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Dear Mr. Riza,

Please allow me to thank you for your valuable support for the obstetric fistula proposal submitted
tojthe^United Nations Trust Fu^loFTIurnan"Security! We"are pleased to inform you that the agreement
was signed by the UN and UNFPA, which will enable Mali, Nigeria and Pakistan to increase the scale of
their interventions to address fistula treatment and prevention, helping to renew hope and dignity to the
many women who currently suffer from this condition in silence.

As you are aware, the Global Campaign to End Fistula was launched by UNFPA in 2003 in
response to emerging evidence of the devastating impact obstetric fistula has on women's lives. The
Campaign includes interventions to prevent fistula from occurring, treat women who are affected and help
women who have undergone treatment to return to full and productive lives. The Global Campaign
involves a wide range of partners and supports close to 30 countries in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia
and some Arab states. Through this global effort, it is hoped that obstetric fistula will eventually be as rare
in Africa and Asia as it is in industrialized countries today.

To date, there has been a good response from the donor community to the Campaign to eradicate
fistula, including contributions from the Governments of Australia, Austria, Canada, Finland,
Luxembourg, New Zealand and Switzerland. Additionally, support for the Campaign has broadened to
include individuals, Foundations and the corporate sector. During the past six months, UNFPA has
developed partnerships with Virgin Unite, the charitable arm of Virgin Management, and Young &
Rubicam, one of the world's largest advertising agencies. Both companies have agreed to provide in-kind
media and marketing support to raise awareness for the Campaign to End Fistula, further increasing
UNFPA's visibility within the UK. These fruitful collaborations will bring public attention to the issue,
provide growing momentum for the Campaign and will enable UNFPA to successfully support many
countries in their efforts to prevent and treat fistula.

Mr. S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet
Under-Secretary-General
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, New York 10017
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I thank you again for the support you have given UNFPA in this critical area of work. Together, our
efforts will lead us toward a day when safe and successful childbirth is a real prospect for all women.

i J.M. Henkin
Deputy Executive Director
(Management)
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