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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

3 February 2015

Excellency,

I would like to thank you for your kind invitation to co-chair the High Level
Conference on Ebola that will take place in Brussels on Tuesday, 3 March 2015,
together with the Presidents of Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Togo, as well as
with a high-level representative of the African Union Commission.

I welcome this timely initiative, as the situation in the Ebola-affected countries
seems to be improving, yet still requires a high level of commitment in order to
eradicate the disease and recover from the crisis. The Conference will be an
invaluable opportunity for all parties engaged in the response to take stock of the
situation and to identify the most appropriate way forward. I am pleased that the
United Nations will co-chair such an important event for the well-being of the affected
communities.

The European Union has already played a significant role, together with the
United Nations and key international partners, in showing the path to an effective
response. The financial, human and political support provided by the European Union
and its Member States are key contributions to the implementation of the strategy
proposed by the United Nations to stop the disease, treat the infected and provide
essential services. The strategic priorities for the response have shifted as the nature
of the outbreak has evolved. The focus now is on ensuring well-distributed capacity
for population surveillance to identify persons who may have Ebola, rapid
investigation to confirm whether or not they are infected, and the deployment of teams
capable of in-depth investigation and the provision of necessary care including referral
to a treatment centre.

We are all in agreement that a primary goal after the outbreak has subsided is
to work towards better health-care systems and socioeconomic conditions, so as to
restore pre-Ebola opportunities and prevent future outbreaks. I am pleased to hear that
the European Union participated in the Ebola Recovery Assessment process, together
with the World Bank, the African Development Bank Group and the United Nations
system, under the leadership of the United Nations Development Programme. We
have initiated together a process that is inclusive, integrated and led by the
governments of the affected countries. I look forward to the report, which will be
the result of this process, by the end of February 2015.
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I have, therefore, asked Ms. Helen Clark, Administrator of the
United Nations Development Programme, to represent me at the High Level
Conference on Ebola and to co-chair on behalf of the United Nations. She will
be supported by Dr. David Nabarro, my Special Envoy on Ebola.

I look forward to our successful cooperation for the preparation of this
important conference. Similar letters have been sent to Commissioners Stylianides
and Mimica.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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His Excellency

Mr. Christos Stylianides

European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid
and Crisis Management
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