
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

29 May 1997

Dear Mr. Hayashi,

Upon my return to New York, I am writing to
express my appreciation for the opportunity to meet
with you during my visit to Japan earlier this month.
I attach great importance to enhancing ties between
the United Nations and parliamentarians, who are
increasingly prominent players on the international
scene. You serve as essential links between the world
Organization and the world public, building
understanding and support for United Nations goals and
activities.

As we discussed, the United Nations is at a
crucial juncture in its history. I am pursuing with
utmost seriousness a comprehensive effort aimed at
reshaping and revitalizing the Organization so that it
can better meet the complex challenges of today and of
the new millennium. The reform process may well see
Japan become a permanent member of the Security
Council, as your group wishes, but that is a decision
for the Member States to take.

On questions that do fall within my authority,
I am taking steps 'in areas that your group identified
as major concerns -- strengthening the Centre for
Human Rights; accelerating the advancement of women in
all realms of life; and enhancing the Organization's
programmes in the economic and social areas. In July,
I will be presenting to the General Assembly a major
report on some of the more fundamental questions of
reform. I urge you to closely follow the ensuing
discussions, and to make your views known.

Mr. Yoshiro Hayashi
President
Parliamentarians' League for the
Promotion of United Nations Activities

Tokyo



Thank you once again for your strong expression
of support for the world Organization and for your
generous offer of assistance. I look forward to
working with you in the years ahead as, together, we
confront a range of urgent, common challenges.

Yours sincerely,

Kofi" A. Annan




