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EXEC! ;~!Vt OFFICE
f!F THE StCKETAKY-GENERAL

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S DRAFT REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION ON HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN THE FIELD OF

NATURAL DISASTERS, FROM RELIEF TO DEVELOPMENT"

1. Please find attached for your clearance, the above-mentioned draft report of the
Secretary-General7~which walTprepared""fri response to General Assembly Resolution
56/103 of 14 December 2001. The subject matter of the draft supplements the
information being provided to the General Assembly through other submissions to the
57th session, including the report on "the implementation of the International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction and the Secretary-General's report on "Strengthening the
coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations" which was
provided to the GA through the Humanitarian Affairs Segment of ECOSOC - 2002.

2. The report underlines the need to increase understanding of the critical link
between disaster reduction and sustainable development planning. In particular, it
emphasizes the importance of eliminating future risks to natural hazards by integrating
disaster reduction aspects when planning post disaster recovery activities. The draft also
cautions that failure to include vulnerability reduction measures in the post-disaster
development phase will only increase vulnerability if a disaster strikes. The report
concludes by encouraging Member States and the United System to strengthen their
efforts to take advantage of post disaster situations to lay the foundations for sustainable
development.

3. Thank you in advance for your kind cooperation in ensuring the early clearance of
this draft.

Ed Tsui
24 October 2002
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DRAFT

Report of the Secretary-General

Summary

The present report highlights some of the natural disaster management efforts
being undertaken by the United Nations system. It provides examples of some of the
work being carried out by the United Nations in cooperation with national and regional
partners to help promote viable strategies that strengthen capacities to respond to and deal
with the aftermath of natural disasters.

In stressing the fact that there has been a continued increase in natural disasters
during the last decade, the report underlines the importance of eliminating future risks to
natural hazards by integrating disaster reduction aspects when planning and
implementing post disaster activities. It also underlines the importance of incorporating
vulnerability reduction activities as a key element in ensuring the successful transition
from relief to development. It also recognizes the need to strengthen cooperation
between the United Nations and the international community so that there is increased
understanding of the link between disaster reduction and sustainable development
planning.

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 56/103
of 14 December 2001 on "International cooperation on humanitarian assistance in the
field of natural disasters, from relief to development". It should be read in conjunction
with the Secretary-General's Reports on "Strengthening the coordination of emergency
humanitarian assistance of the United Nations" A/57/77-E/2002/63, "the Implementation




