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Dear Ambassador Lamani,

Thank you for your letter of 25 November 2002 enclosing
the final statement of the Oslo meeting of the World Conference on
Religion and Peace on 11 and 12 November 2002.

The Secretary-General is away on official business at the
moment and I shall bring the statement to his attention on his
return.

With the assurances of my highest consideration.

x Yours sincerely,

Iqbal Riza
Chef de

His Excellency
Mr. Mokhtar Lamani
Permanent Observer of the Organization of

the Islamic Conference to the United Nations
New York

2 9 2002
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Mission Permanente d'Observation
de I'Organisation de la Conference Islamique

aupres des Nations Unies

Permanent Observer Mission
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference

to the United Nations

WUJt

25 November 2002
OIC/UN-089/2002

Mr. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet
Under- Secretary-General
Room no. S-3800E
United Nations
New York, NY 10017

Dear Mr. Riza,

Thank.you again for your help in arranging the meeting of the delegation of the
Islamic Group with His Excellency the Secretary-General on .7_Novemberi.i20Q2. The
meeting was useful _on_several counts, including the common realization of the need to
foster jjiter-jai th di_al qgue s andjundejr^standmgs .

T. thought _you_ might be interested in knowing. .about a meeting of the World
Conference onJReligion and Peace (WCRP) which I attended in Oslo, Norway, following
our meetogjwith '.ihe_ Secretary-General.

The Oslo meeting, held on 11 and 12 November 2002 at the initiative of Bishop
Gunnar Stalsett, the Bishop of Oslo and Dr. William Vendley, Secretary-General of
WCRP, has decided to establish the WCRP European Council of Religious Leaders. I am
pleased to _ene_lQse the text of the fjna]^Me^£n^ojfjhe_m^tin^ which emphasizes the
religious leaders' commitment to work together for the promotion of justice and peaceful
co-existence among the diversity of peoples, religions and traditions in Europe.

In the belief that the final statement would be of interest to His Excellency the
Secretary-General, I would be grateful if you would kindly arrange to bring it to his
attention.

Please accept, Mr. Riza, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mokhtar Lamani
Ambassador
Permanent Observer

130 East 40th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10016
Tel: (212) 883-0140 Fax: (212) 883-0143 e-mail: oic@un.int



WCRP European Council of Religious Leaders Inaugurated:

The first pan-European multireligious structure for common action

Senior religious leaders across Europe established the WCRP European Council of Religious
Leaders (ECRL/WCRP), the first multireligious structure of senior religious leaders in Europe,
in an inaugural meeting in Oslo, Norway from 11-12 November. The founding members of the
ECRL included Cardinal Danneels, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Mechelen-Brussels,
Bishop Gunnar Stalsett, the Bishop of Oslo, Grand Rabbi Rene Sirat of Paris, Metropolitan
Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church,, and Dr. Mustafa Ceric, the Grand Mufti of Bosnia
Herzegovina.

In the final statement, the ECRL acknowledged the bloody history of conflicts in Europe, as well
as current attempts to twist religions to fuel the fires of ethnic conflicts both in Europe and
around the world. The BO^member Council committed itself to working to end conflicts, to
reaffirming the religious rejection of terror, and to promoting justice and peaceful coexistence
among the diversity of peoples, religions, and traditions in Europe.



(left) Bishop Gunnar Stalsett, the
Bishop of Oslo; (second from the
left) Dr. Mustafa Ceric, the
Grand Mufti of Bosnia
Herzegovina; (fourth from the
left) Metropolitan Kirill of the
Russian Orthodox Church;
(secondfrom the right)
Dr. William F. Vendley,
Secretary General ofWCRP
International; (right) Cardinal
Danneels, the Roman Catholic
Archbishop ofMechelen-
Brussels.

The Final Statement

Oslo, Norway
12 November 2002

Standing Together for Peace

As part of the World Conference on
Religion and Peace (WCRP), a worldwide
coalition of multireligious councils
committed to peace, we have established
ourselves today as European Council of
Religious Leaders (ECRL/WCRP).

We acknowledge the bloody history of
religious conflicts in Europe, as well as
current attempts to twist religions to fuel
the fires of ethnic conflicts both here and
around the world. Our religious communities in Europe have long worked to reject this misuse of
religion. The establishment of the ECRL/WCRP builds on our common rejection of this misuse
of religion and signals our commitment to work together for peace.

Respectful of our religious differences, we are representatives of both the three religions historic
to Europe and six more recently established here. We are members of religious communities
with profound visions of the dignity of the human person. These religious visions embrace, but
also go beyond social, economic and political spheres of life, and they give roots to profound
commitments to the common good.



As European religious leaders, we are committed to working together to end conflicts, to re-
affirm religious condemnations of terror, and to promote justice and peaceful coexistence among
the diversity of peoples, religions and traditions in Europe.

We establish the ECRL/WCRP at a
crucial time. Europe is undergoing a
negotiated process of historic
changes, which must involve the free
development of her diverse religions,
traditions, and cultures.
The process of European integration
must lead to a united continent, built
upon and respectful of its diversity,
not a mono-cultural uniformity.

In particular, decisions made in the
various institutions responsible for

the political integration of Europe should take into account the diversity of religious traditions
and cultures and the voices of their representatives. We commit ourselves to the clarification of
shared values that respect diversity and support the common good, and we hereby call on
politicians on the national and continental levels for a serious, systematic and ongoing dialogue,
as we work together to build Europe as our common home. In particular, we recognize the
importance of the work of the European Convention; in the constitution to which it will lead, we
call for recognition of the importance of religion in Europe and for appropriate mechanisms of
dialogue with religions.

As the social fabric of the continent transforms, there are many challenges to common living.
Unemployment and social exclusion create breeding grounds for tensions within many countries.
Asylum seekers and refugees are increasingly met with closed boarders. Extremist parties thrive
on xenophobia and social dissatisfaction. The Roma or Sinti population is still experiencing
oppression in many places. Solidarity with the poor weakens. The trafficking in young women,
the illegal trade in and use of drugs, and Mafia-like practices are increasing and threaten our
societies. Practical responses to these challenges are required, but they must be based on moral
values and education. We are committed to working together, as leaders and through our
religious communities, to build the shared moral consensus essential to addressing these
challenges.

The role of religion is paradoxical in relationship to conflict. Religion may be exploited for
hatred and warfare. Religious wars, crusades, pogroms, shoah, and false jihads have marked the
history of Europe. Our religions teach us that this is wrong. We are committed to engaging the
deep moral resources of our religious traditions for peace, justice, truth and reconciliation. As
political fundamentalists attempt to misuse our religious traditions, we recognize our



responsibility to demonstrate the capacity of our religious communities to work together for the
common good.

Concretely, painful experiences in the Balkans and Chechnya show us that conflicts cannot be
solved by violence and terrorism. We condemn terrorist attacks, like the recent one in Moscow.
We appeal for a peaceful solution to every conflict and are committed to their just resolution. As
part of the WCRP network, independent national Interreligious Councils in the Balkans and
Russia are working to end these conflicts. While these national multireligious efforts are
essential and must be strengthened, they also need reinforcement by pan-European multireligious
solidarity and advocacy. We are committed to providing a multireligious European platform to
advance needed efforts for peace and reconciliation among our religious believers and in the
political arena.

In an increasingly globalizing world, Europe is challenged to contribute to peacemaking efforts
in other parts of the world. As religious leaders, we are concerned over the prospect of war in
Iraq. All possible means should be extended to solve the conflict peacefully. We applaud the
effort to solve the crisis through diplomacy and note in particular the importance of the
unanimous strategy agreed upon by the United Nations Security Council. We hereby appeal to
the political leadership in Iraq to comply with the UN resolution. We also appeal to the
international community to enforce the relevant rule of law consistent with widely accepted
moral norms that restrict the use offeree, and with deepest concern for the suffering of the Iraqi
people.

The ongoing and unresolved conflict in the Middle East also engages us as European religious
leaders. It is critically important to understand the role of religion in this conflict. The Oslo
process did not succeed in part because it did not take seriously enough the religious dimensions
of the conflict. Major efforts must be made to support cooperation among the religious
communities in the Holy Land toward the establishment of shared moral foundations essential
for a just peace. We are committed to supporting the religious communities in the Middle East in
their search for peace.

As the ECRL/WCRP works with our European religious communities and institutions to end
conflicts, to re-affirm religions' rejection of terror, and to promote justice and peaceful
coexistence in Europe and the world, we are aware that our religious traditions, each in their own
way, call us to hope. Strengthened by hope, we accept the challenge to build peace together.



RELIGIONS for PEACE

Co-moderators of
the European Council of Religious Leaders

Metropolitan Kirill
Metropolitan of Smolensk and Kaliningrad

Russian Orthodox Church, WCRP International President
Russia

Godfried Cardinal Danneels
Archbishop

Archdiocese of Mechelen-Brussel, WCRP International President
Belgium

Dr. Mustafa Ceric
Reisu-l-uleme, Islamic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

WCRP International Honorary President
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bishop Gunnar Stalsett
Bishop of Oslo, Church of Norway, WCRP International President

Norway

Grand Rabbi Rene-Samuel Sirat
Vice-President, Conference of European Rabbis, WCRP International President

France

Mr. Jehangir Sarosh
Moderator of WCRP Europe

United Kingdom
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List of Other Members of the ECRL/WCRP

Sr. Rita Burley
President, International Union of Superior General of Women,

WCRP International President
Vatican

Metropolitan Ambrosias
Metropolitan ofKalabryta and Aigialeia, the Orthodox Church of Greece

Greece

Archbishop Anastasios
Archbishop of Tirana and All Albania, Albanian Orthodox Church

Albania

Metropolitan Jeremie Caligiorgis
President, Conference of European Churches (CEC)

France

Metropolitan Daniel
Metropolitan of Moldova and Bukovina, Romanian Orthodox Church

Romania

Bishop Iriney
Bishop ofBacka and Novi Sad, the Serbian Orthodox Church

Serbia

Bishop Gustdv Bolcskei
The Reformed Church in Hungary

Hungary

Bishop Barbal Wartenberg-Potter
Nordelbische Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche

Germany



Supreme Mufti Talgat Tajuddin
Chairman, The Central Religious Board of Muslims of Russia and European CIS Countries

Russia

Mr. Mehmet Nuri Yilmaz
President, Islamic Affairs

Turkey

Grand Rabbi Pinhas Goldschmidt
Grand Rabbi of Moscow

Russia

Chief Rabbi Professor Jonathan Sacks
Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and Common Wealth

United Kingdom

Mrs. Tulia Zevi
Honorary President, Jewish Community of Italy

Italy

Mrs. Rabbi Pauline Bebe
Movement Liberal de France

France

Bhai Sahib Bhai Mohinder Singh
Guru Nanak Nishkam Sewak Jatha

United Kingdom

Mr. Louis Henuzet
Former European Counsellor, The European Baha'i Board ofCouncellors

Belgium

*Eight additional members being determined.



Advisors

Ambassador Dr. Michael Weninger
Group of Policy Advisers to the President of the European Commission

Belgium

Rev. Dr. Keith Clements
General Secretary, Conference of European Churches (CEC)

Switzerland

Mgr. Noel Treanor
General Secretary

Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of the European Community
Belgium

Ambassador Mokhtar Lamani
United Nations Observer, Organization of the Islamic Conference

Morroco




