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I
IO May 1976

NOTE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Ambassador Akhund has sent the Secretary-jfĜ neral a letter
enclosing an exchange of correspondence initiated by Prime
Minister Bhutto with Prime Minister Ghandi. This refers to
implementation of the Simla Agreement, and has led to an
invitation to an Indian delegation to visit Islamabad to
conclude an agreement on restoration of overflights and airlinks,
and to discuss resumption of diplomatic relations.

The first of these letters, dated 27 March 1976, from Prime
Minister Bhutto, related to the above problems and announces that
Pakistan is withdrawing its complaint to ICAO against India in
the hope that the problems of overflights may be resolved, enabling
the two countries to overcome remaining issues. The second letter,
dated 11 April 1976, contains Prime Minister Ghandi»s reply which,
while stating that the stalemate is not of India's making, welcomes
the decision to withdraw the case. It also announces that she is
prepared to instruct her Foreign Secretary to contact his counter-
part in Pakistan to arrange a mutually agreeable date to discuss
pending matters, indeed to go further and discuss measures for
restoration of diplomatic relations* At the same time she calls
for a curb on propaganda directed against India* On 18 April 1976,
Prime Minister Bhutto replied announcing that he had instructed his
Foreign Secretary to contact his counterpart to arrange a mutually
convenient date. At the same time he takes issue with the question
of propaganda raised by Prime Minister Ghandi but expresses his
belief that with goodwill on both sides impediments to a normalization
of relations should be overcome, as envisaged by the Simla Agreement.

I have acknowledged Ambassador Akhund»s letter in your absence
and a copy is attached.
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Dear Mr. Ambassador,

On beihalf and in tfie abssRee of the Secretary-
General, I hetv& the honour to acfenowledg© receipt of
your letter of 6 May 1S?& infoa-csiiig th« S«cr«ta»y-

of the recent exchange of correspondence between
Prim© Minister of Pakistan » His Kxcsllency Mr,
BliutfeOj, aftdi tlie frime Minister of ladia, Her

Mrs,. Indira

&s you are «waire, 'the Secretary-General is presently
visiting a uiffiibes: of Heiafoer States in Africa after attending
the opening of iMC^SkS1 IV* You stay foe assured, however, tliat
yotar letter will be brought to the Secretary-General's attention
at

Itinct regards,

Rafeexiddin
Assistant to the

Mr. Iqbal A/Akhund
t Rej»s:es©nt
to taw taiite<a



/ ' • Prime Minister's House
Rawalpindi.,
.13 April 1976.

Dear Madam Prime Minister,

I thank you for your letter of ll April.

I was impelled to write to you in an earnest

effort to resume the process of normalisation of our

relations by resolving the impasse over the issue of

overflights and airlinks.

Your response suggests that we should new

be able to take another step towards that objective..

We would welcome your delegation to visit Islamabad

to conclude an agreement on restoration of overflights

and airlinks and to discuss resumption of diplomatic

( relations and other matters mentioned in your letter, I
My Foreign Secretary has been instructed, to contact his

counterpart to arrange a mutually convenient date.

I agree that both countries should eschew

hostile propaganda against each other. How can wefnot

share the view that causes of tension in. our relations

should be removed?

However, I regret to note that you think that

s it is Pakistan which is at fault. On our side, we are not

unmindful of a number of statements which have recently

emanated from India and which cannot possibly help in

creating a climate conducive to the fulfilment of the

objectives of the Simla Agreement.

This not^tfithstanding, I believe that, given

goodwill on both sides, we should be able to overcome

impediments to the normalisation of our relations as

envisaged by that Agreement.

With regards,

Her Excellency
Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister
Republic of India,
Few Delhi.

Yours sincerely^

(Zulfikar All Bhutto)



ETew Delhi, :

April 11, 1976,

Dear Prime Minister, • ;

Thank you for your letter of the 27th March.

You have referred to. the present impasse in the normalisation

of relations between Pakistan ana India. This stalemate

is not of India* s making, 'We have been acting on our firm

belief that the Simla Agreement enjoins us to persevere

sincerely in our efforts towards the establishment of durable

' peace and" harmonious bilateral relations between our

countries. I welcome the prospect opened up in your letter

of restarting the process of normalisation, of relations

which would pave' the way for reconciliation and the promot-
. . . • ' • -

ion of peace and stability on our subcontinent,

I am glad to learn that you now find it

possible to offer to withdraw the case pending before the

ICAO. The Civil Aviation problem has indeed come in the way

. of the process of normalisation and your willingness to.

withdraw it is helpful,

. I am prepared to instruct our Foreign Secretary

to get in touch with his counterpart in Pakistan and arrange
' ' '

for a" meeting at a mutually convenient date for joint deli-

berations to discuss pending matters such .as airlinks

between our countries, over-flights and the resumption of

rail and road communications. We are prepared to go further
'I

and discuss measures for the restoration of diplomatic

f relations with your representatives. ,
*

On hearing from you, the schedule for holding

such meetings, particularly those arising out of the

provisions of the Simla Agreement, can begin. But, in the

meantime, I think it is important to make renewed and

purposeful efforts to improve the climate of our relations

by firmly curbing propaganda which creates mistrust of



each other', • and desisting from steps which may "be
f

hostile to ..the interests of the other country.

The recent statements and observations about India

emanating from your side.have caused us concern

and have given our people the impression that

Pakistan wants' to arouse suspicion regarding India's

policies ana intentions towards her neighbours.

This is regrettable and hardly conducive to the

fulfilment of the Simla Agreement to which you have

referred in your'letter. ¥e are convinced that

none of the countries on the sub-continent can

benefit from tensions. In order to progress more

purposefully towards the promotion of the welfare

of our peoples, we should recognise the logic of

our inter-dependence and the "need for-a cooperative

relationship, . - . . ;

With, regards,

Yours sincerely, (
i

••:• Sd/~
. . ; . • •(Indira Gandhi)

His Excellency Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Islamabad,



Prime Minister's House,
Rawalpindi,
27 March 1976.

Dear 'Madam Prime Minister,

I feel it necessary- to take the initiative

to write to you on the question of.normalisation of

relations between India and Pakistan. For a variety

of reasons, this process appears to have come to a

standstill. The mutual -advantage for breaking the

stalemate is self-evident. Despite the setbacks,

the people of Pakistan stand committed to the objective

of durable peace between our Countries,

It is regrettable that the process in part

at least, should have been interrupted by our inability

to reach agreement on the resumption of civilian ai.r

communications and overflights. We should have thought

that the momentum in norrao'lization generated by the

agreements to restore other communications, would have

facilitated an agreement on this issue. It seems

pointless to enumerate here the various stages through

which these negotiations have passed without achieving

results.

On our part, we have earnestly explored the -

question of how we can increase our trade and have,

in that context, restored the rail link with India at

Wagah and have also agreed to delimit the maritime

boundary between the two Countries. ¥e have thereby

sought to keep intact the process of normalisation,.

However, so long as there is no progress on other

outstanding issues such efforts can be only of partial

value and attain peripheral results.

In order, therefore, to impart to the

normalization process the impetus that it needs and
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in keeping with our sincere desire to improve

relations with India,, .we would "be prspared to

go to the length of withdrawing Pakistan's case

from.ICAO. How'else can the impasse be broken?

I trust that now the problem of overflights

should stand resolved. This -ought to enable us to

turn our attention to the remaining issues envisaged

in.the Simla Agreement.

' - '

With regards, • . , ,

Yours sincerely,; , • - C
Zulfifcar All Bhutto

Her Excellency
Mrs..Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister,
Republic of India,
Hew Delhi.
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PAKISTAN MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

PAKISTAN HOUSE

8 EAST 6STH STREET

NEW YORK, N. Y. 1OO21

No. P-01-158/76 6 May 1976

Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

As you are aware, talks will shortly be

resumed at Islamabad between the representatives of

Pakistan and India with a view to carrying forward the

process of normalising their relations. When Minister

of State Mr. Aziz Ahmed met you during the 30th session

of the General Assembly/ he had explained that the

process of implementing the Simla Agreement had been

interrupted because of differences between the two

countries over the resumption of air services and

overflights and particularly over the question of

Pakistan's complaint with the ICAO against India.

On March 27, the Prime Minister took the initiative

to address a letter to the Prime Minister of India

offering to withdraw this complaint in order to resume

consideration of all outstanding issues between the

two countries.

On receipt of a positive reply from Mrs. Gandhi,

Prime Minister Bhutto wrote to invite an Indian delegation

to visit Islamabad in order to conclude an agreement on

restoration of overflights and air links, discuss
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resumption of diplomatic relations and other matters.

It is the earnest hope of the Government of Pakistan

that these talks will lead to a resolution of all

these matters and open the way to the complete normalisa-

tion envisaged in the Simla Agreement.

I enclose for your information the text of the

letters exchanged between the Prime Ministers of

Pakistan and India on this occasion.

Yours sincerely,

(Iqbal Akhund)

His Excellency Mr. Kurt Waldheim,
Secretary-General of the United Nations,
United Nations Headquarters,
New York.


