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Dear Mr. Talbot,

On behalf of Mr. Malloch Brown, I would like to thank you for
your letter of 7 September 2006 informing him about some of your recent
interactions with the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS).

I would also like to inform you that we have forwarded your letter to the
office of Dr. Peter Piot, Executive Director of UNAIDS for their further action.

Yours sincerely,

Paolo Galli
Principal Officer

Office of the Deputy Secretary-General

Mr. John R. Talbott
President
Africans Against AIDS, Inc.
Bardstown

SEP 2 7 2006
i

._ i



John R. Talbott
President - Africans Against AIDS, Inc.

207 W. Beall, Bardstown, KY 40004 USA
www.AfricansAgainstAIDS.org

Dr. Mark Malloch Brown
United Nations
UN Headquarters
46th Street and First Avenue
New York, New York 10017

September 7, 2006

Dear Dr. Mark Malloch Brown:

For the Jast six weeksj have been trying to get basic historic data on HIV/AIDS
"prevalence rates by country from Dr. Peter Ghys, the head of the Epidemic Monitoring
and Prevention Group at UN AIDS. Finally, this week he told me he was not going to
give me access to the data.

I am a researcher and former UCLA scholar who has written extensively on developing
country poverty. I am ir^the middle of writing a research paper on how to prevent AIDS
from spreading throughout a country by focusing on the prostitute communities around
the world. We have very good preliminary results that seem to suggest that the reason
that Africa has been hit so hard with HTV7AIDS is that it, on average, has four times as
many prostitutes as the other regions of the world and they are four times as infected with
the HIV/AIDS virus.

I have shared some of my initial research with Dr. Ghys as he was unwilling to provide
me access to the prevalence data by country withpirt seeing what I was up to. I
understand the sensitivity of the data and I have assured him I will not publish the data,
only use it in regressions. "~

Dr. Ghys is confused as to what his job is. He is critiquing research ideas like he is the
editor of a research journal and then deciding if he thinks the research deserves his giving
it access to basic data, jlis comments on my work were not only^ insulting and rude'jhey

jwere absolutely wrong and off base. The worst thing you can do to basic research is to
put a gatekeeper at the beginning, like Dr. Ghys, who makes decisions based on faulty
logic and personal politics and prejudice.
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How can we have effective research on a virus that is killing millions if UNAIDS does
"not"make the 6aslc"Eata available to researchers? It does not seem right that Dr. Ghys
decides who should get the data and who should not. Especially because Dr. Ghys is
using the same data to publish papers under his own name in the research community.

"That is one way to avoid critiques of your work - don't let anyone else have access to the
data.

I have wasted six weeks of my valuable time waiting for Dr. Ghys to make a decision on
this and he now says he will not give me access to the data. While he went on a two-
week trip to Canada for a three-day AIDS conference and then took an additional two
weeks vacation, during which he refused to check his emails, another 200,000 people
became infected with the HTV/AIDS virus.

Of course, the worst thing about anyone having to deal with the good Dr. Ghys is that he
has a way of killing any enthusiasm one feels for doing research in the area. One is left
with the impression that if UNAIDS doesn't care to promote research on the subject of
how to prevent HIV/AIDS, why should anyone else care.

I hope you can get to the Executive Director of US AIDS, Dr. Peter Piot, and make him
understand that Dr. Ghys is operating his own personal fiefdom witiiin his department.
Such politicalTDehavior is terrible within any organization, but within UNAIDS it has
devastating circumstances the world over. Dr's Piot and Ghys are both Belgian so maybe
Dr. Piot can get through to Dr. Ghys and get him to see the damage he is doing
worldwide.

Thank you for your time. Please do not feel a need to replyjp me directly on this matter
as I certain you are extremely busy, but a note or phone call to the top people at UNAIDS
would be greatly appreciated. '

Sincerely,

JohnWTalbott
President
Africans Against AIDS




