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JH/GP:25.3.85 

e 
ITINERARY FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Hours Airline 
from and 

Date Itinerary Time GMT flight no. Equip. Stops 

Fri. 29 Mar. Lv. �ew York JFK) 13.00 -5 AF002 sse 0 
Ar. Paris (COG) 22.45 +1 
Hotel Sofitel 

Sat. 30 Mar. LV. Paris (COG) 11.45 +1 svo5a LlOll 1 
Ar. Riyadh 21.35 ·+3 Rome 

Sun. 31 Mar. Saudi Arabia 

Mon. 1 Apr. Saudi Arabia 

Tue. 2 Apr. LV. Riyaah 10.00 +3 (Omani Govt. B727 aircraft 
Ar. Muscat, Oman 13.00 +4 

Wed. 3 Apr. Oman 

Thu. 4 Apr. Lv. Muscat 10.00 +4 (Omani Govt. B727 aircraft 
Ar. Bahrain 11.30 +3 

Fri. 5 Apr. LV. Bahrain 22.00 +3 GF 362 737 0 
Ar. Doha, Qatar 22.35 +3 

Sat. 6 Apr. Qatar 

Sun. 7 Apr. Qatar 

t-ion. 8 Apr. LV. Doha 00.35 +3 AF 159 AB3 0 
Ar. Paris (COG) 06.25 +1 
LV. Paris (COG) 10.30 +1 AF015 747 0 

Mon. 8 Apr. Ar. New York JFK) 11.25 -5 



JH/GP:25.3.85(2) 

ITINERARY FOR MESSRS. TEYMOUR, SANBAR, AND PICCO 

Hours Airline 
from and 

Date Itinerary Time GMT flight no. Equip. Stops 

Fr 1. 29 Mar. LV. tilew York JFK) 20.30 -5 TW6802 747 0 
Sat. 30 Mar. Ar. Paris(CDG) 09.35 +1 

Sat. 30 Mar. LV. Paris (CDG) 11.45 +1 SV058 LlOll 1 
Ar. Riyadh 21.35 +3 Rome 

Sun. 31 Mar. Saudi Arabia 

Mon. 1 Apr. Saudi Arabia 

Tue. 2 Apr. Lv. R1yaah 10.00 +3 (Omani Govt. B727 aircraf 
Ar. Muscat, Oman 13.00 +4 

Wed. 3 Apr. Oman 

Thu. 4 Apr. Lv. Muscat 10.00 +4 (Omani Govt. B727 aircraf 
Ar. Bahrain 11.30 +3 

Fri. 5 Apr. Lv. Bahrain 22.00 +3 GF 362 737 0 
Ar. Doha, Qatar 22.35 +3 

Sat. 6 Apr. Qatar 

Sun. 7 Apr. Qatar 

�ion. 8 Apr. LV. Doha 00.35 +3 AF 15� AB3 0 
Ar. Paris (COG) 06.25 +l 

(Hotel suite) 

LV. Paris (COG) 10.30 +1 AF015 747 0 
Mon. 8 Apr. Ar. New York JFK) , 11.25 -5 



Composition of Party 
for the Secretary-General's visit 

to Sauai Arabia, Oman, Bahrain ana Qatar 

The Secretary-General 

Mr. Diego Cordovez 
Under-Secretary-General for 
Special Political Affairs 

** Mr. Brian Urquhart, 
Under-Secretary-General for 
Special Political Affairs 

Mr. Alvaro de Soto 
Special Assistant to the Secretary-General 

* Mr. Aly I. Teymour 
Chief of Protocol 

* Mr. Samir Sanbar 
Spokesman for the Secretary-General 

* Mr. Giandomenico Picco 
Senior Officer, 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 

Mr. John Hrusovsky, Chief Operations Officer 

* Mr. Barold Stuart, Operations Officer 

* Will j oin the Secretary-General's party in Paris 

** Mr. Urquhart will leave the Secretary-General's party 
in Riyadh 



Approx�mate temperatures 

Low ·High 

Saudi Arabia 62 73 

on,an 74 86 

Bahrain 70 82 

Qatar 70 83 

Paris 46 

(For the months of March ana April.) 



Contact Numbers 

Paris (011-33- ). 

(from 22.45 hrs. 29 March to 11.45 hrs. 30 March) 

Hotel Sofitel 

Mr. Cornell Metternich 
Director, UN IC, Paris 

Mr. Mustapha Tlili 
Deputy Director, UN IC, Paris 

Saudi Arabia (011-966-1) 

Te 1 : ( 6 ) 0 7 7 -2 7-2 7 

Tel : 568-1664 (office direct) 
568-1000 (switchboard) 
555-6909 (home) 

Tel : 306-9125 (office direct) 
. 239-354 (home) 

(From 21.35 hrs. 30 March to 10.00 hrs. 2 April) 

Mr. Adnan Soghaier 
Resident Representative, UNDP 
King Faisal Street, Marubba 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia Tel : 651-0040 (office) 

682-3802 (home) 

Oman (011-968) 

(From 13.30 hrs. 2 April to 10.00 4 April) 

Mr. A.K. Abdalla 
Officer-in-Charge, UNDP 
House 20, Road 10 
Muscat, Oman Tel : 600687 

600685 

Qatar (011-974) 

(From 22.35 hrs. 5 April to 00.35 hrs. 8 April) 

Mr. Mohsen Boulares 
Farig Bin Omran 
Near English School and Doha Theatre 
Doha, Qatar Tel : 863451/2/3 (office) 

432-125 (home) 
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Bahrain (011-973) 

(From 11.30 hrs. 4 April to 22.00 hrs. 5 April) 

Mr. Mohammed Azz aro 
Resrep, UNDP 
1083 Road No. 4225 
Jufair 342 
Manama, Bahrain 

Mr. Fathi Al-Sheikh 
Director, UNIC 

Tel: 729-569 (office) 

Tel: 231-046 



Friaay, 29 March 

13.00 

22.45 

Leave New York (Air France 002) 

Arrive Paris 
(Hotel Sof i tel) 



Saturday, 30 March 

11.45 

21.35 

Leave Paris (SV058) 

Arrive Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

The Secretary-General and his party will be 
received by H.R.H. Prince Saud Al-Faisal, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

From the airport, the Secretary-General and 
his party will proceed to guest house • 

• 



Sunday, 31 March 

09.30 

10.00 

11.00 (approx.) 

Luncheon 

20.00 

Leave guest house for Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Meeting with H. R. H. Prince Saud Al-Faisal, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (political 
team; the meeting is expected to last 
approximately one hour) 

• 

Return to the guest house 

Free 

Dinner hosted by H.R.H. Prince 
Saud Al-Faisal in honour of the 
Secretary-General (place to be announced) 



Monday, 1 April 

Morning 

13.00 

13.30 

Luncheon 

16.30 

Free 

Meeting with his Majesty the King 
of Saudi Arabia 
(Political team; the meeting will last 

approximately one-half hour) 

Return to guest house 

Free 

Historic tour of Riyadh and the town of 
Derraeih, 20 miles from Riyadh (tour will 
last approximately 1 1/2 hours) 



Tuesday, 2 April 

10.00 

13.30 

Luncheon 

17.00 

18.00 

19.30 

Leave Riyadh (Omani Government Boeing 7 27 
aircraft) 

Arrive Muscat, Oman 

The Secretary-General 
the airport by H.E. 
Abdallah, Minister of 
Affairs, other senior 
Ministry, as well 
representatives of His 

will be received at 
Mr. Yusuf Al-Alawi 

State for Foreign 
officials from the 
as protocol 

Majesty the Sultan 

From the airport, the Secretary-General will 
proceed with his party to the guest house 

Free 

Tour of Muscat 

Meeting with Ambassador Bishara, 
Secretary-General of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council 

Return to guest house 

Reception and dinner given by His Excellency 
Mr. Yusuf Al-Alawi Abdallah, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
(The dinner will be attended by Ministers, 

Ambassadors and other officials) 



Wednesday, 3 April 

09.00 

After meeting 

12.00 (approx.) 

Luncheon 

Afternoon 

18.00 

Evening 

Meeting with His Excellency Mr. Yusuf 
Al-Alawi Abdallah, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs {political team) 

Joint press conference by Secretary-General 
and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 

Departure for Salalah, Residence of the 
Sultan--full delegation (the royal flight 
will take approximately 1 1/2 hours) · 

The Secretary-General and his party will be 
provided with a guest house during their 
stay in Salala, most probably at the Royal 
Palace. 

Audience with His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin 
Said (political team) 

Arrangement will be one of the following: 
a) The Secretary-General will have lunch with 

the Sultan 
b) Official luncheon hosted by the Governor 

of Dhofar 
c) Free 

Tour of the governate of Dhofar, including, 
if time allows, an excursion to the nearest 
mountains 

Return to Muscat by royal flight 

Free 



Thursday, 4 April 

10.00 

11.30 

13.00 

16.00 

16.15 

18.15 

18.30 

20.00 

Leave Muscat, Oman 
(Omani Government Boeing 727 aircraft) 

Arrive Bahrain 

The Secretary-General and his party will be 
met by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
From the airport the Secretary-General and 
his party will proceed to the Sheraton Hotel 

Private lunch 

Departure from hotel to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

Official talks with ·H. E. Shaikh Mohamed Bin 
Mubarak Al-Khalifa, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs (political team) 

Departure from Ministry to Qudhaibiya Palace 

Meeting with H.H. Shaikh Isa Bin Salman 
Al-Khalifa, Amir of the State of Bahrain 
{political team) 

Official dinner - full delegation 
(Name of host to be confirmed) 



Friday, 5 April 

09.00 

12.30 

13.00 

16.00 

18.50 

19.00 

21.40 

22.00 

22.35 

Sightseeing tour 
The tour will include a visit to the Bahrain 
Museum and the Bahrain-Saudi Causeway 

Meeting with Mr. Al-Attar, Sheraton Hotel 

Luncheon offered by UNDP Resident 
·Representative in Bahrain, followed by short 
meeting with United Nations staff in Bahrain 

Press conference at Sheraton Hotel (?) 

Departure for the Hilton Hotel 

Official dinner - full delegation 
(Name of host to be confirmed) 

Proceed to Bahrain International Airport 

Leave Bahrain (Gulfair flight 362) 

Arrive Doha, Qatar 

H.E. Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saif al-Thani, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, will 
meet Secretary-General and his party at the 
airport. 

Depart for Sheraton Hotel 



Saturday, 6 April 

(Audiences to be scheduled either Saturday 
or sunday) 

Audience with H.H. The Emir Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Hamad al-Thani 

Audience with H.H. Heir Apparent Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Khalifa al-Thani 

Audience with H.E. Sheikh 'Abdelaziz Bin 
Khalifa al-Thani, Minister of Finance and 
Petroleum 

Audience with H.E. Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saif 
al-Thani, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs 

Visit to UNDP Office (Saturday or Sunday) 

Reception in honour of the Secretary-General 



Sunday, 7 April 

In Doha 



Monday, 8 April 

00.35 Leave Doha, Qatar 

06.25 Arrive Paris 

10.30 Leave Paris 

11.25 Arrive New York ' 

• 



SAUDI ARABIA 

A fOUDdina �er of the Uaited Ratione, Saudi Arabia has the laraeat 

01lited Ratiou develo,.ent operation in the field (about $375 aUlion). It 

vas amongst the first countries to d.-outrate practical support for 

co-operation between developing countries and is possibly the pro.ider of 

the hi&heat percentage of ezterual aid in ratio to ita Grose Rational 

Inco.e. 

1. It also played a steady atabllia�role in reaioual and international 

conflicts through discreet aediation. Although Saudi officials tend to take 

a .odeat attitude, they would appreciate a recognition by· the Secretary-General 

of their deaoutrated support for the .. in targets of the United Ratione 

(DeYelopaent and Peace and Security) particularly during the United Ratione 

40th Anniversary Year. 

2. The Saudi royal f .. ily is satisfied that the treaeodous arovth that 

accompanied the unprecedented oU revenue vas adequately planned to avoid 

undue t.balance in the social or poiitical structure. They resent the t.aae 

portrayed by certain aedia abroad but would not take specific counter •eaaures 

partly because they abhor propaganda. 

3. So.e Saudi officials are nov giving public iafor.atioo a higher priority. 

Initial diacuaaiou were started last year on the possibility of opening a 

Uaited Ratiou Iafor.ation Centre in Riyadh. It would be preaature to push 

for the proposal unless the Saudi officials expressed a clear interest. 

Such a Centre would be extra-budgetary (stailar to UHICa in Bahrain and 

Lybia which are totally finance by the governaenta concerned) and would 
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bave a aub-regiOD&l character aince it would alao be accredited to the 

Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) vhoae headquarter• 18 in liyadh. The GCC 

Secretary-General, for.er �uvait United Nation• Aabaaaador Biahara, baa 

already aaked DPI to help build the Council'• library. liyadh ia alao the 

headquarter• of the firat Arab c�cationa Sattelite AIABSAT which i• 

expected to •tart launching inter-Arab TV progr .... • later thi• year. The 

ARABSAT Director baa offered to regularly u•e UN fil ... 

4. Saudi official• are aenerally very di•creet and polite to the point of 

not rai•iaa any point of conflict. They nor.ally ca..unicate through nuancea. 

5. A pre•• •tateaeut to the Saudi televi•ion could be expected upon arrival 

at the airport. So.ett.ee, Prince Saud iavit .. hi• gue•t directly fro. the 

plan to his car and drive• hta peraoaally to the re•idence. That would be an 

opportunity to di•cua• confidential que•tion• in preparation for the official 

di8CUS8iODao 

6. It ia ru-ored that •oae Saudi official• vould take the opportunity of 

the Secretary-General'• �ait to offer •pecific and practical proposals 

relatiDg to the IraD-Iraq war. Such propoaala vould have been endoraed by 

the GCC countries. The Saudis have tried throuah the I•laaic au.ait 

Secretariat, the Arab League and other bodies to at lea•t lt.it the extent 

of the war. In addition to their fiD&Dcial leverage with Iraq, the Saudi• 

aaintaiDed open linea with Iran aainly through Syria and Algeria. 
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7. The Saudia have been cloaely illvol•ed :lD the Leltaneae aituation .. w,. 

throuah the Saudi buainea811&D of Lebaneae ortaiD, Hr. R.afic Bariri, and 

aoaetiaea throaah PriDce Ba�r, their Aabaaaador iD Vaahiqtoa. 

K 
8. The Secretary-General ia, of coarae, aware of PriDce Saud Al-Paiaal'a 

peraonal tavolveDeDt 1D the Afahaniatan iaaue. 

9. Clearly, the outco.e of � rcead' a 'Yiait to Vaahiqton, particularly 

the Saudi propoaala to ��aYe Oil the Arab-Iaraeli conflict, will be a likely 

topic. 



The Saudi budget for 1985 - 1986 approved by the Cabinet on 

20 March is about $55.56 billion. The allocation for develo�t 

project was the only allocation increased in that budget, to $12.5 

billion, an increase of 9% over last year. The new budget is part 

of the fourth five-year plan. The first three, according to Saudi 

radio, aimed at laying grouDds for basic econoaic structures and 

enhancing private enterprise. 



,; 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Special A4naer to the Kina : Dr. Raahad. Pabaraon 

Mili t&r7 Adviser to the Kiq : Gen. Mohammad Al-Eaheikh 

Chiet ot the Private Ottice ot the King!s Royal Court : Sheikh Mohammad 
Al-lfavaisser 

Adviser to the CrowD Prince Sheikh Al-Mussallam 

FOREIGN MiliiSTRY 

!lead. ot the IDte:rnational Orp.ni zation Department : Amb . Gaatar Allach� 

Head. o� the Arab Department : Amb . Iaail Al-5hourab 

Head ot the Isla.ic Department : Allb . Mohammad. Al-P'qez 



CONPIDBN'l'IAL 

Note for the Secretary-General 

Saudi Arabia 

General 

The Arabian peninsula (total area 2. 5 million square kilometres) is 
delimited on three sides by sea - on the east by the Persian Gulf and the Gulf 
of Oman, on the west by the Red Sea and on the south by the Indian Ocean. On 
its northern side are the deserts of Jordan and Iraq. This isolated territory 
is divided into several states, the largest of which is Saudi Arabia (total 
area 2. 15 million square kilometres) . Along the shores of the Persian Gulf 
and the Gulf of Oman are Kuwait, with two adjacent patches of •neutral• 
territory, then after a stretch of Saudi coast, the Islands of Bahrain and the 
Qatar peninsula, followed by the United Arab Emirates and Oman. The People's 
Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY) occupies most of the southern coastline 
and to the north-west of PDRY facing the Red Sea lies Yemen Arab Republic 
(YAR) . 

The frontiers between all these states and Saudi Arabia are still not 
well defined. The granting of concessions for petroleum exploration has 
however led to practical arrangements for sharing these resources between 
various countries (most recently between Saudi Arabia and YAR) which could 
eventually lead to a more accurate delimitation of borders. 

Estimates of Saudi population vary from as little as 6 million to the 
United Nations estimate of about 10. 4 million in 1983 of which 67 per cent 
live in urban areas. Immigrant workers (from Egypt, Yemen, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, India, Philippines, KOrea etc.) who are said to outnumber the 
local labour force, are estimated at 2. 5 million. 

Arabian history for the most part, has been the account of small pockets 
of settled civilization, subsisting mainly on trade, while the vast ·desert was 
roamed by nomadic tribes. The first human settlements were established under 
the flourishing Minean Kingdom as early as the 12th century B.C. As an 
important trading station between east and west, southern Arabia came into 
early contact with the Persian and the Roman empires. �t by the 6th century 
the centre of gravity had shifted to the west coast to-� cities of Taif, 
Mecca and Medina. With the advent of Islam around that time, the Arabs 
emerged from the desert in a spectacular manner to spread their control and 
influence in less than hundred years over a region extending from northern 
India to Spain. But with the shift in the centre of Islamic power first to 
Damascus and later to Baghdad and Istanbul, Arabia itself soon receded once 
again into obscurity and nomadic life in which state it remained until the 
16th century when it came nominally under Ottoman sovereignty. 

In the 18th century a puritanical religious reform movement was launched 
by Abdal Wahab (hence known as the Wahabi Movement) which by the early 19th 
century swept through the country and established the Wahabi ruling house of 
Saud in the interior of the country with its capital in Ryadh. By the early 
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20th century, Kinq Abdal Aziz Ibn Saud had become the master of the whole of 
central Arabia. Durinq and followinq the First World War, he campaiqned 
successfully to unify the tribes under his rule and in order to revive the 
Wahab! ideals, established settlements of •Ikhwan •  Brethren throuqhout his 
Kinqdom, providinq the basis for an orqanized structure for rulinq the 
country. By 1932, Kinq Abdal Aziz had unified the country and consolidated 
his power to form the Kinqdom of Saudi Arabia as we know it today. It is 
siqnificant to note that it is the only country which derives its name from 
the name of the founder of its rulinq House : Kinq Saud. 

Government 

Saudi Arabia is an absolute monarchy with a larqe and hierarchical royal 
family extendinq to some 5, 000 princes. The country is ruled accordinq to the 
Sharia - the Islamic law. Despite rapid modernization, the society retains 
its tribal structure. The Kinq rules throuqh mediation amonq the tribes and 
consensus within the royal family. There is no formal institutional structure 
for public participation in the affairs of Government. But there is a 
tradition of continuous consultation with the tribes and more or less open 
public access to the Kinq which enables the royal family to remain in touch 
with the trends in public opinion. In response to the aspirations of the 
newly emerqinq middle class for· qradual reform and broadeninq the 
participation in Government, Kinq Fahd has on several occasions promised the 
nomination of a Consultative Council (Majlis-al Shura) consistinq of 50-60 
members, but so far nothinq has been done. In 1980, an eiqht-member Committee 
was appointed to draw up a 200 article •system of rule • based on Islamic. 
principles which have yet to come into force. In view of the all pervadinq 
influence of Islam in Saudi national life, the reliqious leaders and scholars 
enjoy considerable influence and are consulted on most leqal and 
socio-cultural matters. 

Althouqh the pace of social chanqe in the country has been unhurried, the 
rapid economic development and the infusion of qreat wealth into the economy 
have qenerated considerable pressures for chanqe especially throuqh a newly 
emerqinq intelliqentia and the middle classes which tend to collide with the 
powerful traditional forces militatinq to preserve the existinq social order. 
The Saudi Government has carefully steered a middle course between these 
opposinq forces, thus maintaininq the overall balance and stability of the 
Saudi society. But occasionally these pressures boil over as happened in 
November 1979 when the Grand Mosque was occupied for two weeks by 250 Sunni 
extremists who had come to proclaim a Mehdi on the first day of the Islamic 
year 1400. The Mosque was eventually cleared with considerable loss of 
lives. Reports of discontent and occasional disturbances also appear 
periodically amonq the Shiite population which is concentrated in the Eastern 
provinces where the larqest oil fields are located. 

The composition of the Government is as follows 

Head of State : His Majesty Kinq Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz (acceded to the 
throne 13 June 1982) . 
Crown Prince : Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz 
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!mportant Ministers ' 

Economy 

Prime Minister 1 His Majesty King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz 
Pirst De puty Prime Minister and Comman der of the National Guard 1 
HRB Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz 
Second De puty Prime Minister and Minister of Defence and Aviation a 
BRH Prince Sultan Ibn Ab dul Aziz 
Advisers to the Minister of Defence and Aviation (with Ministerial 
ran k) 1 Sheikh Kamal Sindi, Gen. Othman Al�Humaid 
Minister of the Interior 1 HRH Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul Aziz 
Minister of Poreign Affairs 1 HRH Prince Saud Al-Paisal 
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources a Sheikh Ahmed Zaki 
Yamani 

The Saudi economy which had traditionally been based almost entirely on 
trade and nomadic agricu lture, slowly began to modernize with the coming on 
stream of its oil resources after·the Second World War. But the pace of 
modernization was painfully slow until the 1970s. In 1970, the first five 
year development plan was launched with a modest target of SR 56 billion 
(US $1 a 3 . 3 Saudi Riyal approximately) of which SR 32 billion were allocated 
to econanic and social develo pment. 

After the tremendous increas e in oil revenues in 197 3 -197 4, the Saudi 
economy has made rapid progress. The second plan ( 197 5-80) provided for· an 
almost ten fold increase in expe nditure to about SR 500 billion ( US $142 
billion). The largest single item in the second plan was defence (SR 78 
billion), followed by education (SR 74 billion), urban development 
( SR 53 billion) and industrial and mineral production (SR 45 billion). A 
major feature of the second plan was to create two completely new industrial 
cities· 

a one at Jubail on the Gulf coast and the other on the Red Sea at 
Yanbu. This single 10-year project was estimated to cost around US $ 70 
billion. When completed, Jubail is to have three refineries, six 
petrochemical plants, an aluminum smelter and a steel mill, as well as 
supporting industries, an industrial port and large scale urban settlements. 

At Yanbu, two refineries, a gas processing plant, a petrochemical complex, 
other light industries, a port and urban development are being carried out. 
When fully in operation the petrochemical plants would account for almost 
4 per cent of world output. 

Under the third plan (1980-1985) emphasis has shifte d further from 
infrastructure to productive sectors. The plan also stresses manpower 
training to reduce the reliance on foreign labour. The originally-planned 
investment was of the order of SR 782 billion (US $ 235 billion) but this has 
had to be curtailed severely following the decline in oil revenues in the last 
two years. High priority is given in the plan to agricu ltural development 
with a view to reducing dependence on imports. 

The most recent development report issued by the Saudi Planning Ministry, 
indicates that between 1970 and 1983 investment reached SR 821 billion 
representing an annual increase o f  45 per centJ GNP grew by 8. 9 per cent per 
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anntD'Il. Manufactured exports increased from negligible to $5 billion, 
indicating the considerable industrial progress made by the country. 
Important strides have also been made in educatiat and in physical 
infrastructure such as roads, electric power, telephones and communications. 

Petroleum 

Saudi Arabia accounts for almost 40 per cent of OPEC oil reserves and 
produces one third of the cartel's output. Oil production and revenues jumped 
dramatically after the 1973 oil crisis to 8.5 million barrels per day (b/d) 
and $22 billion respectively in 1974. Production peaked at 9. 2 million b/d in 
1977. In 1979-1980 with the second round of price increases Saudi Arabia 
followed other OPEC members to raise prices to $32 per barrel and its oil 
revenues jumped to above of $100 billion. Since then production has gone down 
rapidly to below 5 million b/d cutting the Saudi oil revenues sharply and 
causing considerable dislocations in the economy which is now experiencing its 
first serious recessionary situatiat. Last year, the Government faced its 
first budget deficit and had to draw down on the country's reserves of $150 
billion to the tune of $17 billion to meet the basic defence and public 
expenditure needs estimated at $63 billion. Another $20 billion will have to 
be drawn during the current year. By next year the Saudi reserves may fall to 
$100 billion. There are indications that the Government intends to institute 
a major austerity programme to reduce the size of the budget by around $20 
billion to $40 billion in the next few years. 

The government expects the slack in oil revenues to be taken up 
increasuigly by the development of the non-oil private sector in the coming 
years. But for the moment, the private sector development is also .�- ,..,,., 

experiencing the impact of the economic slow-down. So far it has ope·rated in 
a highly subsidized and protective environment, but increasingly it will have 
to organize itself on a more competitive basis. Furthermore, the new Saudi 
industries are likely to face stiff resistance in international markets as has 
been shown recently by the imposition of an import surcharge by the EEC on 
Saudi petro-chemical exports causing the Gulf States to threaten retaliatory 
action and a trade war. The two sides are at present engaged in negotiations 
to resolve the problem. 

The prospects of economic development will therefore depend increasingly 
on whether the country can cope with a much harsher and more competitive 
domestic as well as international economic environment. 

Foreign Policy Orientations 

Saudi Arabia is the most ·conservative Arab country with a society steeped 
in tradition and religiat. But it is also a society in the throes of what a 
senior Saudi Minister has called •an experiment in social transformation•. It 
is a vast country with a small population sitting on a quarter of the world's 
known oil reserves. While conscious of its geo-political vulnerability, in 
recent years the country has come to perceive itself as an anchor for the 
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stability and security of the Persian Gulf region. At the same time, its Arab 
and Islamic vocations impe l it to play a leading role on the larger stage of 
the Ar ab and Islamic world. The overriding concern for internal and external 
security, the desire to preserve its political and social order wh-ile 
achieving rapid economic progress and the need to project itself as the 
defender of the faith and of the Arab cause constitute the mainsprings of the 
Saudi foreign policy. 

For its security needs, Saudi Arabia relies primarily on the united 
States and other Western countries. Traditionally, in the Saudi perception, 
the main threats to its security stemmed from the twin dangers of communism 
and the spread of radical nationalism in the Arab world. Both the Baath and 
the Naserite movements were anathema to it. It has always considered Iran as 
its rival and was deeply suspicious of the Shah's ambitions to dominate and 
control the Gulf region. 

But in response to the growing instability in the Persian Gulf region 
following the Iranian revolution and the out break of hostilities between Iran 
and Iraq, the Saudi foreign policy concerns have shifted increasingly to 
ensuring the stability of the Gulf region against the Iranian military threat 
and the spread of Islamic fundamentalism. It has sought to do so by shoring 
up the Iraqi war effort with ma ssive financial subsidies and by working 
closely with the other Arab Gulf countries to strengthen their collective 
defence capabilities and enhance their self-reliance within the framework of 
the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC). It has also adopted an active policy of 
promoting the revival of traditional Islamic principles and values in the Arab 
and Islamic countries but shorn of any radicalism. 

Relations with the United States 

The history of Saudi-America n relations dates from the mid-1930s when 
Chevron was granted a large concession by King Ab dal Aziz for the exploration 
of oil in the eastern and central part of the country. Soon a nmnber of other 
�erican companies joined in. In 1938, these companies - later to be known as 
Arabian-America n Oil Company (Aramoo) - made the first important oil discovery 
in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia at Dammam. In 1943, in order to meet 
war-time needs , the united States built an oil refinery at Ras Tanura to 
process Saudi crude. 

This budding Saudi-American partnership for the discovery and development 
of oil was cemented into a •special relationship• between the two countries 
when King Abdal Aziz and President Roosevelt held the first meeting betwe en 
the Heads of State of the two countries in 1945 aboard the USS •Quincy• in the 
Great Bitter Lake of the Suez Canal. The nub of this spe cial relationship has 
been an unwritten understanding by the United States to ex tend a security 
umbrella over Saudi Arabia in return for an assured role in the oil and gas 
sector of the country for United States corporations and a basically 
pro-western foreign policy stance • 

. In the past forty years, the ties between the two countries have 
flourished to encompass security, economic, financial, commercial, technical 
and cultural co-operation at a level far beyond the original expectations of 
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the two sides. Despite recent efforts at diversification, United States 
remains by far the single largest source of arms to the Kingdom. It is also 
Saudi Arabia •s largest trading partner (accounting for 21.4 per cent of its 
imports and 15. 3 per cent of its exports) and the main destination of short 
and long-term Saudi foreign investments estimated at $150 billion in 1983. 
Apart from the oil and gas sector, which still accounts for over 95 per cent 
of the Saudi economy and where American oil companies have a major stake, 
United States corporations have played an important role in the execution of 
Saudi development projects such as the construction of new industrial cities 
of Jubail and Yanbu and the building of modern transport and communications 
network. 

All this is not to say that their ties have been free from friction or 
misunderstandings. The greatest and the most constant irritant in their 
bilateral relations has been their radically different stand on the 
Palestinian question and the Arab-Israeli conflict. Saudi Arabia, like other 
Arab oountries, is critical of the total and unquestioning thited States 
support for Israel and has always argued that this was against the best 
American interests in the region. The leadership role played by Saudi Arabia 
in the Arab oil-embargo imposed following the 1973 Middle East conflict came 
as a surprise to the United States and had an adverse impact on bilateral 
relations. It was not until after the United States had helped negotiate the 
disengagement agreements between Israel on the one hand, and Egypt and Syria 
on the other, that Saudi-American relations resumed their normal development. 
In 1978 the Saudi refusal to endorse the Camp David Acoords also irked 
American sensibilities since they had hoped for some understanding from their 
closest friend on the Arab side. But with the overriding objective of 
arresting the deterioration in the security climate in the Gulf region, 
President Carter agreed in that year to supply sixty F-15 war planes to Saudi 
Arabia despite considerable congressional opposition. In 1981 a major arms 
package estimated at $8.5 billion including five AWAC planes, a complex of 
twenty-two sophisticated electronic air-defence ground stations and air-bO-air 
missiles was agreed upon once again in the face of strong oongressional 
misgivings. Although these two major arms deals went through, the 
oongressional battles and public controversy aroused by them in the United 
States had a bruising effect on the relationship between the two countries. 

During 1983 and 1984, while continuing its arms purchases from the United 
States (100 M-60 tanks at the cost of $176 millioo), saudi Arabia has struck a 
major deal with France (estimated at $4 billion) including low altitude 
surfaoa-bO-air missiles and electronic surveillance equipment. It has also 
made important arms purchases frau the United Kingdom, West Germany and Brazil. 

During the recent visit of King Fahd to the United States, no arms 
agreement was concluded. Fearing another oongressional uproar, the United 
States Administration has temporarily suspended all arms supplies to the 
Middle East pending a comprehensive review. 

King Fahd during the first visit to Washington in 14 years by a Saudi 
King, pressed the United States to make •more vigorous efforts• to resolve the 
Middle East problem. In order to speak with some authority on behalf of most 
Arabs, the King had held extensive consultations with the PLO, Jordan, Egypt, 
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the Gulf States, Algeria and Iraq before arriving in Washington. The Saudis 
also let it be known that they regarded the King to be on a historic mission 
since the 11011ent was opportune for a major new American initiative. They felt 
that with President Reagan's re-election to a second term, he would have a 
comparatively free hand to come to grips with the problem. The other factors 
which augur in favour of a solution, in the Saudi view are \ the Jordanian-PLO 
framework agreement which they feel has opened the way for negotiations) the 
restoration of diplomatic relations between Egypt and Jordan which has helped 
to heal the rift between the moderate Arabs) Iraq and Algeria are now pursuing 
much more moderate policies than in the past thus giving the Arab moderates 
the upper hand) and Israel with its deep economic difficulties and massive 
dependence on the united States they feel could be nudged by the united States 
to the negotiating table. 

On arrival in Washington, King Fahd said •The Palestinian question is the 
single problem that is of paramount concern to the whole Arab nation • • •• It is 
the one problem that is the root cause of instability and turmoil in the 

.region. • He urged President Reagan to •support the just cause of the 
Palestinian people. • But President Reagan in his response stated that •the 
security of Israel and other nations in the region and the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people ca n  and should be addressed in direct 
neqotiations•. In the joint communique issued at the end of the visit, the 
two sides agreed that •a stable peace in the Middle East must provide security 
for all States in the area and for the exercise of the leqitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people. • The communique also showed up the differences 
between the two sides each insisting on its respective peace plan. 

The Saudi officials and news media have termed the Fahd visit as a 
success. They have pointed out that the Kinq was able to obtain from the 
United States a recognition of several positive elements in the •unified Arab 
Peace Plan• initiated by Saudi Arabia and adopted by the Fez Summit. 

Relations with western Europe 

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has increasingly looked towards Western 
Europe to reduce the preponderance of the American political and economic 
influence in the country. ·The Saudis, along with other Arabs, also wish 
Western Europe and the EEC to adQpt a positive stance on the Middle East 
question and exert its influence with the united States for a just 
settlement. The dependence of Western Europe oo O PEC for two thirds of its 
oil, the saudi dominance of OPEC and the tremendous expansion of Saudi Arabia 
as a market for Western European manufactures and technology have made the 
country a prime target for Western European diplomacy. In the past few years, 
the leaders of West Germany, the United Kingdom, France and Spain as well as 
others have made a pilgrimage to Ryadh. The Saudi leaders in turn regularly 
visit the European capitals. 

An indication of the growing Saudi�est European connection is that since 
1976 more than 40 per cent of the total Saudi arms purchases have been made 
from the United Kingdom {21 per cent) , France {15 per cent) and other West 
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European countries. Likewise, West European countries account for around 50 
per cent of Saudi foreign trade (FRG 10 per cent, France 9 per cent, the 
United Kinqdaa 7 per cent and Italy 6 per cent >' although the United States and 
Japan remain its chief trading partners. 

There are signs, however, that economic frictions could develop with 
Western Eruope, as new industries in Saudi Arabia and other GCC countries seek 
markets in Western Europe and elsewhere to the detriment of the largely 
inefficient and struggling industries in these countries. 

Relations with the Socialist Bloc 

Saudi Arabian attitudes towards socialism and communism have been 
determined by the country's deeply religious and conservative outlook. It has 
traditionally considered socialism and communism as atheist ideologies which 
are inimical to the spirit of Islam. It has therefore eschewed direct 
contacts and relations with the communist countries. It has also exerted its 
influence within the Islamic world to fight the spread of these ideologies. 
Tb this day, it has no diplomatic relations with either the Soviet Union, 
China or the Eastern European countries. On the other hand, Saudi Arabia 
maintains important trade relations and technical co-operation with Taiwan and 
South Korea and in recent years has imported trained manpower from these 
countries for its development projects. The United States and the Western 
countries have capitalized on these Saudi attitudes and have tended to 
encourage them. 

In the past few years, however, with the onset of modernization, there 
has been a subtle change in Saudi attitudes. First of all, the Saudis resent 
being told by the Westerners what is good and not good for them· • . Some keen 
analysts of the Saudi scene have also perceived an internal debate in the 
ruling elites on the merits and demerits of an opening to the Soviet Onion. 
When Crown Prince Abdallah was recently asked at a press conference whether 
Saudi Arabia was likely to establish diplomatic relations with the Soviet 
tJnioo, he responded by saying that King Fahd would do whatever is best for the 
country. An indication of some flexibility in the Saudi attitude is that 
Saudi officials have in recent years visited Moscow as part of OPEC 
delegations. Even more significantly, Prince Saud Al Faisal paid a visit to 
Moscow in 1983 as part of the Arab League delegation which visited the 
capitals of the Permanent Members of the Security Council to explain the Arab 
Peace Plan adopted by the Fez Summit. Saudi Arabia has also favoured the 
proposal for an international conference on the Middle East with the 
participation of the Soviet Onion. 

Relations with the two Yemens 

Saudi Arabia has always attached great importance to its relations with 
Yemen located as it is on its south-eastern and southern flank at the mouth of 
the Strategic Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. Historically, relations between 
the two sides have been based on tribal affiliations and rivalries. The 
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Saudis have always feared the spread of Yemeni influence into their remote 
southern pr011inces • .  unlike Saudi Arabia, Yemen has been the cradle of an 
ancient and rich civilization with a settled and flourishing agriculture. At 
the best of times, their relations are therefore friendly and correct, but 
highly sensitive to the slightest change in the balance of power among the 
tribes. 

When civil war broke out in Yemen after the British announcement of 
gradual withdrawal from Aden in the early sixtees, the Saudis supported the 
royalist side against the republicans who were backed by President Nasser of 
Egypt. After prolonged conflict, on 24 August 1965, King Faisal concluded an 
agreement with President Nasser in Jeddah on a peace plan for the Yemen which 
however remained unimplemented. By 1969, the royalists were driven into exile 
and the war seemed to have ended by 1970. Following discussions with the 
republican Sanaa leaders, Saudi Arabia recognised the Yemen Arab Republic 
{YAR) in 1970. Relations have since been generally friendly with Saudi Arabia 

providing the major part of the Sanaa Government's financing needs in order to 
keep it in the Saudi orbit. Despite Sanaa's resentment at Saudi overbearance 
and extensive oil finds across the frontier, the two sides concluded an 
agreement to define their respective area for oil exploration. Last year, 
extensive oil reserves were reported to have been discovered on the YAR side 
raising the prospect of its financial independence fran Saudi Arabia. Also, 
during a visit to Moscow, President Ali Abdallah Saleh concluded a Treaty of 
Friendship and Co-operation with Moscow which could not have pleased the 
Saudis. Future development of relations between the two sides therefore 
remains uncertain. 

Relations with Southern Yemen (now People's Democratic Republic of Yemen -
PDRY) have remained tense and difficult since PDRY gainll!ll';iDdepEdence in 
1967. In December 1969, the two sides fought an exteniri� battle on the ·' 
disputed frontier in which saudi Arabia won easily. Although the twa 
countries have since remained ideological adversaries, diplanatic relations 
were established in March 1976. Periodically, Saudi Arabia has endeavoured to 
wean PDRY away fran Moscow by pr011iding financial assistance but without much 
success. Saudi Arabia strongly resents and fears the PDRY's Scwiet connection 
and the Soviet facilities in Aden. Furthermore, although the Saudis have paid 
lip-service to unity between North and South Yemen, their policy has been 
designed to keep the two sides apart. They dread the prospect of a united, 
stroog and independent Yemen which could be a thorn in their side. 

Relations with Pakistan 

Saudi Arabia has traditionally maintained close friendly relations with 
Pakistan and has supported its pro-Western policies. After the Scwiet 
intervention in Afghanistan, it has extended considerable financial support to 
the Government of President Zia-ul Haque particularly for the acquisition of _ 
arms fran the united States. In its turn, Pakistan has provided large numbers 
of military advisors and personnel to Saudi Arabia. There are an estimated 
quarter of a million Pakistani workers in Saudi Arabia employed in all sectors 
of the economy (59 per cent of Pakistani expatriate workers are in Saudi 
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Arabia). The two countries have important trade and cultural ties which have 
expanded and flourished in recent years. Pakistan is an important source of 
food imports (rice, fresh fruit, vegetables) to Saudi Arabia and buys oil fraa 
the latter (Saudi Arabia accounts for 9 per cent of Pakistan's exports and 
meets one third of its oil needs). The two countries enjoy a close political 

.rapport, with both pursuing conservative Islamic policies and a free 
enterprise economy. The leaders of the two countries frequently exchange 
visits. They have the same stand on several international issues such as the 
Middle East, Afghanistan and Kampuchea. On the Iran-Iraq conflict, however, 
Pakistan does not support the GCC-Saudi stand but takes a more neutral 
position. 

Role in the Arab World 

Saudi Arabia was an original member of the Arab League, formed in 1945, 
and initially played a loyal and inconspicuous part in it. In 1948, King Ibn 
Sa'ud sent a small force to support the Palestinians fighting against Israel. 
While Saudi policy towards the Arab countries has been determined by its 
conservative pro�est foreign policy orientation, it has regarded its role as 
a mediator between conflic ting interests and ideological groupings in the 
Middle East. In the 1950s, it did not join the United Arab Republic (Egypt 
and Syria) or the rival Arab Federation (Jordan and Iraq). But during the 
1956 conflict, it played a leading role in bringing the Arab countries 
together in support of Egypt after its nationalization of the Suez Canal. 
Similarly, in the 1967 and 1973 wars, Saudi Arabia extended political and 
military support and financial assistance to Jordan, Egypt and Syria. And 
over the years it has bankrolled the PLO. In 1973 it led the Arab countries 
in exerting pressure on the Western countries by cut ting off oil supplies to 
those who supported Israel. 

our ing the first two decades after the World War II, Saudi Arabia 
remained a bastion of Western infl uence. In the early years after the War, 
Saudi Arabia pursued a policy of containing the Hashemite Kingdom of Iraq so 
that it would not revive and pur sue its claims over Hijaz, a former Hashemite 
province which had been conquerred by King Ibn Saud in the 1920s. But, with 
the fall of King Faisal of Iraq, it aligned itself with the conservative 
monarchies or regimes of Jordan, the Trucial States, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia 
and the Sudan to stem t he tide of radical Arab nationalist movement unleashed 
by President Nasser of Egypt and the Baathists of Syria and Iraq. As stated 
earlier, it also supported the royalist side in the civil war in Yemen during 
the early 1960s. But by the early 1970s its central role in the Arab 
oil-embargo, its leadership of OPEC and its immense financial clout had earned 
it a vastly enhanced position and stature in the Arab world. Since then, 
Saudi Arabia has come to be regarded as one of the key players on the Middle 
Eastern chess board. It has endeavoured to steer the Arab League to a 
moderate course without giving up the basic objectives of liberating the 
occupied Arab territories and enabling the Palestinians to exercise their 
right to self-determination. An indication of the growth of its stature in 
Arab affairs was the key role that the country played in bringing about the 
end to the civil war in Lebanon in 1976 and the reconciliation between Egypt 
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an d  Syr ia. After the Camp David Accords , while it joined the other Arab 
countries in expe lling Egypt from the Arab League, break ing off diplomatic 
relations an d  suspe nding its aid, the Egyptian work ers were allowed to remain 
in Saudi Arabia and flights between the two countries as well as informal 
contacts were maintained. 

Saudi Arabia was one of the leading mediators in the 1981 missile crisis 
in LebanCI'l. It has also used its inf luence in ef forts to mediate inter-Arab 
disputes such as between Morocc o  and Algeria over the Western Sah ara. More 
recently, it has supported Jordan and the moderate wing of PLO in their 
strugg le with Syria while maintaining friendly relations with the latter, 
providing considerable financial assistance to it. Al though it mob iliz ed 
support for the readmission of Egypt into the Or ga niz ation of the Islamic 
CCI'l ferenoe (OIC), it has been reluctant to bring Egypt ba ck into the Arab 
League. 

When war brok e  out between Iran and Iraq in 1980, after some initial 
hesitatiCI'l, Saudi Arabia threw its weight behind Iraq and took the lead in 
setting up the GCC alo ng with the five Ar ab Gulf countries. But despite Iraqi 
ef forts to join the GCC, the Saudis and other Gulf countries have not opened 
the doo rs of the new orga niz ation to Iraq. 

In recent years, Saudi Arabia has become increasingly involved in the 
attempt to find a solution to the whole Arab-Israeli question. The •Fahd 
Plan • proposed in 1982, was endorsed by the Fez Arab Summit as the basis for 
the Arab negotiating position. As state d earlier, during his recent visit to 
Washing tCI'l, King Fahd made a determined effort to persuade the United �states 
to revive its pe ace efforts in the Middle East. 

Role in the Islamic Wor i d  

As the guar dian o f  the H oliest Shrines of Islam and th e  Administrator of 
the H ajj (the annual prilgrimage to Mecca ), Saudi Arabia has always felt a 
spe cial responsibility towards the Islamic World. In the eyes of �usltms 
everywhere, this role imparts upon the Saudi Government an aura of religious 
and moral authority, but also mak es it vulnerable to criticizm e.g., by the 
Khomeini regime of Iran. After the fall of Jer usalem in the 1967 War, the 
liber ation of the H oly City became one of the primary goals· of saudi policy. 
King Faisal declared that it was his deepest desire to pray in the Al Aqsa 
mosque during his life time. King Faisal was among the mov ing spirits in the 
establishment of the OIC in 1969 following the burning of the Al Aqsa mosque 
and since then Saudi Arabia has bee n the main pillar of the -Organiz ation. 

Eversince, Saudi Arabia has e xerted a predominant influence over this 
body and has used it as an instrument for furthering its foreign policy 
objectives of forging Islamic solidarity based on a policy of moderation, for 
mobilizing the support of the Islamic world for the Palestinian cau se and for 
bringing an end to the Iran-Iraq conf lict. It has work ed  closely with 
Pak istan to bring the weight of the OIC to bear against the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan and has lent active moral and material support to 
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the Afghan guerillas. Saudi Arahian pos ition has also been a decisive factor 
in the OIC' s support for Somalia in its dispute with Ethiopia. The few 
Islamic cotmtriea that have not seen eye to eye with it on some of these 
questions ( Iran, Libya , Syria, PLO, Ye men and to a lesser extent Algeria) hav e 
found it difficult to have their weight felt within the Islamic Conference. 

Saudi Arabia has also adopted a policy of giving priority to the Arab ·and 
Islamic cotmtriea in its foreign aid programme which was initiated soon after 
the first oil price increases in the early 197 0s. In the mid-197 0s it was 
providing on an average $ 3  billion annually which rose to over $ 5  billion in 
the early 1980s moa t of it concentrated on such countries as Egypt (aid was 
suspen ded after the Camp David Accords), Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, P akistan, 
Bangladesh and the small Africa n countries members of the OIC. As a 
percentage of GNP, Saudi Arabia has been by far the largest donor country in 
the world. The share of Saudi foreign economic assistance to its GNP has 
ranged from 7 .  7 per cent in 197 5 to around 5 per cent in 1980. With the 
decline in its oil rev enues in the past few years, the Saudi assistance has 
been declining both in absolute terms and as a percentage of its GNP. In 
1982, it provided $4.4 billion or 2. 82 per cent of its GNP as foreign aid. 
This trend is likely to continue. 

Role in OPEC 

Even before the Arab-Israeli war of 197 3, Saudi Arabia had warned the 
West of the possibility of its oil supplies being cut if nothing was done to 
resolve the Middle East question. After the 197 3 war, it led the Arab moves 
to cut oil production in stages and to impos e an oil embargo on some Western 
countries .  But by ear ly 197 4, after an intense period of negotiations 
launched by the United States which led to the disenga gement agreements 
between Israel, Egypt and Syria and following sane serious Western attempts at 
reso lving the Middle East question, the oil embargo was iifted. . Saudi Arabia 
henceforth exerted a powerful conservative infl uence within OPEC. After a 
fourfold increase in prices, the Saudis felt that an y  further price escalation 
could have dangerous repercu ssions for the world economy . · In the face of 
insistent demands from some other OPEC members (notably Libya , Al geria and 
Iran), it threatened to increas e production dramatically, leave the OPEC and 
lower prices unilaterally. Reluctan tly therefore the OPEC agreed to a price 
freeze in 1977. 

After the second round of OPEC price hikes of 1979-1980, the oil mar ket 
sagged as the world economy entered a recession, the effects of conservation 
me asures adopted in the major consuming countries began to be felt and as n ew 
oil supplies came on stream in the North Sea an d  in Me xico. As the downward 
pressure on oil prices mounted, the Saudis worked within OPEC to nego tiate 
price reductions and allocation of production quotas among member countries 
with a view to stabilizing the oil mar ket. Saudi Arabia accepted a quota of 
4. 7 million b/ d which is far below its potential production level, showing the 
way to the others. More recently, in order to impose discipline on sane of 
its members, the OPEC has agreed, at Saudi insistance, on monitoring quo ta 
arrangements so that countries do not exceed their assigned production 
levels. The Saudi role has thus been crucial to the so far successful OPEC 
bid to stem a downward spiral in oil prices. 

------�---......... _,__ ___ ...,.....,..___,_..,_,__'""'"',.......,....,.,.....,....�___,�--� . ....... ----,.-.. �--.. �· -----�-- __,_..._.....,..._..,...._ 
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Role in Africa 

After the 19 73 Middle East conflict, . Saudi Arabia alonq with other Arab 
members of OPEC used its financial reso urces to persuade a larqe numb er of 
Africa n countries to break diplomatic and other relations with I srael and to 
marshal support for the Arab stand. However, in subsequent years, the African 
countries which had been severely hit by the esca lation in oil prices alleqed 
that the Arab oil exportinq countries had not done nearly enouqh to compensate 
them for their po litical solidarity. The OAD generated pressure throuqh 
Algeria, Eqypt, Libya and others - on the Arab countries to do more and the two 
sides aq reed to convene a joint Summit Conference on Afro-Arab co-operation 
which was held in Cairo in March 19 77. The Conference aqreed upon a $ 3  
billion development proqramme for Af rica and decided to set up an African-Arab 
Development Bank with a capital of $ 200 million. It also decided to 
institutionalize co-operation between the OAD and the Arab Leaque and 
established a Standinq Commission for this purpose. 

However, this initial phase of co-operation gave way to inertia and 
decline as Arab financial assistance to Africa has steadily went down. 
Despite seven sessions of the Standinq Commission, the concrete achievements 
have been minimal. 

I n  respo nse to the challenqe posed by the economic crisis in Africa, new 
efforts have been made to revive Af ro-Arab co-operation recently and the first 
session of the Joint Afro-Arab Conference of Ministers is schedule d to take 
place on 15-1 7 April 1985. Apart from the question of immediate finan cial 
needs of the African countries, the Conference is expected to exa mine ways of 
promotinq · mutual trade and investments. 

Saudi Arabia has taken the main brunt of the African pressure for 
assistance. But the Saudis have generally preferred to channel the major part 
of their assistance throuqh such established institutions as the IMF, the 
WO r ld Bank and IFAD. They have concentrated their bilateral assista nce mos tly 
on those African countries which are members of the I slamic Conference 
(Seneqal, Niger, Suda n, Chad, Central Af rican Republic, etc. ). Apart from 
some private Saudi investments in Kenya, Suda n, Seneqal, I vory Coast and 
Morocco, there has been very little flow of invest ment funds from Saudi Arabia 
to Africa . This trend in Saudi policy is unlikely to chanqe in the future. 

Saudi Arabia and the United Nations 

Saudi Arabia is a foundinq member of the United Nations, having j oined on 
2 4  October 1945, and participa tes in ECWA and all the Specialized Agencies. 
I t  also be lonqs to the Group of 77 and the Non-Aligned Movement. 

I n  the pa st the Saudi role at the United Nations was largely confined .to 
espo usinq the Arab cause and the problem of Palestine . I n  other matte rs, it 
preferred to maintain a low- key stance, so much so that for many years it was 
not represented by a Permanent Representative at the Unite d Nations . 
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But after the oil cris is of 19 73, tremendous demands were placed on Saudi 
diplomacy and reso urces. It became active in the North-South dialogue on 
behalf of the developing countries and was one of the initiators of the Paris 
Conference on International Econo mic Co-oper ation (CIEC) in 19 77-78. Within 
the Group of 77 it led and stoutly defended the OPEC against pressures for 
concessions on energy prices and supplies. It made large contributions to the 
IMP', the World Bank and other United Nations developuent activities, and 
overnight became one of the major donor countries in the world. It alonqwith 
other OPEC members contributes 40 per cent of the resoures of !FAD. 

As a reflection of the growth in its GNP, Saudi Arabia's contribution to 
the regular United Nations budget has increased manifold in recent years, a 
fact which is strongly resented by the Saudis who regard the increase in their 
financial resources as a consequence of the depletion of their finite and 
non-renewable oil reserves. The Saudis have therefore tak en the lead in the 
Fifth Committee and in the Committee of Contrib utions to oppose any formula 
which would res ult in any fur ther increase in their contr ibution. 

La st year, Saudi Arabia along with the other GCC countr ies for the firs t 
time convened the Security Council when their ships were attacked in the Gulf 
war between Iran and Iraq. 

Conclusion 

As the abov e survey would show, with its predominence within OPEC and 
immense finan cial resources, Saudi Arabia has been ca tapulted in the short 
spa n of .a few years during the early seventies from international backwaters 
to a pos ition of pre-eminence on the regional and world scene. Saudi leaders 
are wooe d equally by large and small countries and Saudi influence extends far 
beyond its regional vicinity or even the Arab and Islamic group. 

In the initial stages, the Saudis may have been unprepared for such a 
role which had been almost thrust upon them and they may have reacted with 
sane hesitation and confusion to the demands placed upon them. But there is 
increasing evidence of a growing maturity and confidence in the Saudi 
diplomacy especially since Prince Saud Al Faisal took over as Foreign 
Minister. At the United Nations , this is signified by the presence of an 
active and able Perma nent Representative. 

Saudi Arabia's leadership of the GCC, its active posture in the Arab 
Le aque, its willingness to take risks ove r  Lebanon and in Middle Ea st 
diplomacy in general, its predominan ce in the Islamic Conference and its 
ability to quide OPEC have lent it credibility as a major player on the 
international stage. Recent economic setbac ks cast a shadow but are unlikely 
to diminish greatly over the . long-run the position of Saudi Arabia in world 
� ffairs. 
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TO: 
A: 

The Secr etary -Gener al DATE: 26 Mar ch 1 9 85 

REFERENCE: ------
THROUG H :  
S/C DE: 

Mr . vir endra Daya l � _ _ 
Che f  de Cab i n e t  yr ' ' 

FROM: 
DE: 

Ya s u sh i Akash i 
Under - Sec r e tar y -Gene r al 
for Pub l i c  I n formation 

S U BJ ECT: 
OBJ ET: Propo sed Un ic in Riyadh 

The po s s ib i l i ty of e s tab l i s h ing a UN IC in Ri yadh , Saud i 
Ar ab i a , was i n i t i a l ly r a i sed in ear ly 1 �84 . 

Du r i ng a v i s i t  to Headquar te r s , the UNDP Re s ident ! Co - o r d i nator s ta t ioned i n  Riyadh r e po r ted tha t  Saudi o ff ic i a l s  
had expr es sed a n  i n te r e s t  i n  the matter . Afte r clear ance wi th 
th e Secr etary -Gene r a l , th e Unde r - Secr etary-Gener al for Publ ic 
I n forma t ion and h i s  s ta f f con tac ted Saudi o f f i c ials and , th r ough 
the Re s ident Co-or d i na tor , subm i t ted a pr opo sal detai l i ng the 
func t ions and sta f f  r equ i r ements for a UN IC in Riyadh . The · 
e s t ima ted co s t  is $ 2 0 0 , 0 00 , on th e a s sumpt ion th a t  i ts pr e m i s e s  
would be sha r ed w i th UNDP , wh ose Res ident Repr e s e n ta t ive wo uld 
serve as th e Act ing UN IC D i r ector . Another formula would pr ov ide 
for a fu l l - t ime Di r ector , wh ile pr emises wou ld be shared w i th 
UNDP . As in the case o f  Bahr a i n  and Tr ipo l i , th e propo sed budg e t  
would have to b e  fu lly cov e r e d  by Saudi Ar abia . 

Since no r e sponse was r e ce ived in 1984 , th e Under -Secr e tar y ­
Ge ner al for Pub l i c I n fo r ma t ion , dur ing h i s  v i s i t  to Saudi Ar ab ia 
in ear ly Ma rch , r a i sed the i s sue w i th Saud i I n fo r ma t ion M i n i s t r y  
o f f i c i a l s . The Saud i o f fi c i a l s  expr es sed a gene r a l  i n t e r e s t  but 
av o ided mak ing a f i nancial commi tmen t .  

The Sec r e ta r y -Gene r al may wis h to ind icate to Sa ud i 
o f f ic i als the con t i nued w i l l i ngness o f  the Un i t ed Na t i ons to 
e s tabl ish a UN IC in Riyad . The C e n t r e  cou ld have a sub - r egional / 
d ime n s ion , s ince i t  wo uld also be accr ed i ted to th e Gul f  
Co-ope r a t ion Counc i l , wh ich i s  based th e r e . 
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Jean Ri per t ,  Dire c tor-Gener al for Dev elopment ��.�f.��
� and International Economi c Co-o per ation V" 

Your v is it to Bahra in ,  Oman, Qa tar, Saudi Ar ab ia �  economic as pe c ts 

The coun tr ies th at you wi l l  be v is i tin g h av e  a conunon 
ch arac ter is tic , namely , th e ir h eavy de pen den ce on o il expor ts .  Re cent world 
ev en ts , e s pe cial l y  th e r eces s ion of 1980-82 , comb ined wi th en er gy-sav in g  and 
d iv er s i fi ca t i on me asur es and de cl in ing dol l ar pr i ce of o il , h ave h it many o f  
th es e coun tr ies qu ite s i gn i fi cantl y in compar is on to th e extraor dinary 
pr os per i ty they en jo yed in th e mid and la te s ev en t i es . C on fl i c ts w i th in OPEC 
have aggr avated th eir pr ob l ems . The Iran- I raq war is hav in g  a s i gn i fi can t 
ne ga t ive e c onomic impa ct on the coun tr i es you are v is i ting , b o th on ac count o f  
di r ect ass is tance giv en to I raq , and o f  add i t ion al mil itar y expen di tur es . 

Al l o f  th ese coun tr i es h ad in the s ev en t i es emb ark ed u pon aui> i tious 
and impr es s iv e  dev el opnen t pr ogra!DDes , w i th a s tr on g  s ocial compon en t ,  gu ide d 
by an ov erwh elm ing des ire to d iv ers i fy .  Mos t o f  th em h ave h ad to trim th e ir 
sail s l a te l y .  

In 198 1 Sau di Ar ab ia j o in ed Kuwa it ,  Bahr a in , Qatar , th e Un i te d Ar ab 
Emir a t es and Oman in forming the Gul f C oo pera t i on Coun c il des i gned to s pur 
regional devel o pnen t b y  coor dinating economic po l icies and cr ea tin g a connnon 
marke t .  ( Th e  C oun c il h as a mil i t ary as pe ct a l s o . )  Me asur es h ave b e en taken 
to atta in th e ob jecti ves o f  th e C oun ci l . 

Some de ta il ed no tes b as ed on th e attach ed "Coun tr y Re por ts " may be 
use ful � 

Bahr a in �  Some su cce s s  has b een b een a ch iev ed in diver s i fyin g th e 
e c onomy , but the e conomy as a whole h as b e en s l a ck en ing .  De cl in ing o il 
pr odu c tion . Some a t tempt is made to indus tr ia l iz e . 

Oman � Buo yant e c onomic per formance due to incr eas ing o il expor ts 
d i s tin gu ishes Oman from o th er oi l expor ter s ,  an d th e fu l fi l lmen t o f  th e 
Dev elopmen t P l an is pro cee d ing smoo th ly . Heavy de pen den ce on impor ted food . 
Rich min er al de pos its . Hi gh de fen s e  expendi tu r es . 

1 
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Q a tar � Wi th cons i de r ab l e  d i ffi cu l ties in marketin g i ts o i l , 
aus ter i ty is b e ing impos ed . Heavy r el i an ce on food impor ts . Dev e lopment pl an 
impa ir ed . 

Saudi Arab ia �  Sh ar p de cl ine in o i l  expor ts ( l es s  th an hal f th e l ev el 
a t ta ined in 198 1 ). Mu ch  concern on Ir an-I r aq war impl i ca t i ons . But 
diver s i fi ca t ion in th e e conomy , es pe ci a l l y  food an d indus tr ies , mak es Sau di 
Ar ab ia a more b a l an ced e c onomy now . But curr ent ac cotm t h as now moved in to 
de fi c i t . 

Nor th / Sou th dia l ogue 

Gu l f  coun tr ies emb ar ked on l a r ge pr ogr ammes o f  a id to oth er 
dev e l o p ing cotm tr i es in the s ev en t i es , but re c en t ly such a i d h as de cl ined . 
Th is has a ffe cted th eir con tr ib ut ion s to mul t i l a teral ins ti tu t ion s (s ee 
se para te no tes on !FAD and on Afri ca ) .  

The Gu l f coun tr ies tak e a cau t i ous s tand on s ev er al tb r th/ South 
i s s u es , es pe c ia l l y on money and fin an ce on ,..n i ch th ey h ave a ra th er 
cons ervativ e  s tan d .  This can b e  expl a ined b y  th eir mass iv e  de pos i ts in 
wes tern commer c i al b anks and fin an c ial ins trumen ts .  Th is is one o f  th e 
fa ctor s th at expl a in th e Q.l l  f coun tr ie s ' l uk ewar m suppor t to Glob al 
Ne go t ia t i ons . In re c en t  years tens i ons be tween th e Gul f cotm tr i es and th e 
r es t o f  th e dev e l o pi n g  coun tr ies h av e  no t b een unknown . 

For many ye ars now Sau di Ar ab ia and o th er o il expor ter s h ave b e en 
par t i cu lar ly r el u ct an t  to d i s cu s s  in th e Un i te d Na tion s , or el s ewh er e ,  for 
th a t  ma t ter , the h ard -core issues r e la ted to ener gy , es pe c ia l ly pr i c es an d 
s u pp l ies in th eir l on ger-term as pects . Th is is un fo r tun ate giv en th e bas i c  
impor t an ce o f  the i s s u es to the wor ld e conomy a t  l ar ge .  

OPE C  coun tr ies ar e now exper ien cin g s er ious di ffi cu l ties . If th es e  
are to b e  r es o lved , some in terna t i onal d is cuss i ons on en er gy would b e  
de s ir ab l e .  Th e  Un i te d Na t ion s is we l l  pl a ce d  to un de r tak e such a pr oce s s . A 
good fir s t  s te p  wou l d  be the tm der tak ing o f  some s tu d i es , for e xample . Bu t  
OPE C coun tr ies wi l l  need to b e  pe r suade d ! 

1 
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ABECOR is an association of European banks seeking to improve the services that each individual member is 
able to offer to its customers by developing banking and financial objectives on the basis of mutual co-operation. 

Saudi Arabia 

Head of State : H.M. King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz at-Saud 

Minister of Finance a. National Economy: Shaikh Muhammad Ali 
Abalkhail 

Population : 9.68 million (mid-1 982 estimate) 

Gross National Product (GNP): US$1 1 1  billion (1 983) 

Inflation: 1 %  ( 1 2  months ending November 1 983) 

Exchange Rate : US$1 -3.51 Saudi Riyals (SR) (1 1 July 1 984) 

Foreign Exchange Reserves: US$14.7 billion (April 1 984) 

Gold: 4.596 million fine troy ounces (April 1 984) 

Import Cover: 9 months (1 983 estimate) 

Paymenu: There are no difficulties with payments for exports to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Present Situation 
Reduced oil output and lower oil prices caused by the world oil glut 

have resulted in a sharp fall in export earnings. In addition, the war 
between Iran and Iraq is still causing concern in terms of its impli­
cations for external security and economic progress in the Gulf 
states. 

Political Situation 
After H.M. King Khaled's death on 14 June 1 982, he was suc­

ceeded both as Head of State and as Prime Minister by the then 
Deputy Prime Minister H.M. Kingfahd. Several other members of the 
Royal Family hold influential positions in the Government. Close 
relations exist between the Royal Family and religious leaders, with 
Islamic law being used as the basis for legislation. 

� In 1 981 Saudi Arabia joined Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the United 
\ \\ Arab Emirates and Oman in the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC). The 

·., main aim of the Council is to spur regional development by co­\prdinating economic policies and creating a common market, with a 
-unified tariff structure and free movement of goods and people 
within the area. It also seeks to promote stability and security in the 
region in accordance with the principle of non-alignment. In late 
1 983, combined military exercises symbolised the determination of 
the GCC states to present a joint military front. Important steps have 
also been taken towards further economic integration. In particular, 
the Gulf Investment Corporation, funded by all member states. has 
been established as the leading GCC bank with a view to financing 
major projects in the area. 

The Economy 
The oil sector continues to be the mainstay of the economy, 

generating one-third of GOP, two-thirds of Government revenue and 
practically all export earnings. A slowing in production to an average 
of 5 million barrels a day (b/d) in 1 983 - half the level of 1 981 - has 
therefore had a perceptible impact on the economy as a whole. Real 
growth in the non-oil sector, which averaged 1 4.8% per annum 

July 1984 

during the Second Development Plan ( 1 975-1 980). gradually slowed 
to 5% in 1 983. However, the Saudi economy is now more bet1er 
balanced than in the 1 970s. and thus capable of sustaining periods of 
balance of payments and fiscal deficits. At a time of declining 
Government expenditures. the private sector's role has continued to 
grow, with the lat1er accounting for 52% of GOP in 1 983. 

Although the official cost of living index increased by only 1 %  in 
the twelve months to November 1 983. with part of the weighting 
accounted for by subsidised consumer items, this may not represent 
a wholly accurate measure of inflationary pressures. In the 1 982/83 
fiscal year, the broadly defined money supply (M3) expanded by 
1 2.5% to SR1 34.4 billion. compared with an increase of 26.6% in 
1 981 /82. The removal of major infrastructural bot11enecks has been 
an important factor in bringing price rises under control since the 
mid-1 970s, when the increase in consumer prices exceeded 30% a 
year. 

Since the establishment of the basic infrastructure of a modern 
industrial state - a transport, communications and power network 
in the 1 970s - many other development projects have been com­
pleted and immense financial reserves built-up. During the third Five 
Year Development Plan (1 980-1 985). the proportion of funds 
devoted to physical infrastructure has been reduced to 35% com· 
pared with the Second Plan when it received half of total expendi­
ture, with emphasis shifting instead to directly productive invest· 
ment. An important objective of the current Plan is to restrain the 
growth in the numbers of expatriate workers. 

Oil and Gas 
With a quarter of the world's total known reserves. Saudi Arabia is I 

the largest exporter of crude oil. Moreover, its influence on oil mar-

) kets is strengthened by its ability to vary production over a wide ., 
range without either physical or financial constraint. Saudi policy 
aims to maintain production at a reasonable level and to keep prices 
sufficiently anractive to ensure that the demand for oil and gas 
remains relatively stable. 

Since the country's oil fields are in the Eastern Province, or close to 
its shore, shipment of crude oil has hitherto been from Gulf termi­
nals. However, the risk of disruption to exports has been somewhat 
reduced since the completion in 1 982 of a 1 200 kilometre pipeline, 
which has been built across the Arabian peninsula to the new indus­
trial city of Yanbu on the Red Sea coast. Its present capacity of 1 .8 
million b/d may eventually rise to 3.7 million b/d. 

In the hydrocarbons sector, many projects are being undertaken 
with a view to reducing dependence on exports of crude oil, includ­
ing the construction of a network of gas/oil separation plants as well 
as a number of natural gas liquids plants designed to increase the 
exploitation of the gas associated with oil production. This will be 
used for domestic fuel and petrochemical feedstock and will also be 
exported. Other projects include the rapid development of petro­
chemical industries and refining capacity so that by 1 985 total output 
should reach almost 3 million b/d. Most refineries are owned by the 
State's General Petroleum and Mineral Organisation (Petromin), 
while the state partner in joint ventures in petrochemicals and in 
heavy industry is the Saudi Arabian Basic Industries Corporation 
(SABIC). 

Agriculture and Manufacturing Industry 
Agriculturp generatPs only slightly over 1 %  of GOP. but the sector 

employs about a quarter of the Saudi work-force. Agricultural policy 
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' aims at raising living standards in the rural areas arid securing � 
strateg•c level of food production. Remarkable results have already 
been achieved. Between 1975 and 1 983. for example, wheat produc­
tion rose from 4,000 to 700,000 tonnes. However, farmers receive 
more than five times the world price for wheat. In 1 984. the Kingdom 
will anain self-sufficiency in wheat and eggs: it is about halfway t 
self-sufficiency in milk and poultry. 

To increase the land under cultivation from the present 
6,000 sq.km. to 1 5,000 sq.km. conservation schemes. a large num· 
ber of dams. reservoirs. irrigation and drainage projects are under 
construction in various parts ofthe country. In addition. subsidies for 
fertilisers and animal fodders are available together with interest­
free loans. Government support is channelled through the Saudi 
Arabian Agricultural Bank. 

The development of non-oil industries is being strongly encour· 
aged by providing conditions favourable to industrial growth. Now 
that a basic infrastructure has been established. the Saudi Industrial 
Development Fund (SIDF) offers industrial investors low cost utilities 
and fuels, tax incentives, tariff exemptions and financial incentives. 
Interest-free loans of up to 50% of a project's capital, with repayment 
spread over five years. are also available. although a small com­
mission is also charged. 

A recent move to stimulate private sector investment in industry 
has been the royal decree sening up the National Industrialisation 
Company (NIC). In each project the NIC will provide 30-40% of the 
capital, with the balance coming from the private sector or from 
foreign joint venture partners. Given this stimulus. it is estimated that 
up to US$3,000 million could be invested in Saudi industry over the 
next three years. The establishment of the Gulf Co-operation Council 
may prove another favourable factor. 

Finance 

In the fiscal year 1983/84 Government revenues fell 1 3% short of 
its originally budgeted amount, reaching only slightly more than half 
its level in 1 981 /82, when income from oil was at its peak. However, 
as can be seen in the table below, an offsetting cut in expenditures 
prevented the deficit from surpassing the budgeted amount of SR35 
billion. According to provisional estimates, actual expenditures in 
1 983/84 were more than 20% below their 1 981 /82 peak of SR285 
billion. 

The budget for the current fiscal year (1 984/85) which started on 5 
April assumes a 14% increase in revenues, compared with the actual 
out-turn in 1 983/84, reflecting in turn the expectation of higher oil 
earnings. However, as recently experienced, changes in crude oil 
markets could well lead to major revisions during the year. In the 
table shown, actual Government 5pending was less than the bud­
geted amount in every year. The projected deficit of SR46 billion 
(US$1 3 billion) is to be financed mainly by a drawdown of Govern­
ment reserves, estimated to total around US$130 billion. 

The new budget should revive capital spending and also go some 
way towards bolstering the construction industry, which has gone 
through a two-year recession. Much emphasis in the programme is 
on social schemes, particularly education and health, and industry. 

THE ABE COR GROUP COMPRISES : 
Members 

Government Expenditures and Revenues 
(in billion riyals) 

1 980/81 Expenditures Revenues Balance 

Budget 245 262 + 1 7  
Actual 237 348 +1 1 1  

1 981 /82 

Budget 298 340 + 42 
Actual 285 368 + 83 

1 982/83 

Budget 313 3 1 3  0 
Actual 244 246 + 2 

1 983/84 

Budget 260 225 35 
Actual* 222 1 87 35 

1 984/85 

Budget 260 2 1 4  - 46  
• Provisional 

External Position 

Buoyant prices for crude oil and an exceptionally high level of oil 
production led in 1 980 and 1 981 to surpluses on the current account 
of the balance of payments of US$39.8 billion and US$42.6 billion 
respectively. However, in 1 982 export earnings started to decline 
and in 1983 the cutback in oil production and lower prices resulted in 
an estimated current account deficit of US$1 5 billion. Revenues from 
the country's extensive overseas assets are the main source of 
foreign exchange income next to oil. Heavy Minvisible" outgoings 
include payments for services as well as remittances from the many 
foreign workers in Saudi Arabia. In addition, the Kingdom is one of 
the largest aid donors in the world. 

The Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA), which undertakes 
many of the functions of a central bank. is discouraging the use of the 
fully convertible Riyal as an international currency and has been 
successful in keeping the dollar-riyal exchange rate comparatively 
stable . A strong Saudi controlled banking system has been securely 
established. As a major cred itor to the IMF, Saudi Arabia was invited 
in 1 978 to occupy a seat on the Executive Board of Governors, a 
position permanently gua ranteed. 

Outlook 

Although in the light of the international economic recovery a 
gradual rise in world oil demand is now in prospect, Saudi Arabia's 
crude oil earnings could be constrained in the short term by its 
acceptance of reduced production levels at the recent OPEC meeting 
in Vienna. Much will also depend on whether the fighting in the Gulf 
leads to any disruption of exports. In the medium term, however, the 
country's new refineries and a rapidly expanding petrochemical 
industry can be expected to generate additional foreign exchange 
earnings. 

Prepared 11 July 1984 

Associated Member 
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*Osterreichische Uinderbank AG 

Banque lnternationale iJ Luxembourg *Denotes representation for Saudi Arabia 

Customers who have specific enquiries on Saudi Arabia are invited to telephone Group Economics Department. 54 Lombard Street, 
London. Telephone: 01 ·283 8989 Ext: 2419 
Economic Reports are available on over 1 00 countries (Ext: 2565) 

This is a joint publication of the ABE COR banks. The above report has been prepared for them by 
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TO: Au Se crl!ta ir e gl!nl!r al DATE: --�2�8�ma�r�s�1�9�8�5 __ __ 
A: 

RE�ERENCE: ---------------

THROUGH: 
5/C DE: 

FROM: . \\� ,,.J7 /; 
Jean Ri per t � 

DE: 

su BJECT: Votr e v is ite en Arab ie seoudite et ! ' in i tiativ e  de l ' Ambass adeur 9\ ih ab i  
OBJET: en vue de la cons t i tu t ion d ' un Grou pe  de per s onnal i tl!s com pr enant le 

Min is tr e de s Fin an ces e t  de l ' Economie de s on pays .  

1 . Vous vous rappel er ez q ue de pu is un cer ta in  nombre de mo is , vous av ez 
fa it l ' ob jet - per sonnel l emen t ou par mn in ter lll!dia ir e  - de dl!mar ch es 
pr es s an t es de l ' Aub as s a deur Sh ih ab i .  C elui -ci vous sug�re de cons ti tuer un 
Groupe de 3 A 5 pe r s onnal itl!s , qui , a t i tr e  pe r sonnel et de fa con in formel l e , 
pourr a i en t  vous cons e i l l er sur des ques t ions r ela tiv es a la coo pl!ra t ion dans 
l e  doma in e l!con omiq ue . P ar mi ce s per sonnal itl!s devr ait se trouv er le Min is tr e 
des Fin an c es et de l ' Economie , M. Ab-Al Rh a il .  J ' anne xe a la prl!s en te no te ,  
un cab le que j e  v ous av ais adr es s l!  a ce suje t ,  l e  2 8 janv ier dernier . 

2 . Vous v ous rap pel er ez aus s i  que 1 ' Ad> assa deur Sh ih abi a l!galement 
for temen t in s is t!! rl!cemmen t en cor e  en fl!vr ier , pour q ue s on Min is tr e s o i t  
inv i tE! par vous a prl!s i der ce Grou pe , ce ci mal grl! l es ar gumen ts re produits 
dans l e  cab le men tionnl! c i -de s s us . Je lui ai in diqul! , av an t  son dl!par t pour 
s on  pa ys , q ue ce t te ques tion pourrait �tre l!voq ul!e par M. Ab-Al Rh a il lui -m�me 
s ' i l vous r en contrait ! Riyadh , coume ee l! me par ais s a i t  vr ais emb l ab l e .  

3.  I.e but de la . prl!s en te no te es t ,  en pr emier l i eu ,  de v ous ra ppeler c es 
conver sa tion s . Je v o is b ien l ' in tl!r �t d ' un ges te en fav eur de ce Min is tr e ,  s i  
un tel ges te es t de na ture a in fluen cer l ' at t i tu de de s on  pa ys a l ' l!gard de 
! ' Or gan is a tion , par exemple dans le doma ine du sou t ien fin an cier donnE! a nos 
a c tiv i tE!s ( PNUD, Opt!r a t i on  d ' Ur gen ce en Afr ique ) .  Ce pendant nous n ' av ons pas 
d ' a s s ur an ce que ce rl!s ul ta t  pourra �tr e  att e in t  et je ne sais pas quel s son t  
l es vl!r i tab l es mo ti fs de l ' Aub assadeur . J ' l!v oq ue ces in cer ti tu des , par ce q ue 
je ne pe u x  pas l!v iter de penser que l a  con s ti tu t ion for mel l e  d 'un te l Grou pe 
de pers onnal i tl!s , m�me l imi tE! en nombre , r i sq ue de nous crl!er pl us de 
di ffi cu l tl!s q u ' e l l e  ne nous aider a A en rl!s oudr e� ch oix des par tici pan ts , 
expl i ca tions a donn er sur l eur mandat , etc . 

4 .  Dans ce s con dition s , je me pe r me ts de vous s uggl!rer une a t t i tu de pr uden te 
et la re ch er che de s o lu tions aus s i  in forme l l es et graduel l es que pos s ib le .  
V ous pourr iez , en pr emier l ieu , l a is s er le Min is tre des Finan ces e t  de 
l ' Economie mani fes ter lui -m@me s on in tl!r @t pour ce t te in i t ia t ive . En s e cond 
l ieu , pl ut�t q ue de par ler �dia temen t de l a  compos ition d 1 un Grou pe , v ous 
pourr i ez lui pro pos er s implement une r encon tre , par e xemple un dl!jeuner de 
t r av ail , l or s  de s on pr och a in pas sage a New York . ·A ce tte occas ion s eul emen t ,  
avec lui et d ' autr es per s onnes , pourrait @tr e  e xplorE! le pro ces s us  formel , ou 
non , par leq uel nous pourr ion s ob ten ir de s av is et con s eil s .  
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5 .  A tou tes fins u t i l es , je vous rappe l l e  que l es autr es noms qui on t f!tf! 
men ti onnf!s a pro pos d 1 un  tel Grou pe  s on t -:.  

M .  Dav id Ro ck e fe l l er ,  men tionnf! par 1 1 Ambass adeur Sh ih ab i .  

M. Bo gn ar , Prf!s ident de 1 1  Aca df!mie des Sc i en c es de H on gr ie ,  pt!re de 
la U forme f!conomiq ue dans ce pays , men tionnf! par moi -m@me . 

A c es deux noms , pourrait �tre a jou tf! ce1ui d 1 un In dien , par e xemp1 e 
M. I. J. Patel , An cien Gouv er neur de 1a Banq ue de 1 1  Inde , 
prf!s en tement Direc teur de 1a London Sch ool o f  Economi cs , ou M. Man 
MJh an Sin gh , An ci en Gouverneur de 1a Banq ue de 1 1 In de , pr f!s en temen t 
V i ce -Min is tre de 1 a  P 1 ani fi ca t i on  et 1 1 un  des cons e il l ers dire c ts du 
P remier Min is tr e de 1 1 Inde . 
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Cable au Secr�taire g�n�ral de l a  part de 
Jean Ripert, Directeur g�n�ral, DIEC 

Su i te nos conversat ions pr�c�dentes , j ' ai rencontr� i l  y a 
que l qu es j ours Ambas sadeur Shihabi (Arabie S�oudite ) .  I l  a ·  
i n s i st� a nou veau sur le fait qu e , en demandant a M .  Ab-Al Khai l , 
Minis tre de s F inances et de l ' Economie de son pays , de faire 
partie d ' un Groupe de 3 a 5 personnal it�s qu i ,  a titre personne l , 
e t  de fa�on informe l l e ,  pou rraient nou s conseil ler sur des 
qu e s tions relatives a la coop�ration interna t ional e  dans le 
domaine �conomique ,  nou s pou rrions ains i non seu l ement recevoir 
de bons avi s  mai s  contribuer a changer ! ' att i tude de son 
g ouvernement a l ' �gard de ! ' Org an i sation , attitude pr� sentement 
caract�ris�e par la m�fiance ou le sceptici sme . Mon 
interlocuteur , tr� s ins i stant su r ce dernier point , a sugg�r� 

;d ' inclure dans l e  meme e spri t , dans le Groupe , M. David Rocke f e l l er . 
Dans ses propos , l ' Ambassadeur a indiqu� plu s i eu rs fois qu e 
son Min i s tre pourra it pr�s ider l e  Groupe . Je n ' a i pas re l ev� 
cette proposit ion mai s  pense qu e ,  s ' i l s ' ag i t  d ' un g roupe de 
3 a 5 personnes au maximum , le probl�me de la pr�s idence pou rrait 
etre r�g l� par les int�res s�s eux-meme s . 

Je su i s  impres s ionn� par les arguments de l ' Arnba s s adeur 
et pense que nou s devrions explorer davantage sa suggestion . 
I l  s ' ag irai t en bre f de r�unir de temps en temps , par exemple 
deux fois par an , au cou rs d ' un d� j euner de trava i l , pr�c�d� 
de r�union s de travai l  ou j e  vou s repr�sentera i s , un Groupe de 

. personna l i t�s charg�es de donner a titre personnel , au 
Secr�taire g�n�ral et au Directeu r g�n�ral , des av i s  sur des 
probl �mes relati f s  a la coop�ration �conomique internationa le , 
te l s  qu ' i l s  se pos ent actuel lement ou pou rront se poser 
u l t�rieu rement . 

S i  une tel l e  initiative vou s para i s s a i t  envisageab l e , j e  
pourra i s  explorer les moda l i t�s d ' appl ica tion avec MM .  Dayal et 
de Soto , qu i partagent mon sentiment . Nou s pourrions chercher 
d ' au tres noms a vou s soumettre a votre retou r . Je pou rrai s  
enf i n  parler en votre nom a l ' Ambassadeu r Shihabi qu i souha ite 
pouvoir sonder son Minist re a ce su j et .  Comme i l  doit se rendre 
en Arabie S�ou d i te au d�but de f�vrier , i l  appr�c iera i t  pouvoi r  
envoyer une communication avant son d�part d e  New York . C ec i  
expl ique que nou s n ' attendions pas votre retour pou r �voquer 
cette ques tion . Respectueu sement .  Jean Ripert . 
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Area: 2 , 331, 000 sq. Jan. 

capital: Riyadh . 

KDGXM CF SADDI ARABIA 

(1981) 

I. Relatialship to the thited Na.ti.cwJ. 

Sandi Arabia is an ariqinal nenber of the thited Natials (24 oct:cber 1945) . It is 

alsc a niE!II'ber of all � inteJ:governnen o%gmlizatials except GMwr. While Saudi Arabia 

is Jcmwn to maintain a rather leN--key presence in the political OX9ilflS of the m, it has 

an .inplrtant cx:m:ribltial in financinq various m develqluent progzaraces. om::entlY, 

&nyti Arabia is a member of FXXB:C (represented in the Omnittee at Aid Food Policies 

and Pmgzarues) , the Preparatol:y Omnittee for the UN o:mference for the PJ:arDtion of 

Intemat:ia1al. Q>-operatim in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear &le1gy (Denlber of IN'I'EtSAT) , 

the GoveJ::ni.D; Ckluncil of tHlP and the BoaJ:d of 'lrustees of mrrAR. At the 1984 m 

Pledqinq cmfean::e far Develq:ment Activities held at headquarters in Novatter 1984 , 

5au:li. Arabia pledged the following CCilt.ril::ut.i : US$3 milHm tc tHP; US$1 mj 11 :ia\ 

to mtCEF: US$1 mnum to the m Industrial Devel.cpnent Furxi: US$50o ,ooo to. the m 

EnviJxnnent P1og1atae: tE$50 ,00 to the tN Trust FuiXl for DJ:u; Abuse CDtb:Ol: US$30 , 000 

tc the m  Fund far Pc:pdatial Activities: and US$72 ,834 tc wrmR. 

Smxti Arabia values highly the role of the OUted Nat:i.als in the xesolution of the 

major pz:ablems of intematialal peace and security. At the � sessi.al .of the 

General AssattUy, the 5a1xli Arabian Fo%eign Minister said that the mle of the thited 

Nat.ials � gzeater � against the increased gravity of l«)L'ld problans . 

In his opinionr the capacity of the m tc serve as "a safety--Yalve" for the presmvatial 

of intematialal peace and security, and for the establishtent of a just basis for ex>­

q:eratial am:n;r States in the political, ecxll'Xl't1ic and social fields, depends to a qreat 

extent at its ability tc find effective solutia1s tc the pz:ablems that cx:mfralt Member 

states and t}X)se that thmaten intemat.icmal. peace and security • 

. 
&nxti Arabia is an actiw participant in varicus mqialal political and ean:mic 

Arab ozqanizatians such as :  the IBague of Arab States, the Q.tganizatial of the 

Isl anic a::nfm:ence (with its headquarters at Riyadh) , the Gulf 0>-operati.al Ckluncil, 

the Qrqanizatial of Arab Petrolean Export:ing Cblntries (OM'EC) • It plays also an active 

-� . � the Organizati.al of PetroleJD Export:in} Cbuntries (CPEC) • Satxti Arabia 

participates in the activities of the Nat-aligned countries . 
i 
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As of 1 January 1985 the%e were t:1u:ee 5alxti. Arabian natialals arployed .in the 

UN Secretariat in Posts subject to geographical distribut:ion (desirable range 16-30) . 

'Dle highest of these is at the P-4 level. 

Pbr the J:egu1ar w bX'get, saudi Arabia is assessed at 0.86 per cent for 1983-1985. 

'!be PeDnanent Representative of Saudi Arabia to the UN is JDbassador samir SHIHABI . 

II. Pbmign Policy em Questiaus before the m 

'Dle Sandi Arabian repmsentatives at the tllited Nati.als place particular enphasis 

a1 the Middle East situaticm. In his statement at the last General Assembly sessial, 

the Foreign M:lnister of Smx3i Arabia stated that the Palestinian problem :represents 

"the ucst serious exaaple of int:e:rnatianal political injustice" .  He <XI'mtuel Israel' s  

attit:OOe for its "flag:raut defiance" of the :resoluti.als adqlted by the United Natials, 

WW:h cxmfi.:rm the right of the Palestinian peq>le to their l'aneland am the Arab 

c:haracte.r of Je:rusalem. senxu Arabia supports Arab insistence that Israel nust wit!maw 

fmn all Arab-occupied territories. It 8\g)Orted a peaceful r:esolutiail of the Arab­

Israeli calflict but rejected the carp David accm'ds as inadequate to ac:hi.eve a cx:m­

prehensive political situaticm that would ensu:re Palestinian rights and adequately 

address the status of Jerusalem. In 1981 then C!J:cNn Prince Fah.d� p:rallllqated eight 

p;d.ncip1es that could, in his view, serve as the basis for a peaceful settlenent in the 

Middle East. '!be plan caused CDlCem in several Arab countries because it recognized 

hrpllcitly the leqit.:brecy of Israel , a· fact reluctantly adnitted by SaOOi Arabia. 

Fol.l.ow:in] President Reagan's plan in Sept:eri:Jer 1982 , Saudi Arabia joined other Arab 

teague members at Fez , Momooo , in puttinq forth an Arab peace plan. Recently, Sa\XIi. 

Arabia wl.caned the Ja:Canian-Palestini.an ag:reeneut, and during KiDJ Fahd • s visit to 

wa.sh:inqtcn, the tl'dted States was urged to step up efforts to briDJ peace to the Mid-

east. 

· In J::8qiiJXi to the situatial in Iebmxm, Saudi Arabia CXIlSi.ders that p:revent.iD;J 

Israel fmn .interferin:] in the intemal affairs of IebaiDl am the � uncxnti:tia1al. 

witlmawal of Israeli forces £:ran all lebanese territo:ry are b1o nea!SSC!J::Y prerequisites 
for the nollllll.izat.:ion of CX'I1di.tia1.s in lebanon and for the rededicatial of. efforts 

aimed at the :real i zatial of a just am tDtal. peace in the Middle Fast. 
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In the cpini.al of Saudi Arabia, the war between Iraq and Iran is "a rneaninjless 
and totally mtjustifiable 'Witt'" .  It said. that the "positive" stand displayed by Iraq 
"sh:W.d be matched" by Iran" and an end brought to this "bloodshed" bet:IRell tw neigbborin! · 
Islamic CX!Untries. Saudi Arabia views the cxmfllct between Iran and Iraq mt only 
as a factor C3US.iD:] instabili.ty in the mqian bit also as end.arJ;erirx.J its own 
security. Initially, it SURJOrted Iraq, bit later came to fear that Iranian retaliation 
might take the fOllll of stirriDJ up Smdi Arabia' s  Shi 'a mimrity. 

Sandi Arabia denounces and cxmdams South Africa for its racist policies. In 
its view, the persistence of South Africa in :rejectinq solutial.s to the pmbl.an of 
Namibia is not a c:xmst:ructive factor in helpirx.J it to pemeive the consequences of 
negating the rights of the Namibian p!q)le in their own territo:cy. 

'lbe pmblem of di sauuanent is also an_ issue of nax:h c:xmcem to Smdi Arabia. 
It views the cmns race as an ilrpntant factor. causirx] increased t:Snsi.a1 all over the 
'tiiDrld. Saudi Arabia exp:ressed its � for the iniatiatives am asolut:law taken 
by the Uti. ted Natials in the field of dj sarnarent and the endeavors made to Jlrplanent 
them. It pxopcsed an Ellbaxgo en a:menents for Israel and Scuth Africa. 

Parti.cular attent:ial is paid by Smx3i Arabia to 'tllerld ecaonic issues which, in 
its cpinial, axe � the major causes of internatialal tensial. It cxmsi.ders that 
the gxeat discrepancy am:mg States with xeqaxd to the size and kind of natural and 
material resources they possess renders � between the p!q)les of the developed 
and devel.opin! countries .an �ative requi.reaent. SauU Arabia believes in the 

I 

necessity of positive actial to achieve the objectives of total develqment and genuine 
pzogxess am pxosperity for all the peoples of the "WOrld. 'lb this end, it calls for 
developnent assistance both to CCiltinue and to increase and for the st:renqthenin; of 
existing develq:mental oxganizatials, which should be capable to play a m:re effective 
and xealistic xole in �  the demands of the present critical stage. It also 
believes that imustrialized countries of both the west and East should siD.llder · their 
xespamibillties fully am meet fiMncial obllgat:i.Ons under the rnt.exnatialal. Devel.qment 
strategy and the taxgets of official devel.qment assistance defined therein. 'lbe � 
of Sauii Arabia S\JRX)rts the idea of qlobal ecmanic negotiations and finds m SOUD1 
alternative for xeachinq a fair cx:mpn!hensive solution of intemat.ialal eoorani.c pxoblems 
that will prove stable and durable. It underlines that the "WOrld oamunity is called 
upon to :reinforce cxmfidence in the institutials and mechanisns of intexnatialal. 
� c:x>-opeXat:ion and �ially in the r>%091&tlles of the United Nations and its 

. ] .zed . spec1 a 1 agerx:J.eS. 
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In. Intemal Situatial - Govemment Policies 

'Dle central instit:utian of goverment is the nr:marchy. 'lbere is no fomal constitu- · 
tial. Political parties am natialal el.ect:icns are unknown. taw is the expressicn of 
the will of the namrch as limited by tribal custans am reliqious rules embJd:ied in the 
Islamic law (Sharia) • Iagisl.atial is by myal decl:ee or, in mi.lx>r natters , by ministerial.. 
mgul.atials. Assi.st:iJ1g the K:iJ¥J as head of state am Prl1re Minister is the royal 
cabinet. '1b! powers of the King are not defined, :but practically are limited by the 
fact that he IrllSt xetain a cxmsensus- of the Sandi xoyal family, the reliq:iDus leaders 
(ulema) , the chiefs of the iDpm:ant trib!s, the axmed forces and the buxeaucracy. 

'Dle respalSible lt'lEIIb!rs of the xoyal fami.ly ch:lose the King fran am:n:J themselves with 
the sanctiaLof the ulema.. 'Dle King acts as the highest court of appeal and has the 
power of pal:dal. 

'Dle kingdan is divided into 6 major am 12 mi.lx>r provinces . '!be najor_ provinces 
which inchde the principal urban centers and the ec:aani.call y :iD;lort:ant eastem 
pmvince, are generally govez:ned by xoyal princes or close J:el.atives of the myal 
fanily. All cpvemors are �inted by the King. Prorincial regulatials prori.de for 
the establ.is!Jnent of provincial camcil.s. I.aJ:ger urban areaS elect llllllicipal camcil.s . 

Despite :rapid eccn:m:l.c pro:Jxess, Saudi Arabia a:ntinues to upb:>ltf its trcK:titialal 
.and xel.igious values. · 'lbe K:iJ¥] '  s policy is � encxNX'ag8 gradual �ticn of the · 
Sand:i society within the � of Islam. 

' 

Basic foxeign policy objectives are to maintain Saudi Arabia's security am its 
positial in the Arabian peninsula, to defem general Arab intexests , to pzatote soli­
darity arrcng r.tJsl.im gavemnents , am to maintain CX>-q?erative relatials with other oil-
pxcd\x:inq am oil-<XI'lSmlinq CXU'ltries. &md:i Axabia is ·- . .. .. 
co-operatinq with all neiqhborinq countries to presexve stability in the Persian Gulf . 
In May 1981, it joined five other Gulf States in settinq up the Gulf Cb-operaticn 
Council, ostensibly a pact for ecxaLttdc co-q:eratim, but �also carryinq the potential 
of a militaey alliance and collective security_ pact. In Spite of its � 
with security, Saudi Arabia was cme of the leadinq mediators in the negcti.at:iaus 
aimed at fWinq solutials to the crisis in the xeqial. It plays an increasinqly 
pztminent mle -in the :rnternat:ialal. M:metaxy Fund, the �ld Bank, am Arab and 
Islamic financial arx1 deVelq:ment assi.st:alx:e institutials. It is me of the l.aLgest 
aid dcmrs in the wcrld. 
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Sm�i Arabia has a special relatialship with the United States . Al:t:b:Jugh strained · 

at times by diffexences aver the Arab-Israeli conflict, ts-sauii Arabian relations 

:reuain strong. Besides their sbared security goals in the region, close consultations 

between the blc parties have deveJ.q)ed em internat:ia1a1 econani.c am devel.optent 

issues. Sau1i Arabia and the thited States are parties tc over 37 treaties and agree- · 

ments aM!rlnJ cultural relatials, defense, desal inatial, econani.c am technical co­

operatial, imlestment guarantees, military missials , am trade am cx:mnerce. ts 

interests in Sm�i Arabia are extensive am Sm-'i Arabia is the 1a%gest cust:ater of 

llnerican gcods am services in the Middle East. Reportedly, a great nanber of. us 

citizens are WOJ:'ldD] in Scuii Arabia, many of them bein:J imlolved in the defense 

sector. As assessed by President Reaqan, the recent trip to the United States of 

Kinq Fab:l was "a veey � visit for both aJUntrles" .  '!he � issued em 

this occasial stressed that mth leaders agxeed that a stable peace in the Middle 

East DIJSt provide security "for all States in the area and for the exm:cise of the 

legitimate riqhts of the Pal.estiniaR people" . '!he � also underscored the 

CXIlt:inuir.q differen:es between the two States at lx:Jw tc achieve those goals. 

:...;: 
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lOlGXM CF SAUDI ARABIA 

List of Principal GoveJ:nnent Officials 

Kin] 
Prime Minister 

Dep. Prime Minister 

2m Dep. Pr:ime Minister 

Min. of Agricultuxe and water 

Min. of Cl:uuerce 
Min. of Cl:umlnicatials 
Min. of Defense and Aviatial 

Min. of B:lucatial 

Min. of Finance and Natialal � 
Min. of Fa:eign Affairs 

Min. of Health 

Min. of Higher Fdncatial 
Min. of Industl:y and Electricity 

Min. of Infcmnatial 

Min. of Interior 

Min. of JUstice 

Sa 'ud, Fahi bin 'Abel al- 'Aziz Al 

Sa 'ud, Fahi bin 'Al:x1 al-'Aziz Al · 

Sa 'ud, 'AMallah bin 'AI:xl al- 'AziZ 1 

Sa 1tXl, SUltan bin I AJ:Xl al- 1 Aziz AJ. 

Al al-shaykh, • Abel al-Rahnan • Al:x1 
al-. Aziz Hasan 

Solajm, Sol:iman Abdulaziz 
. . . 

Man.a:1rl, Husayan Ibrah:im al-

Sa 1ud, SUltan bin • Al:x1 al- . Aziz A1 

I<bJwaytir, • Abel al- 'Aziz • AJ:x1a 11 ah c 

Aba al-I<hayl , Muhamnad 'Ali 

Sa 'ud, Sa 'ud al-Faysal Al 

Alhegelan, Faysa1 'Al:x1 al-'Aziz 

Al al-shaykh, � it:n '»rla1lah 

Z2rnil , 1AI:x1 al- 1Aziz itn 'Abdallah a 

Sha. ir, Ali Hasan al-

Sa 1\Jd, Nayif bin I A1xi al- I Aziz AJ. 

A1 al-shaykh, Ibrahim it:n Muhamnad 
itn Ibrahim 



TO: 
A: 

THROUGH: 
S/C DE:  

FROM: 
OE: 

SUBJ ECT: 

OBJ ET: 

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  N A T i o N s  u N I E s  bi� - L ev·- ' 
INTEROFFICE M E MORANDUM M E MORANDUM INTERIEUR 

Mr . Virendra Dayal , Chef de Cabinet , 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 

DATE: 

"'� ;  ... 
R EFERENCE: ------·- -" 

Louis-Pascal N�gre , Assistant 
Secretary-General for Personnel 

Secretary-General ' s  visit to Oman, 
Bahrain and Qatar 

--AA, 
Servic� 

Saudi Arab ia, 

As requested by your off ice, I am pleased to send you herewith 

statistical data and lists of nationals froa Oaan , Saudi Arabia , 

Bahrain and Qatar employed by the United Nations Secretariat and 

other organs including their levels , func tional titles and duty 

stations . 

Please bear in mind that a recruitment mission is going this 

month to Bahrain to identify candidates . 

I should be grateful if the Secretary-General could take the 

opportunity of his visits to Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia to 

emphasize the recruit.ent efforts made by the Secretariat and to 

reques t the Governments of these Member States to co-operate in 

achieving the goals set forth by the General Assembly in Resolutions 

39/243 and 39/245 "to accelerate the recrui tment from unrepresented 

Member States and to increase the number of staff from underrepresented 

Member S tates" . 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

Nat ionals of Saud i  Arabia on geograph ical and non-geograph ical 
posts with the Un i ted Nat ions and some other UN organs 

1 .  There we re 4 nat ionals of Saud i Arabia on geograph ical posts at the 
Uni ted Nat ions Secr eta r i at as of 31 January 198 5 ,  as compared with a des i r able 
range for the country of 18-30 . Saud i Arabia is therefore under represented in 
the Sec retar iat . 

2 .  In add i t ion there wer e ,  as of 3 1  January 198 5 ,  11 saud i Arab ia nat ionals 
employed by UNDP* , 3 by UNICEF and 1 by UNHCR .  The total number of staff in 
the above-men t ioned organi zat ions therefore equals 19 . 

3 .  Attached is a table contain ing statistical data on Saud i Arabia ' s  
representat ion in the un i ted Nations Secretar iat for the last 10 year s ,  a s  of 
30 June of each year , wh ich is the end of the year for the purpose of 
repor t ing to the General Assembly . Th is table also ind icates the most r ecent 
data ava i lable for 30 June 1984 . At tached as wel l  is a l i s t  of 19 nat iona ls 
of th is Member State within the UN Secretar iat and other organizat ion s .  Th is 
list shows the name s ,  levels of posts encumbered , funct ional t itles , offices 
and duty stat ions whe re the s ta f f  membe r s  were employed as of 31 January 1985 .  

*The cur rent information on the local staff of UNDP i s  unava i lable at 
this t ime due to techn ical reasons and a s  a resu lt ,  the data provided for some 
local staff member s  m ight be out of date . The data on the international 
sta f f ,  however , is reasonably up to da t e .  
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Divis ion for Pol icy Co-ord inat ion 
Office of Per sonne l Services 

1 9 7 5  

1 9 7 6  

1 9 7 7  

1 9 7 8  

1979 

1980 

1 9 8 1  

1 9 8 2  

1 9 8 3  

19 84 

1 9 7 5  

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1 9 84 

STAFF MEMBERS WHO ARE NATI ONALS OF 
SAUDI ARABIA 

IN POSTS SUBJECT TO GEOGRAPHICAL DI STRIBUTION 
19 7 5-19 8 4 *  

Des i-
rable Contr i- We ighted 

USG ASG D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2 P-1 Total range bution range 

2 2 2-7 0 . 06 54-1 6 5  

3 3 2-7 0 . 0 6  153-233 

2 2 6-11 0 . 24 190-3 39 

3 3 6-11 0 . 2 3  185-3 3 5  

2 1 3 6-11 0 . 2 3 18 5-3 34 

2 2 12-17 0 . 58 3 8 2-5 3 2  

1 1 1 3 13-25 0 . 5 8  519-9 5 8  

2 2 4 13-24 0 . 58 512-9 5 2  

2 1 3 18-30 0 . 8 6 718-1157 

2 1 3 18-30 0 . 8 6  720-1160 

Staff at A P P 0 I N T M E N T S S E P A R A T I 0 N S 
beg inning Non- Non- Adjust-

of year Career career Total Career career Total ments 

2 1 1 1 1 

2 1 1 

3 -1 

2 1 1 +1 -1 

3 

3 1 1 

2 1 1 

3 1 1 

4 1 1 

3 

*as of 30 June 1984 

we ighted 
Staff 

Pos it ion 

3 1 . 6  

47 

38 

57 

6 7  

48 

93 

125 

101 

101 

Staff at 
end of 

year 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 
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S AUD I ARAB I A  
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NAME s B I RTH GRADE A · PREF I X  FUNCT . T I T LE OFF I CE DUTY STAT I ON EODUN CTR EXP I RY 
X DATE s TYP REV I EW 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

SECRETAR I AT 
GEOGRAPH I C  

AL-BAS SAM , S ULAFA F 1 60945 P -4 G PROGRAMME OF I E SA NEW YORK 02 1 2 7 1  P E R  
ALMANA , F AT I MA F 0 1 0 1 47 P - 2  G ASSOCT ECONOMI C  A 0 ECWA BAGHDAD 0 1 066 1 F I X  3 1 1 085 
HE GELA N , ABDELAZ I Z  S M 30045 1 P- 3  G L I A I SON OFFR REGCOM NEW YORK 1 5 1084 F I X  1 4 1085 
OBA I D , THORYYA AMED F 0 1 0345 P-4 G SOC I AL AFF 0 ECWA BAGHDAD 0 1 1 1 76 P E R  02 1 28 2  

4 
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OMAN (UM ..-ber aiuce 7 October 1971) 

1 .  Tbe Sultall Qabua ia a .adeat ruler of oue of the oldeat aDd .,at atrategic 

&lUI populoua couatriea :1D that regiou. Be baa jua� co.pleted a annual 

. :1Dterual tour duriDg which he drivea hia j eep acroaa varioua parte of tbe 

country to .. et hia aubjecta . The Sulta vould alaclly offer hia 1Jipreaaiou 

ou that tour if ukecl. 

2. o.ant official& avoid public diaplay of luxury or outside appearance . 

They pride tb-elvea on achieri.ug risible · proareaa while aaiDtainfng their 

tradition. Coutructi011 lawa require the aailltmumce of o.ani atyle 

architecture even ill the .oat .oclem baildillga . 

3. Tbe progreaa achieved durilla the lut decade, vhich coillcidea vitb 

the rule of Sulta Qabus includes COil8tracti01l of ca.preheuive neighborhood• 

and iJipreasive highways which are uaaal.ly diaplayed to visitors . 

4. Sultma Qabua will be the boat of tbe head• of Statu of tbe Gulf 

co-operatiOD Coulldl. uat Hov..mer. Be will be &lad to nbllit propoaala 

· to that .-it ill aupport of ideas that .. y be propoaed by tbe Secretary­

General dariDg hi8 riait. 

5. M tbe arrival ill o.m will be at tbe Sultan' •  apecial airport, 110t 

the c01aercial one, 110 illteuive -.eli& preaence ia expectecl . Tbe official 

television rill be there aDd oaly a brief atat.-ent ia expected. A preas 
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conferezace ill the official puthouae could be arranged, if deemed duirable. 

A tout apeech by the Secretary-General .. Y be expecte4 during an official 

function li'VeD by the Sultan or the Foreign Miniater. 

6 .  Tbere ia polite akepticin ill o.an on the uaefulneaa of aoae Ullited llatiou 

dnelopllellt "expert•" aoae of whoa luwe been there for 6 - 7 yeara . Tbe idea 

of an illteraatiollal expert ia to help aet-up or att.ulate a project, then 

leave. An interllal diaeuaaion in Oaan center• on a �arati•e coat-

effecti•enea• between the aultilateral and bilateral experta . 



CONF IDENTIAL 

Note for the Secretary-General 

OMAN 

General 

The Sultanate of Oman is the second lar gest country after Saud i Arabia on 
the Arab ian Pen insula with an area estima ted at 300 , 000 square km . Oman ' s  
ter r itory includes the t iP. of the str ategically impor tant Ras Musandam , which 
juts into the Str ait of Hormuz in the nor th and the Mas ir ah I sland in the 
Arabian sea along its eas tern coast . 

Oman is bordered on the nor th-east by the Gul f of Oman , on the eas t and 
south by the Ar ab ian sea , on the south-wes t by Peoples Democratic Republic of 
Yemen ( PDRY) , on the wes t  by the Ar-Rab ' al-Khali ( Empty Quar ter or the deser t 
region where frontiers remain unde fined ) and Saudi Ar abia and on the 
nor th-west by the Un ited Arab Emirates (UAE) . 

Apar t from a por tion of the border with PDRY wh ich has been officially 
demar ca ted , Oman ' s  frontier s with its neighbours remain undefined . 

A census has never been h eld in Oman . The population is es tima ted at 
8 64 , 0 0� and the Un ited Na tions projects it to increase to 1 . 2  mill ion in 19 9 0 .  

Oman has an ancient h is tory .  The descendents of Jok tan (men tioned in 
Genes is 10 : 26-30 ) immigrated as far as Dhofar (Sephar ) .  The ar ea was alr eady 
a commer cial and sea-far ing centre in Sumar ian times . The population was 
conver ted to I slam in the l ife time of Prophet Muhammad . Oman soon became the 
centre of the I badhi sect which believed that any pious muslim could become 
ca liph or Imam and the Imam should be elected . Omani tr ibes elected their 
Imams for centur ies therea fter . The first Sul tanate was es tabl ished in Muscat 
in 1775 while the tr ibes in the inter ior continued to elect their Imam 
r esul ting in cons tant str i fe between the Sul tan and the Imam. The Br itish 
ar r ived in the last quar ter of the eighteen th cen tury and tr ied to es tablish 
the ir influence in the country with the aim of secur ing their sea route to 
India . In 179 8 , the Br itish concluded the first of a ser ies of Treaties of 
Fr iendship, Commer ce and Navigation with the Sul tan of Muscat (1891 , 1939 , 
1951 ) . By the ear ly n ineteen th cen tury the Sultan had become almost en tir ely 
dependent on that country .  Although there was no tr eaty-obligation on Br itain 
to give mil itary suppor t to the Sultan , Br itish for ces always helped the 
Sul tan in h is almos t per pe tual conflict with the Imam , who controlled to a 
gr eater or smaller degr ee the in ter ior of the country. Muscat lost control of 
the inter ior in the early years of the twent ieth cen tury and in 1920 the 
Treaty of Seeb was · s igned between the Sultan of Musca t and the Imam of Oman 
wh ich led to a peace fu l  per iod un til 1954.  On the death of the Imam o f  Oman 
in that year , the Sultan tr ied to succeed him with the help of the Musca t and 
Oman Field For ce (MOFF) organ ized by Petroleum Development (Oman ) Ltd , the 
Br i tish Oil Company , under an agreemen t with the Sultan . Another per iod of 
s tr i fe ensued but in 1 9 59 the Imam ' s  suppor ter s  were finally defeated and he 
was exiled in Saudi Arabia . 

I n  Mar ch 1962 , the Sultanate of Musca t was declared by the Br itish to be 
an independent and Sover eign State in accor dance with inter national law. 
Egypt and several other Arab States charged , however , that the Un ited Kingdom 
was maintain ing a colonial pr esence in Muscat and Oman . In 1965 and 
r epeatedly thereafter the Un ited Na tions called for the elimination of the 
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Br itish pr esence . Oman finally joined the Un ited Nations in 1971 , a year 
after Sultan Said had been ous ted by h is young son , Sultan Qaboos who changed 
the name of the country from Muscat and Oman to the Sultanate of Oman . Around 
the same time an insurgency broke out in the Dhofar prov ince in the south-west 
of the country border ing PDRY . wh ich was finally put down in 1976 a fter a 
prolonged confl ict .  Trouble has er upted off and on in the province in 
subsequent years and the area has been paci fied only very recently with 
mass ive inj ect ions of developmen t funds and subs id ies . 

Government 

Oman is an absolute Monar chy. The Sultanate has no cons titution or 
legislatur e .  In 1970 , Sul tan Qaboos appoin ted a cab inet o f  ministers , but h e  
has reta ined the por tfolios of finance , defence and foreign affairs for 
h imself .  A State Consultative Assembly was es tabl ished in 1981 (17 government 
represen tatives , 17 represen tatives of pr ivate sector and 11 regional 
repr esen tatives ) .  Member s o·f the Assembly are appoin ted by the Sul tan . I ts 
role is con fined to commen ts on economic and social developments and 
recommendations on government policies in th ese ar eas . 

Compos i tion of the Government ; 

Head of State t Premier and Min is ter of Fbreign Affairs , De fence 
and Finance s Sul tan Qabooe Bin Said (assumed power 24 July 197 0 )  

Impor tant Min is ter s s  

Economy 

Depu ty  Premier for Secur i ty  and De fence ; Sayyid 
Fahar B in Taimour Al-Said . 
Depu ty Premier for Legal Affa i r s t Sayyid Fahad Bin Mahmoud Al-Said . 
Deputy Pr ime Min ister for Finan c ial and Economic Affair s ;  Qais 
Abdul Munim Al-Zawawi . 
Special Adv iser to the Sultan and Governor of Musca t t  Sayyid 
Thuwaini Bin Sh ihab Al-Said . 
Min is ter of State for Foreign Affa i r s s Youse f  Al-Alawi Abdullah . 

Oman ' s  loca tion at the entrance to the Per s ian Gul f made it for centur ies 
an entrepot for trade including a subs tan tial traf fic in arms and slaves . Bu t 
this commercial economy decl ined in the n ineteen th cen tur y  when traditional 
tr ade patterns were d isrupted by the domination of the European nations over 
As ia .  Oman ' s  economy then became pr edominen tly agr icultur al . Some 70 percent 
of the labour for ce is s t ill engaged in agr icultur e .  

Oil was discover ed in 1964 , production began in 1967 and by the 
mid-seventies the economy was almost entir ely oil-based with output averaging 
around 3 5 0 , 0 00 b/d .  By 1981 oil revenues reached $ 4 . 4 bill ion providing most 
of government income and all the country ' s  for eign exchange . In the past two 
year s despi te the fall ing oil pr ices oi l revenues have been maintained by an 
increase in pr oduction to 400 , 000 b/b . Omani oil is attractive to the 
companies s ince it can be delivered outs ide the Strait of Hormuz . Oman has 
there fore had no d ifficulty in mark e ting its incr eased output . 

In 1983 GNP was es timated at $ 5  bill ion and per capita income had reached 
$7 , 000 up from only $ 566 in 1973 . 
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For eign Pol icy Or ien ta tions 

His tor ically , Oman has been closely l in ked to the Un ited Kingdom through 
treaty relations and secur ity ar r angemen ts . The Sul tan has also r elied 
heav ily on Br itish arms and military office r s  on contract to quell constant 
inter nal r ebellions . Be fore the discovery of oil , Un ited Kingdom prov ided 
cons iderable financial and technical support to the Omani gover nment .  
Fur thermore , Br it ish oil compan ies have enjoyed extens ive concess ions i n  the 
countr y. This heavy dependence on Br i ta in when seen together with the 
Sul tan ' s  deep concern with exter nal and inter nal thr eats to h is r ule and 
Oman ' s  strategic location on the southern s ide of the Strait of Hormuz at the 
mouth of the Pers ian Gulf where the Wes tern world has v i tal str a tegic 
interests have severely lim ited Oman ' s  for eign policy options . It is not 
surpr is ing therefore that Oman is pe rhaps the most pro-west nation in the 
r egion . 

In recent year s ,  Oman has increas ingly tur ned towards the Un i ted States 
although the trad itional mil itary and pol itical links with the Un ited Kingdom 
have been reta ined despi te the Br itish wi thdrawal from the Gul f region which 
began in the s ixties and culminated in the withdrawal of Br itish for ces from 
Masirah I sland in 1977 . 

This gener ally pro-west or ien ta tion has inevitably coloured Oman ' s  
pos ition on most issues affecting the region . Oman was the only Ar ab country , 
apar t from the Sudan , which suppor ted the Camp Dav id Accords and never broke 
diploma tic relations with Egypt . It has been trad itionally allied with the 
conservative and moderate regimes of the Arab wor ld . Not only this , it has 
been a strong advocate of a Wes tern pr esence in the region as an assurance for 
the secur i ty and stab ility of moderate countr ies . 

At the first GCC Summit h eld in Abu Dhabi in May 198 1 ,  Oman proposed that 
GCC countr ies should co-oper ate mil i tar ily with the Un ited States to ens ur e 
the secur ity of the Str ait of Hormuz and the Gul f .  Sul tan Qaboos has 
cons is tently main tained that while the GCC ' s  own defence e ffor ts were laudable 
and necessar y ,  in the end analys is ,  the Gulf could not be de fended agains t  
outs ide for ces without us suppor t and mili tary involvement .  

Relations with the Un i ted Sta tes 

After the depar tur e  of the Br i tish from the region , the United States has · 
increas ingly come to f ill the power vaccuum by deploying new naval for ces 
ar ound the Gul f  and by establ is h ing close political and · secur ity ties with 
Oman . I n  June 1980 , the two countr ies signed an agreement wher eby , in 
exchange for Un ited States mil itary and economic aid and a commi tment to 
Oman ' s  secur ity ,  Oman would grant the us the use of port and air base 
facil i t ies in the Gul f ,  including Masirah I sland . Ear ly in 198 1 ,  the Un ited 
Sta tes set up a communication ' s  centre in Oman and pledged more than $ 200 
mill ion for 1981- 1983  to develop por t and airpor t facili ties in r etur n  for the 
r ight to s tockpile supplies in Oman for poss ible use by the Un i ted Sta tes 
Rapid Deploymen t Fbrce . Un i ted States for ces were permitted to make landings 
in Oman dur ing the "Br ight Star " mil itary exer cises held in the region in 
December 19 81 . Oman thus enjoys a key posi t ion in the Un i ted States Strategic 
plann ing for the de fence of Wes tern inter es ts in the Gul f .  
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At the poli tica l leve l ,  the two countr ies have regular cons ulta tions and 
exchange of v is i ts but their economic ties have not dev eloped as much as could 
be expected . Uni ted States is in the four th place as a trading par tner of 
Oman a fter Japan , the Un ited Kingdon and the UAE . 

Rela tions wi th the United Kingdom 

As stated ear l ier , Oman has been histor ically l inked with the Un i ted 
Kingdom in a close pol itical and secur ity r e la t ionsh ip s ince the end of the 
eigh teen th cen tury wh ich has surv ived the independence of the coun tr y. The 
Oman i armed for ces are lar gely Br it ish tr ained and Br itish mil itary off icers 
and equi pmen t have been the backbone of the countr y ' s  secur ity . Br itish oil 
companies have a major in ter est in the country ' s  oil sector and Br i tain is its 
s econd lar gest trading par tner after Japan . Al though the Un i ted States has 
taken over the Br i t ish secur ity role in the Gul f region ,  the Br itish inter es ts 
and influence in Oman are to th is day well-entr enched . 

Re la tions with the Neighbour ing Countr ies 

Histor ically , Oman ' s  rela t ions with i ts neighbour s in the Gul f have never 
been easy . Dur ing the r eign of Sul tan S a id ,  even the moder ate countr ies such 
as Saudi Arabia , Kuwa i t  and UAE viewed with dis favour Oman ' s  isolation ist 
policies and its dependence on Br itain mil itary forces . But with the 
acce ss ion of Sulta n  Qaboos ,  and mor e specially since the defeat of the Dhofar 
insur gen ts in 1975 in wh ich ass is tance from Saudi Ar abia , Iran ,  UAE , Jor dan 
and Pak is tan played a s igni ficant par t ,  Oman ' s  rela t ions wi th i ts mode r ate 
neighbours have improved cons ider ably . 

After the establ ishment of the GCC , Oman has come to rely on financial 
suppor t from its more affluent par tners : Saudi Ar abia , Kuwait and UAE des pite 
the con t in uing d iffer ences of percept ion about the secur ity needs of the 
region . Oman has par ticipa ted in joint mil itary exer cises with other GCC 
countr ies and has assumed the major res pons ib il i ty in GCC ar r angements for the 
secur ity of the Str ait of Hor muz . But Oman ' s  newly es tabl ished secur ity 
r e la t ionship with the Un i ted States and i ts agr eemen t to pr ov ide fac ilities to 
the u .  S .  Rapid Deployment For ce count inues to ra t tle i ts neighbour s ,  
especi ally Kuwai t  and the UAE . There have been r epor ts that Kuwa it had 
offer ed Oman $1 . 2  b i ll ion to drop the Un i ted Sta tes mil itary facil ities . Wh en 
Sultan Qaboos was quer ied about it he den ied that any such offer was made and 
added that any way Oman i diplomacy was not for sale . 

As regar ds rela t ions with the Peoples Democr atic Republ ic of Yemen , 
( PDRY) political and ideological di ffer ences , comb ined with border problems 

w i th that country have con tr ibuted to di fficult and at times tense bilate r al 
relations . In the 1970 ' s  PDRY was repor ted to back the Popular Front for the 
Liber ation of Occupied Arabian Gul f  and i ts ally the Na tional Democratic Front 
for the Liberat ion of the Occupied Arab Gulf who were figh ting agaist the 
Sultan in the Dhofar pr ov ince . In 1972 , the Omani forces attacked the border 
area of PDRY in pur s uit of the insur gents . But a fter the de feat of the reb els 
in 1975 , r ela tions between the two countr ies improved . In 198 1 ,  in respons e 
to a poss ible r esur gence of the rebels , Oman c losed its bor der s with PDRY and 
Omani forces on the bor der wer e pu t on aler t .  But with Kuwa iti and UAE 
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med iat ion talks opened in 1 9 82 and in October of that year , Oman and PDRY had 
re-establ ished d iplomatic r e lat ions and s igned an agr eement on •normalization "  
o f  relations . 

The two coun tr ies have also agr eed to discuss their border pr oblem with 
the help of the GCC and a Joint Border Comm ittee has been set up with the 
par ticipation of Kuwa it and UAE .  The Committee has held th ree meet ings so 
far , the la test be ing in Oman in January 1985 . Al though movement ha·s been 
slow , Kuwai t i  sour ces have repor ted that some pr ogr ess has been made . 

Relati ons with Yemen Ar ab Republic have been more smooth , with no major 
problems between the two cou ntr ies . 

Rela tions with I r an under the Shah we re close and warm. Iranian force s 
helped the Sul tan in quelling the Dhofar rebell ion . But a fter the Iranian 
revolut ion Oman has joined the GCC against the perce ived Iranian secur ity 
threat and the spr ead of r ad ical Sh i ite in fluence . 

With Pak is tan , r ela t ions ar e deeply rooted in geography, h i s tor y ,  tr ade 
and ethnic affiliations . Geogr aph ically , Oman is Pak is tan ' s  closest Ar ab 
nei ghbour . The racial stock of the populat ion on the southern coas t  of 
Pak is tan is s imilar to segmen ts of the oman i populat ion (Mekran ian and 
Baluchi ) and in history the r e  has been cons tant to and fro mov emen ts of 
population . Near ly 80 per cent of the 1 50 , 000 for ei gn workers in Oman are from 
Pak is tan and Ind ia .  Local tr ade , and fish ing have also flour ished . Un til the 
1950 s ,  Oman owned the enclave of Gwader with i ts fish ing por t on the Arabian 
Sea coa s t  of Pak is tan when it was pur_chased by Pak istan for about US$ 10 
million . With the ir common pro-Western ou t look , the two countr ies en joy a 
close po l i t ica l and s ecur i ty r ela t ions h ip .  Oman en joys the r ight to r ecr ui t a 
limited number of per sonnel for its armed for ces from Baluch is tan and Pak is tan 
pr ov ides adv iser s and offi ce r s  for the Omani forces . 

Oman has s imilar socio-cul tur al l inks and poli tical rappor t with Egypt . 
It re lies on Egypt ian per sonnel for mann ing i ts admin istrative serv ices . The 
two countr ies also have a secur ity unders tanding s ince 1980 under wh ich Egypt 
is pledged to come to Oman ' s  ass is tance in case of a threat to its secur ity . 

As regards the r adical Ar ab countr ies , in the past they have v iewed Oman 

as a colon ial outpos t in the region and ev en to th is day cons ider it to be a 
conserva t ive and reac tionary regime which toes the Wes tern l ine . Oman ' s  
suppor t for the Camp Dav id Accords and i ts  r ecent welcome o f  the Jordanian 
move to r es tore diplomatic r ela tions with Egypt are seen as . ev idence of th is 
pol icy . 

Relat ions with the Social is t  Countr ies 

Oman does not have d iploma tic or trade relat ions with the Sov iet Un ion 
and other East European countr ies . But it has diplomatic and tr ade ties with 
Ch ina . An ind ica tion of the growing rela t ionsh ip between the two countr ies is 
the fi r s t  v is i t to Oman of a Ch inese mil itary delegation headed by the Depu ty 
Chief of Sta ff of the People ' s  Liberation Army ,  Gener al He Zengwen , in 
December 1 9 8 4 . 
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Oman and the Un i ted Na tions 

Oman joined the Un ited Nat ions on 7 October 1 9 7 1  after a long per iod of 
controversy about its independent s ta tus . 

In 1960 , ten Arab countr ies led by Egypt had placed the •quest ion of 
Oman • on the agenda of the 'General Assembly des pite Br it ish objections . The 
question was cons idered in the Special Poli tical Committee between 1960 and 6 3  
and although the Committee recommen ded dr aft r e sol utions these could not 
obtain a major i ty  in the Assembly . In 1 9 6 3  following a dis cuss ion in the 
Four th Committee , an Ad Hoc Committee on Oman was set up to examine the 
question . Allega tions wer e  made by the Imam (s uppor ted by many Arab 
countr i es )  about Br i tish colon ial oppr ess ion under the nomi nal rule of the 
Sulta n .  The Committee noted the una n imous view o f  the peopl e in Musca t and 
Oman that as a pr erequis ite of any solut ion , the Br it ish pr esence in any form 
must come to an end . It called for ear ly nego tiations to settle the que s tion 
on the bas is of the le g itimate aspir a tions of the people of Mus cat and Oman . 
Be tween 1 9 6 5  and 1970 General Assembly adopted sever al r esolu tions , under 
wh ich it recogn ised the r ight to sel f-determinat ion of the people of Oman and 
ca lled for the e limina t ion of Br itish dom ina tion in any form. Opposi t ion to 
the country ' s  admiss ion to the un i ted Na tions was softened with the coming to 
power of Sultan Qaboos in 1970 , and Oman was adm itted a year later . 

Oman is a member of ECWA and all the specialized agencies except IAEA, 
ILO and WI PO .  It is also a member of the Group of 77 , the Non-al igned 
Movemen t ,  the Ar ab League and the I slamic Confer ence . 

Oman has played a low-key role at the Un ited Nations pr onouncing itself 
mainly on such poli tical issues as the Middle East ques tion, Afghan is tan and 
the Ir an-I raq war . In gener al , it has fo llowed the GCC s tand on these 
is sues . Wi th in the As ian group, Oman has been act ive on behal f of the Ar ab 
group as we ll as the smaller As ian countr ies to incr ease the i r  shar e of 
represen tat ion in Un i ted Nations bod ies . 

Conclu s ion 

Oman has come a long way since the s ixties when even its independent 
s ta tus was ques t ioned and inter nal str i fe and rebell ion was a cons tan t featur e 
of i ts national life . In par ticular , after Sultan Qaboos took over and 
successfully over came the Dho far r ebellion ,  the country has made cons ider able 
pr ogress towar ds the goals of moder nization , r educing its over-dependence on 
the Un i ted Kingdom , and bu ilding a s tr ucture of fr iendly r ela tions with its 
neighbour s .  

The Sultan has in iti ated ambitious pr ogr ammes for the spr ead of educa tion 
and for the health and wel fare of the people includ ing the payment of 
s t ipends , scholar sh ips and sub s id i es to a lar ge number of famil ies 
par t icularly in the h inter land and in the tr ibal regions whi ch have had an 
impor tant impact in paci fying the country. At the same t ime , a pr ogr amme of 
Oman izat ion has been underway. I n  November 1 9 84 , the first Oman i national , 
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Major General Naseed Bin Haman , was appointed as the Army Ch ief so that all 
th r ee armed serv ices ar e now headed by Omanis . The number of Br i tish Of fi ce r s  
h a s  been r educed to a few hundr ed and r eliance on other for eign per sonnel i n  
both the civil and mi l i tary fields is being s teadily r educed . 

The country today en joys peace and cons iderable prosper i ty  at home , 
rela tive calm on i ts bor der s  and good rela tions with i ts nei ghbour . Much of 
the cr ed i t  for th is s i tuat �on goes to Sul tan Qaboos , who has adopted generally 
forward look ing policies . 
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Oman . 

Head of State : His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said 

Population : 950,000 (mid-1 982 estimate) 

Gross Domestic Product (GOP): US$7.2 billion (1 982) 

Inflation : 8.5% (1982 estimate) 

Exchange Rate : US$1 - Oman Riyals (OR) 0.3454 (fixed) 

Foreign Exchange Reserves: US$1 ,320 million (October 1983) 

Gold: 286,000 fine troy ounces (October 1 983) 

Import Cover: 6 months (1982 estimate) 

Payments: There are no difficulties with payments for exports 
to Oman. 

Present Situation 
Economic performance remains relatively buoyant in 

comparison with that of many other oil producers. Oil 
production has been raised and realisation of the 1981 -85 
Development Plan thus seems assured. The external position 
remains strong. 

Political Situation 
Sultan Oaboos bin Said is Head of State. Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs. Defence and Finance. The highest 
executive authority is a 22-man Council of Ministers which is 
directly responsible to the Sultan. A 45 member Advisory 
Council, set up in the autumn of 1 98 1 ,  meets four times a year to 
debate and make recommendations to the Sulta n. 

Relations with other Arab states continue to strengthen. 
Oman was a founder member of the �ca.ti.Q_n Council 
formed in May 1981 with a view to encouraging reg�-cp­
operation in several areas; the other members are Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emiqatea. 

The Iran-Iraq war continues to cause concern in terms of its 
implications for Oman's external security, as around 1 6% of the 
non-communist world's oil supplies pass through the partly 
Omani�ontrolled Straits of Hormuz. In addition to American 
military and economic aid financial assistance for defence is 
received from other Gulf Council members. 

Economic Situation 
Oman remains heavily dependent on oil production. Despite 

efforts to diversify the esQAe"'ie base, petroleum generates 
96% of exports and re-exports, 92% of Government revenues 
and 62% of GOP. Economic activity, therefore, is closely related 
to the fortunes of the oil industry. The high GOP g rowth rates 
achieved in 1 979 and 1980, for example, were attributable to the 
sharp rise in oil prices in these years. 

The 1981-85 Development Plan sets an annual average 
growth rate of 1 3%, considerably lower than the rate of 20% a 
year achieved in the previous plan 1 976-80. Although great 
importance is placed on diversifying the economy, the 
petroleum sector is the Plan's main focus, and in the first year of 
the plan the sector achieved real growth of 1 6%. Industrial 
development in particular is being encouraged. with thP 
Goverment aiming to assist the private sector to establish 
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small-scale industries which have export potential and which 
make use of domestic raw materials. During the period 1 980-82 
real non-oil GOP is estimated to have increased by 1 0-15%. 

Notwithstanding a fall  in petroleum earnings last year, ( stemming from the continued weakness in world oil prices. the 
authorities have made it clear that development investment is 
not to be cut back; the latter is planned to reach US$9.6 billion 
under the current programme. of which US$6.2 billion will be 
spent by the Government. However. current budgetary 
expenditure for 1983 was revised downwards by some 6% to 
US$4.5 billion. Military spending was allocated 40% of the total. 
Government revenue in 1983, at US$3.4 billion, was expected to 
be 1 1 %  above the 1 982 figure but, because of growth in net 
official lending and equity participation. last year's realised 
deficit will exceed the budgeted amount of US$ 1 . 1  billion. This 
year the deficit is expected to be reduced to some US$600 
million due to an improvement in revenues. 

Oil and Gas 
Oman is one of the smallest Arab producers of oil. The 

country is not a member of OPEC although it does not diverge far \ 
from OPEC pricing policy. Output averaged about 320,000 
barrels a day (b/d) in 1982 but the need to increase revenues led 
to an increase in the production ceiling last year to 360,000 b/d 
and to 400,000 b/d for 1984. 

At the end of 1 982 reserves were estimated at 2.98 billion 
barrels, double the 1976 estimate as a result of increased 
exploration, and equivalent to about 20 years' supply at the 
present production rate. The main production areas are in the 
central desert area and in Northern Dhofar but two recent 
discoveries are at Karim West in the South and Russaya in the 
North. 

Petroleum Development Oman (PDO). in which the Govern­
ment has a 60% stake, is the major oil producer and is to invest 
US$2.6 billion during the 1 981 -85 Plan.  A large proportion of this 
amount is assigned to the country's first oil refinery at Mina ai­
Fahal which began operations i n  November 1 982. With initial 
production of 20.000 b/d and an overall capacity of 50,000 b/d, 
the refinery is to supply the home market. thereby reducing 
imports of refined products. A second refinery of 200,000 b/d is 
under consideration and would be built under the auspices of 
the Gulf Co-operation Council. 

With a view to extending the life of the oilfields, the use of 
natural gas is being encouraged as a substitute. Proven natural 
gas reserves are estimated at 6.3 trillion cubic feet (cu. ft.). of 
which 1 .5 trillion cu. ft. is associated gas. This gas, found with oil, 
was once fla red off but higher energy prices have now made its 
collection economic. Over the next 40years 3 trillion cu. ft. of gas 
will be required to cover domestic and industrial consumption 
with a further 4 trillion cu. ft. needed for enhanced oil recovery. 
This is in excess of known reserves but it is estimated that a 
further 4.7 trillion cu. ft. of gas reserves could be tapped by 
shallow drilling and that deeper drilling will produce even more. 

Agriculture and Fishing 
Agriculture and fishing were the mainstays of the economy 

until the discovery and exploitation of hydrocarbons. As a result 
of the growth of the petroleum sector, its contribution to GOP 
has fallen from 34% in 1 967 to only 2% in 1 980. Nevertheless. at 
least 50% of indigenous Oman is still derive their principal source 
of income from agriculture and fishing. Although the tota l 



cultivable area amounts to only about 83.400 hectares, 0.3% of 
the whole territory, a shortage of water for irrigation has 
restricted crop growing to currently about 40,000 hectares. Date 
palms cover about half the cultivated area but the Government is 
seeking to substitute other more profitable cash crops, better 
suited to mechanised farming methods. Other crops include 
lucerne, wheat, mangoes, limes and bananas. Near more 
populated areas, vegetable production is becoming an 
important source of income. 

Poor agricultural productivity has made Oman increasingly 
reliant on imported food. The aim of attaining self-sufficiency by 
the end of the century is highly optimistic, not least because this 
would require the reclamation of more than 1 00,000 hectares of 
land. The main emphasis at present is on expanding production 
in existing areas through water conservation and the 
introduction of new crops. An important move is the repair of the 
complex -falaj" irrigation system of underground tunnels and 
channels, on which most of Oman's agriculture depends. The 
major part is privately-owned, making repairs to the whole 
system difficult without government assistance. Some US$64 
million is being spent on rebuilding the damaged parts, while 
another US$ 1 1  million has been earmarked for developing an 
entirely new irrigation system in the interior and the south of the 
country. 

The sea off Oman's 1 700 kilometres of coastline is a rich 
source of several varieties of fish. The total catch in 1 982 was 
estimated at about 84,000 tonnes. The Oman National Fisheries 
Company established in 1 980 and owned 60% by private 
investors. 20% by the government and 20% by individual 
fishermen, is the country's first large commercial fishing 
enterprise. The company operates four deep-sea trawlers and 
an industrial complex at Muttra h.  

Mining end Industry 
Oman is relatively rich in materials with extensive deposits of 

I 
copper, manganese. lead, iron, zinc, chrome, asbestos, 
phosphates, coal,  gold, silver and nickel. A major problem, 
however, is that many of the deposits are located in very 
inaccessible areas. Copper, mined by Oman Mining Company is 
the most important mineral; production at the copper smelter 
near Sohar began in 1 983 and the first refined copper shipment 
of 500 tonnes has been exported. Annual output is eventually 
expected to reach 1 6,000 tonnes, although reduced world 
demand and start-up problems will limit this to about 7,000 
tonnes initially. Saudi Arabia is the company's principal market. 

Industrial activity remains very limited owing to the small size 
of the domestic market, the lack of trained Omani manpower 
and limited export possibilities. Nevertheless, incentives offered 
under successive Development Plans have led to a considerable 
increase in the number of registered companies, mainly 
small-sized service firms, and several measures, including tax 
incentives, have been introduced to encourage the 
development of private industry. In addition, a 90-hectare 
industrial estate is being established in Rusail. By the end of 1 983 
only a sma l l number of industries had been established in the 
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estate but it is planned eventually to make 1 09 fully-serviced 
plots available for letting. 

Finance 
Oman's financial status has changed radically in the last few 

years, largely because of its oil discoveries and the increase in 
world oil prices in the late 1 970s. Unlike other Gulf producers, 
Oman is favourably situated to export oil outside the troubled 
Gulf waterway, and this has helped to maintain demand despite 
the worldwide downward trend in 1 982 and 1 983. 

On the expenditure side, the cost of supporting the country's 
military and security forces continues to rise. As a result of 
increased military facilities in the Musandam peninsula, defence 
expenditure in 1 981 and 1 982 was even higher than planned. 
Civil expenditure rose in 1 982 to OR605 million, of which current 
spending amounted to about OR300 million. 

Although Oman contributes to several aid funds abroad, it 
does itself receive substantial loans and aid form the Arab world 
and from Europe. ln June 1 983 Oman signed its first commercial 
loan agreement for four years. Totalling US$300 million, this is 
to be used to finance a number of development projects. 

Oman has no comprehensive cost of living index. According 
to an index for a few basic foodstuffs, price increases in 1 979 
averaged 8.5%, rising in both 1 980 and 1 98 1  by 1 0% and by8.5% 
in 1 982. 

Trade end Payments 
Despite higher Government expenditure and a fall in oil 

revenues the current account is thought to have remained in 
surplus in 1 983 although sharply below the level of the previous 
two years. In 1 982, the current account was in surplus by 
US$357 million compared with US$ 1 , 1 78 million in 1 981 . 
Expenditure on services and private transfers increased 
considerably but the deterioration in the current account 
balance mainly reflected a worsening in the trade position 
caused by a rise in imports at a time of decreasing oil revenues. 

Om.an has an extremely liberal trade regime. Imports more 
than doubled between 1 978 and 1 982 from OR327 million to 
OR927 million. Machinery and transport equipment remained 
the principal import category in the first quarter of 1 983. Crude 
oil normally accounts for over 96% of export earnings, which 
amounted to OR 1 .41 2 million in 1 982. The two main non-oil 
export items are fish and dry limes. 

Outlook 
The country's ability to export oil and gas from terminals 

located outside the Gulf waterway is giving Oman a competitive 
advantage over its neighbours and helping its financial situation, 
even though world oil prices are expected to remain at a low 
level in the first half of 1 984. 1n view of the worsening situation in 
the Iran-Iraq conflict, defence expenditures will remain high. 

Prepared 1 4  February 1 984 
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I 
SULTANATE OF OMAN 

Oman i s  loc ated i n  the southe a s tern c o r n e r  of the Arab ian 

Penin s ul a . The e as t e r n  s ide of Oman bor de r s  on the Gul f  o f  Oman 

a nd the I nd i an ocean . I t s  terr itory inc lude s the t i p o f  the 

s tr ateg ic a l ly impo r t ant Mus andam Pen in s u la, wh ich i s  separ ated . 

from the r e s t  of Oman by the Un ited A r ab Em irate s .  Th is pen in s u l a · 

over look s  the S tr a it o f  Ho rmuz , the pa s s ageway for about 1 7  per 

cent of the wor ld ' s  d a i ly o i l  produc t ion . oman ' s  l and bor der s 

w i th S aud i Arab i a  and the Un ited Arab Em i rate s  are s t i l l  unde f ined, 

wh i le the bo rder w i th the People ' s  Democr at i c  Re pub l ic of Yemen 

(South Yemen) is in d i s pute . 

Ar e a : 2 12 , 500 sq . Km .  

Capita l : Mus c a t  

Po pulat ion (1 982 e s t . ) : 1 . 5 m i l l ion 

GNP per C a p it a : US $ 6, 900 ( 1981 e s t . )  

I .  Re l a tionship to the Un ited Nat ions 

Oman became a member of the Uni ted Nat ions on 7 October 1 9 7 1 . 

I t  i s  a member of ECWA, UNCTAD , UNEP and mo s t  o f  the s pec i a l ized 

agenc ie s . I t  was a member of the Gove rn ing Counc i l  o f  UNE P ( 1982 - 84 )  

and a member o f  the Govern ing Board o f  WHO ( 19 79-82 ) . I t  i s  a 

member of th� Ad-Hoc comm ittee on the Ind i an Oc ean . It wa s a member 

o f  the Adv isory Comm ittee for the Interna t ional Ye ar of D i sabled 

Persons ( 1 9 78- 1 9 82 ) . Oman par t ic ipat e s  i n  the Act iv it ie s  of the 

Non - a l igned coun t r i e s  and Group o f  7 7 : 

Oman i s  a member of the Arab League, the Organ i z a t ion of 

I s l am i c  Con ference, and the Gu l f  Co-operat ion Counc i l . Oman is 

not a member o f  the Organ i z at ion of Petro leum . Expor t i ng countr i e s  

Organ i z at ion (O PEC ) or the Org anizat ion o f  Arab Petro leum 

Export ing Countr i e s  (OAPEC} . 

For the r egu l ar UN budget ,  Oman ' s  s c a l e  o f  a s se s sment for 

1983- 1985 s t ands at 0 . 0 1  percent . At the 1984 UN Pledg ing Conference 

for Deve lopment Ac t iv i t ie s ,  Oman pledged US $ 75, 000 to UND P, 

US $ 50, 000 to UN ICEF, US $ 1, 2 000 to Indus t r i a l  Deve lopment Fund, 

US $ 10, 000 to Dec ad e  o f  women, $ 10, 000 to UNFPA, and us $2 5, 000 

to UNRWA . 
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I I . Fo r e ign Re l at ions and its pos i t ions on que st io n s  be fore the UN 
The tre aty o f  fr ie nd sh ip (w ith the Un ited K ingdom) has given the .· 

Un ited Kingdom t r ad it iona l ly c lo s e  re lat ion s  w ith Oman . Sultan Q aboo s  
ha s e s tab l i shed r e l at ions w i th mo st Arab c ountr ie s ,  and with the ma j o r  

we st European s tate s . Oman doe s  not have re lat io n s  w ith mo s t  o f  the 
soc ia l i s t  coun t r ie s ,  however, Ch ina has had an amba s s ador r e s ide nt 
in Muscat s ince 1 9 79 . 

Oman has supported the C amp D av id accord s and wa s one o f  thre e  
Arab League state s ,  a long w ith Soma l ia a n d  S ud an, tha t  d id not break 
re lat ions w i th Egypt after the s ign ing o f  the Egypt - I s rae l pe ace 
tre aty in 19 79 . It we lcome s the recent Pale s t in ian -Jordan ian 
rapprochement a s  a po s it ive step toward mob i l i z ing Arab e f forts to 
ach ieve a po l it i c a l  s o lut ion to the Midd l e  Ea st prob l em . I t  endo r s e s  
the �neva Dec l a r at ion, c a l l ing for the conven ing o f  a n  internat ion a l  
pe ace con fere.nce o n  the Middle E a s t ,  t o  be attended b y  a l l  par t i e s  
concerned . 

Oman i s  concerned with the e sc a lat io n  o f  ho s t i l it i e s  between I r an 
and Iraq in the Gul f  reg ion and the thre at to the s ecur ity o f  navigation 
in the Gu l f  are a . I t  c a l l s  for the comp l i ance w ith Secur ity counc i l  
r e so lut ion 5 52 ( 1 984 ) , wh ich expr e s sed the concern o f  the internat ion a l  
commun ity for e n s u r ing freedom and s a fety o f  nav igat ion in the reg ion . 
Oman we lcomes the acc eptance by both Iraq and Iran o f  the Secretary­
General ' s  propo s a l ,  c a l l ing for an end to attacks again s t  a l l  c it i e s  
i n  the two countr ie s . 

Another a r e a  o f  Oman ' s  concern i s  the Ind ian Oc e an . Oman i s  a 
member o f  the UN Ad-Hoc Comm ittee on the I nd i an Ocean . It urge s an 
end to the e s c a la t ion o f  compe t i t ion betwee n  the super-Powe r s  for 
s phe r e s  o f  inf luence in th i s  reg ion and ·c a l l s  upon the Committee to 
inten s ify it s e f fo r t s  to conc lude its prepar atory work for conve n ing 
the Conference dur ing the first ha lf of 1985 . 

Oman has ma in:ta ined, s ince 18 3 3, a tre aty o f  f r ie ndship a·nd navi­
gat ion with the Un ited S t ate s . The treaty wa s replaced by the Tr�aty 
o f  Am ity, Economic Re lat ions and Cons ular Right s, s igned in 1958 . 
In 1980, Oman c onc luded two agreeme nt s with the Un ited State s � one 
provid ing the US force s  acce s s  to Oman i m i l itary f ac i l it i e s  under 
agreed cond_it ion s � and the other, e s tab l i sh ing a Jo int Comm i s s ion 
for Econom ic and Techn ic a l  Co-operat ion . 
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I I I . Gov ernment and Po l it ic s  

Ab so lute Monarchy 

Co nst itut ion : none 

- 3 -

Government Branche s : Execut ive - sultan : Leg i s lat ive - none : 

Jud i c i a l  - trad it iona l 

I s lamic j udge s and a nascent c iv i l  court sys tem 

Exce pt fo r a b r i e f  per iod of Pe r s i an ru le , the Oman is have 

rema ined independent s i nce 1650 . Muscat and Oman (as the coun try 

was c a l led be fore 1 9 70 )  was the ob j e c t  of Franco -Br it i sh r iva lry 

throughout the 18th cen tury . The Brit i sh deve loped a par amount 

po s it ion in 1 7 98 through an agreement o f  fr iend ship . The trad it ional 
re lationship wi th the Uni ted Kingdom was co n f irmed in 19 5 1  by a new 

treaty of fr iend ship, by wh ich the UK recogn ized the sultanate as a 

ful ly independent state . 
Sultan Q aboo s B in Sa id as sumed power on Ju ly 2 4 ,  1 9 70 in a pa lace 

coup d irected ag a in s t  his father . He i s  an abso lute monarch, who 

rule s w i th the a id o f  min i s ter s .  The su ltanate has no con s t itut ion 

nor legis latur e . The j udic ial system i s  based mainly on Shar ia - the 

Koranic law s  and the oral teachings of Muhammad . In November 1 9 8 1 ,  

the Su ltan formed the Con sultative Counc i l  for the State in an 

e f fort to inc r e a s e  pub l ic parti_c ipat io n in the government . The 
Counc i l ,  the member s  of which are drawn from the . gove rnmen t ,  the 

bu s ine s s  commun ity and the out lying reg ion s ,  focuse s on econom ic 

and soc i a l  deve lopment and make s recommendat ion s to the Sultan . 
In 1 9 6 4 ,  a separat i s t  revo lt began in Dhofar Province . The 

separat i s t s  formed the Popular Front for the Libe rat ion o f  Oman and 

the Arab Gu l f  (PFLOAG} who se intent ion wa s to overthrow a l l  trad i t iona l  
reg ime s i n  the Pe r s ian Gu lf . sultan Qaboos de feated the ins urge ncy 

in 1 9 7 5 . The PFLO threat appeared to d imin i sh with the e � tab l i shment 

of d iplomat ic re lat ion s  in October 1983 betwe en Oman and the People ' s  

Democr at ic Repub l ic o f  Yemen (South Yemen} . 



' ;, ' 

&llUm &Ud, �s bin 

Prime Minister said , ()lhoos bin 

Dep. Prime Minister for Financial and EooJx:mic Affairs Zawawi. , (&is Abdu.l: Munim al 

Dep. Prime Minister for Govel:nance of the Capital said , 'Dluwayni bin shibab Al 

Dep. Prme Minister for legal Affairs said , Fahad bin Mahtou:1 Al 

Dep. Prime Minister for Security am Defense 

Min . of h}riculture and Fisheries 

Min .of o:mnerCe and Indust%y 
Min . of Omrun.ications 

Min. of Defense 

Min . of Diwan Affairs 

Min. of Educatioo and Youth Affairs 

Min . of Electricity and water 

Min . of Ehvi.roment 

Min . of Finance 

Min. of Foreign Affairs 

I 

said , Fahr bin Taimur Al 

Rajah, Abdul Hafidh Salim 

Ghazali , salim al- , Cbl . 

Busaidi ,  Salim bin Naser Al 

said, Qaboos bin 

Haroud, Hamad bin 

Mantheri , Yahya Mahfu:nl al 

wahaibi , J<halfan bin Nasser al­

said , Shabib bin Taimur Al 

said, Qaboos bin 

said, �s bin 



l 

OMAN 

Nat i ona ls of oman on geograph ic al and non-geogr aph ical 
pos ts with the Un ited Na tions and some other UN organs 

1 .  The re we re 2 nat ionals of oman on geog raphical posts at the united 
Nations Sec retar iat as of 31 January 19 8 5 ,  as compar ed with a des irable range 
for the country of 2-14 . oman is the refore within its des irable range in the 
Secretar iat . 

2 .  In add it ion the re we re , as of 3 1  January 19 8 5 ,  6 oman nat ionals empl oyed 
by UNDP * and 1 by UNICEF . The total number of staff in the above-ment ioned 
organi zat ions therefore equals 9 .  

3 .  At tached is a table contain ing statistical data on oman ' s  representat ion 
in the Un ited Nations Secretariat for the last 10 year s ,  as of 3 0  June of each 
year , which is the end of the year for the purpose of r eport ing to the General 
Assembly . Th is table also ind icates the most recent data available for 
30 June 19 84 . At tached as we ll is a list of 9 nat iona ls of th is Membe r State 
within the UN Secr etar iat and other organ iza tions . Th is l i st shows the names , 
levels of posts encumbe red , func tional t i tles , offices and duty stat ions where 
the staff members were employed as of 31 January 198 5 .  

*The cur rent information on the local staff of UNDP is unava ilable at 
th is time due to technical reasons and as a r esult , the data provided for some 
local staff member s  might be out of da te. The da ta on the internat ional 
staff , however , is rea sonably up to date . 
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Divis ion for Policy Co-ord ination 
Of fice of Per sonne l Services 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1 9 84 

1 9 7 5  

1976 

1977 

1 9 7 8  

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1 9 8 3  

1 9 8 4  

STAFF MEMBERS WH O  ARE NATIONALS OF 
OMAN 

IN POSTS SUBJECT TO GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 
1975 -19 8 4 *  

Des i-
rable Cont r i- We ighted 

USG ASG D-2 D-1 P-5 P-4 P-3 P-2 P-1 Total range but i on range 

1-6 0 . 02 34-152 

1-6 0 . 0 2  3 5-152 

2-7 0 . 0 2  71-220 

2-7 0 . 0 1 6 5 -215 

2-7 0 . 0 1 6 5-214 

1 1 2-7 0 . 01 6 5 -215 

1 1 2-14 0 . 0 1  84-523 

1 1 2-14 0 . 01 84-523 

1 1 2-14 0 . 0 1 84-523 

1 1 2-14 0 . 0 1  84-5 23 

Staff at A P P 0 I N T M E N T S S E P A R A T I 0 N S 
beg inni ng Non- Non- Adj ust-

of lear Career career Total Career career TOtal ments 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*as of 30 June 1984 

We ighted 
Staff 

Pos it ion 

24 

31 

3 1  

3 1  

3 1  

Staff at 
end of 

lear 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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PDU0 1 6 1 2  

OMAN 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

NAME s B I RTH GRADE A PREF I X  F UNCT . T I TLE O F F I CE DUTY STAT I ON EODUN CTR EXP I RY 
X DATE s TYP REV I EW 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

SECRETAR I A T  
GEOGRA PH I C  

A L -MUGHA I RY , LYUTHA SULTAN 
F ODHA , HASSEN MOHAMED 

2 

2 

2 

UNDP 
NON-GEOGRAPH I C  

ABDUL KA R I M , JAAF I R  AZ I Z  
AL-HAJR I , HAM I OA HAMOUD 
AL-HARTHY , A BDALLA 
AL-H I NA I , A I OA 
MACKY , SAADA S 
SAWAD , AL I  

6 

6 

U N I CEF 
NON-GEOGRAPH I C  

AL-HARTHY , MOHAMMAO SAL I M  

7 

9 

F 090547 P-4 
M 030245 P-5 

M 0 1 0 1 60 · G- 1 
F 1 60650 G-4 
M 260839 G-2 
F 070453 G-5 
F 080 1 55 G-4 
M 0 1 0 1 50 G- 1 

M 1 5065 1 G-2 

G POL I T I CL A 0 SG NEW YORK 07 1 279 PER 0 1 0689 
G D I R  I NFO CTR DP I BRUSSELS 060 1 8 5  F I X  050 1 8 7  

D MESSENGER UNDP MUSCAT 05067 6  PBY 30 1 1 8 1  
0 REGI STRY CLK UNOP MUSCAT 02077 7  F I X 300982 
0 DR I VER UNDP MUSCAT 0 1 09 7 7  F I X 30 1 1 8 1  
0 SEN I OR SECRE TARY UNOP MUSCAT 0 1 0 1 7 7  PER 0 1 1 28 6  
0 SECRET ARY UNDP MUSCAT 04 1 2 78 F I X  300483 
0 • UNDP MUSCAT 1 1 1 08 1  F I X  3 10 1 83 

c DR IVER UN I CEF MUSCAT 0 1 0284 F I X  3 1 1 285 


