the United Nations and others."
Point 9: "The Foreign Ministeres asked three of their members, the Foreign

Ministers of Japan, Malaysia and Indonesia, urgently to begin negotiations

among themselves and with others, as well as with the co-Chairmen of the

Geneva Conference, in order to begin discussions with the Secretary-General

of the United Nations and the President and members of the Security Council,

with a view to action being taken by the United Nations. They

asked the Ministers to report on the results of their efforts to the

Governments represented at this conference. They authorized the

President of the Conference to consult those Governments and other

interested countries about the possibility of making further demarches in order

to bring about a peaceful solution."
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The people and the Government of Cambodia wish, through me, to pay a

solemn tribute to all the peoples and the friendly countries which have

come to our aid, as well as those who agreed to come to Djakarta to try and

find a solution to the serious difficulties with which, quite unfairly,

Cambodia has had to grapple for some time now. By acting in this manner,

those peoples and countries fully met their obligations under the United

Nations Charter. The people of Cambodia ask nothing more than respect for

its independence, neutrality and territorial integrity, and would like

the United Nations, that is the General Assembly and the Security Council,

to act in an appropriate manner so as to restore peace promptly in Cambodia,

a just peace to which a Member of the United Nations, a victim of a deliberate

act of aggression, is fully entitled.

Without doubt, there are those who are of the opinion that in cases

where one of the parties is not a Member of the United. Nations the

Organization cannot intervene directly and effectively. In actual fact,

however, what we are talking about in Cambodia is a genuine threat to

international peace, a deliberate and clear act of aggression. And against

States which remain outside the United Nations we find in Chapter VII of the Charter

Articles ki and h2. which can be applied effectively for the defence,

maintenance and restoration of peace in Cambodia, that is, pressure may be

applied by Member States on the State non-Member of the United Nations

which has committed the aggression, including the severance of various kinds

of relations with that State — the breaking off of diplomatic relations,

collective demonstrations or blockade by air, sea or land forces of Members

of the United Nations.

There are other ways and means for the peaceful settlement of disputes,

the important point being to find as rapidly as possible a solution to put an

end to the present situation in Cambodia which is a breach of the peace and

an act of aggression by foreign forces against a peaceful country in

disregard of the sacred principles of international law.
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I must also emphasize that according to the evidence even of diplomats

and of journalists from foreign countries living temporarily in Cambodia,

there is no rebellion of the Khmer people or civil war. The proof that

those who are now spreading war and destruction in Cambodia are foreign

invaders, that is to say, Viet-Cong, North Viet-Namese and Pathet Lao,

is clearly demonstrated "by the fact that they did not openly begin their attacks

until 29 March 1970, whereas the so-called National United Front of

Kampuchea and the so-called Royal Government of National Union of Kampuchea

of Norodom Sihanouk were created only a month later, after the so-called

"summit conference of the Indo-Chinese peoples", held on Chinese territory.

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, who is still in Peking, persists in having

people believe that he is supported by partisans who are new supposed

to have control of two-thirds of Cambodia, according to him. If that is the

case, why is it that the deposed Prince continues to take shelter in Peking

instead of setting up his so-called Government in what he describes as

"the liberated parts of Cambodia"?

Another proof that the present war is clearly an act of aggression by

Viet-Congs, North Vietnamese and their allies against Cambodia and not a

civil war was provided recently,also by foreign journalists who were

captured and subsequently released and some of whose colleagues were murdered

in cold blood in Cambodia by the Viet-Cong and the North Viet-Namese,

since they were considered to be embarrassing witnesses by the Viet-Cong

and the North Viet-Namese.

Journalists the world over were deeply shocked by this and some even

called for United Nations intervention to ensure that such barbarous acts

will not be renewed against members of the Press.

Let me recall here that Viet-Cong and North Viet-Namese troops

of Angkor Vat, gems of Khmer architecture represj

an ancient civilia>a-an. which are the cultural properties^jaertT'only of

Cambodia but of mankind as aTrtKxLe. In disregar^s^Hhe provisions of

the 195̂  Hague Convention for the pro£g&Ŵ n"of cultural properties in cases

of armed conflict — Cambodia: is one of th^-signatories of that

Convention—theiVi^fe-<rong and North Viet-Namese troops, wrElr©«±any qualms,

simplycj3«irerted our monuments into sanctuaries so as to escape our


