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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

MESSAGE TO CONCERN WORLDWIDE 
CONFERENCE ON FIGHTING HUNGER 

Dublin, 16 October 2008 

Concern Worldwide's Conference on Fighting Hunger convenes at a time when the 
unprecedented global food crisis threatens to get even worse. We face an immediate 
challenge to feed the most vulnerable groups today. At the same time, we fa~e a 
generational challenge to ensure global food and nutritional security for ourselves and for 
our children. 

In addressing the food crisis, we know that the world faces many challenges 
simultaneously: an unfolding financial and credit crisis, higher energy prices, climate 
change, and the race to reach the Millennium Development Goals . That makes it even 
more crucial that we respond to the global food crisis in a coherent, concerted and 
coordinated way- one that bridges the traditional divide between humanitarian and 
development assistance, and tackles all aspects of food security. 

We need not only immediate international support to food aid and nutrition 
assistance, but also a major reform of the food system. We need to ensure a wider range of 
available tools; eliminate impediments to the purchase and movement of food for 
humanitarian proposes; and build links between food assistance and local agriculture 
production. We need to improve investment in the productive potential of the planet's 450 
million smallholder farmers; increase food availability in poor communities; and use 
increased flows of public and private financing to integrate them into local and regional 
food markets. We need to address the weaknesses in global food markets and advance the 
debate on how global trade systems can work more effectively for low income countries 
and their citizens. 

Since the world woke up to the food crisis earlier this year, progress has been made 
in combating its effects. But even as some food prices have dropped globally, they remain 
generally far too high for the world' s poor. While aid agencies are working to scale up 
their efforts, opportunities for production in current planting seasons in some parts of the 
world have been missed, because of lack of resources to provide extra seeds and fertilizer. 
Meanwhile, in many countries, indications are that humanitarian needs will continue to 
increase. Though some policies have improved, continuing under-investment in agriculture 
and rural development will perpetuate food crises in years to come. 

I applaud Concern Worldwide's efforts to bring senior policy makers and activists 
together in the fight against hunger. The challenges ahead are daunting, but not -. 
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insurmountable -- if there is political commitment to work together to address both the 
effects and the root causes. I encourage you to move with a renewed sense of urgency. The 
world's poorest and most vulnerable cannot wait. 



Annika Saviii/NY/UNO 

09/10/2008 07:32PM 
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To info@concern.net 

cc Brian Grogan/OCHA/NY@OCHA, Ruxandra 
Ferascu/NY/UNO, Nathan Henninger/NY/UNO 

bee 

Subject URGENT, AS REQUESTED BY TOM ARNOLD: 
SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO CONCERN 
WORLDWIDE CONFERENCE ON FIGHTING HUNGER, 
Dublin, 16 October 2008 

Kindly ensure this reaches Tom Arnold. Attached correspondence refers. 

Best regards, 

Annika Savill 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Room S-38500 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: 12129636475 
Fax: 12129635965 
Email: savill@un.org 
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Note to Mr. Rohcrt Orr 

Re: Concern Worldvl'ide Letter 

1. I would like to recommend that the Secretary-General does a brief written 
message as proposed (the original letter is attached). 

2. Ireland has made food/hunger a nati onal priority (i .e. history) and it would seem 
odd if the Secretary General refuses, gi ven especially that his predecessor is on 
the agenda. 

Ref: 28-10611 

Thanl~/Jl 
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Mr Ban Ki Moon 
Secretary General 
United Nations 
2 United Nations Plaza, DC2-612D 
New York, NY 10017, USA 

4111 September 2008 

Dear Secretary General, 

ACTION 
COPY 
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52 - 55 Lower Camden Street 
Dublin 2. Ireland 

tel: +353 1 41 7 7700 
fax: +353 1 475 4647 

email: info@concern.net 

www.concern.net 
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Thank you for the kind ~n'{it~tjQp to attend t11~. VN PriYiitt= _S_e~t()r .f\:mu:n 011 tl:le MDQ§ -~Qd 
_F()o4_§~~!~ina.~ni!X.C?.~~<±. ~~P.!~~~~- I was deligl1_te!iJ9..~~~-f!p_t_<:t!}<:il9.9.k.f9.rw;g-g _ t_Q_jJ. The 
leadership you and your UN colleagues have provided in response to the Food Price Crisis 
has been very important and focusing the Forum on Food Sustainability is another example of 
that leadership. 

Concern Worldwide, Ireland's largest humanitarian organisation, is also attempting to 
provide leadership in the fight against hunger . .e.s pmi of our programme to mark the 401h 

anniversary of our foundation, we are organising a major international conJerep<:;~ ~Fightjng .. - h . .. . . . ... . .... -
Hunger'inD_'llblinon 161 October. As you will see from the ~tt'!-_~h~d.prQgran~me, your 
predecessor, Kofi Annan and your Special Adviser, Professor Jeffrey Sachs, head a 
distinguished list of speakers. 

The conference is aimed at senior policy makers and activists in the fight against hunger and 
fits well with your calls for greater political and public attention to be given to the issue. The 
conference will be held some weeks after the publication of the Irish government's Hunger 
Task Force report which will propose a programme through which Ireland can play an 
international leadership role in the fight against hunger. 

We will be producing a booklet in as._sq~!~tjon ':Yjth th~. c_onf~::r~gc;;e. President Mary 
McAleese has agreed to write the opening message welcoming delegates. 1 would like to ~sk 
if _xo':l w_o.~ld .b.~ will~JJ.g !9 '!cic! a __ IP..~_ssage w1Uch would stress the importance of urgentan_d 
c:smceJ:"!~.d ~cti_()n _il]: til~. figh~ ~g~~~t h~_ng_~r. It wol.l19_b~ p~iJJ.gj_fJh~ _m~§S9-_g~-~.t::I.:~J.() q~tlin~ 
th,~ .!!ljtj_<~:~!y_es._ yo:tJ:. '!I1Q_th~ .liNJ}C1\1.~. C1lre(l9 y Jak.~n.Jo . r~~poncUo . th~ F9.od_ PriQ~ Cris_U,_ a.no 
-~ h.~t--~~-~h.~ .. I_?.~~! ur_ge.!l~ ne.~ t ste.p~ . ~hi ch J!e. e_d. t() _b e._t~ e.n. 

If you are willing to contribute the message I would be happy to discuss in more detail wi.th 
your staff how_your_mf!ssage co_uld be of optill1um value as partof our confere11ce. 

Concern Worldw ide: Comrnilled to a world w1lhou! poverty 

Concern Worldwide. a co.rnpany limited by guarantee, Registered number: 39647. Registered Charity Number: CHY 5745. Regi:;tered in lrc:land. Rogistr.-red address is 52- 55 Lower Cmnden St:cel, Oublir. 2 

Directors: Evanna Barry, Anne Cummins. Bre.ndan Duffy, David G'Y':ynn-Morgan. Ptitrick Harte, P.J. Hawaii, Mary Humphreys ~ Pcrul Jotrcul! {British), Sal!y-.A.nnf: Kinahan. 
Ged l<ing, Tom l avtr1, Mar~' Liston, Patrick Mcf.Aanus. Jim Miley (Che~irpE:!rson ) , Eamonn Moore, Nick North. Tom O'Higgins, Frances O'Keaffe {SP.crr.\aryi, 

Chmedu Onyeielem, No:"r. Owen, David ReQc:~n. Jan Rolle tDutct1). Mark Shlnr.1ck. John Troa:::y. Chief Ex.ecuttvo: TCim Arnold 
\1.4 



On a more personal note I look forward to m._e(!~if1g Y<?_ll __ O_I1_~4~"--~~.Rt.~_IJ:1\:J.~r. We have a friend 
in common, Mr Tae-Hee Yoon~--whohas spoken warmly of your friendship . I also had the 
good fortune to visit South Korea in early June to speak at a conference on the future of 
South Korea's aid progranune. Arising from that visit, I have ananged for two Korean 
interns to spend some months in Concem. I think this should be a very useful way of 
building relationships between South Korea and Ireland. 

Yours sincere4.ly 
) ~ .tf/ l~Vl· I~Llf[Gl::'· -

Tom Arnold 
Chief Executive 
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!J,~~~~t~;~(i1!~1r,:::~::~·~::::::::~ili:::::::::nc:::d::uti6nfu Africa. 
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.. Response~ >Peter Power TD, Minister of State for Overseas Development, Ireland 
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Program.me 
Session 1: 
Session2: 

Session 3: 

Session 4: 

Contributors include: 

Fighting Hunger- The Challenge for Politics 
Fighting Hunger in an era of High Food Prices 

Mrican Leadership in Fighting Hunger 

Innovation in Fighting Hunger 

Jim Miley Chairman, Concern Worldwide 
Adviser to UN Secretary General 
DG, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 
Former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Minister for Agriculture, Rwanda 

Jeffrey Sachs 
Joachim. von Braun 
Mary Robinson 
Agnes Kalibata 
BibiGiyose 
Brendan Rogers 
Sheila Sisulu 

Advisor Food and Nutrition, New African Partnership for Development (NEPAD) 
Assistant Secretary General, Department of Foreign Affairs, Dublin 
Director, World Food Progranune (WFP) 

Akin Adesina Vice President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 

9am- 4.30pm followed by a wine reception 
By invitation only. RSVP to fightinghunger@concern.net www.concern.: 


