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H RUSSELS GARRISON 
16D e U Congr S 

BRUSSELS 

14 October 19450 

To : Chief of ti.ssion., 
u11RRA !Jission to Belgium 
18, and Place, BRUSSELS 

Subject : DP Cent-re - Chateau J ambert . 

Dea s· ., 

1. O\·dng to the cessation of le se lend, t 
a ove centre, h ving con 1 tea the object for hich it 
was f ormea, ;-rill e closed dom,. by 5 nov. 45 . 

2. Th re fore , yo Uiir a t 
for redeployn. nt f'rom that date . 

,ill be avilable 

3o The Co de u sels ison, it:adier 
G. 7 oBo Tnrleton, CBE, DSO, l'-'C . ha asl ed me t exp..,.ess 
his thanks -Por the good ork that Lt Col . foJ.1 and his 
team have doneo He appreciates t fact that the success 
of the Centre ha been due to the eff rts de by them 
and that the difficult conditions met with were overoo 
by their energy o 

BAOR 
O!IMf/FJC 

O:>py : UiffiRA Offic r , H .L o C 

Ms . • 
DADO.A 

HQ BRUSSELS RRISON 
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OJPI -

To: 

Sub jeot: DP Centre -

Sir, 

2. 
or ;-edeplo 

HQ IRUSSELS GARRIS(!{ 
16, rue au Oongrea 

BRUSSELS 

14 October 19450 

bert. 

rr te n will be avilable 

t the suooesa 

Jar 
DADCA 

HQ BRUSSELS GARRI~ 

Oopy to: UNRRA ON'ioer, H .Lo 0. 
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L'C/DEB 

W. P. Jrathllll Esq., 
U.N.R.R.A., 

~TFIL 

21st July, 1945. 

Grand Place 18, 
Brussel, Belgium. 

Dear .:;)ir, 

I am formally acknowledging your letter 
to D.D.G. Operations, E.R.o. of the 5th July, 
1945, now, although appropriate aotion s taken 
at once on a.11th matter you rai d • 

. The question of the Team for th D.P. Camp 
at Bruse ls has be n dealt with in a separat 
letter, so I need say no more. 

As regards Item 2, the question of Identity 
pap rs for teams from Granvill a taken up by 
me with 21st Army Group, and a.re a■ ured that 
this is being remedied. 

Item 3 - I under tand, is now cleared -
I hope to your satisfaction. 

As r garde Mr. Vandevelde, a oable wa sent 
by Mr. Kettle before hiF departure confirming his 
appointment in Holland. 

As re s the queation of the transfer 
of Granville, it ha been deoid d to transfer it 



rathall E~g. 21st July. 1945. 

and prerarations are, as you· are aware, under way. 
The necessity of your being kept well advised of 
such moves into your teITitory is fully appreciated, 
and it 11 be kept well in mind. 

Yours faithfully, 

L •• Charley, Lt. Col. 
Ast. Deputy Director, 
German &: Austri D. P . Ops •• ...Br • 

-

• 
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I.7th July 1 4;5. 

ur let 
oft e 

ndine 
inst uctiono 
to d.ir ct 

I leave the tter to cu ntirely. 

I woold be 

Cold you also send otatistioal 
data of t he population of' t is com , i.e. br aka.own 
by nationality, e grou , s x, to. 

Y Ul5 sinoerely, 

• Gibbons. 
asi ist t D ty Dir otor General 

i , 
1 

Dis laced P r ons Di vision. 
d' Place, Bruwu s. 
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Wt2~880/2408 

2,250,00-0 8/H 

JC&SLtcf 
,p788/2Q8 

(AIIOIMll!AN) 

Code 5-SS-0 

To: 
Fro 
17. 7.45 . 

• e . D.P . Camo· - C :rnteau L8"ibert -
Brussels 

1 . At t e request of the Brussels Garr::.son l ilitary 
Authorities , IBJR accepted to run a caJrrj of D.Ps . con..,ist · g 
of alleged British , colonial and .A:. •• erican sub~e cts . 

2. The C.icf of the ission,Belgium , selec ted 
one of t.e U! teom.s raiting in the t-ransit centre of 
Louvain to run t e ca..-:Ip . T e Direcor of the team is British . 

3. 

4. 
teo:a ::.ro..n 

The tea is do·ne a. ood job. 

:r-. 
e U • • 

I 

ilrathall asked if' we in ,ended to sent a 
I 

rep ose ~ending h.'....~ t~ e at ... ac ed l e t t er. 

A. Delierneu:c. 

1 
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• - 0: COL. C 

_,_ OJ: : • JO ~O •• 

ould you please a vise us ,'hat ction is taken on 
this file., also let us have co ;y of report sent to • r . 
,rathall . 
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Wt248fl8/2408 

2,250,000 8/44 
JC&SLtd 

Gp781/2Q8 
(RIKGIMEAN) 

Code 5-SS-0 

Reference .. ___ _/2 £? ~-

I E ED 

of Colonel C.1arley I _ oned to t,1e C ief of 
... ission, :00. to let e know ,;mat instructi ns 

b en given to atcrson at Granville to uend ~o 
team.for the se hly Centre neru.· Brussels and su estcd 

he s ould J? one to Granville to ask tp.e Director of the 
tea"'!l to co .. e to Brus els at once to ut irJ.self at his· disposal. 

1) 
t all told e/that there as aJ.read an UNlli Team in the 

Asse ly Centre - one of t ose whicn ,rere waitin at Louvain ( transit 
centre) to ro~eed to Germany. 

~·e Di!ector oft e team is a British Subject . The team had done 
its job ver efficiently. 

2 He insisted ver r stronzly that a s. all ount ~nt 
be sent t once fro:. Gr ville to Bru::i..,els, ecause he ,1as a lot 
of trouble dth the te coming t.J.ro 1 vi th insufficient equi . ent , 
or ieces . f eq_u pme:nt which hac. to e re lacecl. Each ti e he had 
to ap roach e ilitary aut~orities to hel_ him out . T' ese 
authorities re up::iet because illL lA could not beu:::- its mm 
res onsibilities . 

is 
I ~e asked Colonel Charle· if it/.o...,si le to ive instructions 

to Granvi ... le to s nd t .. e clo"- ing eq i. ent rurl ed for to B:r ssels 
to be ut at t e di ... o...,al of t e .tlssion. 



To: 
From: 

1 • Delierneux 
T.T. Scott 

This file has been sent to me but should, I imagine, have gone to 
you. Ho ,ever, since it is here, I should like to make the foll ng 
observations. 

(a) I don't follow the argument that we cannot send. a team to 
Brussels for this particular job unless it is called forward by 
SHAEF Main. Surely this is carrying red tape to ridiculous 
lengths. And it isn't is if we hadn't got enough teams; I 
was under the impression that we had more already than 'le could 
absorb properly. 

(b) I would leave in Brussels the team hich l • athall alr y 
has at work there, so long as it is capable of doing the job and 
is willing to stay there. I say "if they are illing to ther 
because after all they ere formed and trained for Germany and 
may kick about being held in Brussels. If the whole team or 
part of it proves unsuitable, replace it from Granville or from 
the new Base Depot to be organised at Brussels. T'ne most en 
do as regards SBAE:F is to tell them we have taken some people fro 
Granville or Louvain or wherever it may be for this particular 
job. e have so to speak "stolen" one of the teams intend fo 
Germany, for this job, and so e should tell SHAEF accordingly. 

( c) I can' t see any need to send a special t earn fran England. 

'i "1 . . &,e 

1 £. July 1 945. 



• UNITED AT!ONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

. "3e~ _-

-

-

Brussels , 13th July 1945. Spo.}\.JV,), 

'l'O: D. D.G. Qperat.ions, .ci . R .O. London 

Frora : . P . 

re: UNR 

'l' L? Belgian .ission 

t.eam f'or DP camp a't Chateau La,nb rt 
Brussels 

-

your cable o. 62 ( uncle ing f'our f'our eigh't one 
naugh&) duly received. This conf'irms r. ::::>elierneux' 
telephone conversation i th me yesterday, infor1aing 
me that a team was being sent up from Granville in 
or er to take over the above camp. 

I confir my previous memo vO you of the 10th inst. 
on thi subject, by which I inf'ormed you that as the 
atter was so urgent, I had been forced to send a 

team from Louvain to take over this camp. BY the time 
the new team arrives in Louvain, I shall be in a 
osition to 1:no, whether the tea now at Chateau 

Lar. bert is going to vurn out sat isfactor:ily. If iv 
does, there is really no reason why this team should 
not continue. However I will d cide this matter and 
whichever team is not retained for the Chateau La bert. 
cap, will automatically go Eorward t.o Germany in the 
sa way as the other teams from Granville. 

r entioned this to r. Delierneux and he informed 
.et at the decision would be lefu in my hands. 

• • 
2 vUL 1045 Chief 

U.N.R.i . . ':Y.) 
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1 JUL 1945 
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Despatched 

'.::10 P.1 T""'" tSOl I 

., .. • TTLE • 

Lru:ibert Jrussels hous· 209 10 e~d childre 

and abo:.it 0 all ages clai · ritish, 

e to o d. :ri.o d U • • at:o .al:ti ·s. 

be co o~ed o: ritish 

under r:tish n: ·ector. 

erso el 

ctio s , doctor , 

r.m:se, w lfare, stores , t c.rive s . Str g-

.rilled., b oa .:i. d.ed U.:.:.r ctor ec ss y . 

~.:.rst class te es::::e tial. Pl a e prt; are 

pe di g call" g fo. rard orde • lL . t . 
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~ Despatched 

·ttt:ntion • i.THALL. 

.Assembl r Centre Teem for Brussels to deal 

with alleged British, etc., Displaced 

ersons vtlll be ready in Granville on the 

order. You are requested to expedite the 

issue of such order through S 
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ACTI N PY 
:?OR INFCE 1.TION ONLY: 

DIVISIONi..L DISTRIDUTION· 

J~CTION: :Iis,. Gibbons 

SHJlEF .1/...IN (sgcl, SGLl.F) cite SHGE .•• t0 ••• 21st i.'ur.y Group for :·rr/Gov. 

I ,. S-95751 . 

--------------

nnd U ~ ~L. for Schlee. 

INFO TO: Ui: BASE FOR :JNRRA 
ff"lr ,Cettle. · · ·T~- · ·r 

SHAEE' 2USSION BELGTuH FOR UNR.Rk. 

Dated 
Rec'd 

7th July, 1945, 
eth July, 1945. 

( 1) UNRRl.. Londr.:n inf"n .• us tl1E' .. t :'r u::scls Garr:.son C'Jc:1an er asked 
for uNRPJi .-,.ssenbly Tenn for uor;.: in Displo.ced Persons Co..':!p Chnteau 
La.-:1bert :Urussels, ·h nsinc ,:--crsms clainin· U.S. or ~ritish Nationality~ 

(2) ncqu~st cleara1,ce fr-,r1 y ur •.eaJ.quartcrs to call for.vo.rd UNRRA a -m fron Granville fr,r o.ssi1Snr1cnt t') .J!USSCls Cru:.1p, o.s it is assur.1cd 
. ~o that the gnrrison there is 1r:.tiGh ~nctallation. 

(3) Re assienr1ent of tea. 1 11crsonncl o.lrcac'y :i.n y'Jur E'..rca. not objected 
to if ynu pr~fer, 

(4) F-,llowin,c: te,a• pcr~nnncl requested; Jritish and U.S. Ifation!llity only, 
con >ctent to ru:!..'"'linist r cl fare, Disciplina..vy, . !cdical, Fr,d distribution 
e..nd Tro.nsport activities. 

Elffi. 

-----
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U IfED 1 .\f!O ·s RELIEI D REH Ull!,ITATI0 

,. U. . R.R. A. 

7/~ V 
Grand ' Pl ce 18 

.?t uuly 

... o: .G. Operations, .u • .o. London i . 
:From: .P. rrathall, 1 .:.an ission 

for the of 

ti h reference to my report dated 
to ajor Brokenshire , I 
send it across ith him ana therefore, I no 
the ot er points I had in mind . 

D:\llNIS'J'RAflO~ 

n't' l O ' 
BRU 'SEL 

1945. 
./ 

1. camp in Brussels for ·ch the arm.y have ask 
supply an U.1 R..: team 

I confirm having told you on the telephone on uesday 
t _at I had seen .. aj or Collins of Brussels Garrison and t at 
they had no been successful in obtaining the pr mi cs they 
required and ished to op n the camp on onday ext . Furth r, 
t1ey wish that U _ should take it over from the outset and 
for this reason, they asked 1nether the team could not be sent 
over quickly, especially the director . 

I note from v..r . Rhati an that thi c not be done until 
~ ain put in a definite request for a team for this camp 

and give the necessary move ent orQer. s you kno, I accepted 
· .tis as I thought it v·as a ood thing for U .A and I got your 
backing hen I ·as in ondon . 

I am able to fi din Belgium a doctor, velfare officer and 
nurse but I must have a director ho must be British. Can you 
not ~her fore send me someone ove during the eek- end and e 
can then go ahead '· i tt. hat other staff I have h re in Bel iurn . 
I do not ant to let the Brussels Garrison p ople down as t~ey 
are counting on our being able to help them out . I phoned ajor 
Collins and told him that ;e could do not ·ng until SH.I\ F ain 
gave the movement order to ondon and he undertook to get busy on 
it . · _at I do ant to kno is hat er you have the director ready 
to come . 

I am sen ing this over ith r . Anker and I ~hould be glad 
if you would telenhone me on receipt the exact pos~tion as I 
have un ertaken to do t~is ·ork for the Brussels Garrison and I 
do not ·ant you to let me don . ~he camp ill consist of 209 

o en and children d about 70 to 80 men of all a es . All the 
above pr tend they ar British, coloni 1 or Am rican subjects 
but in many cases there is no aoubt but hat it ill be proved 
tat tley are of German origin and eventually they ould be sent 
bacc to Ger ny . ny hose nationality is proved, ill then be 
sent .o e in he ordinary ay . hey are a tough lot and it is 
for this reason that a stron illed, broadminded director of the 

. t an: is necessary . 
2 . Id ntity papers for tearr ro Granville 

I cor. 'irm my telephone conversation ith you last ni t 
wi~ regard to the pre nt situ vion in Louvain . Th re re 
ap roxim tely 34 me bers of D ~ J teams t~er and judging by 
the irectors I have seen , they are _een and a:r1xious to go to 
Germany . Ho,ever , t ey hav heard of the man difficulties ith 
hich members of ~•u~-..n. teams are faced in Ger any o in~ to the 

~act tat t.ey are sent from Granvill and arrive in Ger any 
it not' · ng but a green card or a lctt r on ordinary plain 

note - ppr . 

. I . 
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ag 2 . 
1 • 

'.fO! .J •• G. per tions , . • • London 

21 t roup ar tighte ing up on all 
tters r.t·tY. d e hav had one or t ro c ses of doctors 
o ave rr sted eit er oin in or co ing out . In short , 

it only by · ndn ss oft e military authorities tl8.t our 
b en ullo ed into t 21st rrny Group before ~t~out 

rs Lich r es n i 1, th ain one bing the 'F 
dt . is I aver eated on many occasi0ns , but today it 

as come to a ad s y stray I rec ived a el ation r resent-
2 of our teams , sayin tat they ould not o for ard ithout 

rs . id not tell th m, but I entirely are ith this, 
sit is only >oin to lead to chaos and dissatisf ction hen the 

ams r in Ger any . 
I not tat you are contacting the rmy but in the 

eantime ave done hat I could ~ re and you ill be pl ased to 
ar at I ave at last persuaded ·ssion to issue u F 
r ·t cards tote hole of the 340 personnel in Louvai on my 

r sponsibility cth rt is ill be continued in the future or 
not , I do not kno, but probably you ·ill have made some rrange-

nts by hich the 21st Group ill 11 -play ball" ith our 
teams oin> into their ar a . I aintain t1at this llitc is ue to 
the fact t ..at our liaison people ith the 21st rrny Group have 
not got th right side of the military people and seem un ble to 
obtain t e no al facilities . nu e case of teams oing to the 

rican s ctor from Granville , i •• th 12th an 6t .rmy Groups , 
11 e b rs e issuea ·1th the necessary mov ent cards b th 
alit ry fore t y o ·nto Germany and there is very little 

.. rouble at 11 . · 

I a in pu on r cord tat may eem to b interfering 
or tat oes no concern this · ssion , but I am doinc so 

int · n that th teams in ermany ar the main basis 
.~ is oing to sin ors im and to leave a cro d of 

p ople in Louvain int eir pr sent frame of ind is oin to do 
lot of harm. I trust tat you ill a~ree ·ith ction and 

fir it . 
3 . o to Granville 

told you that have a proximately 
aiting to o to Granville . ome of 

or ov r e ks and some ere 
re to o to Granville ,iu ·n a ee , 

r vious occupation . ovements to 
vill , as you -no , ... v be n cancelled for the last 2 or 

3 e sand cons u ntly, some of our recruits ho have not yet 
r c iv d th ir 1 tu r of e lo nt, re bet een the evil and the 

p saint at thy ave iven u the i r old employment and ave 
not yet been given t eir letter of appointme t by ill ecause 
of this, I confirm having asre you 'heth r I should be in order 
in ivin t em th ir 1 tt r of ap oint ent fort ith, ic ill 

l 
an :..at t y e aid a ro the date of t ir letter of 

a oint nt . I confirm your rely to the eff ct tat I must do so 
fort~ ith and ould be glad to hav this con irmed in writing , 
as t e matter has bee dealt ith ccordingly . 
4. veld 

:x . 
a 

a 1 tt r 
t care of a DP camp at 
as actually or ing int is 
o to Granville v ntu lly . 

rom • c lee , 
ttert in all d . 

offic , although he 
• Van evelde has 

. / . 
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3. 

o: D .. G. Op rations,~ •. v. London 

. . . . . 
one to ttert but e is . not satisfied that letter sin d 

I 

by r . chl e ·s sufficient authority for him to o so and 
both he and I ould like this confirm d . • chle 's 1 tt r 
gives im very ide po rs . r:r . Van ev lde ill m an 
xc 11 nt c p director and it is only fair tat this appoint­

ments ould be confirmed by someone ho is rnpo rd to do so . 
I allo ed r . Vandev 1 to go for the simpler ason tat ther 
·ill be tvo D teams oing from Louvain to take over this camp 

in Holland d it as absolutely n cessary that th camp direc­
tor nt ,ith them. 
5. r . Jacques has just come in today from Granville , 
together ith two oth r officers ,ith a vi to pros cting 
a sit in Bel ium to hich it is no proposed the Granville 
training centre will be transferred, ~ogether ith all the 
t base activiti s . Is this a fact; if so, I hould lik to 
be infer ed as I realize once again that a re t many of th 
headaches relating the~eto ill a ain fall on this ission . 
If this is t e case , it is a re etition of th same thing that 
l'app ned 1th regard to ajor Bro enshire's arrang ment h re, 
about w~ich I rote you this ornin, and hich ajor Bro nshir 
himself brou 1t ov r to you . 

I am not raisin~ this point as ad fficulty, but if you 
could be re for 48 hours and realize ho the ork of tl'is 
ission is being hindered by queries, isits and headaches 
ith 1.....ich I have notl'ing hatever to do, you ,ould appr oiate 

more ully the actual situation . Coul you not come out here 
and look round for 48 hours Viith m , so that c tell you on 
the sot more fully the position and you ould then have a 
much cl arer picture ith re ard to request for a clear 
definition o th . ission's responsibility I am pre ared to 
do everything I can to further ID .'s r putation but the 
number of roblems i tr1 hich I am faced d . ich come " out of 
the blue" and hich hav nothing hatever to do it this 
j.ssion ' s ork , put me in a most ard po ition as in many 

cases I am unable to find an ans er , lt ugh I do my b st to 
d al it. the matters . 

I am sending this today by r . Ank r of th Lux burg 
ission , ith the re u st tat i be hand d to you for ith . 

I ~ 

FfftV-
THAL 

Chief of ission . 
.... . 
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10.50 a." . - 30th June, 1 945. 
) ~ °' ',--P 
~ 16 ~~- (t---

u-. Rhatigan ~~ ~~ 
Q-

Mr. rathall called from Brussels regarding the 
special UlffiRA team for the mili tazy garrison in Brussels. 
It is definitely wanted urgently an he oulu like a racker­
jack team of seven persons (director, doctor, nurse, welfare 

~ officer, stores o •ficer, etc.,). They want the team in 
W a eek if possible. 

The members of the team need not wait for innoculati n 
as he Till get Dr. Vin s to innoculate them out theI'E). 

ratball is goi to see the crunp on on.day. 
They ant the leader to be British because he ''lill be 

deal. ng :i th British • ople . 

... hey ould like the team as quickly as possible. ill 
you please let :r. ratball know when he may expect it. . 

• 30th June, 1945 • 
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Draft. 

Telegram. 

Despatched 

FRO KETTLE. 

COMMA!IDER BRUSSELS GARRISON R&QUESrS UNRRA. TEAM 

FOR D.P. CAMP CHATEAU LAMBERr BRUSSELS HOUSDG 

PEOPLE CLAIMim BRITISH, DOMrNION OR U. S. 
ii., f',• ;'.J'.,r s·v ~,-:. 

NATIONALITY. FU'NCTION OF TEAl WOULD INCLUDE ,J, 1, TI. j( 

,}J. i) 

MEDICAL, WELFARE, DSICIILINE, TRANSPORr AND A I•, ,~R 1 ,,t, 

DISTRIBUTION OF RATIONS. PLEASE ASK SHAEF 

PERMISSION TO CALL romvARD TEAM FROM GRALWILLE. 
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Reference ........ .................................................. _ .... -.. --

TO: 1,.... Kettle , 

FROM: • P . ra th.all. 

21st June,, 1945. 

Attached herewith is copy of a letter rhich I received fro 
the Officer command:ing the Brussels Garrison. This letter is self'­
explanatoriJ, and it is rather a feather in tnffiRA.'s cap that we should 
have been asked to supply a team to run for the the new camp which 
they are setting up in Brussels. 

The ca.n:g;> in question consists of -deported persons, men, 
vromen and children, from Genna.ey, all of whom claim to be either 
British, Colonial or erican nationality. Some of them are known 
to have some Gennan connection and it is for this re son that they 
are establishing a new Camp as it may e some considerable time 
before a decision is made as to their future movement . ome of 
them are pretty tough and they tlll need an excellent team director. 

s this team is going to function in Brussels I rould like 
a rea],ly good team director, and after discussing this with • 
Rhatigan he decided that this team should be recruited in London 
and sent out direct . jor Coll:ings said that he would prefer the 
director to be a Britisher if possible. Vould you therefore please 
go into this matter carefully and let me have a team out to Belgium 
with the least possible delay. They would like it within ten days 
or a fortni tat the outside. 

Ir you have any di iculty with regard to a doctor, I may 
be able to find. an excellent one for you in Belgium, but I think in 
view of the nationality of the people in the cronps the remainder 
should be either British or American with probably one person who 
knows Belgium and the la.n.t.,ruage . 

I am retunrl.ng to Brussels tomorrow and if I don ' t see 
you before I go I shall be very glad if you dll cable me the very 
earliest I can expect the team. ill you also see that the team 
sent out is f'ully clothed and dth spare kit as renewals are very 
difficult to obtain. 

cc. hr. P.hatigan 
Dr. o ing 
ir. cott 

(586) 
Wl24=2408 

2 
'~icsu~

1O 
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~J17N/1t1 
("-lllil•AN) 

C.4• 5-11-0 
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COPY. 

' uubject: DPs. ~ orlIDEHTI.AL. 

H . .... 1RUSSELS GARRISON 
16 , Rue du Congres 

B.ltU"JELS. 

To : ' IOI' (BEJ..G.ICf.i.:) 
18, Grand Place, 

BRUSS"" - These HQ propose establishing a DP camp for pecrple cla;m;n~ 
British, Dominion or USi-na.tionality. - --= 

dorae considerible time may elapse before the claims of 
these people can be proved, so they rray remain in Brussels for an 
undetermined length of tiae. 

The site chosen for this camp is : <YrlA.TEAU LAMBERT, 
Dreve de :Wrraine , BRU SEL..:i. 

This Ca!iq;> will be run entirely by the DPs themselves 
under the supervision ( ,eriodical? of a S/Ccr.id TS . 

It vould greatly assist the smooth running of this camp 
i:f n UNRRA team could be incorporated in the direct~ staff. - Their function would be : 

(a) ~•-ea.icul 

~

b) /elfare 
cd) Discipline 

) Transport and distribution of rations. 

eonsiderhble experience \7ould be gained by such a te..-un, 
rhich must be beneficial for it when undertaking more arduous 
duties in the field. 

BLA 
12 Jm1e 45 
JJC/TS. 

rigadier 
Co.nmnnd.ing BRU ~- Garrison. 
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