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Permit me to begin by expressing my ratitude for taking the time to 
meet the Rt. Hon. Paul Martin and myself in New York. I was very 
pleased with our deliberations, and I was touched that you .have 
followed my work as the Goodwill Ambassador to the Congo Basin 
Forest ecosystem. 

I _commend you on your willingness to have the United Nations 
�la}"in a leading role LrJ. !his initiative, �nd I look forward to_ t?e�rning _of 
an _Qro ress that the UN makes with re ard to the or anisin of the 
pro osed Donor Conference for _!he Cong_q_ Ba�l!!_F9rest Initiative. 

Meanwhile as co-Chair of the Congo Basin Fund (CBF), I was 
recently in Paris for the Congo Basin Forest Partnership meeting, and 
I would like to ·assure you that we are making steady progress with 
the support. of UNEP in setting up a Governance. Structwre Jor itls _ 
management. 
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Respond to: Hon. Prof.Wangari M. Maathai, M.P. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to coo_gratulate you on the strides 
you are taking by visiting Jhe Amazon Forest and the Antarctic to 
observe first hand the effects of climate change which demonstrate 
your committed leadership on en'd_ror:!_mentai-matters. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank ou for our ood offices 
for acce tin the message of Nobel Women's Peace Laureate who 
were concerned about the situation of Au_rig San Su Kyi. I continue to 
follow with interest your engagement in this matter and wish you 
much success in this effort. 

Kindly be assured of_ my availability and willin ness to su 
action or an __!IlC!ior UN initiative in the fi�ld _pf_climate chan e, and I 
therefore wish yo� every_ success lD._your_ deliberations and 
outcomes at the upcoming Bali Summit on climate change. - � 

Please accept, Excellency, assurances of my highest consideration. 

Sincerely, · 

Hon. Prof. Wangari Maathai, E.B.S., E.G.H. 
Goodwill Ambassador for the Congo Basin, 
Presiding Officer of ECOSOCC of the African Union. 

Cc: H.E. Right Honourable Paul Martin 
Co-Chair of the Congo Basin Fund 
Former Prime Minister of Canada 
House of Commons, Ottawa, ONT. Canada K1 A OA6 



Dear Sir, 

Serge 
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To Vijay Nambiar/NY/UNO@UNHQ 
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Subject Letter from Prof. Wangari Maathai to Mr. Ban Ki-moon, 
Secretary General of the United Nations 

I have the pleasure to forward herewith the letter of Professor Wangari Maathai, Goodwill Ambassador of 
the Congo Forest Ecosystem and Nobel Peace Winner, to his Excellency, the Secretary General of the 
United Nations. 

With my compliments. 

Letter ·Ban Ki-Moon from Prof. Maathai.pdf 

Constant-Serge Bounda 
United Nations Environment Programme 
P.O. Box 30552 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: (254 20) 762 3105 
Fax: (254-20) 762 3404 
Email: serge.bounda@unep.org 
Website: www.unep.org/library 

WO!Q I! {NIIli10NMf!J l OA¥ 
- - �-Ju�-iorit 


