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To: Mr. Nambiar 

Through: 

From: Shashi Tharoor 

ROOM NO. DATE: 5 March 2007 

FOR ACTION POUR SUITE A DONNER 

FOR APPROVAL POUR APPROBATION 

FOR SIGNATURE POUR SIGNATURE 

FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 

MAY WE DISCUSS? POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER? 

YOUR ATTENTION X VOTRE ATTENTION 

AS DISCUSSED COMME CONVENU 

AS REQUESTED SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDE 

NOTE AND RETURN NOTER ET RETOURNER 

FOR INFORMATION POUR INFORMATION 

~ 
Dear Mr. ~iar, ltJ~ ------

Please find attached the proposed response to the letter from the 
Permanent Representative of Myanmar dated 27 February 2007, which is 
attached for ease of reference. @i ~}_ ~lr-::::-·~~:S _) < ) ·:~. ) 
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REFERENCE: 

UN ITED NAT IONS • NATIONS UNIES 

POSTAL ADDRESS-ADRESSE POST AL E: UNITED NATIONS, M. V. 100 1 7 

CABL~ ADOAESS-ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWVORK 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE· SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

R!iF!lRC.N CE.: 

8 March 2007 

Excellency, 

On behalf of the _ Secretary-General, I have the honour to refer your letter of 
27 February 2007 concerning a news item, dated 26 February 2007, by the UN News 
Service. I would like to assure you that all staff of the Department of Public Information, 
including writers and editors of the UN News Service, are doing their utmost to make 
cetiain that the information materials produced by them meet the highest standards of 
accuracy, clarity and balance. 

We regret if the reference in question mischaracterizes the situation ii1 your country. 
As a precaution on our part, the relevant paragraph has been removed from the UN website 
and its archives. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Kyaw Tint Swe 
Permanent Representative 

of the Union of Myanmar 
to the United Nations 
New York 

~~~c, .. ,-~'~_.- -
ijayNambi~ 

hef de Cabinet 
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CASLE ADDAEII-ADRE,I& TELEGRAPH! QUo!: UNIT!ON• NEWYOAIC 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

REFERENCEl 

8 March 2007 

Excellency, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I have the honour to refer your letter of 
27 February 2007 concerning a news item, dated 26 February 2007, by the UN News 
Service. I would like to assure you that all staff of the Department of Public Information, 
including writers and editors of the UN News Service, are doing their utmost to make 
certain that the information materials produced by them meet the highest standards of 
accuracy, clarity and balance. 

We regret if the reference in question mischaracterizes the situation in your country. 
As a precaution on our part, the relevant paragraph has been removed from the UN website 
and its archives. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

~c-, 
ijayNambi~ 

hef de Cabinet 
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• ~ THE SECR'ETARY-GENER A L 

6 March 2007 

Excellency, 

With regard to your letter of27 February 2007 concerning a news 
item, dated 26 February 2007, by the UN News Service, I would like to 
assure you that all staff of the Department of Public Iiiformation, including 
writers and editors of the UN News Service, are doing their utmost to make 
certain that the information materials produced by them meet the highest 
standards of accuracy, clarity and balance. 

We regret ifthe reference in question mischaracterizes the situation 
in your country. As a precaution on our part, the relevant paragraph has been 
removed from the UN website and its archives. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Kyaw Tint Swe 
Permanent Representative 

ofthe Union of Myanmar 
to the United Nations 

New York 

Ban Ki-moon 

PRof Myanmar 
Drafter: DPI 
Reviewed and Cleared by: ER/SO 
Authorized by: 

Date: 6 March 2007 



TEL: 744-127 1 •FAX: 744-1 290 

E-MAIL: myanmarmission@verizon.net 

Excellency, 

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE U NION OF M YANMAR 
TO THE U NITED N ATIONS, N EW YORK 

lO EAST 77th STREET 

NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 

27 February 2007 

I would like to refer to the item of news which appeared on 26 February in 

UN News Service entitled "Immediate aid needed in Myanmar's conflict zones, UN 

rights expert says" with regard to the press statement by Professor Paulo Sergio 

Pinheiro. Professor Pinheiro's statement did not contain any reference that 

Myanmar's military has conducted counter-insurgency operations against civilians. 

(Full text enclosed). However, the particular news item wrongly included a 

paragraph which stated "In Kayin State, also known as Karen State, Myanmar's 

military has continued counter-insurgency operations against civilians". This is an 

irresponsible statement because it Is !=OmpfetE;.Iy untrue. The Government of the 

Union of Myanmar conducts counter-insurgency campaigns only against the Karen 

insurgents that have been conducting terrorist acts against the general populace. 

The UN country team and the Diplomatic Corps were taken to these areas and were 

able to. interview the victims of the terrorist acts who have informed them that the 

perpetrators of these attacks are the Karen insurgents. This news item has caused 

great harm to the national reconciliation process of my Government. 

The news item reflects either unprofessional or biased conduct of some 

m~mbers of the Secretariat. If the inclUsion ofthe news item is unintentional, it is 

gr;oss incompetence. If it is intentional, it would tantamount to assisting the 

disinformation campaign of a powerful member of the United Nations and would be 

contrary to Article 100 (1) of the Charter of the United Nations. 

I would therefore like to request that necessary steps be taken to prevent 

the occurrence of such irresponsible action by certain members of the Secretariat 

which affect the credibility of the Organization. It could also negatively effect Your 
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Excellency's laudable efforts to build trust and confidence between the Member 

States and the Secretariat. 

Please accept1 Excellency/ the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary-General of the United Nations 

New York. 

Copy to: 

H.E. Mr. Vijay K. Nambiar 

Under-Secretary-General/ 

Chef de Cabinet 

United Nations 

..f- H.E. Mr. Shashi Tharoor 

(KYAW TINT SWE) 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 

Under-Secretary-General for 

Communications and Public Information 

United Nations 



-UNITED NATIONS . 
:Press Release 

xxxxxxxxxx UN Human Rights Expert urged the Government of xxxxxxxx:xx 
Myanmar 

23 February 2007 

1to authorize access to affected areas by 
humanitarian actors 

The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar is very 
concerned by the on-going military operations in Kayin State and its 
hUmanitarian and human rights implications. He received testimonies from 
villagers who recentJy fled from Toungoo District and Eastern Bago Division. 
These villagers, who had already been forcedly displaced at several 
occasions, provided information that verify allegations received by the 
Special Rapporteur during the year 2006 on the magnitude of the 
humanitarian and human rights situation in these areas. 

As the result of the increase of military operations, the number of 
communities in needs, such as villagers facing food shortage, internally 
diplaced villagers and refugees significantly increased in 2006. 

The Special Rapporteur noted the importance of providing these groups at 
risk with immediate humanitarian assistance. He reiterated that the 
humanitarian assistance should not be made hostage of politics. It must be 
only guided by the best interests of the affected communities. The Special 
Rapporteur believed it would be a terrible mistake to wait the 
political normalization of Myanmar to help and to empower the affected 
communities and their representatives. 

The Special Rappo1ieur urged the Government of Myanmar to authorize 
access to the affected areas by the United Nations and associated personel, 
as well as personel of humanitarian organizations and guarantee their safety, 
security and freedom of movement. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/viewOl/43Bl3C5969A59565Cl25728B007E... 2/27/2007 
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