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INTRODUCTION

The norms and standards painstakingly worked out by different United Nations bodies
are the basis for much of the international law and cooperation that governs relations among
Member States. Their impact extends to humane and sustainable development in both the
public and private sectors, and addresses a range of issues, from human rights to air safety,
encompassing such fields as educational guidelines, copyright standards, and health-care
goals.

The establishment of global standards is nothing less than the acceptance of a common
language among the nations and peoples of the world. In a practical way, the United Nations
provides agreed tools that enable Member States and civil society to deal with common
problems, such as poverty, environmental degradation and migration, in a coherent manner,
drawing on the ever-expanding body of knowledge that.contributes to standard-setting.
Universally accepted norms have guided the actions of the international community at a time
when ethnic, racial and religious conflicts have loomed large.

In its unique universality, the United Nations possesses the trust and credibility
essential to the process through which nations can agree on universal norms and standards.
And it is the United Nations that can provide the legitimacy for the promotion and
enforcement of these standards. This legitimacy underlies all collective action, including
efforts by the international community on behalf of human rights and peacekeeping.

We are indebted to Irving Sarnoff, a founder of the non-governmental organization
Friends of the United Nations, for compiling this comprehensive set of norms and standards
adopted by the General "Assembly during its first 50 years of work. It bears witness to the
broad scope and profound impact that standard-setting has had on the modern world. It is
my hope that it will be used widely by United Nations partners in government and civil
society and raise awareness of this invaluable legacy that we all share and enjoy.
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