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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

6 September 2006

Excellency,

Further to our telephone conversation this morning, I am writing to
formally request Greek participation in the interim Naval Task Force to be
deployed off Lebanese waters pursuant to Security Council Resolution 1701.

My proposal is that the interim force be led by the French and consist of
French, Italian and Greek vessels. I have also heard today that a British warship
will join the force. This Force will provide critical temporary coverage until the
arrival in two weeks of a German-led Naval Task Force. The interim force will
be part of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and serve
under its command and control.

In accordance with paragraph 14 of Resolution 1701 (2006), I wait your
formal agreement to this request.

Greek participation in this interim force will be a major contribution
towards the lifting by Israel of its air and sea blockade on Lebanon. I attach
herewith a confidential sequencing of actions towards that end.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

His Excellency
Mr. Kostas Kararnanlis
Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic
Athens



Sequence of action towards lifting the blockade in 48 hours

11. Team of German experts [customs and police] with equipment to arrive today,
6 September to provide assistance to the Lebanese Government at the airport.

2. Prime Minister Siniora deposits with the SG his letter confirming request for the
deployment of a German-led Naval Task Force to assist in patrolling the Lebanese coast.

3. As an interim arrangement, the SG to request a French-led Naval Task Force to
include French, Italian, Greek and possibly British vessels to cover the naval
requirements for the next two weeks as an interim arrangement until the German-led
Task Force arrives.

4. SG has authorized Gen. Pellegrini to coordinate the interim naval task force.

5. SG has instructed Gen. Pellegrini that the 10 German experts to serve as part of
the UNIFIL mission.

6. Israel should publicly announce the blockade would be lifted on Thursday,
7 September at 6:00 pm local time.




