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SHULTZ, GEORGE PRATT, fanner government executive, economics
educator; b. N.Y.C. Dec. 13, 1920; s. Birl E. and Margaret Lennox (Pratt)
S.; m. Helen* M. O'Brien, Feb. 16, 1946; children: Margaret Ann Shultz
Tilsworth, Kathleen Pratt Shultz Jorgensen, Peter Milton, Barbara Lennox
Shultz White, Alexander George. BA in Boons., Princeton U, 1942; PhD in
Indsl. Econs., MIT, 1949; Hon. degree, /eshiva U.. U. Tel Aviv, Technion-
Israd Inst. Tech., Kdo U.. Tokyo. Mem. faculty M.I.T.. 1949-37; assoc.
prof, indsl. relations MIT, 1935-57; prof, indsl. relations Grad. Sch. Bus., U.
Chgo., 1957-68, dean sch., 1962-68; feilow Ctr. for Advanced Study in
Behavioral Sris., 1968-69; U.S. sec. labor, 1969-70; dir. Office Mgmt. and
Budget, 1970-72; U.S. sec. treasury, also asst. to Pres., 1972-74; chmn.
Council on Econ. Policy, East-West Trade Policy com.; exec. v.p. Bechtd
Corp., San Francisco. 1974-75, pres., 1975-77; vice cbmn. Bechtel Corp.,
1977-81; also dir.; pres. Bechtel Group. Inc., 1981-82; prof. mgmt. and pub.
policy Stanford U.. 1974-82, prof, internal, econs., 1989-91, prof, emeritus,
1991—; chmn. Pres. Reagan's Econ. Policy Adv. Bd., 1981-82; U.S. sec. of
state, 1982-89; disting. fellow Hoover Instn., Stanford, 1989—; bd. dirs.
Bechtel Group, Inc.. Gulfstream Aerospace Corp., AirTouch Comm.; mem.
GM Corp. Adv. Coun.; mem. Gilead Sets. Bd., chmn. J.P. Morgan Internal.
Coun.; chmn. adv. coun. Inst. Internal. Studies, Calif. Gov.'s Econ. Policy
Adv. Bd. Author: Pressures on Wage Decisions, 1951, (with Charles A.
Myers) The Dynamics of a Labor Market, 1951, (with John R. Coleman)
Labor Problems: Cases and Readings. 1953, (with T.L. Whisler) Manage-
ment Organization and the Computer, I960, (with Arnold R. Weber)
Strategies for the Displaced Worker, 1966, (with Robert Z. Alibcr) Guide-
lines, Informal Controls and the Market Place, 1966. (with Albert Rees)
Workers and Wages in the Urban Labor Market, 1970, Leaders and Fol-
lowers in an Age of Ambiguity, 1975, (with Kenneth W. Dam) Economic
Policy Beyond the Headlines, 1977, Turmoil and Triumph: My Years as
Secetiry of State. 1993; also articles, chpts. in books, reports, and essays.
Served to capt. USMCR, 1942-45. Mem. Am. Econ. Assn.. Indsl. Relations
Research Assn. (pres. 1968), Nat. Acad. Arbitrators. Office: Stanford U
Hoo,yer Instn Stanford CA 94305
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Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Mayor of San Francisco

Inducted into the Academy in 1996

"It was a horror chamber. It got to be a l i t t l e bit
better when... 1 could work in the fields and make a
couple of dollars a day. At 12 years of age, 1 could
actually make six bucks a week shining shoes. Using
those dollars, to buy the things that ordinary kids
had. relieved the misery a hit. but only a t iny bit."

When Willie Brown was growing up in the 1940s,
the African-Americans of rural East Texas lived in
poverty. The daily humiliations of segregation were

enforced by the constant threat of violence. In the summer of 1951. 17 year-old
W;illie Brown left the world he knew and boarded a train for San Francisco with
all his worldly belongings packed in a single cardboard suitcase.

In California. Willie Brown would become a successful attorney, and a political
figure with national influence. For an unprecedented 15 years he dominated state
government as Speaker of the Assembly. When his service in the Assembly was
done, he returned to San Francisco to serve as Mayor of the city that had given
him the opportunity to realize his dreams.

Wil l ie Brown's genius for political strategy has made him a legend among
political insiders, while his fiery oratory, flamboyant lifestyle and exuberant
personality have made him a favorite with the voters of San Francisco for over 30
years. As Mayor of his adopted city, he is one of the nation's most prominent and
passionate spokesmen for the causes of urban America.
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Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Mayor of San Francisco

BIOGRAPHY

b. March 20. 1934

Willie Lewis Brown. Jr. was horn in Mineola. a
rural communi ty in East Texas. 80 miles from
Dallas. Railroad tracks divided the small town into
racially segregated enclaves. A chain link fence
running through the cemetery separated blacks and
whites even in death. Periodic outbreaks of mob
violence against African Americans effectively-
prevented them from voting or exercising any
control over their l i v e s . For young Wil l ie Brown,
the only hope of rising in the world was to leave
East Texas for San Francisco. California, where an
admired uncle had made a hoi.ie for himself.

Unable to enter Stanford University as he had
hoped, Willie Brown enrolled at San Francisco
State, hoping to become a math instructor. Once in
college though, he was quickly swept up into the world of campus politics. He
became active in his church, and in the San Francisco chapter of the NAACP, just
as the drive began to end legally sanctioned segregation in America. He worked
his way through college working as a doorman, janitor and shoe salesman.
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Afier earning a degree in political science.
Willie Brown went to Hastings law school,
where he was elected president of his class.
There were few African American attorneys
practicing in San Francisco at the time, and
Brown made a name for himself in the
community by taking on cases other attorneys
would have dismissed as hopeless.

After losing the Democratic primary in his llrst
bid for the State Assembly in 1962. Brown
regrouped for a decisive victory in 1964. When
Willie Brown entered the 80-member California
Assembly, he was one of only four African
American members: there were no Latinos, and
only one woman in the entire group. The State

Senate was composed entirely of white males. Brown immediately became
embroiled in controversies w i th the powerful Speaker of the Assembly. Jesse
"Big r iddy" Unruh. Bi'i Brown's loyalty to his al'ies. and willingness to bow to
party discipline when called on. woii 1'im the respect of his colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, including the Speaker himself.

Throughout the '60s and onto the '70s. Brown played an increasingly important
role in the Ca l i fo rn ia Democratic Parly. He made his first impact on the national
stage in 1972. when he electrified delegates to the Democratic National
Convention with a fiery speech delivered during a credentials fight.

When Unruh finally stepped down in
1974, Broun sci/ed the chance lo run for
Speaker of the Assembly. His defeat in
this contest began a br ief period of
political eclipse for W i l l i e Brown.
Popular as ever in his inner city district.
and assured of easy re-election to the
Assembly. Brown concentrated on
bui ld ing up his law practice, and drew
some of the biggest developers in the
region to his firm as San Francisco
embarked on an explosive era of
downtown development. By 1980. Brown was ready to try for the Speakcrship
again, and won the office wi ih an unexpected coa l i t i on of 28 Republ icans and
onl\ 23 Democuls.

Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s. Brown exercised unprecedented power in
the legislature, dictating budget agreements lo a succession of Governors.
Democratic and Republican. In 1990. the slate government ground lo a halt for 64
days until Wi l l i e Brown broke the deadlock through a direct personal
intervention with Governor Wilson.

When Willie Brown ran for re-election in 1994. California's newly-enacted term
limits assured thai it would be his last slim in the legislature. Al though Brown
easily retained his Assembly seat in 1994. Republicans won a one-vote majority
in the California Slate Assembh and ii appeared lhal Wi l l i e Brown's
record-selling tenure as Speaker was final K over. Brown pulled off a remarkable
upset, cl inging to his leadership of the Assembly bv a margin of a single vote,
cast by a Republican member whose loyally Brown had won in an earlier session.

' o« 1 1 - 1 5 AM



Willie L. Brown, Jr. Biography http://www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/broObio-l

When the Republ ican dissenter \sas recalled in a
special election. Brcmn stunned the opposition
again, by persuading another Republican member
to stand for Speaker against the Republicans'
chosen leader. Brown's choice won the votes of all
Democrats and a single Republican in the
Assembly. When Brown's chosen successor was
also recalled, he persuaded Democrats lo support
ihe candidacy of the one Republican who had
supported Brown's choice for Speaker, thereby
dooming the hopes of Brown's Republican rival for
a third lime. The Republican majorih were forced
to withdraw their first choice and elected a fourth
Speaker for the brief remainder of the Assembly
session. The following Autumn. Democrats
regained control of the Assembly.

By that time. Wi l l i e Brown had returned to San Francisco to run for Mayor. He
faced considerable challenges, inc lud ing an incumbent opponent with broader
appeal to the po l i t i ca l center, and t \ \o challengers from the left, one wi th
considerable appeal to the ci ty 's large gay community. Brown's natural base of
support among African Americans counted for little in a city where they were
less than a quarter of the city's population. After a fiercely fought primary
contest. Brown won the right lo face the incumbent mayor head-on in the general
election. Al though Brown won the endorsement o f h i s defeated primary
opponents, the c i ty ' s two daily newspapers backed the incumbent and weighed in
against Brown wi th d a i l y examinat ions o f h i s entire career in Sacramento, his
business dealings, and his personal l i fe .

Come election day. none of it mattered, and Wil l ie Brown was swept into office
in a landslide. While the city of San Francisco faces man) problems at the turn of
the century. W i l l i e Brown has begun his term as one of the most popular mayors
in the city 's h is tory . No\\ . more than 30 years in to his career as an elected
official, the remarkable career of W i l l i e Brown is s t i l l a work-in-progress.
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Willie L. Brown, Jr.
Mayor of San Francisco

INTERVIEW
June 29. 1096
Sun Vallev. Idaho

What was it like growing up in poor, rural, segregated Mineola, Texas?

It was not a pleasant experience. I can t e l l you that. When 1 graduated from high
school and went away to college in 1951. that was the first time I'd ever actually
left the town. So I didn't have a whole lot to compare it to. except that I knew
there was a better life somewhere.

There was a better l i fe than worrying every day about your physical
safety. There was a better l i fe than being a vegetarian, and not by
choice. That there was a better l i f e than having only a pot-bellied
stove in one room in a household. There was a better life other than
outdoor plumbing. There was a better life than having a job of going
a block away to get water and bring it back. There was a better l i fe
than taking a bath in the third use of the water that had been
acquired.

I kne\v that there had to be a better
life.

And there clearly had to be a better l ife than having no shoes. I knew'
there had to be a better life.
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It \\as a horror chamber, ft got lo be a l i t t l e bit
better, even in the horror chamber, \vhen. at 10 or 11
years of age. 1 could actually produce for myself . 1
could work in the fields and make a couple of
dollars a day. At 12 years ofage. I could actual!)
make six bucks a week shining shoes. Using those
dollars, to buy the things that ordinary kids had.
relieved the misery a bit . but only a t iny bit .

Who was important to you in those early years in
Texas? Who inspired you, who influenced you,
who did you look up to?

In the early years of my life, my grandmother was
the single most powerful force in existence by my
l i l t l e kid standards. She showed no fear of anything.

In spite of the fact that we lived in a t o t a l l y segregated community, she would not
take anything off of while people.

They would mistreat her. or attempt lo mistreat her. and she would stand up to
them. She was an 80-year-old black woman and I suppose they had at least a little
bit of respect for her l i f e and the contributions she had made. I had great respect
for her.

I had great, great respect for my mother. She seemed to have more
interest in life than any other human being that I'd ever known,
although she was only there on weekends. She lived in what we
called "in service," up over somebodv's aarase in Dallas. Texas,i ^ *_ i~-

working as their maid. But she would dutifully come home
practically every weekend.

She'd bring with her the excess food
that she had cooked and not served to

the other families.

She'd bring home the ham, which was a way to get away from being
a vegetarian. She would bring cakes and cookies that she had made.
And obviously, she made them in excess, so she could bring them
home. She'd also bring home the clothing of the kids from the house
that she worked for, that they would give her.

So she was my treat. She also had a great interest in what we kids were doing
every day. what we were doing in school. She was very inspirational, although,
on reflection, she was not even a high school graduate. She was very important to
me.
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And then I had an unc le who l i t e r a l l y
defied description. He had had no
education, never had a job. but
seemingly owned everything in the
\\orld. He was a resident of San
Francisco. Cal i fornia , i le drew his ear
back once a \ear. 1 le sent mone\ to hi:
mother, my grandmother, to help lake of
his sister's children. He had a lot of style
and a lot of piz/.azz about him. He was
the hero of every l i t t l e kid in Mineola.
And of course, being my uncle, he was my hero. He also knew how to curse, and
at the time that seemed important to me. 'There must have been a warrant out for
him. or something, because he w o u l d never slay for more than three or four days.
but he was very important to me.

That was probably the sum total of this l i t t l e kid's collection of people. Although
I did have access to things l ike the Houston Informer, which was a black
newspaper, or the Kansas City Call, which was a black newspaper (hat was
distributed in Mineola for live cents a copy, about once every two weeks. You
would check that newspaper out and you'd" read these stories aboul Harlem, and
about black entertainers. But I couldn't really relate to them, because it just didn't
seem l ike something I would ever be able to do. had no vision beyond Mineola.
The people whom 1 respected and admired were pretty much restricted to my
famih members. 1 didn't ha \e a \ \ h o l e lot of teachers tha t had anything going for
them, that would warrant mv admirint i them.

page 1 /8
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About Congresswoman Pelosi

NANCY PELOSI

MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Legislator

Nancy Pelosi was elected in 1987 to represent the City of San Francisco (California's 8th Congressional
District) in Congress. Rep. Pelosi serves on the powerful House Appropriations Committee, is the
ranking Democrat on the Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations and Export Financing,
and the only Californian on the Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services
and Education. Pelosi also serves on the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. Rep. Pelosi chairs
che Congressional Working Group on China, and is Co-Chair of the AIDS Task Force of the House
Democratic Caucus. At the beginning of the 105th Congress, Pelosi completed six years of service on
the House Committee on Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics); she was appointed to serve on the
House Bi-Partisan Task Force on Ethics, formed in 1997 to study the process the House uses to
discipline members.

Pelosi plays a prominent role in forging the appropriations bills for the nation's domestic programs and
foreign investments; she advocates increased funding for AIDS/HIV and breast cancer prevention and
research, and is a champion of U.S. global leadership for human rights and sustainable development.
Rep. Pelosi's policy focus is on jobs, health, education and pension security for American workers, and
international family planning, AIDS prevention and environmental protection.

Democratic Leader

In Congress, Rep. Pelosi's House leadership responsibilities include service on the influential House
Democratic Steering Committee, At-Large Whip for Congressional Democrats, and Vice-Chair of the
Democratic Study Group. Pelosi also serves on the House Bi-Partisan Task Force on Ethics, formed in
1997 to study and make recommendations on the process the House uses to discipline members.

In addition, Congresswoman Pelosi served as Vice-Chair of the 1996 Democratic National Convention,
and Co-Chair of the 1992 Democratic Platform Committee of the Democratic National Committee. Prior
to her election to Congress, Pelosi was an elected Democratic Party official, serving terms as Northern
Chair and State Chair of the California Democratic Party; she was the Chair for the 1984 Democratic
National Convention Host Committee in San Francisco. Rep. Pelosi also was a Democratic National
Committeewoman from California for 20 years between 1976 and 1996.
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Personal Background

Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi comes from a strong family tradition of public service. Rep. Pelosi's
father, Thomas D'Alesandro, Jr., served as Mayor of Baltimore for 12 years, after representing the city
for five terms in Congress, where he served on the Appropriations Committee. Her brother, Thomas
D'Alesandro III, also served as Mayor of Baltimore. Pelosi graduated from Trinity College in
Washington, DC. Nancy and her husband, Paul Pelosi, a native of San Francisco, have five children:
Nancy Corinne, Christine, Jacqueline, Paul and Alexandra.

Please sign our guest book by clicking HERE.

You can email Congresswoman Pelosi by clicking HERE. •
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TRANSCRIPT: CLINTON REMARKS AT PERRY FAREWELL CEREMONY
(President presents Medal of Freedom to SecDef)

January 14, 1997

Washington — President Clinton said farewell to Defense Secretary William Perry January 14, praising
him for his bipartisanship and presenting him with a Medal of Freedom in a ceremony at Fort Myer.

"His practice of bipartisanship earned Bill Perry the trust and respect of the Congress and the American
people, as well as credibility abroad as an American who could speak for the entire country," the
President said of him. "Many of you know that Secretary Perry's personal hero is his predecessor,
General George Marshall. During the crisis days of World War II, Marshall lived right here at Ft. Myer,
and then went on to become a great Secretary of State and the third Secretary of Defense.

"While Bill Perry is just one of just 16 to follow him in that difficult job," Clinton said, "I believe he is
the successor George Marshall would be most proud of."

Following is the White House transcript:

(begin transcript)

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT PRESENTATION OF MEDAL OF FREEDOM TO
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILLIAM PERRY

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. General Shalikashvili, Mrs. Shalikashvili, distinguished
leaders of United States Armed Forces, members of Congress, service members in our Armed Forces
assembled here today; to the friends of Secretary and Mrs. Perry, and to Bill and Lee and your children
and your grandchildren, your other family members who are here today: Let me say that for Hillary and
me, this is a bittersweet day; a great privilege for us to be here to honor Bill and Lee, a great regret that
our nation will be losing, as all nations must and we, too, must from time to time, one of the ablest
people who ever served the United States in any position. We come to honor Bill Perry, the leader, the
statesman, and the friend of America's Armed Forces.

Once he was asked if he had ever aspired to a career in government service, and he replied, "No, I was a
math major." Fortunately, for the rest of us, he set aside his love of mathematics and engineering to
serve in demanding levels of government where the clarity and precision of his training and insight and
ability were highly valued and sorely needed.

He did so with remarkable distinction, accomplishment and integrity. And I agree with Shali, when the
history of our time is written, Bill Perry may well be recorded as the most productive, effective,
Secretary of Defense the United States ever had.

His association with our military dates to his service as an enlisted man at the end of World War II; then
as an Army reserve officer. At Stanford he helped to educate and sharpen some of our nation's great
young minds. As a businessman, he created jobs and prosperity for his home state of California. As
Under Secretary of Defense in the late 1970s, it was his vision and drive and leadership that brought
from the drawing board to deployment in record time many of the advanced technologies that were vital
to our nation's victory in Operation Desert Storm. Bill Perry was one of the great and, indeed, unsung
heroes of the Gulf War.

But we gather today, first and foremost, to honor and thank Bill and Lee for their last three years leading
the Defense Department. This was a difficult job, but the perfect one for Bill Perry. He completed the
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post-Cold War drawdown of our Armed Forces while increasing their readiness capabilities and
technological edge, something no one thought could be done. The simple fact is that this is one of the
great managerial achievements in our country's history. Today, our troops are the best trained, the best
equipped, the best prepared fighting force in the world. And they have proven that again and again on
Bill Perry's watch, from Haiti to Bosnia to the Persian Gulf.

Bill Perry downsized without dow* grading morale. He always valued and honored the service of people
who do the hard work of ensuring our security. And as the Vice President well knows, he brought
reinventing government right into the E Wing of the Pentagon with common sense acquisition and
financial reform. He never let the crisis of the moment deter him from meeting the long-term challenges
and seizing the long-term opportunities to build a more secure future for the United States.

He led our successful efforts to dismantle and de-target thousands of Russian nuclear warheads once
aimed at American cities, and to eliminate nuclear warheads from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and Belarus.
The Cooperative Threat Reduction program he managed has helped keep nuclear materials from falling
into the hands of rogue states and terrorists. He helped to build a new security architecture in Europe
through NATO's Partnership for Peace program. He reinvigorated our security ties with Japan and
established new security relationships with Russia, China, and our neighbors in Latin America.

The Department of Defense is the largest and most complex organization in our nation's government. He
ran it hands on. This method would be demanding enough at any federal agency, but when your
headquarters is the Pentagon and your staff numbers 3 million, what Bill calls management by walking
around is all the more remarkable. But as has been said today by others who know well, it is his affinity
for and his commitment to our nation's troops, the men and women who serve at home, abroad and at
sea, and who are sent into harm's way at a moment's notice, which I most admire.

In many of our private meetings together over the last three years, Bill Perry would always — always —
bring up the welfare, the morale, the interests, and the future of our men and women in uniform who are
enlisted personnel and their families. Secretary Perry's many trips abroad ~ and as the most traveled
Defense Secretary in the history of the United States, there were many trips ~ were as much about
checking in with our troops and their families, and checking on their quality of life as they were about
meeting with defense ministers and military leaders in other lands.

As a former private, his heart never left the members of the enlisted corps. As a former lieutenant, he
understood the leadership demands we place upon our junior officers. But above all, he understood that
whether enlisted or officer, military service is the ultimate expression of patriotism by those who choose
to wear our uniform.

I will miss Bill Perry for many things: for his thoughtful temperament and manner; for speaking with the
mathematician's unadorned clarity, a rarity in Washington. Teddy Roosevelt said that those of us in
positions of authority should speak softly and carry a big stick. Bill Perry spoke softly and carried the
biggest stick in the world, with great care and a great effect. His quiet confidence was always an
incredible comfort to me. There were qualities which our allies relied upon, and as long as he was
Secretary of Defense I never went to bed a single night worried about the security of the United States or
the welfare of our men and women in uniform.

His practice of bipartisanship earned Bill Perry the trust and respect of the Congress and the American
people, as well as credibility abroad as an American who could speak for the entire country. Many of
you know that Secretary Perry's personal hero is his predecessor, General George Marshall. During the
crisis days of World War II, Marshall lived right here at Ft. Myer, and then went on to become a great
Secretary of State and the third Secretary of Defense. While Bill Perry is just one of just 16 to follow
him in that difficult job, I believe he is the successor George Marshall would be most proud of.

The measure of a great Defense Secretary is whether he leaves our military stronger and our nation safer
than on the day he took office. It is, and we are.

And so it is my great privilege as President, as Commander in Chief, and as a grateful American citizen,
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to present William J. Perry with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest civilian award.

Commander, publish the order.

(The Medal of Freedom citation is read.)

SECRETARY PERRY: "I shall be telling this with a sigh somewhere ages and ages hence. Two roads
diverged in the wood, and I, I took the one less traveled by. And that has made all of the difference."

Four years ago, America faced a choice, a choice between two roads that diverged. One road led to
isolation and apathy, the other road to engagement and action. This century has taught us that the road of
isolation and apathy leads to instability and war. President Clinton chose the road of engagement and
action. He strove to bridge the Cold War chasms, to reduce its nuclear legacy, to reach out to former
adversaries, to prevent the conditions for conflict and to create the conditions for peace. And that, as
Robert Frost has said, had made all the difference.

It has made all the difference in Europe, where by establishing the Partnership for Peace we have
replaced an Iron Curtain which divided the nations of Europe with a circle of security which brings them
together. It has made all the difference in our own hemisphere, where all nations save one have chosen
democracy, and by establishing the Defense Ministerial of Americas we have forged new links of trust
and cooperation.

It has made all the difference in the Asia Pacific, where by establishing a framework agreement we froze
the North Korean nuclear program and prevented a nuclear arms race, and where by strengthening the
security agreement with Japan, we have ensured America's security presence — the oxygen that fuels the
region's prosperity.

Choosing the right road has made all the difference around the world. By executing the Nunn-Lugar
program, we have dismantled 4,000 nuclear weapons that once targeted America's cities. Today, the
threat of nuclear holocaust no longer hangs like a dark cloud over the heads of our children.

Four years ago, the Department of Defense faced a choice. One road was well-traveled and easy to
follow, but it would allowed our forces to atrophy as we completed the post-Cold War drawdown. The
other road was less traveled by, twisting and bumpy with hard choices ~ hard choices to ensure that we
had strong capable military forces ready to respond in a world of new dangers.

Twice before in this century when faced with that same choice, we chose the well-traveled road of
neglect and we paid the price - in Korea with Task Force Smith, and after Vietnam with a hollow army.
This time we chose the road less-traveled by, the road of readiness. We established training as our
highest priority, training designed to make the scrimmage tougher than the game. We established the
iron logic that quality of life for our forces meant quality people in our forces. We reformed our
acquisition system to give our quality people the most effective technology ~ technology that enables
them to dominate the battlefield; to win quickly, decisively, and with minimum losses. And that has
made all the difference.

It made all the difference wherever we sent our forces to prevent, deter, or defeat aggression: In Haiti,
where we restored democracy. In the Arabian Gulf, where we contained a brutal dictator. In the Korean
Peninsula, where we stood firm with an ally. In Bosnia, where we have stopped the killing and brought
to a war-ravaged people the blessings of peace. The readiness road ensured the success of each of these
missions. Readiness made all the difference.

Four years ago I faced a personal choice between a well-traveled road to a quieter life centered around
family and friends, and a less-traveled road that led to turmoil, tension, and tough decisions. But it also
led to an opportunity to serve our nation, to support the troops I cared for, and to achieve the dreams I
cherished.

I thought long and hard upon that choice and took counsel from sage friends. I questioned my wisdom,
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my patience and my ability to endure. But the courage to take that test came from the advice of a tough
Sergeant Major: "Take care of the troops," he Sa:d, "and they will take care of you."

I have followed that advice, and that for me has made all the difference. It made all the difference every
time I advised President Clinton on when and how to use military force. It made all the difference when
I negotiated with ministerial colleagues, when I met with presidents and kings. It made all the difference
when I decided on force levels, mission goals and rules of engagement every time we put our troops in
harm's way. It made all the difference when I met with soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines, in distant
lands, on domestic bases, on training fields, ships at sea and cargo planes or fighter jets. It made all the
difference when I shared Thanksgiving meals with them in Haiti, in Macedonia, in Bosnia.

That advice - "Take care of the troops, and they will take care of you" ~ has made all the difference as I
learned from my mistakes, as I took pride in my achievements.

Today, I say farewell to the President, who honored me by asking me to serve as Secretary. I say
farewell to my colleagues in the administration who worked with me to achieve common goals. I say
farewell to my friends in the media, and in the Congress, and to the wonderful friends I have made in the
embassies.

And I say farewell to our military leaders who have served our country so brilliantly. They have
prepared our forces for war, but they are dedicated to peace. Elie Wiesel has said, "Peace is not God's
gift to mankind. Peace is our gift to each other." And for the last four years peace is the gift the we have
given the American public.

But the hardest farewell to say is to the troops who have served me and whom I have served. Words
cannot adequately describe my pride in you. So my farewell to you is a simple benediction: May the
Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord cause His face to shine upon you and give you peace.

Thank you. (Applause.)

(end transcript)
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