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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

4 April 1997

Dear Mr. President,

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction
will enter into force on 29 April 1997. It means that this historic
disarmament agreement, which was negotiated within a multilateral
framework and expresses the will of the international community to
eliminate an entire category of weapons of mass destruction, will finally
become international law.

So far the Convention has been ratified by 70 countries from all
regions of the world. Among them are big industrialized nations and
small developing countries, all of them equally convinced of the benefits
that this treaty will bring to themselves, to their regions and to the world
at large. But the key to the success of the Convention is the achievement
of its universality. Whilst the timely adherence of the two major
chemical weapons possessors is of critical importance at this stage, I
consider it also very important that other nations that have already
committed themselves to the goals of this treaty by having signed it
speed up their ratification processes and finalize internal preparations for
its implementation. Doing this before the entry into force of the
Convention will not only give these countries a say in the setting up of
the new organization to oversee the implementation of the Convention -
the OPCW - but also help ensure that the treaty regime has a truly
international character.

His Excellency
Cde. Robert G. Mugabe
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe
Harare



I am planning to fly to The Hague in order to open the first session
of the Conference of States Parties which starts its work on 6 May this
year, and I would very much hope to see Zimbabwe among the full
members of the OPCW contributing to the challenging work of setting in
motion the most comprehensive disarmament regime developed so far.

By this letter I am appealing for your leadership and personal
involvement in finalizing the ratification process in Zimbabwe.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

Kofi A. Annan




