
MINISTER OF FOREIGM AFFAIRS
/ NIGERIA

19 July 2003

I would like to acknowledge your very kind congratulatory letter of 15 July 2003.

The success which UNAMSIL has obtained owes substantially to your unflinching support
to the Mission, and your implicit confidence in me. That confidence, which was translated to your
refusal to make a change in the headship of the Mission, provided me with the strength and the
resolve to pursue the line of action which I was convinced was the right one. The fact that you were
unwavering in your confidence in my ability can be credited with the ultimate happy result.

Fortunately, that result has demonstrated in no uncertain terms the wisdom of your
judgement. I, therefore, convey to you my sincere appreciation of your indispensable contribution
to the now universal acknowledgment of UNAMSIL as a United Nations success story.

Having gone so far since the formal declaration of the end of the war without any major
incident, I have no doubt that the consolidation of peace in Sierra Leone will continue as planned.
I also believe that, the draw-down plan will be adhered to. I have confidence in the ability of those
I am leaving behind in UNAMSIL to conclude the process in a manner that will further reinforce the
acknowledgment that UNAMSIL has been a United Nations success story.

His Excellency
Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary General of the United Nations
New York
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As I assume my new function as Foreign Minister of Nigeria, I take with me very fond and
happy memories of my interaction with colleagues at headquarters. Flowing from that, it goes
without saving that you can count on me to give support to the United Nations' efforts in tackling
the many issues on its agenda which happily gives considerable importance to African issues. The
role of the United Nations in that respect will be crucial in fulfilling the aspirations of the African
Union in repositioning the Continent from its present state of self-induced marginalization to an
important player with all the regions in global affairs.

I intend to visit New York in the coming week, and look forward to meeting with you for my
de-briefing, and to seek your advice.

Please accept my continued best wishes for further successes in the discharge of your onerous
global responsibilities.
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Oluyemi Adeniji




