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U N I T E D N A T I O N S

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:
A:

THROUGH:
S/C DE:

FROM:
DE:

SUBJECT:
OBJET:

N A T I O N S

MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR

Mr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General
Office of the Secretary-General

REFERENCE:

Issoufou Saidou Djermakoye, Under-Secretary-General
Commissioner for Technical Co-operation
Office of the Commissioner for Technical Co-operatic,

Possible Co-operation between the Arab Bank for Economic Development
in Africa and _the United Nations

I should like to inform you of the visit to OTC, on 29 April 1977,
of Dr. Chedly Ayari, President and Director General of the Arab Bank
for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA), and also of Mr. Sylla,
Special Adviser, for an exchange of views regarding possible co-operation
between the BADEA and the United Nations. I arranged for the heads
of substantive offices within E3A and of other secretariat offices
involved in the provision of technical co-operation to attend the
meeting.

After broadly outlining the BADEA's concerns regarding technical
co-operation in Africa, Dr. Ayari discussed the possible role of the
United Nations in this connection. He particularly stressed the
necessity for the BADEA to deal with the UN through a single office
which would serve to co-ordinate all actions taken within the UN
system and ensure a single consistent approach to each problem, and
asked that this preoccupation of the BADEA be brought to your attention.
I look forward, therefore, to receiving your advice on this matter.

Attached is a Note to the File on the meeting.



\
MOTE TO '1111'; 1-'J.IJE 5 May 1977

Meeting with the PresidentDirector General of the J3ADKA

(jjanque Arabe pour le DeVeloppement Economique en Al'rique)

Thursday. 2Q April 197T

(List of Participants Attached)

Mr. D.iermakoye opened the meeting by welcoming Mr. Chedly Ayari, Director
General of the BADEA, and Mr. Sylla, Special Adviser.

Mr. Ayari started by stating that $1.6 billion (the 1976 capitalization of
$6jO million* having been doubled as a result of the Afro-Arab Cairo Summit Meeting
of March 1977) 'was being administered by the BADEA to finance technical co-operation
in Africa. The main question facing the BADEA is how to use this money, and it is
in this connection that Mr. Ayari would like the assistance of the United Nations.
In speaking of the United Nations' role vis-a-vis the BADEA, Mr. Ayari stressed
the following:

1. That it was essential for the UN, in its dealings with the BADEA, to
decide on an office that would serve as co-ordinator for the UN system vis-a-vis
the Arab League system represented by the BADEA. For example, $35 million
have been put aside by the BADEA to finance studies for four projects in
particular: Panaftel (Pan-African Telecommunications), trans-Saharian highways,
establishment of a data bank on development problems, and remote sensing of
geological possibilities. The question is, with whom should BADEA deal for
implementation of these projects? BADEA would want to be certain that who-
ever it was dealing with would co-ordinate all actions taken within the UN
system and would ensure a single approach to each problem
within the UN system. Mr. Ayari then requested Mr. Djermakoye to convey this
preoccupation of the BADEA to the Secretary General.

2. There exist areas in Africa where there is no indication of what technical
assistance should do. These areas, of particular interest to BADEA, are:

(a) Comoro Islands: There is no information on that country's economic
situation, and therefore no indication of where Arab funds could go.
In 1976 BADEA gave a $10 million grant to the Comoro Islands, and in
May 1977 will be fielding a mission. However there exists no plan of
action for development of the Comoros, and the BADEA would like the UN
to provide to it information on what kind of technical assistance is
needed, what should be the guidelines for technical assistance, etc.
Mr. Ayari pointed out that he was very impressed by the UN report on
technical assistance needs in Mozambique, that this report was very
helpful to BADEA, and that perhaps the UN could make a similar study for
the Comoros.

(b) Angola: Here too there is need to help the Government define a
three- to four-year plan of action. BADEA has already given a $^0 million
grant to Angola, out of political necessity, but is unhappy with the
fact that this assistance is for undefined purposes. BADEA considers the
UN the most acceptable institution to prepare a plan of action for Angola.

* $630 million represents the subscribed capital of the BADEA-FASA combined. FASA
(Fonds Arabe_special d'aide a 1'Afrique) capital ($̂ 00 million) was integrated with
that of the RADEA ($231 million) 'in late 1Q76.



(c) Uganda: Where should BADEA act there?

(d) Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Sao Tome" and Principle are other areas
of interest to BADEA.

3. BADEA would like a profile of expertise (technicians) within OTC which
BADEA could use on a consultant basis when coping with specific problems.
Arrangements for such consultant services have been made by BADEA with many
institutions.

k. BADEA would like to know the best way of training personnel in Africa?
BADEA does not have technical guidelines to assess requests for assistance in
training. For example, BADEA would be interested in seeing the establish-
ment of a Regional centre for training of African businessmen.

Mr. Ayari then stated that the BADEA would sign the Agreement prepared by OTC
and given to him by Mr. Benaissa at this meeting. However, if this Agreement was
to be implemented, OTC would have to take the following priority actions to permit
BADEA to act in politically important areas:

1. Preparation of guidelines for technical assistance for the Comoros,
Angola and other countries discussed in para 2 above. BADEA is ready to help
finance fact-finding missions by the UN to produce action programmes.

2. Provision to the BADEA of a list of technical experts in OTC.

3. A statement from the UN of its state of thought on technical co-operation
in Africa.

Mr. Barim suggested that the United Nations could be of assistance to the
BADEA for the purchase of equipment. Mr. Ayari replied that information on bidding,
control of disbursements, etc., would be welcome.

Mr. Radovic stated that the UN had not been encouraged by Angola to undertake
a developmental study similar to the one done for Mozambique. He added that
information available on development priorities among the countries mentioned was
very disparate, depending on whether the Government had expressed its priorities.
For example, there was little information on Government priorities in Sao Tome',
but considerably more on Cape Verde and Guinea Bissau. Mr. Radovic asked whether
the BADEA would insist on receiving proposals within a framework of priorities, or
whether it was also interested in individual projects. Mr. Ayari replied he would
be interested in both.

Mr. Benaissa concluded by explaining CTC's specific functions, and its
co-ordinating role for UN technical co-operation within the fields falling under
UN/CTC competence.

Mr. Ayari asked that any documentation prepared by OTC should be sent to
BADEA at Khartoum.

Mr. D.jermakoye closed the meeting by thanking Mr. Ayari and Mr. Sylla
for their presence and presentation.



MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT DIliECTOR GENERAL OF THK BADEA

THURSDAY. 29 APRIL 1977

LIST .OF PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Chedly Ayari, President and Director General, BADEA

Mr. Sylla, Special Adviser, BADEA

Mr. I.S. Djermakoye, Commissioner for Technical Co-operation

Mr. T.C. Chang, Director, Division of Public Administration and Finance

Mr. H. Benaissa, Deputy Director, Office of Technical Co-operation

Mr. I. Radovic, Deputy Director, Office of Technical Co-operation

Mr. V. Hansson, Assistant Director, Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and
Transport

Mr. 0. Barim, Chief, Purchase and Transportation Service, OGS

Mr. J. Mikolaj, Chief, Transport Section, Transport and Cartography Branch,
Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport

Mr. P. Castelet, Special Technical Adviser, Development Planning Advisory
Services, Centre for Development Planning, Projections and Policies

Mr. J P Bouab, Economic Affairs Officer, Financial Resources Development Branch,
Centre for Development Planning, Projections and Policies

Mr. C. Mademba-Sy, Interregional Adviser in Transport, Office of Technical
Co-operation

Ms. M. Marchal, Programme Co-ordinator, Programme Planning and Co-ordination
Section, Office of Technical Co-operation


