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Building on our previous useful exchanges on the situation in t>pA 
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Syria and the ways to facilitate the settlement of the internal political 

crisis in that country, I believe it would be important and timely to share 

with you the following considerations. 

First of all I would like to draw your attention to the recent 

considerable politico-diplomatic developments on this track. The 

signing of the Protocol on the League of Arab States Observer Mission 

to Syria between the League and Damascus on 19 December, and, more 

importantly, the arrival of the observers to the country and the Mission 

deployment in the hotbeds of tension such as Horns, Hama, Idlib and 

Deraa, has heralded the transition of the Arab League initiative into 

practical terms. Already now it is possible to say that the visits carried 

out by observers and their presence in the field play a stabilizing role. 

T)l-6 constructive work has begun and we find it worth supporting. We 

expect that the LAS Mission' s efforts will continue based on the high 

standards of professionalism and impartiality, withQ"ffiO~r-f!J_ "1_ 1;f._ ~-tn~Ti-lLl_~_'lE!;fRJ::::::n~ 
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At the same time I have to note that even in such circumstances 

there are manifestations of the forces that seem to oppose successful 

implementation of the LAS initiative and bid for destabilization of the 

situation and forming grounds for external intervention. Some parties 

make provocative statements on the observers' activity. 

There are some groups who try to force them make 'desired' 

conclusions, make them see not what there is in reality, but rather what 

they 'should' see. 

In our view, the LAS mission that fulfills a difficult and even 

dangerous task needs now moral and political support. Now there is a 

real chance to stop all violence, and it would be right to use such 

opportunity to the fullest. 

In the light of that of special importance is the work with Syrian 

opposition groups, who should in their tum make steps towards the 

LAS initiative, first of all by taking a constructive stance on the 

dialogue with the authorities. More so, as it turns out now, there are 

different opinions within the opposition on this account. It seems logical 

that those with whom they maintain the closest contacts while in 
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respective countries, should influence positively their course in this 

matter. 

The way the events unfold convinces us that there is no alternative 

to the concept of internal political settlement that is envisaged by the 

LAS initiative. That was exactly what we were guided by when 

preparing the UN Security Council draft resolution on Syria, that is 

designed to fix within the international legal framework the principles 

of unacceptability of foreign interference in Syrian affairs, cessation of 

violence regardless of its source, and the launch of a broad inclusive 

dialogue between the authorities and the opposition without 

preconditions as envisaged by the aforementioned initiative. 

We believe that sanctions and unilateral pressure will neither stop 

violence nor secure the implementation of the long overdue political 

and socio-economic transformations in Syria that the Syrian authorities 

continue to pursue despite all the difficulties. To be objective, one 

should not underestimate the fact of local elections held in Syria on 12 

December according to the new local governance law. The preparation 

for the February parliamentary elections is underway. In the final stage 
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is the drafting of the country's new constitution which will not contain 

articles stipulating one party's monopoly to power. 

We believe that at the current stage the optimal solution for Syria 

and the international community at large would be to continue the work 

of the LAS observers, to encourage the Syrian authorities to proceed 

along the track of reforms according to the existing timelines and to 

vigorously facilitate the launch of dialogue between the government and 

the opposition at all levels. This is the direction we intend to follow. 

Peaceful solution in Syria is just making its first steps. Our 

common goal is to try to help it move on, rejecting the methods of 

rough pressure and any hasty conclusions and decisions. 

Looking forward to our mutual understanding and cooperation in 

the new year of 2012. 

Sincerely Yours, 

S.Lavrov 


